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~IIWf-o/PA:t~/,MAv{~~~ 

~ 
GOLD RUSH : 

.lb, 
1967 

I have just had a shattering experience: I ' ve just 

..tda.~411«L,-•a,n/ 
witnessed a,J;old rush ~n full spate . This t:i:!ite H l~ 

~ ~~~ ~ . 
in Michigan, notfn Alaska, /the fairy-tale town is Manistee, not~ 

A ~ ~ 

Nome , and the magic attraction is spel led COHO, not GOLD-

but ot herwise one suspects things are much the same . First 

of all there is the mad rus h of "prospectors" t o the place, 

fishermen of all kinds and des criptions , carrying oe- :rlwir 

,cax:.::;..or dragging after them a wild assortment of wat ercraft, 

ranging from fragile canoes and kyaks to expensive cabin 

v 
cruisers- all of them, everishly bent on ca\ hing their 

share of the f azing coho s almon)~~ ,Hf, 

~~_,,,,;, ~ ~"'?lfb/4 



/pf .,. 
For this modern rush is an off-shore one being waged 

" mostly from watercraft, not on the ~ beaches and JJ,Jf"~ 

in th~:ct Nome . This rush began around Labor Day, 

!\ ~ ~~-~-~ ~~ 
a~d ~t first w;s fough/\ out in Lake Michigan, in '11/1.C!!:/Jr 

~~ Ml ~ ~ \ teeming with coho salmon g tting ready to spEV,ml -Ml~.,..__.. 

$.t,A~r/Jj:,,,;,,,,,l!l!'JV~~'/~ t\ fld_ 

~ ne c:::t~rliiF;l/-ian~;e~ d}~tt!t~ 
from Lake Hanistee BX empties in~ Lake Michigan The first ,.1 

~ 
rush "peaked" two weekends after that 



"\Jhan you figure that each boat carries an average of 

three fishennen," ~:~,~ is one hell of a lot of 

fishermen . " I nodded . "And when you figure that most of 

them were taking their limit of cohos, that is one hell 

of a lot of cohos caught . " 

"How many would that be?" I asked . 

''Lord only knows, but assuming that none was taking 

more than his limit"--he smiled- -"a rather violent 

assumption, I may add--that would still r n into many 

thousands of cohos . 11 

"What is the limit?" 

"Ten pounds and one fish . " 

"Then if a guy catches one twelve-pounder as his first 

fish is he through?" I asked . 
J 



''No, in practice "ff, allows him to take two big cohos 

mf any size . Or again he could take five two-pound 'jacks'-

those are second-year cohos-and still catch and keep a 

monster . " 

11\vhat is a monster?" 

11 rhe largest that has been officially w 
i 

pounds 4 ounces, but through the . 

Ol{t, far bigger ones ~ t . 11 

A 

O'W 
"Don't you check" every fisherman?" 

4 



he spread his hands and rolled his eyes . "How can we? 

~vU-AW ~~~ ~4-
A Some of these boats come in by water from as far away 

aLt 
as Chicago, and le"KV"e the same way. When,i this m d rash 

started there was only one conservation officer stationed 

in Manistee, Joe Tighe . Since then seven more of us have 

been rushed in to help him, but ... H 

Morbid curiosity drew Wiley Clark and me to Manistee 

the Tuesday following the first big peak . We had fly-fished 

togethet the day before at a fishing club he belongs to near 

Baldwin and that Monday night we met Conservation Officer 

I ,~:.ve'6 ~ 
Glen Wiley of Baldwin (one £0~ _ ~J'liffic~rs ;\ to Manistee 

to help Joe Tighe) . Glen ~~es about the coho 

rush that we decided to go see for ourselves . 

5 



''Matter of fact I ' m t aki ng my own boat over t o Manistee 

t omorrow to kexxx: do a little fishing- it's my day off-- and 

~ l\ 

I'll be glad to t ake you two out in the lake for a look~. 
/\ 

1'You remind me of tlfos tman rho went for a hike on his 

holiday, " 1/iley said. 

"It get s you, man, i t gets you, " Glen said, rising to 

leave . "I'll meet you men at one o'clock tomorrow at the 

public boat-launching pier . " 
u. 

ll~tl,;~ wr# ~J 
Wiley had s ome chores to do 1\testi~ morning , so I drove 

J,()~ " ft 
over t o nearby Manistee ~ to case the p+ace . The gold 

A 
rus h fever gripping the town became evi dent even before I hit q'1P)t,,: 

""' ......,, mote1aJ'~ P"""!:d:!:.~ignJ. roadside bars 
A ? ./u,,,_; • Pi ._,--,r, 

and restaurants ~ swanning with cars , and I ~8'8-e-1 
,A 

passed by dozens and s cores of cars carrying :;;;;;;J,M~ t,~ 
for that new El Dorado, Manistee . In town I ~ a chamber 

A 
parked 

of commerce building choked with/ cars . J!- ::,::; ~~ _ 
launching pier and drove :ip but was shooed awa~ b~...- attendant u/t~/i-

~utft1/!'!:':./:!.~/th: street, " he told me . 
11~~~ /w 

~~~~-u 



Jpt.<II J 
~~IL 

IAdrove away and saw a sign "Parking 2 . 00, " 9'1 ~ut of --
pride, not penny-pinching, I drove into the parking llot of 

a roadside bar instead. 

with their arr.is held out 

4
~-ed with coho fishennen 

tf..wvt4'~~~ 
(measuring .w.s-ePt cohos) like 

The 

men playing invisible accordians . 

'How's business?" I asked the bartender after I had 

"~/' 
11·~ is nothin"' 11 he said . 1'Last -reekend four of us A o, 

worked our butts off all day and half the night . ever XlQC saw 

anything like it . " 

I asked him about the parking lot down the street . "How 

many cars can they park there in a day?" 

11 bout 400 . 11 

''Not a bad day ' s take, 11 I said, doing some rapid calculation . 



From there I drove to the nearby state police post, and 

the pleasant officer at the desk J ~ ~ J~J 

helped fill me in . Was the mass influx of coho fishermen 

giving the local and state police a hard time? I asked. 

" · . 1 1 · 1 k~) h d ~ h b • -..,urprising y 1.tt e, wus 1~- ~ 1~r; e guesse t e oys 

fi 'f:tJ~~-
were too intent on catching cohos to~- ,fore 

A 
there any fly fishermen auon~ this mob? I next asked . Very 

few, he guessed; r.iost cohos wer.e being caught on trihlled 

dJ4, ,J ~ , 

"hardware, 11 that is metal spoons and deefl J:Jmo:wg flat-fish . 
I\ 

Who was a knowledgable fishen:ian I might talk to? 1lel/,,) 

11How about our going fishing this afternoon? 11 I suggested 

~. '11£ . -
to Hike after we were introduced) ~""f~· -~-~ 

A 
~~Ht,, 



11Sorry,n he said, "but I got a charter party I'm taking 

out tomorrow, and this afternoon I've got to ready my boat . a . 

He ~ d spread his hands . 
(\ 

nr ' d love to join you, 

Traver, but I hate to lose that 124 bucks . " 

(( 11
.Qa~~~,_.,,~t'""U.l!,J 

"Serry I can''i natcli it, 11 I said . 

Tall Captain ri?!.J~ B~ appeared, 

and we chatted and he ga¥e me a map of the area, marking the 

spots and then I went on my way. 



''No, not considering it was a vacant lot the guy's been 

trying to peddle for years . And now he's clearing practically 

800 bucks a day on weekends and from two to four hundred on 

weekdays . " He shrugged . "But I suppose we got to make it 

while the getting is good . " 

I next tried phoning Joe Tighe, the local crune warden, 

but there was no answer) .(Jo I drove out to the Coast Guard 

• ~~~ 
station on the edge of the lake t~s:ee wha t I could .!le€. It 

~ 1)1,(,~~J~~~ 

was nearly," ~ ;m;:;f:;;"el on both sides was li:•:.~ 
wit~ d shore fishermen . I saw a conservation~--

1 

A ~ 

parked at the Coast Guard station, so I wheeled in there 

m,a f k t and approached a conservation officer chatting with 

~ 
~ coast guardsmen on the station porch. 

/\ 

8 



"Are you Joe Tighe?" I inquired of the pleasant-looking 

crew-cut officer. 

''No, I'm Lake of the fisheries division, here takingµ 

census," he answered. "Joe's probably out on patrol. Can 

I help you?" 

j told him who I was and he turned out to be a real 
. . ~ 

~guyanE!~ 

books. 

Eli-a ee!'a.i:ft~ ioe e.Eiiir-he 'd read most of my 

"I'm here casing~~ rush," I said. 
A 

there must be some sort of story in it.u 

"Stories? 11 Lake said, gesturing at the guardsmen. "The 

boys here and I could tell you stories all day about what's 

going on here. Gold rush is good." 

9 



''Like what?" I said. 

''Like the weird boats that go past herep piling out 

into the lake . One guy nailed some boards to two pontoons 

and hooked a motor on it . IJ~ot fish, too . 
~ 

There(\ mt!Jf!». been 

lots of canoes and kyaks, with and without outboards . We 

haven ' t spotted any subnarines--yet. 11 

"Any boats ~ lost?" 

A young coast guardsman answered that one . "Seven,d(/ ~ 

along with motors . " 

"Any lives?" tj,11.,w> ~ • 

\~~~ 
''Not yet, but we're 

.f\ 
keeping our fingers crossed." lt ~ 



"How do you account for that--with all these greenhorns 

and tenderfeet?" 

,,~ J~) 

·1d weather--plus /a dispensation from divine providence . " 
~ ,~ 

He wagged his head . 1~/e were out on patrol the other day, 

~~~ 
about eight miles out, and this guy in a ten or twelve foot ,.. 
row boat with an outboard drew near and hollered, 'ihich way 

to Chicago?' and we pointed 
~ ~t 

an/\hc gunned ~ altd 
' he acted> .) 

farther out into the lake . " 

I looked out at the mob of milling boats . '~vhat are 

:t1J. 
M_VfY' II 

they fishing with? I asked Officer Lake, as this was down 

" his alley. 

"Virtuillly all of •em are~trowling ,aetal ~ fiat 

fish, most of •em silver colored to imitate the/< ~ the 

' cohos are gorging off of . " 



"Hardware fishermen!" I said with all the snobbish disdain 

of an unreconstructed fly fisherri1an . 

"Of all the fi5chermen I've interviewed in my work I only 

encountered one ~ an-an old timer-- who used flies only. 11 

(\ 

''!~~. ~~i,1-~411, ~ l'uk~ 
~ y luck?" 

"The old boy caught his limit . " 

I again looked out over the lake, where hundreds of boats 

were trowling back and forth. "Lots of boats, lots of 

hardware, 11 I said . 

"Only three or four hundre~" Lake said. 11You ought to 

have seen it last weekend . " 

"Do they give you boys much trouble? 1' 

12 



~ "Hostly themselves , cutting each other's lines with their 
pswpe11wcspt (\ 

propellors,n a coast pxx guardsman put in . 11For our 

part our biggest headache is improperly lighted and 

numbered boats . It's surprising how many people out 

there haven't the foggiest noti~~e~,V 

regulations governing boating on ·the Great Lakes." 

"Any rammings? 11 

~ 
11Surprisingly few, though we've had to 'tr.mf.a few 

fishermen out of the water before the cohos gl.hen, . 11 

It was nearly time to meet Wiley Clark and Glen Wiley 

back at the Lake 11anistee launching pier, so I said my 

goodbyes and Officer Lake walked me back to my car . 

"Just ~hought of another story, " he said. 

"Shoot . " 

13 



"Recently a lone fisherman goes out there in a ten -

foot yawl which even in calm water was nearly swamped by ~ 

~-~ ed to i :. He gets •way out there 
A f\ 

and tlvo cabin cruisers pass him, on either side, making 

a f1q deep whirlpool . He and boat and motor 

/If and only he~ • .. tire ••fyl'was 

life jacket . " 

"Yes?" 

go down inf;, 

;earing a 

1t1Jell, he's bobbing around there like a cork but no one 
{\~ 

comes to his aid-- in fact the tw~ hundred- odd boats in the 

~ 
vicinity melted away like,Amist . Finally a lone guy in 

another small boat pick:§ him up an')..e him in- but 

~ disappear~ and never reportj-. " 

14 

~ 
thA man 



"How did you ever know xaxxxx about it?" 
J 

~~ 
"From the ~/1 who brought him in . " 

ttWhat can you expect of hardware fishermen?" I said, 

shaking his hand and taking off for town for my date . 

liley Clark and Glen viley were already there, so I 

swallowed my pride and mortgaged my car lri:'en.~ Bonanza 
A 

Parking Lot . 

"Any luck this morning?" Ixx asked Glen. 

''Nonet No one is having any today. Looks like the cohos 

have s tarted upstream and aren ' t feeding . That ' s why .ximz. there 

~ 
are so many boatj\ right here in Lake Manistee . Heard there 

are still others fishing upstream in the river . " 

"What's that?" Wiley Clark asked, pointing . 

"Dead coho . J\ The whole area's full of them. 11 

15 



11How come?n 

. 

•~ve ~'!:':: know.~ ! h~~ ~f exhaustion 

" "41~~~ 
after being hooked and breaking off . They've been so thick 

/\ 

out in the lake I even speculate that some might have been 

hit by whirling propellors . Maybe it's something to do with 

spawning . " 

"Is it true that all these big cohos will die after their 

spawning run?n I said . 

"That ' s so, both male and female. They have a three-year 

life cycle . " 

''Love can be beautiful, 11 Wiley Clarki!:!, • 

" 

16 



On the way out to the big lake we passed and were passed 

by all manner of boats , going both ways, some x:c. anchored 

/;'~~~~ 
and their occupants Still fishing . Glen explained that all 

/1 
this commotion had started when about three-quarters of 

a million coho fingerlings gotten from the state of vashington--

actually nearly six inches long--were planted upstream and 

~a«/ 
in the general area in the s ring of 1966 . "Thei/1 growth 

has exceeded our wildest dreams, 11 he went on. 

"But supposing they don't reproduce, that conditions 

aren't right, that all this gold rush ends abruptly?" wylie 

Clark asked. 

''We're taking no chances . We're stripping millions of 

~WI"' 
eggs and will have plenty of/. cohos/\ if none reproduc~ naturally •11 

He smiled . "We'll need 'em, too . Towns all over the state are 

clamorin' for 'em. 11 

17 



"It's gratifying that our chambers of commerce are 

~ 
getting so ~d with nature lovers,''~I said. "Everybody 

~ {\~~~~ • '14'? 
loves a gold rush. Tell me another story."~ 

(\ ,. 

11-V 
Glen then told the story of the recent shortage of 

A 
silver lures for the hardware fishennen . None could be 

bought in Manistee or anywhere close by, there simply weren't 

~ 
any. So this extrepreneur picks up a 

f 
couple of bushels of 

-~~ 
them outstate or somewhere and set up 

) J 
··A shop on a lanistee 

street corner--and in two hours had sold tout the at at 

five dollars a throw . 

"'There are strange things done 'neath the midnight 

sun, ,/here ~en toil and moil for coho,"' I solenmly misquoted . 

/ 

18 



+ 
Presto, we looked up and suddenly were in the midst of 

~ 
hundreds of trawling boats , plying back and 

(' 

oJb tJ,v • 
fort~ ./~ ~~,. 

~ amidst the floating beer bottles and cans and general 
/\ . 

debris . Suddenly there was a big noisy splash off our 

bow--not twenty feet- and I'd seen my first rising coho . ~"""""Iv~ 

~~' 
}.I had brought my fly rod and) remembering Officer Lake's 

old time fly fishennan , I cast out a white bucktail streamer 

at him, but nothing happened.~ ,leanwhile Glen sign- queried 

scores of fishennen (by holding out his• arms) but all sadly 

~/uJ.~~IA~> ~-~ shook their heads n~ - In twenty 1 nutes I cast at maybe rHl • 

'---- 40)~ ~ 11~ J.~AI 'th ~ 1 

fif~ rises , butJ'nothing happened . ¥/; ~ r? ) J 

~ 'k,,· J~f;,~,H/J-./ta:J,~!k-~ 

pffu,*-~ 
~~ •'These cohos are illiterate, 11 I said, folding ' 

my rod. "Obviously they haven ' t read my fishing books . " 

19 



-
"'~~~~ 

through thit ~r c.i~ and bloated dead 

cohos for the Bonanza Parking Lot--Glen had some other people 

to take out-- and on the way Joe Tighe (the local game 

warden) and his wife overtook us in another boat . Glen ~.,,;. ~ 
~~a, M'fu, ": ; , t,,-

wav~d them dmm and in~~oduced us . f' Ill'/\~ ~ ~ i . 
o.J ~rlww M--~ 1,1, ~ ~ ,.. tl,;t, ., • ,,., ~ 

\ "How do you keep your sanity during this gold rush, Joe? 11 

I asked him . . ... ,-

s: 
11I 'm not so [re I have- this has been going on since 

Labor Day, and heaven knows what will happen when all these 

boats soon start milling around at close quarters 'way upstream. '. ' 

"Phoned you this morning but no answer . " 

"Took the wife out early to get her away from the phone . 

Rings day and night . 11 

20 



"Coho fishennen . 

" 
One guy asks my -1ife, ' Look , where 

{\ 

do I go to find these here now co bo at? ' and my if e, being 

a bit of a tease , suggested that maybe he was in the wrong 

tomi, that maybe he was looking for a civic center in 

Detroit named after a former mayor . And so it goes . I 

co 1ld write a book . Like the weird boa ts they use . ilien 

• ~ L. u. 
I see a guy out there in an inn~er tube I'll really write CL,~ 

'Why don't you anyway?" 

''No time . bverybody's making a fortune around here but 

my wife and me . " 

"Don't forget me , 1 Glen put in. "Gold rush is good, except 

• #ui, ()-t1b 
./Z,111, 

that irere all tl'e gold is pouring in, not leaving . " 

/\ 

21 



~~ 
Glen had to ~/\and we waved Joe and his wife goodbye . 

"Anything I can do for you?" Joe called after us . 1'Like 

~ 
~helping you guys 1/J go fishing?" 

I looked back at all the bobbing and milling boats 

~ 
clrurning up the beer cans ;r-::::;;;h~ 'No th~s, Joe," 

I shouted back . "But <l:!Jl suro Hke ,-.u ..., ~ me the 

/1 A 
popcorn concession. " 

22 



' ·: t \ 
I. •. , 
\ 

• I 
t ... 

\J 
OOLD RIJSHr 1967 

b7 

Robert Traver 

(Pbotoa by Wile7 Clark) 

Written b71 
John D. Voelker 
Deer Lake Road 
IabpMSnc, Michiian 
Mo. J._c; 

I b&w 'juat had a ab&tterina experiences I'v• jut vitnea■ecl 
t~~ 

a cold Nth in full apate. 'flu.a~~ Coin& on in 
A 

Micb1pn, not in w mneti~ Aluka, in th1a om the fairy-tale 

tewn. ia buatllD& Maniatee, not iaol&tecl Naae, and the aapc 

attrao~ ~J!4lllecl COIi>, not 001.D--but otbmd.a• one auapeota 

tbinp J;J. the •-• lint ot all than 1a the mad rub ot 

"proapecton" to ti» place, fiabemen of all kiada and cleaoriptiou, 

carr,ing or draginc after tba. a vild u.w tu.mt of vatercratt, 

ran&i,na troa fra&il• CaDOel and--■ 1:0 ape1111n cab1D Ol'll1len

all ot tblll fnviabl.7 beDt on catcbin& their abare of tbe 

weetnc coho aalam, tint plaDted in Michipn waten in ~be 

apring of 1966. 

for thia IIOdern-dq l'Qlh ia an otf◄hore one beina v&1ecl 
/}1.,/ 

aoatl.7 fna vatercratt, not on the beaobu _. back in the •alleys 
/l 

and hilla, u in Ncae. Thia ruah bepn around. Labor Day, and at 

tint vu foqht eatil"e]J' out in Lake Micb1 pn, rou&blY' a 

~1.oaa area t•mtna ¥1th coho aabaoo pttin& reaq to 

apavn. Tha in-naion n..t 1a conoentratecl one to •i&ht ail• 

aut frca vbera cbe __. 2-Lau-.- ..,a. 

into Lake Michi&Ul and be tha}t and - the acNth of the 

Platte Riwr be1oDd. frulctort to tbt north. 'ftle tint ruah 

..,.aklcl" wo weekenda after that, a fr1eadl.J' ooaa•"ation officer 

tolcl M, vbe it vu C01111el"Yatiftl7 Ntillai.ci that 5000 fiabin& 

bo&ta were nand.D& Oftl' the bot apot. 



'Vhm J\'ll fipn tbai each boat a.arriu u awrac• ot three 

tiahuan," be wa.t on to tell • • "that 1a oaa hall ot a lot ot 

tiaberllea." I noclacl. "And when you fi&UN that 11Nt of them 

ftN t1Jdnc their lilllt ot cohoa, that 1a OM hell of a lot of 

cobo• cauaht•" 

"How MDT would that be?" I uked. 

"Lord onlT lmoWI, but uaUlllin& tb&i JIODII vu takln1 •re 

than h1a liait"-he •U--"a rather YiolAnt u11aptf.on, I aq

add;-tbat voulcl atill run into ll&D7 thouanda of cohoa." 

"What ia the Uait?" 

"Ten pouada and. · one ti.ah." 

"Tben it a guy catchea OM tvelff-P')under aa bia tint tiah, 

1a be tbroup?" I ukecl. 

••, in praotioe th1a al.low hha to tab two bi& cohoa of 

uq ,1ae. Or aaaiD he coul.4 take tiff tvc,..poun.d 'l&eka'-· 
~ 

tboae are aeaom-~ ooJtu UMI ■till caiah ud keep a wter." 

"tib&t ia & IIGDlter?" 

"The larpat that baa 'bNa otticial.17 nS&bed U"OUlld hen 

l'Ul 22 po\lDda 4 ouaou, bilt tbroup the ~ Ve know there 

ar.tarbigpraaubein&cauaht•" 

"Don't you cback on ever:, fiabtrman.7" 

He apnad Jw banda an4 rolled b:1a e,u. "How can ve? There 

11 110 Juun va:, to do it. 8- of thae boata ... ill b7 "ater 

tna .. tar 1111&7 u Chicaco, ml leaft the ...... When all 

du.a ataned tbaN VU aalT OM COUVY&tion Otticer' lt&tiomcl 

in Maid.It•, Joe Ti&he• Sinc4t then anen ..-. of \II have been 

l"Ulbed 111 to help Ida, but ••• " 

Morbid curioli. drw WU.,. Clark ucl • to ManiatM the 

hudq tollori.aa the fintt W.C :puk. We had tl.J-tiabld toptber 



the dq before at a thlwll club he beloap to DNl' Baldwin, and 

that Molldq n1&ht we Mt Coa,enation Officer Olen Viler ot Baldwin 

(one ot the ottioen eent to Mam.atN to help Joe fl&be}. Olen 

na,J.ed ua vi.th enouch tall tal• about the coho rub that we 

ucid.e4 to p •• for ouraelwa. 

"Matier ot fact I'a t1Jdn1-, ow boat OYV to Maniatee 

t4JIIOffOlt to do a little tubinl-1t11 -, clq off....alMl I'll be clad 

to take JIN we out ill the lake tor a quick look •••" . 
"lou Nll1Dd. • of tbl poatmarl vbo "•t for a hike on hia 

bolidq," Viler aaid. 

~t aet, JOU, 11a11, it pt■ yw," Olen aaicl, ruin& to leave. 

"I'll ••t JQU aen at om o'olook tcaon-ow at tbe public 
~ ¥1- - ' -r. ,I . \ \ 

boa~launcbing p191'.fn.- / r~ 

"It•• a date." 

Viler bad ,_. obona to do the DGt IIOJ'DiD&, Tlaudq, 10 I 

dl'Oft ..,..- url.7 to marb7 Kaniatee to oaa• tbe plaae. '1'be gold 

Nlh lflff &rippin& the town beCIIIII mdet eWD befoN I bit 

then& •telt pN\ICll.1 apol'tiaa "no vacanq" 1tpa, Nadeide 'ban 

ail4 natauranta nand.nc with can, and I paeaina or beJ.aa puae4 

by doHM alUl N0"8 of can UIT1'1DI boata•••ll be&d.ed for that 

__, El Dorado, Kania .... IA town I ata.lbd but d.eoicled to akip 

a cbalber of own,e buUdin1 cbolced vi.th parked can. Mat I 

cw to the public lanacldna pier ~,:e in but vu ■booed 

avq b7 ■-- aort of attendant ._ a f~ of dollar b:IJJ•_, 7/ L_ * _ • · 
A ~ 4,,.;.., IL ~ rn ~ ~ 

nrou•u baft to parlc aoroaa the 1treet," be told •jA "'ftu., S. 

Olll7 for lo&diq and \llll.Oadill& boata.-" 

I 41da1t baft a boat 10 I dnml 81tlt:f lad•• a •i&n ''Parld.Dg 

$3.00." Ollt ot pl"i.q, •• pean,--1Dchi111, I droff into the parld.Q& 



lot of a roadlide bar ialteacl. Tm Joint wu JG11118d vith coho 

fiabenlen "1th their UIII beld out (Muuri.11& their cqbt or 

lolt cohoa) like .. p1.aJin& inriaible accordiul. 'ftda town, 

I,_,,~--•••• 
(\ 

"How'• buaineaa?" I ---4 the bartadff atc.r I l orcleNd., 

alva,a the .... 

''Today' 1a notbiDc," be 1&1d. "Lut YNk-4 ffflll" of ua worked 

our blattl ott • all dq an4 half' the Di&ht. Newv aav UQ'th1na 

like it." 

I uked him abolat the parkiq lot clown the 1trNt. "How 

1111117 O&l'I Call thq park theft 1D a 4q?" 

"Kot a bll4 ctqta alee," I aaid, doiD& .-. rapid c:alCi&l&Uon. 

,. DDt coiaJ.dilrilla itbru a T&OaDt lot the &UT'• been 

t171na to peclclle for 7Uft• And now•'• alearin& practioeJl7 

BOO lucka a dq onvelltmdl mt traa .QIO to four Jamdncl on 

wMkdqv. :. t!e •brucPd• "Bllt I 1uppo1• n pt to make it 

while the Pttin& 1a good." 

floaa then I dl'O'n to the ••l>T atate police poat, and 

die pleuuat officer at the deak, Corporal Max Tyne, IMalpecl 

fill• a. Wu the au, illt1ux ot coho tilhermm &iTina the 

local and atate police a bard time? I uked. Sm-priain&17 little, 

he 1aidJ be paa41d -,be the boys wen too intcat on catcb1u1 

aohoa to pt into moh lliaclwat. Wen 1:bere m, fi7 tiahemm 

laDDI thia aob7 I next Mad. Very f..,, he peuedJ aoat ooboa 

nn beiDC oauaht on trou.d "bardwan," oat 1a d.ee,-.r,mnina 

•tal lpoollll and fl&t-filh. Wbo VU a lcnowledaable fiahenlua 

I af.&ht talk to? Well, there vu Mike Welch, a fiaherun and. 



,por1;1vriter traa Chicaao, vho ,__.an.,, drop,-cl bT flV7 dq 

OI" 10. He looked up. ttJten • 1a DOW," he ad.cwd u a 1:aDMd 

aUh,a ala" to tbe Ol&tdoon walked. in. 

"How about our PiD& tiabiq th1I attUDOGll?" X •111&•tecl 

to Mike after .- wen illtnclllcecl, noop1 ■h,a a real-gane bl"o1tbar 

tiahetun. 

"So1T1," be ..U, "blai I pt a ohu1:er partr I'a tlkh,a 

out taoft'OV, and. W. atternooD I,.,. pt to ru.dT -, boat." 

He pi.llnecl and. 1pnad hie haadl. "I'd loft to join you, 'fraYV, 

'but I bate to loa• that U4 budcll." 

"I'll catch JOU vbm :,eu ccae to the U. P.," I a&id. 

Tall Capiain Oq BabOock -,peaNCl, and ve chatted ml he 

&&ft • a up of 1:be .,_, IIU'lda& the apo":;aDCl tblD I vent 

OIi rq vq. 

I mat tried pboninc Joe Ti&M, tbe looa1 pa nrdm, bit 
I 

tbiln VU DO UIIVW, 10 I dl'Oft out to tba Cout O\aarcl 11:&tioa. 

on tba edge ot the lake to look U'O\IDCl. It vu M&rl.7 a .U. 

If/Ill'¥ and. oa tbe vq X •• that tJw cbanMl • both aidea vu 

liMcl v.\t:b moriD& aD4 UIGbond boata · alMl aboN tiahuaen. I .., ~ 
,. co..ern.tioll piolmp parlctcl at tbe Cout Ourd atatioll, 10 I 

1thMlecl in then and approaobed a couenatioll oftioer chat1W,a 

with ,..,..al cout ~ on tbe atatiaD porch. 

"An JOU Joe fl.alw7" I 1nquin4 of the pleu•t-1.ooldn& 

"Bo, Ita Lake ot the tublri.el didlioD., beN t1ldn1 tilh 

oma1111," be auvered. "Joe ta probabl7 out on patrol. Can I help 

you?" 
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I told him vbo :t vu ml be 1:Unlld out to be a Nal 

d.iac41l'D1n& and. C\11.cund IUJ'-M'd read ... t of • \,oOkt. "I'a 

here cuia& 10V pld ,-h," I •d.4• "fipN tbeN -t be •-

1or't of atory in it." 

"Storlea?" Lake ■aid, .-turin& at thl ........ "The bop 

hen and X ooa14 tell 7011 atori.• all clq About what'• Pina 

oa MN• Gold l'lllh 1a aoc,4.n 

"Like vbat?" I ■aid. 

"L1k• the .t::}! boaa ibat ,.o put •re pllill& out . into the 

lake. ODIi " " Ddl.ed , .. bo&l'da to two pc,Atoaaa aDd booked a 

•tor DD it• Cot ti.ah, toO. fl:len'.,. beilll lota ot canoaa ml 

QJlka, with aD4 vi~ auiboarda. We ha"'11t 1,0""- a,q 

"AQT boac. 1-t?" 

A ,wn& cout _..... .. ,,.Nd that one. "84mm 10 tar, 

al.OIi& vi.th aotora." 

"AJq liffl7" 

He rapped• the vooda porch. "Not yet, blat ve'n kMpina 

Ola· tinael'I cne,ed.," 

"Bow do you &OCO\Ult tor tbat--oridl all ~• ll""Qhorm and. 

tederffft?" 

''Unuaually aU4 vu.~llla, I anu-, a 41apeuatioil tr,a 

di-n.a,e pro-,idaloe•" U. wqp4 h1a head •. '\fe nn out Oil patrol 

tbl other dq, about •i&bt ail• out, ucl du p-, in bi& 

1~1Nftl 111 at.a or ""1.w foot row boat with an outboard 

dnw ,._ aad bc,llvecl, 'Wh1oh VAT to ctd••eo~' and we s,ointed 

end.,,,.., be aumed- 1t, beuiaa tartMr out Jato the lak••" 

I looked out •t the •b ot ■UUng boat:a. "What are they 

aaetl.1 tiald.D& with?" I aalced ottwr Lake, u thia vu dOlftl Ida 

..u.,. 
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"Yhtaall:, all of '• an 4-p-tro111ac •tal 1poo111 or tl.at 

tilh, J8Dlt ot '• ■il'tW colored. to !ml-~ tbe altldial the cobol 

an aol'linl ott ot." 

"HaftWaN liablnleal" I aaid. with all t:be ano'bbiab diadain 

of an ~a,aeted f17 fl.abeman. 

~f all tbl f~ 11ft interri.tlW94 in ,q work I OD1T 

taoouDteNd OM ·IOlital"J' tia~ o14 ~ UN 

ru... -'1·" 
"How clrNdtul. Theft oupt to be a law. Did. be ban at17' 

luck?" 

"'l'bl old boy o•l.lht b.b liait." 

I apiD W out onr the lake, dlU'e lmDdNdl of boata 

vve ttolUng bRdc and tol'th. ''Lota of boats, lota ot hatdware," 

I a.U. 

"OnlT three OJI favY' balreci 10 tu todq _. n Lake ad.4. "IOI& 

oupt to haft IND it lut W'Nk-4~" 

"Do the7 at:n JIN 'bo7I _. tl'Ollble?" 

-..i17 du■Hlwa, aaci4ctl.y- au~ each 01:har'• ~ 

with lbeizt propellort," a oout pardaan pit ila. "Fol- om- part 

oar l>iae,t headMIM ia illproperl.J 1Jchied, and IUllbered bo&ta. 

It1a a\Q"})l"iainc bw MDT people Gilt tbore b&'N111t the toai,at 

DOtim ot boati.Qc protoool or tbat there are federal replati.onl 

Coftl"DiDc bo&tiag OD tba Ortat I.aka. tt 

''Surpriain&lT t•• thDlaah ve'w bad to pluck a I• tu ... 

•• ot • V&tea" before Iba aohoa pt diem." 

It v• DUl']T t1M to~ VU.7 ... and Gl• Wlir back 

a~ Iba ~ Kani9tee Jmmchiuc pier, .. x •&14 wr &004b1N and. 

ottioer Lake valkad • Mak to rq ct.r'• 1•11111: daoupt ot ano1:ber

•tol7," ht 1u.cl. 

1 



"ReoerltJT a loae tiahtnun pea out theN in a ten-toot ,-1 

Yhioh, 4lftll ill o&la vahl", ... ..-17 fflllpecl b1 the aroteaqu 
()¾.I 

CNtbood •'4 baokMf('° 1,. Be 1• 'vq out ...._ 1114 two o&bJA 

csru.uen pua Ida, OD either aide, •Id• a ... , vblrlpool. HI 

aDd boa1 ud •tor IP don into ta u:,u--ad Ollq' be atirfaoed. 

a. vu veariD& a lit• Jaaket." 

"l•T" 

'Well,•'• bobbinc U"Olllld. ~ Uk• a oork but 1be cabiD 

oru1a .. -~ Oil illdl' ... llo .. - 1iO JIM d.cl-1.D A 
fact tbe two buadncl-ocld bo&tl in .. 'fioim.tT Ml.tecl.,,,.., like 

JIOftdDa aiat. rtn&1J1 a lolie PT ill another 111&11 boat piClke 

Ida up wl ,.._ Ida ta bllt tla vhirl.Jool 11a11 diaappean IIMl 

.....- npona." 

"lb, did ""' nv 1maw uout 1,, dlla.7" 

"ftrcla tba lom a....-itan vbo .,,._ Jda in." 

"Wbai GaD JV11 apNt ot hardware tiahenllll?" I aai4, 1hakiQ1 

Jda W ..,_ tekiq ott tor 1:WD for wr elate. Wilq llilllk wt 

m. ,,,IT nn ab-eaq ihen,. ao I ava1lowed wr pri.cM 1114 •rtcaaed. 

,q oar at tbe BorMmaa Parld.Dc Lot. "MT lllClk tbia aondna7" I 

ulceclOlen. 

"llme. lo _. ia ha'riaa ltr:/' toda,. Loolcl llk• 1:b1 cobDe 

._. ataree4 _,..._ and ann't tw!q. '!bat•• WT ibln an 

ao --, lloata 1:04q ri&bl _.. ia Like Kudaiee. Biard tben an 

•till otbera tiabiDc 'QltNIII in tba riwr." 

'What'• that?" WiJAT Clark uacl, pomUQI. 

"Du4 oollo. Abollt a ta poada. b ltbole ana'• Ml ot tha." 

"Haw QCIIII?" 
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"We field offl_. doll1t ri&ht1T lmow. Mqbe the bJ.olopaa 

ao. ·Somt ld&ht _,. di.eel ot mai1at:l.an attw NUii hookff UMl 

bnakiaa& ott. 'tbq ti&ht turioull1'• n.r•v. been ■o Chick out 

ill tba lak• I ..._ apeoul•• that 1a1e mipt ban been hit 1,t 

vhirlinl pto"3lon. ~ it•• ... thine to do with apunina." 

"ll 1, tne that a11 Chea• bic ooma v:Ul die ati.r tbau 

lpillftWll l'WlT" I ad.cl. 

"that'• 19, both aa1e ud f-.le. 't.bq haw a 1:brN-year 

ut• CJ'Cl,I." 

"Lem Call be bea11t1Nl," WU.7 Clark aipld. 

OD the wq Out to 1- bi& lake we puaod and __.. paned b7 

all .. ,... ot boat.a, ... both v-,., ... 8llCboNd Md. theh

OOCQPD11 atill &M».., WJ.lq atane4 tflci.1'& pl~. Ole 

..,aine4 •i all lhia ctal01:toa ha4 -~.,.-- about ..... .p .. ~ ~-~ ~~~ /'JA~_,a.J.M, 

~ ot a willtC9\ .aao IS.Cerlill&I ptte traw rtm ata~; ot fYt'",''"~Y .. 

, \ " .,,,:._ k ~"' I ~I' fT fa,~ 
¥ullillj ....... lOtll~,_....,.;a,;r,-a1.JHLMll~l-a~,_.. plaated u,eire. • 

. 
aa4 ill 1- ___,_ U'e& ia tbe lpl'UI& of 1966. ''bir nrri.ftl 

ud arowth bu au1dlcl our vildMt dreals," be Wilt on. 

"alt auppoeinc they don't nproduae, that condid.oaa aND1t 

riaht, chat all tb1a pld rub lladl abNptl.J'?" Wilq Clark aaked.. 

'¥•'" taldq no cbanoeaJ,. We•N 11:ri.pptaa ■UJ:lou ot •aa 
ad vll1 ..... ,i-. ot,.,. cobol .... u --~ 

11&.....U,,," Hit •Ued.. "We'll Dtecl •-, too. twm all Oftl' 

• lt&'Ce .,._ olAlaDt'JAf fOf' '••" 

"It'• P'&titJ11tc that our cb__.. ot owrce IN ~ 

•o ~ 1111:h natare l#ftn~ I ~ ~ 1n. a 

pi•••••..- aold. raah. Do • ..,. haw 4wina li&'la )'Wt? Tell • 
A 
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Gl• then tolAl ua lbt ato17 ot tbl nc.,eat aim-tap of •ilYtr 

luNI tor the haNla.ri tulMmaea. Noait cou14 be bou&ht in Maniftee 

or anpbero cloae b7' 1 tbiN aiJll,]1' wwen•t 8Jl7• So th1a 

~ entrepl'tlM\lr p1cka up a acNple ot buahela ot tha 

outatate, Ol' ICliDIVbare, and H_!}up an illpnnptu ■bop Clll a 

Mallia• ,awt come.......,_ in wo boun ~ •old out tJ. lot at 

tiw doll.an a throw. 

ntn.n are ■Q'UP ildnp dODI ••ath daa·mlcln:lch11 1\lll; 

vban Dlllll t.oll am .U tO'r oohD, t " I •ol411Dl7 auptM. 
Preato, w looke4 up and 1uddM)7 veN in tbt aidat ot 

~ ot ~lliia& boatll, buail.7 ~ ba.ck and torth lllidat 

tho flo&UJI& __. ~ and CUI and 0&11:oal 1114 all. tbie 

djpNNin& pnera1 clebl'ia. Suddtal1' tbeN vu a Wa aoiay apl.uh 

ott our bav--aot t1M&t7 t~ 114 ... -, tint riaiag eobo. 

I~ vu a ••ft&41 ~ riae. I had ~ -, ~ rocl and, 

~ Oftioel- Lake'• old ttaa flT fiihtllMn, I cut aut a vtd.te 

~ •tNallll' at Ida, )Mt aothln& henelld• 

Me8lllbile Ole •~ acioru of fUhlrmlln {by hDldin& 

~ h1a arat), mt all •adlr •hook their bead.a no. In t.wllltr 

abmtel I cut at lllllbti fUt7 magal~n• acmar n.._., b\at 11.Ul 

notbina happeaN. LoYe bad. npl..t bamav• It v• par tor the 

oaura•J...., tJm I trr to•• ott • little fubiDc, it•• 

tbouaaada of dM •thin&•••• "'l'bu• coho■ an Jlllt:C')l'&te," I 

,a1c1. 1'oJ.diisC., rod.. "Obdoua:17 tbly haftll1t rui1., tubir,. 

bocika." 

So w bla.dad alolfl.7 back Cbloup tbe noa~ 1:Nlh ud "'1ll 

aai bloai.4 4u4 cohDe for the Bonama hrld.Qa 14~ ha4 ._. 

otbff people io take out and ao tbl vq Joe Tip (1:hl 1oaal p11 
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warden) and bi.I "11• Oft1"took ua ill uotbu-~ v&fld 

~ dolnl &114 introduoed •• JM looked. like aAro,-.tvirm-

in a TV ciprette OCllllln'Cialt a banda-., talmed, Ollldoorl P'I 

with & ndiut llllltt. 

"How do JOI& keep rsv,r ■am.~ d&lrial ~ pld Nib, Joe?" 

Iuadbia. 

"I'a lliOi 10 ... 1 ba ..... thu bu Ne aoina Oil aiDoe Labor 

Dq, and. be&wai lmowl llhat v1ll _,,. lf'bc all 'thee• boaia .... 

lt.lrt atl'UD& U"OIIDCl &t calott• ~ tvq upatreaa. tt 

"PhoDecl JOU thU Mndlli}blat DO aDaWVe" 

"Took 'the vite,.l~t Ml°q to .. , ... .., traa tba pbolle. 
'. 

ltulp dq Incl ad.pt." 

"What an they 011Jtaa tor?" 

• thrw up Id.I --· "Coho tiaJalrMD. One ., ukl w, 

wit•, '1.ook, laq, vhln do I &Oto flad tblae hen DOit--. ~ 
at7' and 117 vite, Nila& a bit ot a teaae, IQIPllted tbat -,be 

ht ltU ill ta wroaa tow11, that ..,_ bl vu lMlc!nc for a oiYia 

_. .. ill Dllroit ---4 attff a fonlll' IU10I'• .And ao it pea. 

I oou1c1 write a book. ~ the weird boau tbq ua,. W. I 

•• a CUT•' thin ill a~ tube XtJl ....U, vrite a book." 

"WbJ' dall•t JVII a,qwq?" 

"lo u.. ~•• •akin& a fOl'CmMt ~ bin but ,q 

wife•••" 

"Dao•t t•pt ••" Glm pii 1a. ~14 ruh ii &004, except 

tb&• ill thla oat all De p1cl 1' ,-ri»a ill, not lA&Yille•" 

Glen bad to pi 1-ok ad v• wam Joe md Id.a vile poclbJe. 

"~ I GIil do for )'OIi?" Joe c,llled altv •• "IJke mqt,e 

laelplna ,OU PJ8 &0 tt 
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X lookecl back at all tbe bobb.iaa wt aUJ inc •• c!au-n1.aa 

up • beer oma ad bloaad -- oohoe. "No tbanka, JM," I 
alll'e 

■J»utecl bldl. na.i I/torta w1ah '°"'4 1111p land • • popool"ll 

----■ion." 

(9da •IOlT vu vrin. llut tine da,a betore that 1Z'acS,c 

Blaok Sa'tlll'dq, 8eptaber zs, 1167, wbla, duriD& a auddlD. aquall, 

-,. ~ a lamdncl thbh1c boata oa,eiNI IDll eenn tiahenlen 

41wmcl. I haft_. --..4 it. RDMl't fnftl'.) 
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