From: History of the Upper Peninsula of Michigam, published by

The Western Historical Company, of Chicago, in 1883.

Biographical sketch section of Ishpeming, page 451:

"N. Voelker, saloom, was born in Prussia, Germany, May 8, 1820;
emigrated to America in 1845, and came to Lake Superior the same year;
arrived September 8 at Copper Harbor, and engaged in mining; was there
four years, then went to Sault Ste. Marie; was there two years; then went
to Eagle River where he kept hotel and was in business there until 1857;
then went to Ontonagon and engaged in the brewing business, and was there
until 1866.

"Then came to Negaunee and carried om the butcher and brewing
business three years; in 1869, he came to Ishpeming and engaged in the
mercantile business for two years; in 1871 went west and located in Salt
Lake City, and engeged in mining; was there two years and in 1873 returned
to Ishpeming and since then has been engaged in the whaolesale and retail
selling of beer.

"He is one of the oldest settlers of the Upper Peninsula; has held
the office of alderman. He married Miss Kathrina Zeiem in Cleveland, Ohio,
June 15, 1846. She was born in Prussia. They have four children--George,

Nellie, Matilda and Joseph; lost one son--Jacob."

(You probably have all this material anyway, but I thought it
might be interesting for you to supplement your owmn genealogical records.)

Ken Boyer







The early immigrant settlers of the polygot U.P. were

mostly French-Canadians, 4i#e English (particularly the Cornish)
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and the Irisbh , followed by the Finns, Scandinavians and
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Italians, along with a fairish dash of Scots, Germans and

xex miscellaneous ™mittel™ Europeans to leaven the yeasty dough.
This dough is now/{éetty well kneaded Wd and baked
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jndividual who presently lives in the beloved U. P. J (One
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Reginald Michael Millimaki without batting an eye.)/\ "Beloved

Ovvv}/’,l;a‘/f&

U. P." is.no extravagance, as the average dweller there wouldn't

trade forty acres of mortgaged cut-over jackpine for a warranty

deed to the Fisher Building. The U. P. may be distanrand '[MLZ" ,

its climate hamsh, its mosquitoes ravenous and its economics
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Last of all the Peninsula possesses three of nature's
noblest creations: the white-tailed deer, the ruffed grouse/ﬂﬂ
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and the,\brook trout. (Alas, blind pursuit of the latter has kept

fu‘ﬁ)- athen

this native from himself observing some of the «lisBs attractions

here recounted.) ﬁa s anci’/coyotes and smaller wild game also
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the Mather Inn in Ishpeming. Afterﬁlistening to the learned
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Since any/\chamber of commerce would promptlyﬁéanish/\ n;
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@hnative who’\dared weite about the place without extolling
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its tourist glories, one hastens to ,m%some of them) é@%[(} M/w%f

~8t333 other chambers of commerce will doubtless lﬁmﬁs«e loan® 5'
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the mighty Mackinaw Bridge itself and venerable St. Ignace

tmidcliny Dperstiad Mackeras |

and its surrounding history-drenched islands' then the teeming
Soo locks, accounting for more tonnage (and exposed film) than
any other lock in the world, not excepting Panama and Suez;

then the colorful Tahquamenon river and falls near Newberry,
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tourists mey€cstatically hurl theix}\ empty p&% bottles; the

Ex fabulous sandstone Plctured Rocks near MunlslngO (eoter—Ffiim
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the mighty iron-ore loading docks near Escanaba and at Marquette) %%‘

the smoky and brooding--and yet unspoiled--Porcupine Mountains

lying beyond historic Ontonagon; the colorful Copper County and

mvirviwe
the breathtaking water-hemmed Keweenaw Peninsula whieh—runs straight
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into the sea; the lonely forested jewel of Isle Royale lying far
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Mining and lumbering has long been and still is the

heartblood of the U, P., without which the area would doubtless
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revert to the Indians. Commercial fishing once playod—?\modest 2
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end=drewshebised and killed the fish., But of late years, %
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and especially since the advent of the new Mackinac Bridge,
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the U, P. is rapidly becoming widely known as a vacation and
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Consequently more and more the droll science of parting the

tourist rapidly from his buck is being studied by the resourceful

descendants of the sturdy pioneers who first permanently settled

the Peninsula. Tonnages are’(\?)‘lgowing to tourists; board feet to [QMA@/
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It is also not generally known that{more peopliA?well
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in greater Flint than in the entire Peninsula, which roughly
comprises one-third the area of the state. Nor that many
points in the Peninsula are farther from Detroit than the

latter is from eslser points xm on the Atlantic seaboard.
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already exploring the U. P. about the time the Pilgrims
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were landing at Plymouthy bedms-largely prospectors, fur

traders and dewmewe-men of God. Before the Revolution the
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British were also prowling the area, being,“sm more

singre=mindeddy concerned with enriching Britannia than
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Every school child knows that for years nobody wanted to
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"Toledo strip.",This reluctan /\turned%to self-congratulatxsmory

Al

glee when shortly thereafter large copper and iron deposits
were discovered on the U. P. rivalling in richness any then

known on the hemisphere. The shunned ugly duckling had turned

into a fabulous golden-haired princess. w
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thereafter became a vast horn of plenty pouring,mineral and
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forest riches out upon its,adoptive parent "down below."
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g Fewer people know, however, that in the long glance of history

the U, P. was explored, fought over and “o-seme-exbtens settled i
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The U. P.

The Upper Peninsula of Michigan--simply U.P. to its

iy&ngnon the so&%herly rim of the great Canadian pre-
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Cambrian shield of North America ome of the oldest rocks
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in the world Xserexposed here, like stfained and ancient
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molarslfround on the relentless hone of many past glaciers,

the lasté?in its slow convulsive retreazj/ieaving the region

a vast jumble of hills and swamps and forest and endless

waterways. Two of the greatest of the Great Lakes pound and
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lap its rugged shores, Michigan and Superior, the latter the
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world's largest and coldest inland sea. It was mpan these
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lakes that the Indians of pre-history first ventured into the 4/344é142¢(

Peninsula, ultimately followed by the early French and
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English, and then the immigrant Americans, &t br A
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and pestilence alike ﬁ£/¥ﬁ;ﬁ§%}?pon the reluctant heathen,

@tye thoughtfully felling their forssts, digging their ore,
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Mining and lumbering hm long bee the kmaxth¥ heartblood

of the U. P) Without-tirem=the~U+~Rs would s-e-l-bl-doubtless/\b
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to the Indians. Commercial fishing once played its part te
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pumping this heartblood, until along swem the damprey and
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drew the blood and killed the fish. But of late years, and
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U.P.xxxkexlix is rapidly becoming known as a - vacation
“’“’W e f’)m?{-\nl ) W?“““(‘?}' Wire
and resort area, both in wint er and summer,, ‘and more
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the droll science of %partlng the tourist from his buck
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is being studied by the sturdy¥ descendants of eh%se‘mreef&l
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pioneers who first permanently settled ﬁ the Peninsula.
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Since any chamber of commerce would promptly banish any

U. P. native who dared write about the &:‘K‘Wéithou}\m

its tourist glories, one -hestily observe{ some of them.
L 4 A
(Still other cambers of commerce will doubtless likewise
A

contemplate banishment for any omitted.) There is of course,
¢

the mighty Mackina)‘ &idge itself and venerable St. Ignace

and its surroudding history-drenched seredes- islands;

then the teeming Soo locks, accounting for more tonnage (and

exposed film) than any other lock in the world, not excepting
Mhalins
Panama and Suez; then the colorful Tahquamenon river and falls
e &/ pfre Asasp

near Newberry, into whlc}}{;aae may ecstatically hurl egﬁg'l/%v; o % )

Selee bottlfls; the fabulous sandstone Pictured Rocks near

Munising (color film recommended ); the Seney wild-life refuge(/nzo ?’“"W
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the mighty iron-ore loading docky  near Escanaba and at
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Marquette; thes bro varrIm—the yet unspoiledAPnrcupine
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Mountains lying beyond Ontonagon; the/\breathtaking water-

hemmed Keweenaw Peninsula which runs stx‘ight 2% into the sea;
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the lonely forested jewel of Isle Rzi;alg_lyingAt:; in Lake

0"l foms of Tt Primdvey hto, rramea s [z‘j;{‘/‘""%ﬁé

Superior_')l\ghe impressive iron and copper mining araas; Hlae

scores and hundreds of beautiful wooded lakes and ravers and

ponds and streams and beaver dams which boug everywheref with
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their forests and falls and springs and endless benumbing scenery.




)< 4{ Last of all the Peninsula possesses three of nature's noblest

creations: the white-tailed deer, the ruffed grouse, and the

brook trout. (Alas, ‘éfrsult of the latter has bhﬂdcd

A

et
chp&n%eq from hlmself observing some of the esxiiew
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U. P, attractions here recounted.) Bears/ and coyotes also

abound, but tales of man-eating wolves
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are greatly exaggerated. One knows/\because ”-geadin-en
Aetbe g1 Wl Wlltn o o St L.

(I« W Danny McGinnis !recently attended a U. P. kmim®x seminar on
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the subject( After the learned assemblage &had delive%
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itself pro and con, Danny rose up and ended the semimner
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The early immigrant settlers of the U. P. were French-
A

C nadians ,AEnglish (particularly the Cornish) andAIrish,
followed by the Finns, Scandinavians and Italians, along with

a fairish dash of Szmxek Scots, Germans and miscellaneous

N
"mittel Europeans/ to leaven the yeasty dough. This
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pedygot dough is now pretty well kneaded and mixed into
N

that friendly, prickly hard-working, hard-playing individual
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who presently <wet®s in the beloved U. P.<0ne todayeadsl\

of U. P. highschool athletes{\ea-ll-ed Reginald Michael Millimaki
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without batting an eye) "Beloved® is no extravagance, as
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the average We—=B\ dweller wouldn't trade forty acres ofmwgayk(

cut-over jackpine for a warranty deed to the Fisher Building.
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The U. P. may be dista.ntA its climate harsh, its mosquitoes MM’L@‘?«M
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+uge, its economics chancy and hayw1re but the born and m‘
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the act.) This reluctant parenthood turned swiftly to self-congratulatory
glee when shortly thersafter large copper and iron deposits were dis-
covered on the U, P, rivalling in richness any then known on the hemisphere.
The shunned ugly duckling had turned into a fabulous golden-haired princess.
The down-state politicians strutted and prnhed themselves for their astute-
ness as the rugged U, P, thersafter became a vast horn of plenty, pouring
mineral and forest riéhu out upon the receptive and beaming adoptive parent
"down below." :

Fewer people know, however, that in the long glance of history the
U. Py was cxpléred,v{mht over and soi:t_lgd long before lower Michigan
ever came into its owm. The curious and ‘mtr:pid.l’raeh wers already ex-
ploring the U, P. about the time the Pilgrims were landing at Plymouth,
They were mostly prospectors, fur traders and men of God. Before the
Revelution the practical British were also prowling the area, being some-
what more concerned with .nriching Britannia than extolling the glory of
God. One of their sarly mlorin( parties spent a winter trying to abduct
the famous solid copper boulder at Ontonagon. Failing that they tried to
cut it up. Again they failed, but only for lack of tools rather than zeal,
and the historic boulder now reposes in the Smithsonian Institute in
Washington, safe from marauding British and tourists alike. Detroit was
not established until 1701, after Cadillac and his party had coasted dowm
in war cances from the U, P. fort at St. Ignace, already dwbhahed for
many years. (Of course every school child knows that while founding
Detroit the intrepid Cadillac stole his name off a parked motor car.

Before that it was Kilroy.)

It is also not generally known thgt today more people dwell in greater
Flint than in the entire Upper Peninsula, a vast area comprising roughly
one-third of the state. Nor that many points in the Peninsula are farther
from Detroit than the latter is from points on the Atlantic seaboard. Nor
that still other points in the Peninsula are almost as close to Hudson's

Bay as they are to the state capitai. Nor that prior to the admission of




Alaska Michigan claimed the hotly disputed distinction of being the longest
state and possessing the longest coastline in the Uniom. But Alaska has

changed all that, and may, who kaows, finally bring humility even to Texas.
Kminsaadmmmlmbunmdstﬂlhthoheartblmdofm
Ue Poy without which the apea would doubtless revert to the Indians, OCom-
mercial fishing once also played a modest supporting role, unt?/wt];oﬂngem
the blood-sucking lampreys and killed the fish. "““"ﬁ’"‘""“ﬁ,m
dun'ayms,\haww has itself become a minor industry. But in recent years,
mduweiallym«thoadmtefthem)ﬁekmacnrﬁu.thou.hu
rapidly becoming widely known as a winter and summer vacation and resort
area of a kind wniqée in the nation. Its very remoteness and rugged indi-
viduality has beceme part of its growing sttraction. One can really get
awvay from it all. Consequently more and more the droll applied scieace of
parting the tourist rapidly from his buck is being studied by the resourceful
descendants of the sturdy pioneers who first permanently settled the
Peninsula, Twmfmlhbmamu;mﬁfmto“
beaches and boardwalks, The sale of tomahawks is better than ever.
Since any U, P, chamber of commerce would promptly banish for treason
any native who dared speak about the place without extolling its tourist
glories, one hastens to list some of them, fearfully mindful that still
other chambers of commerce will doubtless also want to banish him for any
glories that are omitted, Ons sighs and bravely takes the plunge.... There
is, of course, the mighty Mackinac Bridge itself and venerable St. Ignace
and its surrounding history-drenched islands, including bejewelled and auto-
less Mackinacy then the teeming Soo locks, aecounting for more tommage (and
exposed £ilm) than any other lock in the world, not excepting Panama and
Sues; then the colorful Tahquamenon river and falla near Newberry, thought-
fully provided by Nature as a place into which itching tourists may ecstati-
mhmlmmmmammm;mwcfmm
cliffs known as the Pictured Rocks mear Munising, from the top of which
Mmmdm’ofwmmmihmmnmudwhan




flang themselves for love and love alonej the sprawling Seney wild-life
refuge, & momment teo the idea ofcwmtion; thcnthoniahtyiron-m
rlnad:ln; docks near Escanaba and at Kamtta, duarfinx even an ocean liw;
the smoky and brooding—and as of this writing yet mpoilod-—rorcapmc '
Mountains lyiag beyond historic Ontomagon; the colorful and breathtaking
Boypn' Country along with the equauy breathtaking water—-hemmed Keweenaw
Peninsula, running straight into the restless seaj thc lonely forested
pine-scented jewel of Isle Royale; lying far out im Lake Superior, where
long before the time of Christ a mysterious tribe of Indians had mined
the copper; the beautiful ntw-thekod Guobie range, adjoined by colorful
and mch—admtiud K&rlqn the msin h'nu and copper mining areas,
mmmormmzwmnmwrm; the many parks and

forest preserves; the various historic sites and ancient burial grounds;
the Indian arrowheads and many SEAeE sarive pelb sl artificies aed of
course, for every taste, all the nuv blossoming mystery spots and
anortodgateh—p@ tourist traps. And always hars are the stores and
hundreds of beautiful vooded hills and vast plains and spring-fed lakes

and rivers and ponds and streans and misty beaver dams vich everyvhere
abound, along with tall uhiaperiu forests and splashing waterfalls and
erystal springs, hovered over by the soaring bald eagle, the cackling

loon, the whirring ducks, the haunting whip-poor-will, and other birds and
aterfoul galore. And everyvhere there ia the endlessly enchanting scensry,

' allmdrmlybmntiml, and far beyond the reach of the mere invented words
of man, One has to see it to b'um it..

Last of all thp Pani.nnh pulmoa thru of nature's noblest crea-
tions: the white-tailed deer, tho ruffed grouse (partridge to the natives),
and the elusive brook trout. (Alas, blind pursuit of the latter has kept
this U, P. native from himself observing some of the other attractions here
recounted.) Bears and coyotes and smaller game also abound, besides many
species of game and pan fish, but tales of man-eating timber wolves are




greatly exaggerated. One lmows this is soimnae one’s old trapper friend
Danny McGinnis remﬂyanmdoduu. P. mi.mrontln subject at the
Mather Inn in Ishpeming. After Ihtaing to the learned assemblage inter-
minably deliver itself, pro and com, parched Danny finally arose snd tersely
concluded the conclave as follows: “Any man in thi.l room what says he was
et by a wolf is a dammed liarl Whomiah‘lls.sthnbaﬂ"

The early settlers of the polnot Us P were mtly rreneh-canadians,
Baglish (particularly the sturdy Gornish) and the ubiquitous Irish, followed |
beginning shortly after the Civil War by the Fims, Scandinavians and ‘
Italians, along with a fairish &ash of Smy Germans and miscellaneous
waittel” Buropeans to leaven the yeasty dough, This dough is now pretty
well kneaded and baked into a strangs and wonderful mixture resulting in
that friendly, prickly, hard-w , hard-playing individual who presently
lives in the beloved U. P, (One védsy regularly reads of U P. highschool
athletes nomed Reginald Michael Millimaki, for example, without ever batting
an eye.) Nor is the phrase "beloved U. P." an idle extravagance, as the
average dweller there wouldn't trade forty acres of mortgaged cut-over
jackpine for a warranty deed to the Fisher Building. The U, P. may be
distant and lonely and harsh of climate, its mosquitoes may be ravenous as
condors, and its economies chancy and haywire-~but the bom and bred U. P. '
lemplymldn‘tnnwme. Those who have left yearn only
to return,

Gldmpmbanmhanwtu-ﬁngnmmspdlofthev. P. He
was declaiming one day last swatmfmormmmm;md
rivers, waiting for the evening rise of trout. "As the fella said, this
here 8.:-?., country is kinda like our moonshine--once it hits you, once it

gits in your blood, you're floored, man, you jest can't movel”
Pt P.pieplcmtmﬁyehaem: they may revile the smow and cold in

winter; the bugs andhuat in summer, and their fate all the time—but they

just can't move.




The Upper Peninsula of Michigan
Johin B, Voellker

The Upper mheme P. to its inhabitantse-is a
w,wwmmmammzmdmwt '
Canadisn pre-Conbrian shisld of North imerici, Somws of tho oldest rocks
in the world lie exposed here, like stained and encient molars rubbed nd
ground on ¢he releatless hous of on age-old procession of glaciers, the '
Mmtunwem&numtwmmmamtmuaf
hm:andwmtomummmw. Two of the greatest
of the Oreat lakes pownd and lop the Peaninsulats yugged shores, Michigen
and Superior, the latter the world?s largest and surely the coldest inland
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_thomﬁimafw-huwmmmmmmmw.

ummmymmwmmmmmlymmw and lastly
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their ore, mm»wmmmzmmwm. trapping ‘
and slaying their game, and finally herding the battered remants of these
mmmuummwummmmmmm
rmummmmmmnkmmm
Wutmmmmﬂnwbdemmﬁatmm“wwm
&rpsy, the summer tourist. : ‘
m'mleummmam.mﬁwm-aumum
remote and raffish U, P.,MWMMMMW
i udaw.mw.ﬂmuthmefumw,amdut
parcel of real estate along the Ohfo border kuown as the "Toledo strip.”
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the acts) Muwmmwwmuwmm
gice vhen shortly thersafver large copper and iron deposits were dis-
mmmmu.r.rmmuunmmw-mmmmmm‘
The shumied ugly duclling had turmed into a fabulous golden-haired princess.
The down-state politicians strutted asd precued thewselves for their astute-
mummn.r.muomammum.m
Mwmﬂ&umummmnmmndm”mt
ummn
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u.r.mm.tmmmmmmwmmmm
‘ever came into 188 ows. mmmummamm«-“
ﬂmmu.r..mmmmﬂhﬁnmmnm
thvmmxymm,rwmaumafw. Mmm
mummmmmuamaammmw.mm
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God. mamuﬂrmmmsmammmum
the Sunsen Sulid bopper: bondis ot Baigass Pailing that they tried to

cut it up. mmm,mwmm«rmmmm
mmw«mwmmmummumh

Washington, safe from mareuding British and tourists alike, Detreit was
uot established until 1701, after Cadillse and his party had ceasted down
in var cances frem the Us P, fort at St. Iguacs, alresdy sstablished for
many yoars, (0f course every school child lmows that vhile founding
Detroit the intrepid Cadillac stole his name off a parked motor car,
Before thot it was Kilroy.) \ ;

It s also not generally known that teday more people dwell in greater
Flint than in the entire Upper Peniasula, a vast srea comprising roughly
one-third of the state. Ner that many poiats in the Peninsuls are farther
from Detroit than the latter is fram points eu the Atlantic seaboard, lNor
that s¢111 other points in the Peninsuls are aluost as closs to Hadson's
Bay a8 they are to the state capital, Nor that prior to the adaission of
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state and possessiug the longest coostling ia the Ualen, Dut Alasks has
.Wmms.mw,wm,mmmmnvmurm.,
mmmmwmm.&unmwum
Us Poy without which the area would doubtless revert to the Indians, Come |
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the bloadmsucking lampreys and killed the fish, Now searching for and |
duwhgh, mtmlthmammw.,h;hmrm,
and especially since the sdvent of the new Mackinas Bridge, the U. P. is
nmmwmanmummum
matakhduumhthum Rsmmmmhdb
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away from it all. Warmmdmmm:wma _
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descendants of the sturdy ploneers who first permnently settled the e
Peninsula, mmmmum;bmdfm»”
beaches and boardwalks, The sale of tomshavics is better than ever,

Sinece any U. r.mum,m.mmmm
any wative who daved speak about the place without extolling its tourist

glaries, one hastens to list some of them, fearfully mindful thet still
other chambers of camerce will doubtless also want to banish him for any
glories that are omivted, Oue aighs and bravely takes the plunge.... There
i, of courss, the mighty Mackinae Bridge itself and venerable S¢, Ignace
and 1ts surrounding history-dvenched islands, including bejewelled aad auto-
less Mackineej then the teeming Soo locks, sccounting for more tounage (and
exposed film) than any other lock in the world, not excepting Panams and
Suesj then the colorful Tahquemeuon wiver and falls near Newberry, thoughte
fully provided by Nature as a place into which itching tourists may ecstatie-
cally lurl their tin cans and empty bottles; then the fabulous sandstoue
mmm“mummw,mm,mumorm‘
nonotoncus processicns of legendary Indlsn maidens are reputed to have




flung themselves for love and love alensy the spravling Seney wilé-life
m,ammmmamm;mmwtrmv
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the soky and brooding—and as of this writing yet wispolled~—Porcupine
mmww«mgmmmmmA
Copper Country alang with the equally breathtaking water-hemsod Keweenaw
Pealasula, rusning straight inte the restless ses the louely forested
ywmuwmmmmmummm
long before the time of Christ a mysterious tribe of Indians had mined

the copper; the besutiful vater-flecked Cogebic range, adjoined by colorful
mmmw;mwnmmmmm.
including some of the despest vorkiags in the worldy the mny parks and
forest preserves; the various historic sites and ancient burial grounds)
the Tadian arvovhesds and many other nstive gens and srtifacts; and of
course, for every taste, all the many blosseming mystery spots and
Wummwmmw. ind alveys there are the scores and
,mnmmmmmmmmmmm
mmmmmm-mmdmhmmwmm
m.mu&«nmmmmnwmm}
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of man, One has to see it to belleve it. '
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tionst the vhite-tailed deer, the ruffed grouse (partridge to the matives),
and the elusive brook trout. (Alas, blind puwsult of the lavver Bas kept
ﬁhmr.uunfmhmum“etm.mamm“m
recouted.) Bears and coyotes and smaller game also sbound, besides many
We&'mmmﬁﬁ.mmam&ﬁpbwmmm




| greatly emaggerated. mmmu»m-meummmm
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Mather Inn in Tshpemiug. mmuwwmm
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begianing shortly after the Clvil War by the Pimns, Scandinavians and
Ttalisns, along with a fairisk dash of Scots, Oermans and miscellansous
Puittel Buropeans to leaven the yeasty dough, This doagh is now pretty
well kmeaded and baked into 2 strange and voaderful mixture resulting in
¢t friesdly, pricily, hardworking, hard-playing individual vhs presently
lives in the beloved Us P, (One teday vegularly reads of Us P. highsehool
athletes named Reginald Michasl Millimekd, for example, without ever basting
an eye.) Nor is the phrese "beloved U P an idls extrovagance, as the
average dweller there wuldnft trade forty acres of mortgaged cuteover
jackping for a wirrenty deed to the Fisher Building, The U, P, may be
»m#mmmuuhat‘mmx@mmwhmm»
. cendors, and its econemics chengy wnd haywive--bit the bom and bred U, P
dveller simply woulda®t live anyvhere else, Those who have left yearn ouly
to return. o e '
oummmwwmmmmwwamu.r. He
mé«ehmmwmcmumm«mwmmm
rxm.mmmmummnfm mmtynnsu,au'
ma.r.muumnhwmuuum,mu
ﬁmmmMmm floered, man, you jest can’t movel”
 Ua P. people ave fummy that ways  they may revile the snow and cold in
winter, the bugs and heat in swsser, and thelr fate all the time-but they

Just cantt myve,




