










'vii /2 e,? e THE SOUND OF MIMEOGRAPHS _? 

~ ~~ 
As I look back I tendAtequate the Thirties with 

" • '1t::: /(4/ 
the Depression and the De:::;,~ 

1 
eturn of 

Booze. In those days there wes,e some fearsome new 

_,kia~~~o ~!.:::;:e•r~ 
----~ A "· -----
of one's ...._.._. taste bu~ n~••io!r ~ ~ 
..-,d ~ ~ lf Cre:k and Sn: Harbor o!i:" fm,o_ 

A ~ 
buck fifty a ~ quart. One could a:lta- get a big 

~ 
brown bottle of beer (looking like A dug of a nurs~ 

d one still recalls ~ 

~ 

to Joe Louis shuffling out to induce sleep in another 

crazed opponent. 



~k~ 
Everybody seemed t?e wePk on WPA and ~ their ~t,6,,/,4(/ 

0 
1 

.J) f,. t • JNv-<P' _,_ 

't:hiltit en ~ in CCC camps busily planting pine ffees fr f\ .,,.._ --
too close together--which their sons now get 

time-and-a.-half for thinning out. rf ~__,~ft~ ~ p,.,/_, 
4 : / .,_1 t,,1AA1., A1,AJI) ~ .... - $£A• w 

~- ~ vvvw4 - r·-_ ~JC, 
perpetual Gol~s regional finals{;,.during whic~ ur 

local hero, a muscle-bound iron miner, used monotonously 
.A 

to get knocked on his can in the first round; a time when 

second-hand M0 del A's ran around miraculously on rag tires ~ ~ 

,.,_.. of gasolene(;.,d resola,ooly ...,t::t:::::: plates. 
A 

2 



I tend also to equate the Depression with a kind of 

personal locking an~~; the 

some old whimseys I nourished about 
f. 

I 

time for ~ 
(\ 

Success; a time for 

~ith the notion--as a current popular 

song had it-that the fundamental things appl~ as time 

goes by ... Dimly I ~ -•r a~a,,yer squatting 
J\ /'e 

over the dime store in a little iron-p:i~ ';I-~~ 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan~ ering what had happened t ~ 
to tw::s,~ anting~ : ~ ut it, ~ t~ 
wanting to write about things the way they r.1lil.y were~ ~ 

~ A \_ 
and actually fi1tally try±ftt!: te u,·ite about i-t. True, he 

~ 
couldn't spell or punctuate, but still he yearned to ~-6i&? 

f 



Almost instinctively he didn't send his things to the 

~ or to Collier's; 

to the new burgeoning 

~ 
he ~ it was no use; instead he sent them 

A " ~ 
crop of "little magazines~~ about 

, . , ~ 

in the back of Edward J. o•Brien' s annual collections of 

Q adltL 
West stories: obscure magazinesj\lH-e Hinterland and ~ ~ 

Pagany and Literary America; rather better known ones 

like Contempo, Story and Prairie Schooner-and dozens 

~~kMI'~~ 
upon scores of others!\ There was a whimsical old Y. in 

_6 _ ___ {.;J, 
New York called Lawrence c. Woodman wh himsell launched 

tv 
,, ,, L~ 

a half a dozen new little magazines{~t of a broom closet, ~ 
" ~ ~b- J 

American Scene being one of them; and poet,~ 

Garcia Villa (only recently "rediscovered," and still,\ young) 

~ 
who lattRehea almost as many, and moreover took everything 

~ A 
th& young lawyer wrote. 

" 
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)~ In fact during the Depression there seemed to be 

~~~~z~ 
a million "little magazines;"/\ the poorer we got the ~ •· 

,J 

more little mags were born. The writer's sole pay was 

~ 
the privilege of subscribing, of course; that and the 

:d ~ /\ 
wistful hope that ~mat;:aaii.Re...,;iglft survive to carry his - ----7i -- ~ 
story,- of which a few even did. When one •A-iii& be fell 

aJ-
two {,tl,t, sprang up in its place,1 the sound of mimeographs 

rang in the land. By and by the young lawyer's office~ ~ 

t;.t.~ ,, _;,:tr~~~ A ;;:,ith ,.( = "little magazine"A· -he posseooed ~~ 

~ tam ~ law books, MMi-,..kill he wrote and wrote--
/\ ./4 

still trying to tell about things the way they were--and 

~ , 

the little magazines took and took, until finally he 
/\ 

achieved the dubious imm:~of seeing a •;~ 

his in Storzl-dwicl,,,i,. of all things between B•eper / 

~~~~r.tJa_j (Ut,1.,4~ 

and /.. Saroyan. Atett o~~jAAf~as learning to spell and ."~ & 
/1 7 ~,_;.,~ ~ ~., 

fit; '1 , /J. : · ; I - , ✓_ - J - L ,1. - . ,J~ '1/ ~~/,V" ~ P-ftl ◄fr◄.~ 1 

punctuate a littlejf\<Y' ~ ._v,-rrv ~~ r• , 
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out of hidingtag~ the Post and Collier's were back 
.) "' - ,~ 

in the sadille-and the scribbling young lawyeri suddenly 
/\ 

-!o~ to rail.•,': ~ff~ lost~ his outlet 

• people listen he was 

\ 

V. and audience. 
I\ 

forced to write a book; it impregnated 
), 

an unwary publisher on the twenty-third try, but still no 

one z;:;:;;~ ;::~ :ttle magazine~ w~ t$J/ ~, 

peo~ his langjluage,' alas were .....id-• 
• r-- - r---J ,1, 

* 



Eight books and thirty years later the aging ex-lawyer 

~ 
wonders what young writers do these days to get listened 

J1 rruit~4Pl,I~,~~~~ 
to. Do they still dare write the way it really is? 

ft 
lnMijf so where can they send their stuff? The little 

~ 
magazines exist now only in doctorates; most campus 

.J. ' /\ -~ LL 7'~(,; ~ 
maga~i&es are devoted largely to• eentemi,la-tion ()f -- ·------,/\ /\ 

their navels ~ wi I I 1t e 'I J i : ateiieB aBd memorializing • 
/\ 

the dead; national magazines that~an occasional 

story can be counted on the fingers of one hand; and, worse .- '7f ,u/.--./ 

t~ ~ ,.---;:t ,IW ,,,_.. ·-

yet, the writers 

o'!f.,, finger. 
(\ 

/1/h. they ••om ..,ft.......,, can -:::unto~ 

How do young writers get to make it these 

days? Who out there is listening to them? Maybe, dark 

~ 
thought, they don't make it. Maybe nobody listens to " • 

them. Maybe people are tired of seeing ~the way 

~ ~$ k ~ ,dvJ,t ~ " {wt~~ ? 
they really are. ~ewe need a brand new Depression~ 

A ft. /\ 
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WHERE THE SOUND OF MDOX>ORAPHS? 

As I look back I tend for scae reason to equate the 

Thirties with the Depresaion and the Depression with the 

retum of Boose. In those dqa there was launched upon ua 

SOM fearsome new whiakiH calculated to dissoln the 

tattered ranants of one'• taste budai ardent ..,Adist 

1ail7 called Crab Orchard, Wolf Creek and SDU& Harbor, all 

you could encaapaas for a buck fifty a quart. One could cet 

a big brown bottle of beer (looking like the due of a nunin& 

squaw) for fifteen cents, and one still recalls whole 
~ 

entanrned f aailiu C!CrMe~ulieMG.~ around a table under a 25-watt 

bulb nuaalin& wq at one of thae cm-rnaJ clu• udders 

until closing time, listenin& on the radio to the hpynotic ,,,-/' 

voice of FDR or pgabem:e to Joe Louia shufflin& out to 

induce sleep in another erased opponent. O lost, O grieved •••• 
~ 

EYerybod7 •--d to be working on WPA and .... pro1en7 
~ . J 

~ A in CCC C8JIIP8 buail7 plantin& pine trees too close 

togethel'I-Vhich their sons now pt time-and-a-half for 

tbinn1nc out. It was a tiae of Landon buttona and perpetual 

Golden Glove• rep.onal f1na,• tickets twenty-five centa

durin& which our local hero, a fla1Un1 auacle-bound iron ainer, 

uaed aonotonoualy to 1et knocked on hi• can in the tint roundJ 

a tiae when second-hand Model A'• ran around lliraculoualy on 

rac tire• and thiablea of 1uolene and last ,-.ar'• license 

plates. 

I tend also to equate the Depression with a kind of 

personal lockin& and unlockincJ the tiM for aband.oniq aae 

old vhime,-. I had nourished about Succea•J a ti.lie for 

dabblinc seriously with the notion-as a current popular aonc 

had it"!i-that the func!•ental thine• appl7 u tiM coe• b,-... .. 



Dial.7 I recall a pussled JOWi& lawyer aquattin& .onr the di.lie 

■tore in a little iron-m.ni.n& town in the Upper Peninaula of 

Michican vooderin& v~t had. happened to tbe vondroua and 

diaa7 Tventiea, tearful and 19t stirred bT thia audden .lliMk 

nev auaterit7, vantin& to tell all about it, vantin& badly 

to vrite about thinp the vq • thought tiler vere. Tru~ JU ~ 
he couldn't ~ pmctaate, tut atill he ,earned ~ -41;/u.;;}'2 -~~ 
daemf'- thiaAnew t~l'Mllt. 

Alaoat inatinctiftl:r be didn't aend hi• tbinp to the 

!211 or to QS'Ubt'fl be •-edit vu no uaeJ inatead he 

aent tbell to the new bur&ean1n1 crop of ''littl•" aquinea 

he learnecl about in the back ot F.clward J. O'Brien'• annual 

collection■ of But atoriu a obscure 11a1uinea called 

ffjptfrlapd. and ~ and PyfllT and Literan; AaericaJ rather 

better kl1ovn onea like CqptWP9, §l2lZ and Prairh Scboonei

and do•- upon acorn of othera vhich be no lonpr recalla. 

There vu a vhiaaical olcl CUT in Rev York called Lawrence c. 

Wooaan vho painted vith one hand and vith the other launched 

a halt I doaen new "little" uauinu trca out of a broca 

cloaet, Aaericap §£El bein& one of thmlJ and a young ,oet, 
-rl- ~ 

Joae Garcia Villa (only recentl7 "allhc:..-.ncl,'' we are J 
/\ 

charaed to note, and atill lliraculoual7 youna) vho ■tarted 

&bloat u JW11, and aonoqr took nerythinc our )"OWi& law,er 

vrote. 

In tact durin& the Depruaion there •--d to be a 

aillion ''little aacuine■J" te~t, vu rapantJ the7 apread like ~I• rew 

apore■ J the JJOO~t the aore little up were born. The 

vriter•~-~~~e f:l::: the pr~rll,•• of aubacr~bin&, ot C~1JP.eJ 1 ~ , 

'lib~hv ,-f~~.~~/k, ~ . ) 
that and newbing the viattul hope that the -.uine Iii.pt 

,A / 
aurrlve to C&lTJ' hia ator,r-of which a tw ffen did. When one 

fell two apranc up in ita place and the aound of ldaeop-apha ranc 



in the land. BT and bT the JOun& l&"Tff '• office arw ao 

avuh with ''llttleu aapsinu that the7 far outnumbered hi• 

law booka. Still he wrote and wrote-a till tr,in& to tell 

about tbinp the way th-,, vere--and the little aaauinea took 

and took, until tinaJ17 be achiend the dubiou8 !mortality 

of aeein& a 1to17 of his in~ wedged of all thin&• betwHn 

Farrell uul Saro7U. Proaru• WU beill& aade, JOU aeeJ our 

hero waa learnin& to apell and punctuate a littleJ the 

beni&n O'Bi-ien eTen aprqecl hill "ith a fw atara. 

Tille paaaed, and then it happeudJ that old apoil ■port 

FDR ruined nerythin&J alaoat sincle-handed17 he vent out uul 

f etcbed back Prosperity. Whernpon all the little 11a1uinu 

prcaptly faded and died-"toldeci" WU the trade :nae ■ they 

could atand al:aost anythiJII but !1111• The br&J'9ra of 
~'/1,J,~~~Vtvf,I 

platitude• sramial.ii ~ out ol-hidingJ banks becan to 
/\ 

unbolt their doors apiDJ the !21! and CoJJier'• were buk 

in the aaddl ..... and the ■oribblin& JOUDI 1.wy9r had 1uddenl1 

lo■t his outlet and. his a11dience. Tryin& to make people 

liaten be wu forced to write a bookJ it haprepated an 

um,ary publisher on the tvmq-thircl trJ', but 1till no one 

real.17 listened, for the little 11a&aainea--vbtre people had 

aeeaecl to apeak h1a lan&U&P--al.M were pae with the wind. 

* * * 
Ei&ht books and thirty 19ar1 later the acin& a-lavrer 

aoatbtu ~on~ ~~ra do tbeae dqa to &•t 

liatened toJ /\ Not ucitecll.7 or indipaut.17, juat wonders ia 

all. Do tbe7 ■till dare write the wq it reall7 ia? If ao 

where can thq send their atutf? The little aaaaainea mat , 

now only- in un ~~J aost ~ -,&~ea ~ 1~w.~ X - @~'w ~~i?-d-~.,,,-c.-, 
cinoted 1 &el1 to- am ~~ -the!$ nanla and aaorialisinc 7\ _,,> --- ~ ~ 

ndie• all\ aaguinla that ~ !ft\ ffeD an occuional sto17 X 
can be counted on the fincera of one handJ ancl, worse yet, the 



• 

writen l!!.tz court can be eounted it ..... on one finger. 

How do J0\111& writen aet to aake it theae days? Who out 

then ia llatenin& to thtm? Mqbe, dark thought, they don't 

ever aake it. Mqbe noboq llateu to thal. Mqbe people 
~~'!'¢;n, 

are tiMi:rPWee-tl•--~lil& tbinp the vay they really are. . ~ 

.Could it be that vhat ve need ia a brand new fiv►HaP 

Depreaaion? 

. , 

,1 

Robert Tranr 
Maroh U, 1964 


