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Page 7, 5th line·: I think you should 

change "while" to "because" 

Page 11-How about adding something like: 

even though for some reason or other it 

didn't look quite like the original. 
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A PENNY SAVED 

All of us ~spa s of frugality, 

A ~~ 
of course, just as all of us,\lil<e bargains d:VI;:_ n;,_£ ,i'J~t{)_ 

exception. In fa~ ~ :;~ lady7f;~s: • ' 

detour he, Soddy twenty miles
1
/4save a~ box of ,tµ, 

14.w~-~ ~ 
soa1;\ ~-•/\ savef the blooming dime, all ~ight_, b!1t 

6'f,L/,;,4v pJ 
frequently spendf at least a dollar/\doing it. Not to 

mention all the accompan ing frustrations \?~.ts~ and 

~ ' 
these sashays~ " • . 

picnic table with the pretty matching benches. 



~ 
that noon A had 

re just to look around. 
) 

There i~ was, , 

ceive its 

. 
of spilt mustard~ I 

aJ 

back~ 

fishing shack, I 

open fire 

Wouldn't that. b)pretty out at my 

so w~utside by an 

A~ 
• watch the rising 

,1 

? 
trout, ~ 

~. I looked closer. ~ "Reduced to 24.95 11 

the tag said, and I was hooked. 

2 



"The 

~-µu ~~ 
ery sami deal unassembled and still ;n the/tarton, 

V ,..J "1 µ ~-~~ • -:1.ett eeu.*,.. 0-aa1iy ~ 1. t =u\:: your Jeep. 

~ ;{ave time ancil'honey. 11 

,1 

/\ 

l I ltnt I t1t'1, J 

%;1' I sai~~~ ~. 

a$ 
very handy assembling things." 

f\ 

"I'm not 

11All it tpkes is a screwdriv~r, 11 he said suavely, and 

~a./Jt/t~~J 
th~-8!1 delivered the clincher. "Moreover it's two bucks 

cheaper if you take the kit and do it yourself." 

~)--,~ '. 
111 '11 take it, 11 I said~ helplessly overcome by a ~ ~ 

. . /l 
wave of ~ ~~v. 



ll,J~ ~ 
~Af,,hlf1 

So I A 1:1,e kit an~~d open 

the carton--and out poured .aa. avalanche of nuts, bolts 

(\~~ 
and screws. Rallying from ~ this .~Qen abundance I 

7/tb~ • -~1,~••' 
shook some more and out tumbled a jumbledAftodt of assor~ea , 

/I • ~ 
redwood sticks. Pinned to one of these sticks I found &JI' lh916:~~,~ 

r • ~ If~ ,o,/~ ': r . .'1 
t,,,,~w ~ .• ~fo~ JJ 
~ from Inspector 17 ;t;;~~~W~li,$,~~btlll~~n, 

:J,e~V'~ ~~ ' l1 really should have saved that• ,ne,1;e,1 ~t ~~~~g the days d 
-tu: ,4WJ·~ ~ 

of chaos that followed I gues~ I must have swallowed it. J-



"Take countersunk crosspiece edit to leg-brace 

B with 2-inch female bolt," was one of th~~-

the man had said. 
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~ Just before sundown the trout startedArising but _h~.% 

~ ~ • ~~~r,- : .4,-
1 foagl1 ~ uff t ~ md/ ept~ ,a;y. The sun /i~ _J 

sank, but still I ~d awa:,, ~ just before dusk I ~ 
-1.J:k .,, -' """' r ~ ✓ ~ 

sank down~ uste~ on somethi~-~:ar =e~~~ ~~ 
redwood bench . ~e /lrkness ~-I stashed 

my tools, had m~~y weary way home . 
/\ 

9 



over I had 

men and d 

11 



Be umn you've written--at 

le this critic thinks so. 

Laughed out loud at your having 

enough sticks left over to start a 

fire. 



~ 
I was on my wa~ fisp.ing ~ and had stopped off 

,k,f ~ at (L, ~ . 
/I .PL- treasure house of bargains, Heath' Harm.rare, just ~ 

to look around. There it was, my lovely red od table an~ 

benches, all assembled and ready to go, simp y panting 

to receive e.~r.: fi lt mustard.~ 
~~ , IC> 

rapturously folded han ,;'"'"""'~ ~ t 
~~ik,~ ~ ~ , ,.~ ~ 

fj/ Wouldn't oel~ ~ to have out at~my ~ 

iJ/1 lfi A ~ · ~ 
fishing ~, I mused, so we fishennen could • *&c, ~ 

. . l\- -4dwil~~~ ~ ~~-- ~ 
{#~fire~ or slmp h the ~ - t 

lovely rising trout? I looked closer. ' 'Reduced to Y l 
24.5011 the tag said, and I was hooked . 

-;:::,, 

/Zud ;u, J ~ -J-,,, ~~ ~t4e~ 

~; AvtJ,1;t<d/~ /1/~ ~4 ~ ~ -

'ff~~~~ /4, ~ ~- --

2 



~,.,(Mb ~ 
Now I do not wish to imply that the man 71:tA~eath's ~ kd, 

A J/J~~ 
deliberately deceived ? ~

11
as the afternoon wore 

on and I kept doggedly slugging away I "Ele keer: t~ 

~ d;~~~~i 
I gradually colleted ~~~~ 

,. {\ ~~~)..~'#} ~ 
hammer, pliers, wrenches, punches, this , that, even ) 

fi. 

a bit ~ r to re-drill some of those faulty pre-cut 

A ~ --rfu1dJk ~ ~ 
holes that had gotten by # ~stigmatic ~ eaglej eye 

. ~ ft J ~ 
Inspector 171 . 
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~~~_&_~~-~~Aul~ 
(~~ ~ 

~,,tit is~ to give a blow by llix bloj\ of¥ 

~ation of ,e,~c table, but since life is-~ 
A A 

(and I do not get paid by the word) I'll mercifully 

cut it short. It is f;!~h to say that on ox the 

I\ ~~ 
evening of t~e third day I had the hole ,damn thin~ , JI 
c~"fk~ I fl) ttzK'fB i6a-~- ~~~ 
assembled~- Moreover 1Ahad enough redwood sticks left __,, tt_"~ ,~ ~~ ~ 
over w;start a fine dedicato:.fr:.'._s~(/u ~ 

~f. d b f b beu,J_J ..:t. ~~b . . . J ~ 
/\. ue a umper o our onA sa~t my ar~ l 

table) and A """'•...ct my ~ ~ 
blessings. r ~ 

10 
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A PENNY SAVED 

All of us experience our little spasms of frugality, 

of course, just as all of us are periodic pushovers for 

--
bargains at any pr~ceA and I am no exception. In fact 

Jtr◄ ¥ 0v.,w~ (IVV;,/;I ~ ;;£'--

W,AQR ~t eemea ~&bargains I am something like those~ _.- ...-..- - --.,,,,....-~ A 

lcJ.r students of ~ ~~ will detour their 

Caddys twenty miles /llf through three red lights to save 

a dime on a box of soap flakes--they save the blooming 

dime, 
u{fiw JJ;e.J~ 

b t i ~~ d t 1 t a dollar P¼Jlr-+4 .J&_(}L/.µ4"'4/' u1:4ao2 ~ spen a eas INYi;e,,, 'llllt.~~•--~••r ,A 

frustration/ and general anguish that frequently accompany 

these little sashays into :txi:x thrift. Take the w m r•¼=e 

~ 
day last swnmer I 

picnic table with 

found that s-tulHliagAbargain redwood 

~ /YY' /i,ua , n,,// 
the pPedl1i;c. matching benches. 

I\ 





''Well, 11 I allowed, ''maybe you could lend me 
~ 

a hand ~thng 

/\ 
it out to the jeep." 

"Hm, 11 the man said. "Do you have a trailer~" ~ 
Lt 

''Not with me. 1fl ~ tUIJ/uw~{ LI G/t ~I~~ 
l I I , 

1~••' 
/"flow do you figure to tote it away?" 

''Lash it ~ the~, 11 I said, ever resourceful. 
(\ 

(YI/~ 
"But it might fall off aaEi aRy-ve.y mar both it and the 

i1 

,11, ~ ~-
111 got rope an~ blanketJ".,P~ ~ 

J' ~~M/ 
"Hm .•• " the man again saidJA ''Maybe you ,J better off 

• ~A 
-to take the kit1•

11 .';~ '";'1' /'. /J _ / 
,,~?"J~,-./~ ~-

top of your jeep." 

''What's a kit?" 

It 

3 



"The very same picnic table deal unassembled and still in the 

original factory carton. It's a lot easier to handle and 
,, 

you could stash it in your jeep . 

then, being a little 

Ll(j/4,o 
clincher . '~ it's two bucks cheaper if you take 

A 
✓ ~ - " t?~~a,~d. the kit and do it yourself . r,: 

"I '11 take it," I sai<:;helpless½', suddenly overcome 

by a resistless wave of bargainitis. 

4 



So I paid the man for my bargain~kit and exultantly 

raced for camp and clawed open the carton--and out 

poured a sudden shower of nuts, bolts and screws. 

Rallying from this avalanche of ~I shook the carton 
A 

,;~ 
a jumbled as-sor<tmaat of redwood 

/\.,.....,,,_ -- -- --';I 
some more and out tumbled 

~ 
sticks . •1i:J:mee. to lllll one 

/1 
of these sticks I found a 

printed note from Inspector 171 entitled "Simple Directions 

~~ 
for Assembly"-the only intelligible words, I may a.da, 

~I " in the whole mysterious~- Now I suppose 

" ~ ~_) 
I really should have saved ~ baffling tie-8W11,r;H~, but 

I . :1:;.~ ,. t, 
~ ~.-

during the"days tt:::t:l•a,s that followed I ~?~ I must have 

swallowed it. 

5 



The weather had suddenly turned hot so I peeled off 

rrrl/ 
my shirt and hit the water pail and found a screwdriver 

-tlw ~ frv ~ ~ A J 
and gallantly returned to the fray. ft again tried to 

IA ~ 
decipher the cryptogram from Inspector 171, but~ 

a,,L ~ ~~~~ 
no dice. A )Since I I ve lost the note/l -ftB:lil. never rightly 

knew what was in it anyway, I'll sort of have to make 



"Take countersunk c 

B with 2-inch female b the faintly 

incestuous po, 'r:::!rhing 

" my screwdriver, 

delayed while 

I discovered 1/1,9/ it is next to impossible~ {o 

nut~ bolt with a mere screwdriver, despite what the /4:,::~r' 
~ 

man had said. 
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Just before sundown the trout started gayly rising 

but 
~61,,tt,✓ 

Awarded off temptation and /lf,t- kept ri fighting 

the good fight. The sun presently sank, but still I 

I' 

slugged away. Then just before dusk~ ~µ_ 
~ 

sank llt./,f ;-xliaus ted on 

something that #f«{'J; resembled a redwood bench __ 

~ ::fr.~e4!.::!w~ =c~::, ~ 
• ~ ~~ jhd6hr>l~p/ 

/I stashed my z me A""~f bourbon;--;;d wencle,; 

my .. emsc way home. 
A 

9 





It had been a great three days. Here I not only had 

~ wt·ttu~~ 
my ~ picnic tabl~ ~ neatly saved two bucks 

(or over sixty-six cents a day, if one wants to get picky), 

~ ~ 
but in the processfhad learned s-em& ~• -6.ns lessons t:bi.t 

~ ~ /\ 
~ money ~3c1~ buy. True I had missed three precious 

,,.. 

days of trou~~the height of the sununer fly 

hatches, but~ learned that Yankee ingenuity ~ 
fl Jl. a/ii, zz; /ula,p HI 

wasn't yet quite dead-tli{fter all I HA~ut. the d-s:d thing 

~J? , ~ 
together) 

·" 



lhat S&e had I learned? 
A 

hardware store salesman and, 

, nev:;j trust ., 

neveA again /Ifft 
caught with a kit at any price. f/111 as I ~ e perc~ 

d~~ 
uneasily at my picnic table~ icately swaying and 

~ 
balancing, I Hlte ·.JMiid •;i,J.,y te/l reflect that this latter 

lesson was ~ ~s~ gain o~ .::,,r+i I I @ z"~'• 
rub~/itUµ. 

12 



A PENNY SAVED 

bJ 

Robert t'ranr 

Written bya 
John D. Voelker 
Deer Lake Road 
Iahpedna, Micb1pn 
Ho. 51 

Allot ua uperi.eace our little apu111 ot trucalitT, ot ooune, 

jut u all of ua an periocl1c puahoYera tor barpi.Da at UT 

price ud I • no aceptioa. In fact wblll it CC111U to barpiu 

I• aaaethia& like thoae lad7 atudenta of adTanoed. econaaica 

vbo will detour their Ca.clclya twent7 .U.. through three red 

l.ipta to aaye a d1ae OSl a box ot aoap fl.aka-the:, aan the 

b:Joce1na cU.ae, all ript, bllt otten 1pead. at leut a dollar 

doiJI& it. Rot to -tion all the truatratioD an4 ,...-a1 

anpiah that trequeatq AOOOIIPMT thNe little aubaya into 

tbritt. Take the dq lut 11a111r I fouad that buada- barpiD 

NCMOCl picnic table "1th the pair ot aatcbia& benchea. 

I vu •.., wq trout fiahiD& that noan ancl b&cl ■topped ott 

at a rabl1D& 001111t17 bardvaN atore jut to look around. 

Bara,J..u harked ner.,where ancl 10 11an7 ittu nre redllcecl om 

·1'0DdeNd wb7 the:, nv IIU'kecl tlla up. Al I provlecl I prided 

ayaelt • rq ,a1 .. reaiatance. And thlll 1\lddenl:, in a aec:l.ucled 

nook I collided "1th -r lofflT redwood picmic table an4 aatcbina 

beaobu. Juat about tbm I w ■ Jr NlllabeNcl the old ada&e 

about pride preoeclin& a tall •.. 

'DleN it etood, •turclT ancl handaome, all ualllblecl and reacb

to 10, all bllt pantina to recein ita tint cledicato17 aob of 

apUt ... tant. Tutinc, I 1at onj one ot the benobu and 

diacreetl.7 wriaJ.ed. -r famr, bllt the bench nenr IIOYecl. "Rock 

ot Gibraltar," I flll/J mw:'mllNd.. I aroae and ateppecl baok rith 



rapturoual7 fol.clad handl the better to .-1N -., /Ill# pet. 

Wouldn't it be jut the thiDa to han out at_,, fiahin& aback, 

I -•• ao ,,. fiabel'MD could oocuioaall.7 dine outaide or 

•iaJu.T 1it and bat 11Hquitou and watch the tn,ut riain& in 

the old beawr pond? I put on ._, alu•• an4 looked cloaer; 

"RNw:ed to 2-4.9.5" the tac aa1d, UICl I vu hooked. 

"Can I help?" the triendl.7 hardware atoff un aid.l.cl up 

aad 1aid. 

,._ell," I al.l.owed, "aqbe you could lend M a hand luain1 

it out to the jeep." 

"HIil," the UD. aaicl. "Do you haft a tniler?" 

"Rot With•• A little awkward to take out fialrlaa, JOI& 

Jmw." 

"Ha... How do ,ou ti.cure to tote it awq?" 

''La.th it to the car root," I aaid, ffV NIOUl'Cetul .. 

"Jut it lli&bt tall ott or an:,wq ur 'both it aad the top 

ot your jeep." 

"I eot rope and an old blanket:," I .. COUllteNci. 

11Jil .. •" the MD apia aaid, bl1nk1n& ~. ~ 

JOU'd. be better ott taldna tba kit." 

"lit?" I 1a1d ~•centi.D& trouble ahead. "What•• a kit?" 

"The very•- pionic table cleal unuatabled aad atUl in the 

ort,cjaal tactol"J' carton. It'• a lot ... 1..- to handle and :,ou 

could atuh it in ,our jeep." 

"I'a not nr, baDClT at puttin& tb1np to1ewr," I coatuaed, 

a-17 fi,ehtin& back. "Han trouble t,iQa a:, ahou." 

"All it tak• ii a aCNWdriYff," be aaid auaftl.T, and then, 

beiJa& a little NllovceM billlelt, daliveNd tba fillal cJlac:her. 

2 



"Alto it'• two bl.acka cheaper it you take the kit and do it 

~. A chilcl could uatllble it." . 

"I'll tak• it," I aaid, auddenly o'ftl'Omle by a l'IUiatleH 

W&ft Of ~&ai.Ditia. 

So I J)&ld the MD tor ..,. bar&ain kit and maltantl7 raced 

tor cap and clawe4 opm the carton-and out pauNcl a audden 

ahower of 1111t1, boltf and acreva. Alto at leut a pint of 

a1Md wuben. Ra1lyiDc fn,a tbia aY&laache ot 1oodiea I 

allook the Car1:0D IGll8 IIOl'e and out tabled a jumbled auol"tallt 

of redwood. aticka. Stapled to w of thu• aticka I found a 

printed note fna Inapeotor 111 entitled "SJapl• DiNctioaa tor 

Aaaably"-tba onl7 inteUSpble wrda, I 1oon lurmd, in Che 

whole 11111terioua docuNnt. Mow I 1uppoae I reailJ' aboul.d ban 

aaftd bu baftlin& c n mloation, but during the chaotic dap 

tbat tolloved I gueu I auat h&Te 1vall.owd it. 

The weather had •ud4ealJ' turned bot to I pMled ott..,. 

■bi.rt and bit the water pail and touad • a acnvdrinr and, 

tbua UMd tor CGllbat, pU aatl7 Ntunaed to the fr&'f. Oace 

ap1n I tried to CMC1pher the CrJPtoll"III froa Iupeotor 111, 

bQt apin no di•• And ailaoe tbe aote bu Yaniahed., and I Dffff 

ri&htl-7 lmw vb&t wu in it ur,t1a:r, I'll aort of haw to uke 

itup, ~ 

"Take countera'Ullk c.oupi•• A u4 wd it to eiater le,-bl'ace 

B with 3-inch f...:Le bolt, n vu OM of the failltl.1 im:eatuoua 

.. , .... I ae-. to ffC&ll. So, piouaq bran4iah1ng mT aerwdrinr, 

I U'iecl to conduct tbe wedd111& ~ to learn that hol7 

vedlodc. bad to be deia,.d while I cliaco..-.d it 1a next to ilapoaaible 

~ tA ll&ft7 a 1111t to a bolt with a .an aorwdrinr, 

despite what tbl MD bad laid. 

3 



Kw I do not 11917 tb&t the IND frca the hardware atore 

deliberateq decei'Nd • or dlat bi.a aubtle puaioll for ••ll.in& 

• a kit hacl aa,thiaa faintq to do with the J.laoreu.b&J.7 

obri.oua fact that, b&Yia& doubtlua biaelt aal7 NCeDtl,7 

1vri:,ecl uaabl1n& the om ill tbe atore, be vu not about 

to 10 throuch fllAT apin. &It I do know tb&t u the attenaoon 

WN OD and I kept dogedl7 1lQ&1na .,.., I araduaJJ.T u1111blecl 

a NIIUk&bl.e uaol"1:llat ot toola a tbrw •re aoi"MriYVa I tvo 

lawn, Yarioua pU.ra, VNIICbta, 1fOOCl c,Japa, rupa, re...-. 

Ul4 puuht1 eftll a 1arace • bit to re-clr1ll aw of tboa• 

. tal.ty pn-cat bola that hacl ptten bT that utipatic olcl 

ft&).e -,., Inapeotor ln. Md u I toilecl.,.., I aana a 

t1melea■ repetitiou little clitv to ■uataia -,aelf-a-thina 

&boat bow oottoa pickia' euy it vu tor a •n chit of a abilcl 

to ualllble • kit, tra la, la la ••• 

Jut before nadolnl the trout •carted 1&117 riaina but I 

warded oft taptation and kept fi&htin& the pod tipt. the 

11111 PN■•tlT 1aak, bu.t ■till I •J.uued wa,. flam jut before 

cluk I aaak dow n.ha•utJ,oa awtbina that reaablecl a redwood 

baob &ltboup ·-- it dU DOt bebaft lib tbs OM ill the 

atoNJ tor oae thin& it rookecl. D&rlmela and tatipa were avittq 

OftrCOIWII •• 10 I 1tubecl sr, toola aad bad • a cup of bo11rbon 

udb...wblae. 

Bri&ht and early tbs nut •1'11111&-bu.t no, ellOU&b ta eaouchJ 

bowffU' -.,tin& it 1a to pw a blow bT blow aoooant of the~ 

NGNatioll of rq pionic table, alter all lite 1a flNtina andA I 
I'll '' 

do DOt 1•t paid bT the word, ao 1/Nr'Citull.T Ollt it abort. 011 

the •ft&WI& ot tbs third dq I had the whole dclllll .... .l th1q ualllbled. 



. 
I 

' 

i • f 

I alao made the .._taril.T duconoertilia d1acoftr'7 tbat '87 

bu-pin vu IION than I'd. barp1Md to~l found I bad eaoup 

nclwod ■ticu left OWi' to ■tart & tw decU.cato1'7 tin. 

'n.n I philoaoph1call7 CODCludecl that tb1a vu a unique 

cl1"1den4 &ell1U'OQ81T pnm.ded 1>7 olcl l.JAm-bearted lll■peotor 111 

hillllelf. So I lit -, tiN alld fiad a bapff of bourbon wt, 

teeterin& trhaphantl.7, croucbe4 at -, 

rq hl.N11Dp. 

It had been a&reat CbrN U11• Sere I not oalybaclrr, 

p1cmic t&bh alld at die, .. CiM aeatly aam two bl&Cka 

(or nv •lxtJl-aix oeata a dq, it om vanta to pt picky), 

but ill die pl'04MN bad 1N.l'Md. anval wrable 1 .. aoaa w7 

oa•t bu7. True I bad lliaaed tbne J1NC1ou dqa of trout fiahing 

duin& the llei&ht ~ ■-r fi7 batobea, but IINDltbile I 1d. 

lurao4I tla~ ~t:r -•t Jet quiC. """"· - all 

I HAD put die/\ tldn& toptbtr, ha4D 1t I? 

What other l•■w bad I lUl'lllld? One, Mftr truat a hardware 

aton aal ..... and., two, MYVcain pt C&\l&ht with a kit at ADT 

price. In fact nv aiaae ~~- .. x/~ ~at-, picnic 

table at fflllltide, ~ ~ balancina, I ...n.et 

that tld.t latter 1.uaon vu the bi&&Ut bu-pin ot alla that °" 
ldta &ift • fit■• 

s 
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A PENNY SAV.SD 

by 

Robert Traver 

Written by: 
Jo m D. Voelker 
Deer Lal,;:e Hoad 
Ishpcmin.::; , Niclt.i.gan 
No. 51 

All of us experience our little spasms of frugality, of course, 

j ust as all of us are periodic pushovers for bargains at any 

price:..--ancl I am no exception . In fact when it comes to bargains 

I arn s omething like those lady students of advanced econpmics 

who will detour their Caddys twenty wiles t hrough t hree r ed 

l ights to save a dime on a box of soap flakes--they save the 

blooming dime , all right , but often send at least a dol lar 

doing it . Not to mention all the frustration and general 

anguish that frequently accrn:1pany these little sashays into 

t hrift. Take th~ day last summer I found that handsor,1e bargai..'1 

r edwood picnic table with the pair of matching benches . 

was on my way trout fis ung tnat 1100n 

a t a rambling country hardware store just to look around . 

Bargains lurked everywhere and so many items were reduced one 

wondered why they ever marked them up . As I prowled I prided 

myself on my sales resistance . And then suddenly in a secluded 

nook I collided with my lovely redwood picnic table and matching 

benches . J ust about then I Ya.gue:h:;r r er.1embered the old adage 

about pride preceding a fall ... 

There i t stood, s turdy and handsor:;e , all asser.1bled and ready 

to go, al l but panting t o r eceive its first dedicatory 600 oi 

spilt mustard . Testing, I sat on one of the benches and 

dis creetly wri6gled my fanny but the bench never moved. 11i{oc'· 

of Gibraltar , II I s'/~t/i:r r.lUr;Jur d . I aros and s te p~d back 'n"ith 
f /fl/ 11 



. (/1 , ,1 ,t 

rapturously folde<. hands the better to admire r,1y .r?l.:;t;;::,v pet. 
I•' I •IH 

\lou.ldn't it be just the thing to have out at ny fishing shack, 

I mused, so uc fisherrncn could occasionally dine outside or 

s imply sit and bat mosquitoes a..'1.d watch the trout rising in 

t he old beaver pond? I put on ny glasses and looked closer: 

11Peduced to 24.95n the tag said, and I was hocked. 

"Can I help?ir the friendly hardware store man sidled up 

and said. 

''llell , 11 I allowed, 11mayue you could lend ;ne a hand lugging 

it out to the jee:p. 11 

trHm, n the r,ia.'l said. 11Do you have a trailer?n 

11Jfot with ne. A little awk.,;ard to take out fishing, you 

knm,; • 11 

!?JJm.. • How do you figure to tote it away?ll 

t'Lash • t t he car roof, 11 - s~ e,-_ r r..e.sourceft1.l. 

Tr.Jut i t r.1ight fall off or any\'Tay mar both it and the top 

of your jeep. 11 

1tr got ro?e and a,_-,_ old bla.-r1ket, n I ,4-i;ic~;ly; countered. 
f//il/•,! 

1 Hm • • • 11 the ma...-ri a~ain said, blinl·ing thoughtfully . 1~faybe 

you t d be better off taking the kit. 11 

:rr~it? 71 I said waril:J scenting trouble al ead . 

"The very same picnic table deal unasseu bled 

1T\'lhat's a reit? 11 

and s till in the 

original factory carton . It's a 101: easier to handle and you 

could stash it in your jeep . Ii 

111 ' ra not very handy at put tin.; th.i.1-i;s to_get:: er, •1 I confessed , 

gamely fightin6 bac'-. '11-ravc trouble ty-.i.rtg my shoes . t i 

111Ul it takes i s a scre;;driver, rr he said suavely, and then , 

being a little resourceful himself, delivered the final clincher . 

V 



11
A.lso it ts t wo bucks cheD.per if you tal(e the kit and do it 

yourself. A child could assemble it. 11 

nrr11 t<'lJcc it,n I said, suddenly ovcrcor:1e by a resistless 

wave of bargainitis . 

So I paid the man for my bargain kit and exultantly raced 

fo r camp and clawed open the carton--and out poured a sudden 

shower of nuts , bolts and screws. Also at least a pint of 

mixed washers. Rallying fror:1 this avalanche of goodies I 

s hook the carton sor,1e more and out tu.'1lbled a jumbled assortment 

of redwood sticks. Stapled to one of these sticks I found a 

printed note from Inspector 171 entitled 11Sir:'!ple Directions for 

Assembly
11
-the only intelligible words, I soon learned, in the 

whole L1ysterious document. No,v I su pose I really s hould have 

s aved his baffling cor,.nunication, but during the chaotic days 

t hat followed I ~uess I must have s11allo,-:ed • t 

The weather had. suddenly turned hot so I peeled off my 

s hirt and hit the water pail and found r,e a scre:rdr.iver and, 

thus armed for cor.1bat, galla..,tly returned to the fray. Once 

again I tried to decipher the cryptogram from Inspector 171, 

but again no dice. And since the note has vanished, and I never 

r ightly knew what was in it a.11:;,,vay, I'll sort of have to r.1ake 

i t up from i:1emory. 
¥ 

11
Tal<e countersunk crosspiece A and vred it to sister leg-brace 

B with 2-inch female bolt , 11 was one of the faintly incestuous 

messages I seen to recall . So , piously brandishing ny scre·.;driver, 

I tried to conduct the wedding cerer:,or..y--only to learn that holy 

wedlock had to be delayed while I discovered it is ne;..--t to ir.1_possible 

p_c~Jrt}:;y to Harry a nut to a bolt with a r:iere s cre:{rn:i ver, 

despit e what the ma.a had said. 



Now I do not fo1ply that the man from the hardware store 

deliberately deceived ne or that his subtle passion for selling 

me a kit had anything faintly to do with the increasingly 

obvious fact that , having doubtless hi...'Tiself only recently 

s urvived asscabling the one in the store , he was not about 

to go t hrough THAT again . · But I do knmr that as the afternoon 

wore on and I kept doggedly slugging away I gradually assembled 

a r emarkable assortment of tools : t hree more screwdrivers , two 

harnmers, vari ous pliers , wrenches , wood clan1ps, rasps , reamers 

and punches-even a brace and ·bit to re-drill some cf those 

f aulty pre-cut holes that had gotten by that astigiaatic old 

eagle eye , Inspector 171. And as I toiled away I sang a 

t uneless repetitious little ditty to snstair1 myself-sor,1ething 

about hovr cotton pickin t easy it was for a mere chit of a child 

to asse, ble a kit la •.• 

J ust before sundown the trout started gayly risin~ but I 

warded off ter,1ptation and kept fighting the good f i ght . The 

s un presently sarJc, but still I slugged away. Then just before 
I 

dus { I sank down exhausted._ on something that resembled a red,wod 

bench--although somehow it did not behave like the one in t he 

s tore ; for one thing it roc!~ed . Darkness and fatigue were swiftly 

overcor:1.in
0 

r.1e , so I stashed my tools and had me a cup of bourbon 

and headed home . 

Bright and earl y t he ne::t mornin_;- -but no , enough is enough; 

however tenpting i t i s t o give a blow b::, blo-.-r account of the 
r 

r ecreation of oy picnic table , after all life is fleeting a.~d ' I 
I'll 

do not get paid by the ,;ord, so ,t/:·.1ercifully cut it short . Gn 

t he evening of the third day I haJ. th<! whole d~ -.e.J thing asse;.1oled. 



I also made t he 1.1oi,1~ntarily disconcerting discovery that r:.iy 

bargain was nore tha...'1 I 9 d bargained. for-I found I had enough 

redwood sticks left over to start a fine dedicatory fire. 

Then I phiJ.osoplu.cally concluded that this was a unique 

dividend generously provided by old lion-hearted Inspector 171 

himself . So I lit my fire and fixed a bumper of bourbon and., 

teetering triumphantly, crouched at my ~-n:g:l.i..n picnic t able .. . 
t~ •~ ·£ ' ( ~./ 

m1<l:J.,t;_past..,.,-;' --i:tfXhE-t:rotf'c ::: and:,..In:..i;.ec,tQr__.;,:cl. ~a:rrd::-sQb:',:;rly ,revie.rnd 
/ i 

my blessings. 

It had been a great t hree days. Here I not only had r.iy 

picnic t able and at the s ane time neatly saved. t wo bucks 

(or over sL'i:ty-six cents a day, if on~ wants to get picky): 

but in t he process had learned several menorable lessons Iiloney 

can't buy. True I had missed three precious days of trout fis hing 

during t he hei ·,.ht of th~ slir.1r1er f _ ,.,~=~="" 
C~·-' '_,/ ,, J._ -
•/ /.' • _1. - ~.[,_, 

learned that;, Y<;1.nl~ee ingenuity 1vasn 't yet quite dead. After all 
' .. {.t.~/ , ;; vl,~l!f:.~ 

I HAD put the , thing together, hadn't I? 
/\ 

What other lessons hacl I learn~ci? One, never trust a hardware 

s tore s alesman and, t •rn , never qgain get caught with a kit at any 
"-" 

price. In fact e7er since then/ as I perch 1'!U<;!a&4d-y 
; ) """ a' .,,. A ... ~/ t{ ,.f., 
V V1 ~ ... v.,, .. {,,C,'-f., 

table at eventide , d~li--cm:-;):lYi\ s~raying and balancing, 

at my picnic 

I reflect 

that this latter lesson was the bi~gest bargain of all : 

kits ~ive ne fits . 


