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I 1Wri tten by: 
John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

Dear Edi tor: 

READING TIME: FIVE MINUTES 

by 
Robert Traver 

Enclosed please find MS of my latest short-story vehicle 

wnich I respectfully submit for your inspection. I have just 

finished it fresh, so please eycuse any typographical errors that 

ick. Despite it is 
-,.J,,.t;...,.~~rltft,-,rlaz:,11..-,--_,.~,..:iPII .... 

a little mussed,Ay first~'9ft'8-e to ~horn I am sending it to 

personally, it is my convict~very literary en

deavor should stand on its own legs. Or to borrow from another 

figure: Each dog should wag his own tale, so to speak 1 t And I 

venture to say the Editors of high-class magazines like you are 

pretty fed up on these undeveloped writers -- these dumb Miltona 

-- whom persist to enclose t heir private literary Rosetta Stones 

with every MS tendered. 

But in this particular instant, I am breaking a rul ing of 

long standing with me in my creative side. I sure would like to 

be there and witness your consternation when the following data 

is cli.vulged to you, viz: 

You see, this short-story really happened! Though I can 

commiserate with your scarcely believing it. But I know it really 

transpired because it happened to me! inQred~p~~ ~ th~se f~9_ts may 
~~./"'1\.~~llG~, 

sound. -It was while I was on 'iet1..,~i'!:i3 1ie 'bi!e WeI"ld:9 e F-a~ 

Qhjsaso, and if I ever could locate that girl again or that hotel 

she would reaffirm what I am now telling you in breaking my Golden 

Rule~~~ Q ~t ~~-
No one will ever know the anguish, the heart-ache, the 

bitter salt tears which the enclosed cost me when its events hap

pened. I sure ran the gamut. And God how I sweat at n,~pt _to 
~~?n;;v 

catch it down again on paper like I have. (personally, I always 
I\ 



write my best late at night; a funny thing) ) Anyways, it is worth 

it if the world -can have another significant bit of life in the 

form of a short-story medium. µeftde1 sa:mc w4~ ■mii::l:e. 

I am sure Ohekov (the Russian genius) must have endured 

such agony of spirits as me, because I read a short-story of his 

very like rcy enclosed one once. I mean, the Plot and Setting was 

all different, of course, but the same Style and the same k 
~ 

wastes of the soul was laid bare in~ masterpiece. But Che-
/\ 

kov•s was sadder, like his native steppes is. I am essentially a 

person of happy spirits, as you will see by the denouement at the 

end of mine. 

Your records will disclose that this is not the first 

literary effort I have ushered your way. Though you never seemed 

to run out of rejection slips when it came around to me. You 

only change their color, ha ha// 

I hope you will disregard that irate letter· I wrote you 

taat ti~ accusing you of not reading only MSS by 11cig 

names." I now realize that I had at. that period not achieved rcy 

full 11 terary maturity. So it is all right with me to dissolve 

past differences, if any, and let bygones be bygones. After all, 

us people in the literary game can best serve the muse by a 

spirit of understanding fellowship plus a spirit of mutual coordin 

ation. 

I liked that fn-st short-story you carried in your last 

issue. It was sure O.K. excep~ that funny, cryptical ending. But --
you can see easy he has fine literary feeling/\ that lean, aware 

style of a real budding talent. I have read your magazine regular 

for a ~ong time (I buy it on the stands), but his short-s~ory 1 s 

muted :rythms struck in me a responsive chord of a kindred spirit, 

except th~art. I would like to get a look at that fellow. Why 
/\ 

don•t you never run more pictures of your literary artists? It is 

never too late to start. 



Have omitted enclosing s tampl/'a~an 
A 

Wanted to get this in the mail quick before I get 

around, a bad fault of mine. 

out of same. 

changing story 

Upon receipt of enclosed I wish you would please kindly 

have one of your subordinate helpers drop me a line anent plager

ism rights where ~hey make a movie out of it. I mean, where they 

kidnap your literary brain-chtld with~ut asking. I smell some-
~ J/~ ~~~~~ 'l 

thing ''rot.ten in Dennnark11 a·bout another story of mine" and I want 

to get at the bottom of it. 

Upon acceptance of. enclosed (if you should, of course!), 

please advise your price before printing same. Like mose carefree 

creative artists, I do not care for money, as such, but in this 

instant§ you catch me with payments on typewriter and on that ad-

~ vancedAwr1ting course taken to brush up. But that course is real 

worth it because they have discovered and developed in me, to use 

their own words at the end of the first course, my "unusually 

simple, rugged style; lean, aware and pointed~ is what they said. 

~••:t~e copy of their communicationfs,- 7/.,, ~ "( U.. 
~ think you will excuse me appending this little note 

~ 
of explanation to the above material, contrary to my rules. 

I\ 

Respt. yours, 

A Long Admirer of your Magazine. 



Written by: 
John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Ktohigan 

Dear ldi tor: .. 

READING TIME: FIVE UINUTES 

by 
Robert Traver 

Enclosed please find KS of my latest abort-story vehicle 

which I respectfully submit for your inspection. X have just 

f1n1sbed it fresh• so pleaee · excuse any typographical errors that 

may exist therein. I wanted you to get 1 t qU1ok. Despite 1 t is 

a little mussed, you are the first ones to whom I am sending it to 

personally, it 1a my conv1ct1on that every literary endeavor 

should stand on 1 te own legs. or to bOrrow from another figure: 

Each dog should wag his own tale, so to speak U And I venture to 

say the Editors of high-olase magazines like you are pretty fed 

up on these undeveloped wioiters .... - these dumb Jliltona -- whom 

persist to enclose their private literary Rosetta Stones with 

every MS tendered. 

But in this part1cula.r instance I a.m breaking a ruling of 

long standing with me 'in my creative side. t sure would like to 

be there anti w1 tness your o-onsternat1on when the following da.ta 

is divulged to you, viz: 

You see, this short-story really happened! Though I oan 

commiserate with your scarcely believing it. But I know it really 

transpired because it happened to me, incredible as these facts 

may sound. It was while I was on that trip to the World's ra.4r . 
in Chicago, and if I ever could locate that girl again or that 

hotel she would re-affirm what I am now telling you in breaking 

my Golden Li tera.ry Rule. 

No one will ever know the anguish, the heartache, the bitter 

salt tears which the enclosed cost me when its events happened. I 

sure ran the gamut. And God ho• I sweat at night to catch 1 t down 

again on paper like I have. (ferson&lly, I always write my best 



late at night; a tunny thing.) Anywa,ya, it ta worth it if the 

world can have another significant bit of life in the form of a 

short-story medium. 

I am sure Ohekov ( the Russian genius) must have endured 

auoh agony of spirits as me, beoause I read a short-story of hls 

very like my enol<>sed one once. I mes.n, the Plot and Setting was 

all different, of course, but the same Style and the same dark 

wastes of the soul was laid bare in that masterpiece. But 

Ohekov•e was sadder, like his native steppes is. I am essentially 

a person of happy spir1 ts, as you will see by the denouement at 

the end of mine. 

Your records Will disclose that this ia not the first liter 

a.ry effort I ha.ve ushered your way. '?hough yo~ nevel' seemed to 

run out of rejection slips when 1 t came around to me. You only 

ohange/their color, ha halt 

l hope you will disregard that irate letter I wrote you tha 

time about accusing you of not reading only MSS by "big names . ., 

I now realize that I had at that period not achieved m'/ full lit

erary maturity. So it 1a all right with me to dissolve past 

d1fferencea,, 1f any, and let bygones be bygones. After a.11, us 

people 1n the literary game can best serve the muse by a spirit 

of understanding fellowah1p plus a spirit of mutual coordination. 

I liked tba.t first ehort-atory you carried in your last 

1ssue. It was sure o. L except that funny, orypt1oal ending. But 

Jou can see easy he has fine literary feeling; that lean, aware 

style of a real wdd1ng talent. I ha-.-e read your magazine regul 

for a long time (I buy 1t on the stands), wt his short-story•s 

muted rythmns struck in me a responsive chord ot a kindred epirit, 

except that part. I would like to get a look at that fellow. 

don• t you never run more pictures of your 11 terary artists? It 1 

never to late to start. 



Have om1 tted encl oaing e tamps as just ran out of same. 

Wanted to get this in the mail quick before I get changing story 

a.round, a. bad fault of mine. 

Upon receipt of enclosed I wish you would please kindly 

.ha.Ye one of your subordinate helpers drop me a. line anent 

plagerism righta where they make a movie out of it. I mean, 

where they kidnap your literary brain-child without asking. 

1 'emell something •rotten in Dennmark• about another story of 

mine and I want to get at 'lhe bottom of 1 t. 

Upon aooepta.noe of enclosed ( if you should, of course t ?) 

please advise your price before printing same. L1ke most care

free orea.t1ve artists, I do mt care for money• a.a euoh, but in 

this instance you ca.tcb me W1 th pa_yments on typewriter and on 

that advanced writing course taken to brush up. But that course 

is really worth 1t because they ha.ft discovered and developed in 

me, to use their own words at the end of the first course, my 

•unusually simple, rugged style; lean, aware and pointed• is what 

they said. X enclose true copy of their communication. 

So 1 think you Will exouae me appending this little note 

of explanation to ,be above material, contrary to my rules . . 

Respt. yours, 

A LONO ADMIRER <:N YOUR MAGAZINE. 



Written by: 
John D. Voelker 
1033 Ontario Street 
Oak Park, Illinois. 

Dear Editor:-

~~: ~~~ 
ENCL osumr:=--

BY 
Robert Traver 

Enclosed please find MS of my latest short-story 

vehicle Gtitled 11 6liee ef 1.ife11 which I respectfully submit 

for your~fte: - I ~:; just finished it freBh, so 

please excuse any typographical errors that may exist therein. 

I wanted you to get it quick. Despite it is a little mussed, 

you are the first ones to whom I am sending it to. 

Personally, it is my conviction that every literary 

endeavor should stand on its own legs. Or to borrow from 

another figure: Each dog should wag his own tale, so to speak!! 

And I venture to say the Editors of high-class magazines like 

you are pretty fed up on these undeveloped writers -- these 

dumb Miltona -- who~ ersist to enclose their private literary 

Rosetta Stones with every MS tendered. 

But in this particular instan~ I am breaking a 

ruling of long standing with me in my creative side. I sure 
tqJ~ 

would like to be there and~w.a.t" your consternation when the 

following data is divulged to you, viz: 

You see, this short-story re a,,_lly hapE~nedJ $,hough 

I can commiserate with your scarcely believing it~ But I 

know it really transpired because it happened to me, 



-a-

incr dtble these f ct It 1f lrhile 1 waa 

on th t trip to the orl4' F 1r in Chlo if I eveJ' 

could loo te t t 1r1 again or th t hotel e would l"► 

ft1 now tel11 you 1n bre 1 

o one will ner really know tbe 

y Golden 

isb, the 

be rt-.tche. the bitter aalt te aw 1ch the enclosed cost 

e when ite event h p_ened. I sure the gamut. 

e. 

God how I ne t t n1 ht to c tcb 1t down 1n on paper like 

'I have. (Personally, l ,. ys wr1t~~ beet l te t night; 

furu y tb1 . ) it 1s worth it if the o:rld can ]1'8 

other 1gn1f1c t b1t of life 1n the fo ot short-story 

edt . It nder with ile. 

1 SUl'e Cbekoy(tbe Bu 1an n1ua)muat ve 

ndul"ed such agony ot ep1r1t a , bee use Ir d abort

story of hi very like y imClo ed one once. 1 ea.n, the 

a all different, f coUJ'ae, but t Flot d Setti 

tyle d the dart w atea of the oul w 1 id re in 

th t terpleoe. But Chekov•a was• dder, like hi t1Ye 

eteppea ie. l es entially person of 

you Ul e by the denou ent t the en of mine. 

Your l'ecoMa 111 diaclo e th t this 1s not the 

first ltte~ ~Y effort I h ve herd your y. fh<mgh y u 

ever see ed to nm o tot r jeotion alip when 1t o 

oun to me. You nly ch their color,h • 

• I ho you will d1are d t -t 1 tel tter I 

rote you th t ti~e bout ccusi you of not re 

u by "big s.• I now re ize th t I 

not cbieved y full liter y tur1ty. o 1t 1 

only 

er:lod 

1 ri t 



- -
wlth to dissolve pat differences, 1f any, and let ygones 

be ygonea. fter all, us people 1n the literary e oa.n 

best een the e by spirit of un erst ding fellowship 

J)lWJ sp1%1t of tu.a.l COOl'dl~ t1on. 

I liked th t first abort-story you ouried 1n 
{}W"'-

your 1st issue. It o .• except th t funny, cryptic 
I\ 

nd1 • But you c see easy he b~ fine litertUy fe 11 

th t lean, •restyle of real budding t lent. I have 

read your sine regular for a long t e ( I buy 1t on 

• • 

the tand ), ut his ort-atory•s uted ryt • strue in 

e re onsive chord. of kindred spirit, except th t p t. 

1 would 11 e to get loo t tb t fellow. y on•t you 
<m,,f)"I, 

never run pictures of your liter ry tiets? It is never to 
~ 

l te to tart. 

of e e. 

Have omitted nclos1ng stamps a.a just r out 

t to t th1 in the . 11 . ick efore I get 

story round, b d f ult of in. 

Upon receipt ot enclosed I iah y u ould pl e 

1ndly h-ve one of y ur aubord1n te helpers drop e line 

nt pl eris rights where thy e vie out of 1t. 

get t the botto of it? 

Upon accept ce of enclosed ( if you hould, of 

course~, ple e dvi e yom price before printin e. 

Like o t c~refree ere t1v rtists, 1 do not c re for money, 

h, !but i t 1s inst ts you c tch e with pa ents on 

typ riter don th t v ced wr1t1 cour et en to br h 

1-lP• t th t come 1 really orth it bee use thy h v 



. . , 

di covered d develo din e, to u e their own words t 

tb of th first cour e. y • u lly ei le, ed 

tyle; le , 1l re d pointed 1 • t they a id. t 

enclose tnie copy of \beir c unic t1o 

1 think you 111 exc~e e • ppendi thi 

little note of expln t1on to the ve •••ML 
eontl- ry to y rule. 

Re t. yours, 

irer of your z1ne. 



Written by: 
John D. Voelker 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

Dear Editor: 

READING TIME: FIVE MINUTES 

by 

Robert Traver 

Enclosed please find MS of my 

fully submit for your inspec ion. 

I respect-

excuse arq typographical errors that ma~ ~ therein. I wanted you to get it 

quick. Despite it is a little mussed, you are the first magazine to whom I 
Ad~~ 

am sending it to. I have only shown it to a few~friends. 

Personally, it is my conviction that every literary endeavor should stand 

on its ovm legs. Or to borrow from another figure: Each dog should wag his 

own tale, so to speak!! And I venture to say the Editors of high-class maga

zines like you are pretty fed up on these undeveloped writers--these dumb 

Miltons--whom persist to enclose their private literary Rosetta Stones with 

every MS tendered. 
,.......,;..,..;__,,=--~~~~...:....----::._,;;;.~---.-;.--._..,....,.....,.;,~~"'r~:;;;::~...:...- -

But in this particular ruling of long standing 

with me in my creative side. I sure would like to be there and witness your 

consternation when the following data is divulged to you, viz: 

You see, this short-story really ha-opened? Though I can commiserate with 

your scarcely believing it. fut I know it really transpired because it hap

pened to me, incredible as these facts may sound. It was while I was on leave 

in San Diego during the War, and if I ever could locate that girl again or that 

hotel she 

about not 

would reaffinn what I am now telling you in breaking my Golden Rule 

telling where I ~ y inspiration~~ ~,.oc ti~-,. 
No one will ever know the anguish, the heart-ache, 

which the enclosed cost me when its events hapnened. I 

And God how I sweat at night to catch it down again on paper like I have. 
~IM,.,J.i;,~. 7.,4,, 

(Personally, like Hemingway. I always write my best lste at night; a funny t~ing!~ 
" ;,,/,a,, 

P:ci.yways, it is worth it if the world can have another significant~ of life 
A 

in the fonn of a short-story medium. 



I am sure Chekov (the Russian genius) must have endured such agony of 

spirits as me, because I read a short-story of his very like my enclosed one 

once. I mean, the Plot and Setting was all different, of course, but the 

same Style and the same dark wastes of the soul was laid bare in his master

piece. But Chekov's was sadder, like his native steppes is. I am essentially 

a person of happy spirits, as you will see by the denouement at the end of 

Your records will disclose that this is not the first literary effort I 

have ushered your way. Though you never seemed to run out of rejection slips 

when it came around to me. You only change their color, ha ha11 

I hope you will disregard that irate letter I wrote you recently about 

accusing you of not reading only MSS by "big names." I now realize that I had 

at that period not achieved my full literary maturity. So it is all right with 

me to dissolve past differences, if any, and let bygones be bygones. After 

all, us people in the literary game can best serve the muse by a spirit of 

understanding fellows~ plus a spirit of mutual coordination. ~~ ...-t 
~ ~ J 1W ~ -tu~•,v. ... 

I 1 hat 41.r.st s.hon......sto.ry ¥OU c~l!i--&d i~ your- last-,..i--ssua-. I wa su-re 

I o. K. ~xcept that funny, cryptical ending. But you can see easy he has fine 

literary feeling--that lean, aware style of a real budding talent. I have read 

you magazine regular for a long time (I buy it on the stands), but his short-

story's muted rythms struck in me a responsive chord of a kindred spirit, ex-
, 

1cept that last part. I would like to get a look at that fellow. '/by dont 

:you never run more pictures of your literary artists? It is never too late 

to start. D~~~""'r~~~~~~~ • .,_ ~ -
~~,~ ~ P/-.b~r,~. O~! . 

Have omitted enclosing stanped envelope as just ran out of same. Wanted 

to get this in the mail quick before I get changing story around, a bad fault 

of mi-ne. 

Upon receipt of enclosed I wish you would please kindly have one of your 

subordinate helpers drop me a line anent plagerism rights where they make a 

ovie out of it. I mean, where they kidnap your literary brain-child without 

I smell something "rottien in Demnark" about another story of mine that 

just seen one like it in a movie and I want to get at the bott~m of it. 



Upon acceptance of enclosed (if you should, of course?), please advise 

your price before printing same. Like 111ose carefree creative artists, I do 

not care for money, as such, but in this instants you catch me with payments 

on typewriter and on that advanced creative writing course taken to brush up. 

But that course is really worth it because they have discovered and developed 

in me, to use their own words at the end ·of the first course, my "unusually 

style; lean, aware and pointed" is what they said. 
k. k°tlt 

a true copy of their communication from~the head of the creative dept. 
~ .t 

So I~ you will excuse me appending this little not of explanation to 
h ~ 

the above material, contrary to my usual rules. 

Re spt . yours, 

A Long Admirer of your 1:agazine. 


