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SOROSIS OF THE BUDGET: A CANDID , FOTO ~ 

Ro~:t ~-~ -- ~~ 
Our daughter Lisbeth is radiantly happy these days~- t -~sAa 

----
at Midwestern u. and ~~dged Gamma Nu Gamma.I ~;e;;;:t& r ' 

..J£M~•~m~..-, Q./ ~~t-wi'.,._, qd;t ,a ; •• ~ ~- - -
~ is~"pinned" to {'Nu Gamma Nu . i7;& pinned.~is'aeisf'½ eKf)lsiRiD is 

an arrangement whereby one becomes engaged to bec ome eniaRed. His 
~~ f 

name is Creighton and his father is "in ?il. 11 "An ay,- Grace 
,, ) "' (\ ~1"41,e.,'l~~~ • 

.. . ~_!g_:n: lhilosophical~, ~- ""~ee8s-tiii'l'!"l2~ oil is we 1. ~ "Off s_hor ly " 

/"V"~<!\-Lisbeth has/\~, to inform us whether 

of being pinned ~rbr ace5talso the ritual of first being pinned o 

be J>JE.nerl ~-;::;Jf(i?Z#l;';ti-:::=:t; :&Q prgbe, ~i .. 11:uiL8'llii liillbject.-
~ ~ - --· -- ·-

~-~ seems reasonably clear, however, that our Lisbeth has got herself 
(\ 

pinned, and that the pin-or is a "perfect doll• " (I find a little 

heady the prospect of ever going trout fishing ·with such a son-in-law.) 

That Lisbeth might be asked to join a sorority and, being asked, 

might wish to accept, was;;'f~si~iliqr that Grace and I 

faced bravely when first we considered her college budget. "How much 

shall we allo~ _fo_t_.:uch a catastrophe?n I aske<;_, e,er tr~e realistic 

~J:ilBi:,e~ I had~;torgotten the cost of my own elaborate course in 

the three Gr
1

eek letters I contrived to learn while o:(y CD llepe,,~ 

Grace seemed to remembe~ had run her dad around a hundred bucks 

for her to join the Thetas . Inflation being what it is , and Grace and 
0~ 

I never being ~to stint our little Lisbeth , I shrugged and with 

a careless wave of the hand generously marked down: "Sorority, !;>2O'J . 00." 

It was t he act of a dreamer. 



The thing started offci,softly, as mistily : uted
1

;si.;~~; 

strains of ~m1 of Wag& .;J-e.t\ µ- olonged musical s,yoref,\ 11Dear JvTommy, 

Sorry I had to s nend $6.L~0 for the photo of our pledge class and 

5.78 for the flowers for our tea, but ~mply darling. 
I\. ~:;;iilll='?~J?.J7:-

tell you all abJ ut it ... rr Enter a lone English horn, sti ;Js,-~ 

~ P curiously insistent. ttFraternity supper, 9.80--Creight was 

there--assessments, 8.~o, miscellaneous, :• o .. " F@n srae t ho eeht&el.-

A4i,~ ~~"'""- l, ~ . !i~ 
lfr ph t graphic plates. ...______;:-:. .,, ' 

The haunting English horn now swells and gains clearer definition. 

"Pledge pin, 3.75, pre-initiation fee, 12.25, pledge manual, 3.75.rr 

• -Tj:e_:~c now joined by heavy growlings from the bass. TTWelcome 

tea for mothers,- 8 . 20--terribly sorr" , Moms , you couldn't m me-

flowers and photos, 12.18.TT Again: "Dinner-dan:: e fer Nu Garn pledges, 

flowers and photos, ;1/.80 . TT " New photo of our pledge class, 6.40--

one of our cutest girls looked cross-eyed in the first." 

"I ha; e a r~ui ti on, " Grace rena rlred just about then, 

u't,apa't':f'about to ~o-star in tire best-photographed crash in the 

history of bankruptcy.TT 

"Complete with flowers, TT I m1.r mured. 

Suddenly cane a oair of chilling staccato toots from the trumpets. 

"Assessments, 36.40, miscellaneous, 37.40.rr ("At last," Grace said, 

nr have now divined the difference between assessments and miscellan-
~ • g, /A/1~~ 

eous--i tr s one buck l) Now a ser::e s of ~;blasts from the trumpets, 

introducing the wild ascendant main theme. "Dear Pops, f our tattered 

daughter needs a new formal for the interfraternity ball ••• 11 After 



,. '( /lk • ~ ~ .ub..t'.U.w..4 

fi ~ .,,~ ~~~~4£~~ 
l~----"17' - •~~ ~J 

a_,,~n~ 



, ~ 
the ball was over little/\L~'e-ei;JJ.. also needed, it appeared, an addi-

tional 24.so for "buffet supper, flowers arrl fotos." (Alas, in 
~ 

addition to everything l ls~,/ our 1=,isberth was fast fallipg under the 
[,,,(1,,1-i,/,l.l:t ~, - ai/-m-""wtitl • ~ t/i, 

cultural ·spell of theAChicago Tribune. ' 

By now the granf ain theme was in full cry, bass alternately 

soughing and barking, horns hec1rald.ing, stri ngs soaring and wailing, 
~ 

the tympani in a state of advanced tremens. Here ar~Asome of 

the high spots: homecoming dance during Mich game; share in home

c ominv lawn display during same (it took only an honorable mention, 
- un~ou,l"' 

the winner, h~ been ~1' of pure gold); buffet supper 

for parents and old grads after the game--"sorry you handsome old 

a,g'ff5.(ftf.t ( ~ darlings{\ be there"--; house tax whatever that was f ~ ; tea 

for house mothers, more tea for senior advisors , sti 11 more tea for 

the swilling and ubiquitous Nu Garns , new tea gown for return brawl 
r.'!a ~vfA,lij 

at Nu Garn house ... ~.'\nd o:y_;p Lisbeth-had lways loathed te~too.· )-. 
. ~ ~ ~ 91 Then there was a medie valAcostyrn~ for" All Saints, {\~A tab eau, 

-k ! R fmuktia 1 r1 ~~ ,, 
I bel::ie ve it was ~ at thet\Hafrm-"Jeen party; a"~t~~ "assessment" ,for 

. ~ ~ii,,Q 
something or other ~ anksg:i..vi~; and a dand~ 1miscellaneous~or 

chapter horne d ations duri the Christmas holidard--c,;-eabt::l:e ss--
h/U./31v~U.,, .,,/,,t. J ... LJM..a.,.,- J, ~::A 
J:/\ in tended ~ -~a1111- n our Lisbeth arriv:f home 

·1-.. (\ .. 
~7' the 16t~. . A~~ very • • was recorded, of course, 

t»+' .:avzaz s (r 
i ~ ndles~ otos, fotos, 

~.:::....;:a---;.,J • • ' 
All this and our Lisbeth hasn' even been initiated . Nor do we 

xg,i:k yet know the illl1'linent re:,j ¥der to as"tand Lisbeth, always 

an awarernd sensitive child, has charitably refrained from telling us. 

There is one glimmer of hope: the plucked wrents of our little 
I>' 

pinned wren have just learned she cannot actra.lly live in the "pil.ace"-
/\. 

as Grace and I now call the chapter house--u~til her third year. 



~I~ 
That is oneAapproaehing herror ~~ refuse to face in advance. In the 

meantime Grace talks more and more about taking in sewing. "I've 

always loved to sew," she decl ri res simply. "And next year, remember, 

our lj.,tt,le... J_yl,ie_,_~-~~. Je ready for college, too." • 
g,1,/, //~ ~ •· ~~ ~ I 

~ As f'or me I -am seriously ~ 1,1-~ tradi ~, my law books--'9 

on a c~ndid campus camera. ~ yAwith t he dusty cobwebs of the law! 
~ ~ Th~~JM vtp, tf/1/,td c/.nvw 

l 'lJila take ~ vcamE!ra and a packs8,ck full of fh sh bulbs and prowl the 
~ A 

land, tW one eo~ scouring eve r v sorority hous~oast to coast. 

"Steady there, C~iJ_k_s,.; n I'll lyer~~~he littl: e:,qe ctant 
,,~~ ~ fl'ff,t,,, -~~. 

pinned darlings.,1 ~Remimber~-you aven't been fotoed since yesterday ." 

I swear there's a fortune in it. 



~ 1,,-.t,,,,i:.. SO!eIS OF THE BUDGET: A CANDID FOTO 
- 7' ~ 

Ollr daughter Lisbeth is rad~ ha~ e days--she is a freshman 

at Mi•stem U. and is pledged Ganma Nu Gamma. Moreover she is "pinned" 
f ~ 

:: 1t~•;111;•-~·=··:a;~::=:: :::: :::~ :..::::~~ 
His name is Creighton and his father is ''in o~." "An:,wa7," Grace said.,~ 

philosophicall7J sh~ifts , "so tar o~ is well." 110ft shorel.y," I replied ••• 

Lisbeth --~ ~acted to ~~ thej/1:ltbemg pinned dsc/r • .-
~ _ p,b,1/tl, ~ ol fF,f,7\~ --
~ oeing pinned l o be pinnejliFd somehow we lack th~ heart to ,Pm'l!IM ~ 
this devious subject. It seems reasonably clear,~ ur Lisbeth has got 

herself pinned_iand th~t the ,pin-or _is ~ "perfect doll1 n(J)~a,,,.tdt/p~-fl.o 
.AA~ qi, ~r.""J:~ ~ . ~ ~~ .a.,.,v ... ~- tu✓-) 
r -- l'hat Lisbeth mignt be as,ed t.cf"'jom a sororit7 and, bemg asked, might 

wish to accept, was ot course a posaibilit7 that Grace and I faced baavel7 

when f'irst we considered her college budget. "How much shall•• allot tor 

such a catastrophe?" I asked, ever the realistic male. I had clean forgotten 

the cost of' 'll1Y own elaborate course in the three Greek letters I ~ ived to 
~ ~ 

learn wheil,4\,_.. m college, but Grace seemed to remember it had run her dad around 

a hundred bucks tor her to join the Thetas. Inflation being what it is, and 

Grace and I never bemg ones to stint our little Lisbeth, I shrugged and with 

a careless wave of the hand generousl7 marked down: "Sororit7, t200.oo. 11 

It was the act of a dream.er. 

The thing started oft • sottl7, as mistily muted as the opening strains 

of one of Wagner's prolonged musical snores. "Dear Momny, Sorry I had to spend 

$6.40 for the photo ot_ our pledge class and , 5.78 for the flowers ( our tea, ¼ 

~~~ -,.I, • it was ? 1 H darling., et me tell you about it ••• 11 Enter a lone English 
I\ A i ,$0--

hom) still tar far ga:y but curiousl7 insistent. "Fraternity supper,,OQ 
~ 



• 9'/.,-;.,,..,;71,., ~ 
Creight was there--assessments, 8.40, miscellaneous, 9.40. 11 ~ ,e-.lt:; w J 

--t.._ ,...,.~~~Jl./i~,.,.~~ .-kL~~~:-~~J~ii~~ 
7P'vv,._,,~ ~residing in these cryptic it~ miracillously negotiated.,....:z 

~~ S90t!'Wi,, withou~ benefit of photographf C.. ~ -

The~ orn now swells and gains clearer definition. "Pledge pin, 

3.75, pre-initiation fee, 12.25, pledge manual, 3.75. 11 The h.c1 1u¾:iag horn is 

now joined by heavy growlings from the bass. "Welcome ~ tea for mothers, 8.20-

terribly sorry, Moms, you couldn't come--flowers and photos, 12.18. 11 Again: 

"Dinner-dance for Nu Garn pledges, flowers and .,Ph2tos, ttx'kS:x::Vx 27.00. 11 "New 

-- ~ "' ~ ~ -1-i1, 
photo of our pledge class, 6.40--~ AgirlS looked cross-eyed in;rirst. 11 

"I have a growing intuition, 11 j race remarked just about then, "that we 

are about to co-star in the best-photographed crash in the history of bankruptcy." 

116omplete with flowers, 11 I munnurre'f:t-Jf ?) 

Suddenly came a pair of ch~ oots from the trwnpets. "Assessments, 

36.40, miscellaneous, 37.40. 11 ("At last," @race said, 111 have now diviBed the 

difference between assessments and miscellaneous--it's one buck!) Now ,.... a 

series of clear blasts from the trumpets, introducing the wild ascendant main 

theme. "Dear Pops, your tattered daughter needs a new formal for the inter

fratdrnity ball. •• _" ~ tl•r/ the ball was over little Lisbeth oL,,, 
~ nee(.k~ ,,i 24,80 for "buffet supper, nowers ~d fotos." 

(Alas, in addition to everything else, our Lisbeth was fast~ bmeti under 
~ 

theAi1"leia~etts spell of the Chicago Tribune.) . _ .~ 
,. bass ~r-- • i:( 

By now the grand main theme was in full m.J~~rnately ~ and barking,~ 

horns heralding, strings soaring and wailing, the typani in~a~ ed tremens , f~A ➔ 
~ ~ £,Jib ~ ~,. I L ./ ,. 

4,~ mecomin~g dance during Micre game; share ~in homec~min,_;.,1:1.~n dihsplay' ~w:ing same 
• ~ I C 5 U 

(it took" onorable mentionJJ the winner" a'Mi been _~ ~ . f pure gold); 

buffet supper for parents and old grads after the game--"sorry you handsome old 



t,J~~:, 
_,.; ~--

darlings can't be there" f\ house tax;~ tea for house mothers, more tea for senior 

advisors, still more tea for the swtlling and ubiquitous Nu Gams, ~ gown 

i'U.~~~ ff=:''' (\ 
for /t-"1111Pe~ Nu Garn (And our Li~beth had always loathed tea, too.) 
~ ~ ~-ln,,.,f',;t ~ ~ .J 

Then there was a costume for a tableau, I believek at the Halloween party; ~ 
~ ~ · I 1· 

0.,, l\"~ssessment" for something or other at Thanksgiving; and a mui dandJ[ 11misc:ellane 

for chapter ~ ecorations during the Christmas holidays,~~~~r~~~"'411~'j.£~~ 

step :t::i:•::•:~•::::: :~:~:::n:.::~:::i::::~• :::
0

::£::o::•know \. 
the imminent fee; we shudder to ask; and Lisbeth, always an aware and sensitive 

child, has charitably refrained from telling us. There is one glimmer of hope! 

(k-we~~~-tat- our little pinned 1'::':~~~ve in the 
~ ~ 

"impePii.a~11palace"--as Grace and I now call the chapter house--until her third_ 

year. That is on~ refuse to ~ advance. In the meantime 

Grace talks more and more about taking in sewing. "I.'ve always loved to sew, 11 

she de.clares simply. 11Jind next year, remember, our ~ e will be ready for 
"\) (/f ~ ) " ~ t ,\ 

'--~ 

~ll 
t 
,~ 

~ collegej'ltt; . Jt.J I 4, M1 ,i,UA;.~ 'Jg,;,.'••~ ~ t. iU' l· ✓ 
As for me, I am seriou y thinking of t ~ g H1 SY" ~aw books on a candid ~ 

~wilk~ ~,.,., . Jl/QJ.4.il~~ 
campus camera. A"".E-'-¥i~rf'Mt-e-~ and a packsack full of flashbulbs and prowl ~pan& 

+~~,I 
-dewll the land,Ascouring every sorority house from coast to coast. "Steady there, 

Ghicks, 11 I' 11 leer out at all the little expectant pinned darlings• "Remember,-

you haven't been fotoed since yesterday." 

I swear there's a fortune in it. 
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./~~ Budget Go Bra 

Our daught~~:e,~.:,:,:121'• 9, aaQ slaa is radiantly 

happy these days--she is pledged Gamma Nu Gamma. What is more/she is "pinned" 
~ ~ ~ 

to a Nu Gamma Nu. Being pinned, L1.1'-zb h explains, is an arrangement whereby Q,., ~ 
~u. • .,~",I.,...,;.,. Tb~•·~ ca~ •• ~."' 
~ffecomes engaged to oecome~~ge. His name is Creighton and his father is 

"in oil." As Grac~ ically put it, 41.Sc, f a=~~lJtlis well. 11 

,t • ~ ,4,111£.~ 110ff-shorely," I replied... Lisbeth has neglected to adT:f,..._..._ us whether she 
~ "' 

was first pinned to be pinned, and somehow wylack the heart to probe this dark 

subject. 

That Lisbeth might be asked to Join a sorority, and, being asked, might 

~t-fo accept, was of course a possibility that1:;;ace and I bravely contemplated 
~ v :#• _.,a;,,:a ZV)t ~•t • " .,/ ,, ~-' • J£_ • ~~ ~ 

when we made up her college budget. One to be realistic in~ these 

" ~ £,,,,ntL ~ things. I had clean for~otten what it had cost ft1 l "to take my course in three 
~'4 A A 

Greek letters I learn.,.when I was in college, but Grace seemed to remember that 

" it had run her dad around a hundred bucks for her to join the Theta's. Infla-

tion being what it is1 and Grace and· I never ~ing ones to stint our little 
~a.. ~~~ 

Lisbeth, I shrugged an~ careless. t AP8¥i1 liJ:l a hand jliillfl- generously marked down ; 

"Sorority,~ $200 .f;J/1•" Let the tail go with the hide! 

It was the act of a dreamer. 







•'ritten by: 
John ·o. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

SOROSI S OF THE BUDGET: A CANDID FOTO 

by 

Robert Traver 

our daughter Lisbeth is r diantly happy these days--she is a 

freshman at iidweatern U. and is pledged Gamma Nu -Gamrea. Moreove 

she is "pinned" to a real live Nu Gamma Nu. Being pinned,Liebeth 

explains. is an arrangement whereby one becomes engaged to become 

engaged. His name is Creighton and his father is "in oil." " ny 

way, so far," Grace said, shrugging philosophically, "oil is 

well." "Off shorely," I replied. 

Lis~eth has so far. neg ected to infonn us whether the inscru 

able folkways of being pinned include also the ritual of first 

being pinned to be pinned and somehow we lack the heart to probg 

this devious subject. It seems reasonably clear, however, that 

our Lisbeth has got herself pinn d, and that the pin-or is a 

"perfect doll.n (I find a little heady the prospect of ever goin 

trout fishing with such a son-in-law.) 

That L1.sbeth might be asked to join a sorority and, being 

asked, might wish to accept, was a contingency that Grace and I 

faced bravely when £irst we considered her college budget. "How 

much shall we allot for such a catastrophe?·' I asked, hoving clea 

forgotten the cost of my own elaborate course in the three Greek 

letters I contrived to learn while at college. Grace seemed to 

remember that it had run her dad around u hundred bucks for her t 

join the Thetas. Inflation being what it is, and Grace and I 

nover being ones to stint our l~ttle Lisbeth• I shrugged and with 

a careless wave of the hand generously m rked down: "Sorority• 

200.00.» 

It was the act of a dreamer. 



By now the grand main theme was in tull cry, bass alternatel 

soughing and barking, home heralding, strings soaring and wailin, 

the tympani in a state ot adv need tremens. Here are but some of 

the h1 h pots: homecoming dance during l\1ich game; share 1n home 

coming lawn display during same (it took only an honor ble mentio, 

the winner doubtless having been wrought out of pure ,old); 

supper for parents and old rads after the game--ttsorry you hand

some old darlings couldn't be there~--; house tax {whatever~ 

was for); tea for house mothers, more t~a for senior advisors, 

still more tea tor the swilling and ubiquitous Nu Gams, new tea 

gown for return brawl at Nu Gam houae •. ~ 

"I predict the peculiar affinity of these two Greek clubs fo 

each other,ft Grace remarked, "will one day perish in a ae of tea. 

"Cheaper than in coffee 1" I hissed, a driven man. 

Then there was the medieval witch costume for traditional 

All Saintst Day tableau, I believe it was, at the Halloween party; 

a cryptic nassessment" tor something or other at Thanksgiving; an 

a dandy "miscellaneous" for chapter hous decorations during the 

Christmas holidays--presumably intended for the lone enchantment 

of the natives, ae even our Lisbeth had arrived home by the 16th. 

And every grim step or the way was recorded, of course, 1n endles 

fotos, totos, fotos ••. 

ll this and our Lisbeth hasn't even been initiated. Nor do 

we yet know the imminent tee; we shudder to ask and Lisbeth• al

ways an aware and sensitive child, has charitably refrained from 

telling u. There is one glimmer of hope: the plucked parents 

or our little pinned wren have just learned she cannot actually 

11 ve in the "palace"--aa Grace and I now call the chapter house.

until her third year. That ts one horrifyin prospect we refuse 

to face in advance. In the meantime Grace talks more and more 



JThe thing started off softly, as mistily muted as the openin 

strains of a prolonged musical snore by •agner. "Dear Mommy, 

Sorry 1f h d to epend 6,40 for the photo of our pled e class and 

;.?8 for the £lowers for our tea, but everything w s simply darli , 

Let me tell you all about it .•. " Enter a lone English bom, stil 
I far t4r away but curiously insistent. "Fraternity supper, 9,80--
• ' 

Creight was there-.aesessments, 8.70, miscellaneous, 9.70." It 

was nice to learn that at least a supper oould be served without 

benefit of photo raphic plates. 

The haunting English horn now swells and ains clearer defini-

tion. "Pledge pin, ),75, pre-initiation fee, 12,25, pledge manua, 

3.75.n The horn is now joined by heavy growlings from the bes. 

"elco et a for mothers, 8,20--terribly sorry, oms, you oouldn' 

come--flo ers and photos, 12.18." Again: ttDinner-dance £or u 
. 

Gam pledges, flowers and photos, 24..80.tt "Hew photo or our pledg 

class, 6.40--one of our cutest girls looked cross-eyed in the 

first." 
tion, n Grace remarked just about the , 

"that you and I are about to co-star in the best-photographed era 

in the history of bankruptcy." 

"Complete with flowers," l murmured. 

Suddenly came a pair of chilling. staccato toots from the 

trumpets. "Assessments, )6,40, miscellaneous, 37 .40,.n . {" t. 

last," Grace said, "l h ve now divined the difference between 

assessments and m1scellaneous--1t'a one buckl") Now a series of 

clarion blasts from the trumpets, introducing the wild ascendant 

main theme. "Dear Pops, Your tattered daughter needs a new forma 

£or the interfraternity ball •.• " After the ball was over little 

Cinderella also needed, it appe red, an additional 24.80 tor 

"buffet supper, flowers and fotos.n (Alas, in addition to every

thing else, our Lisbeth was fast falling under the cultural spell 

of the world's self-admitted greatest newspaper, the Chicago 

Tribune.) 

- 2 -



Written by: 
1 

John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

SOROSIS OF THE BUDGET: A CANDID FOTO 

by 

Robert Traver 

Our daughter Lisbeth is radiantly happy these days--she is a 

freshman at Midwestern u. and is pledged Gamma Nu Gamma. Moreove 

to a real live Nu Gamma Nu. 

explains, is an arrangement whereby one becomes engaged to become 

engaged. His name is Creighton and his father is "in oil." "Any 

way, so far," Grace said, shrugging philosophically, "oil is 

well." "Off shorely," I replied. 

Lisbeth has so far neglected to inform us whether the inscru -

able folkways of being pinned include also the ritual of first 

being pinned to be pinned.and somehow we lack the heart to probe 

this devious subject. It seems reasonably clear, however, that 

our Lisbeth has got herself pinned, and that the pin-or 

"perfect doll." (I find a little heady the prospect of ever goin 

trout fishing with such a son-in-law.) 

That Lisbeth might be asked to join a sorority and, being 

asked, might wish to accept, was a contingency that Grace and I 

faced bravely when first we considered her college budget. "How 

much shall we allot for such a catastrophe?" I asked, having clean 

forgotten the cost of my own elaborate course in the three Greek 

letters I contrived to learn while at college. Grace seemed to 

remember that it had run her dad around a hundred bucks for her to 

join the Thetas. Inflation being what it is, and Grace and I 

never being ones to stint our little Lisbeth, I shrugged and with 

a careless wave of the hand generously marked down: "Sorority, 

$200.00." 

It was the act of a dreamer. 



The thing started off softly, as mistily muted as the openin 

strains of a prolonged musical snore by Wagner. "Dear Mommy, 

Sorry I had to spend $6.40 for the photo of our pledge class and 

5.78 for the flowers for our tea, but everything was simply darli 

Let me tell you all about it ... " Enter a lone English horn, stil 

far far away but curiously insistent. "Fraternity supper, 9.80--

:"-~::;:;;.;;;,;.:~-" Cr-eight was the-re---assessment , 8. 70, mis-eellaneous, --<). 70." 

was nice to learn that ·at least a supper could be served without 

benefit of photographic plates. 

The haunting English horn now swells and gains clearer defini

tion. "Pledge pin, 3.75, pre-initiation fee, 12.25, pledge manua, 

3.75. 11 The horn is now joined by heavy growlings from the bass. 

"Welcome tea for mothers, 8.20--terribly sorry, Moms, you couldn't 

come--flowers and photos, 12.18." Again: "Dinner-dance for lu 

Garn pledges, flowers and photos, 24.80." "New photo of our pledge 

class, 6.40--one of our cutest girls looked cross-eyed in the 

first." . 

"I have a ~ ion," Grace remarked just about 

"that you and I are about to co-star in the best-photographed 

in the history of bankruptcy." 

"Complete with flowers," I murmured. 

Suddenly came a pair of chilling staccato toots from the 

trumpets. "Assessments, 36.40, miscellaneous, 37.40." {"At 

last," Grace said, "I have now divined the difference between 

assessments and miscellaneous--it's one buck!") Now a series of 

clarion blasts from the trumpets, introducing the wild ascendant 

main theme. "Dear Pops, Your tattered daughter needs a new formal 

for the interfraternity ball ..• " After the ball was over little 

Cinderella also needed, it appeared, an additional 24.80 for 

"buffet supper, flowers and fotos." (Alas, in addition to every

thing else, our Lisbeth was fast falling under the cultural spell 

of the world's self-admitted greatest newspaper, the Chicago 

Tribune.) 
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By now the grand main theme was in full cry, bass alternatel 

soughing and barking, horns heralding, strings soaring and wailin, 

the tympani in a state of advanced tremens. Here are but some of 

the high spots: homecoming dance during Mich game; share in home 

coming lawn display during same (it took only an honorable mentio, 

the winner doubtless having been wrought out of pure gold); 

supper r-or parents and old grads after the game--"sorry you hand-

some old darlings couldn't be there"--; house tax (whatever that 

was for); tea for house mothers, more tea for senior advisors, 

still more tea for the swilling and ubiquitous Nu Garns, new tea 

gown for return brawl at Nu Garn house ... 

"I predict the peculiar affinity of these .two Greek clubs fo 

each other," Grace remarked, "will one day perish in a sea of tea.' 

"Cheaper than in coffee!" I hissed, a driven man. 

Then there was the medieval witch costume for a traditional 

All Saints' Day tableau, I believe it was, at 

a cryptic "assessment" for something or other 

a dandy "miscellaneous" for chapter house decorations during the 

Christmas holidays--presumably intended for the lone enchantment 

of the natives, as even our Lisbeth had arrived home by the 16th. 

And every grim step of the way was recorded, of course, in endless 

fotos, fotos, fotos ... 

All this and our Lisbeth hasn 1 t even been initiated. Nor do 

we yet know the imminent fee; we shudder to ask and Lisbeth, al

ways an aware and sensitive child, has charitably refrained from 

telling us. There is one glimmer of hope: the plucked .£arents 

of our little pinned wren have just learned she cannot actually 

live in the "palace"--as Grace and I now call the chapter house-

until her third year. That is one horrifying prospect we refuse 

to face in advance. In the meantime Grace talks more and more 
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about taking in sewing. ''I 1 ve always loved to sew, n she declares 

simply. "And next year, remember, our little Julie will be ready 

for college, too." 

As for me, I am seriously thinking of trading in my law books 

on a candid campus camera. Up life! Down with the dusty cobwebs 

of the law t Instead old "Light Meter" Traver will take his trust 

camera ad 1/packsack full of flashbulbs 

land, scouring every sorority house from coast to coast. "Steady 

there, Chicks," I'll leer out at all the little expectant pinned 

darlings. "Look pretty for papa and mama. Remember--you haven't 

been fotoed since yesterday." 

I swear there's a fortune in it. 
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