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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 

RICHARD M. N1XON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

December 2,. 1968 

Mr. J. Voelker 
Deer Lake Rd 
Ishpeming, Michigan 49849 

Dear Mr. Voelker: 

As you may know, I have pledged to bring into this 
,--=---_;;;;,.-=-;.,__--'-~ d.minist.ration_ me Tu r_o e wJ1.o cy_th..ei q..u_alitie o _______ _ 

youthfulness, judgment, intelligence and creativity, 
can make significant contributions to our country. I 
seek the best minds in America to meet the challenges 
of this rapidly changing world. To find them, I ask for 
your active participation and assistance. 

You, as a leader, are in a position to know and 
recommend exceptional individuals. The persons you se­
lect should complete the enclosed form and return it to 
you. I ask that you then attach your comments. My staff 
will carefully review all recommendations for inclusion 
in our reservoir of talent from which appointments will 
be made. 

I will appreciate greatly, Mr Voelker1 your tak­
ing time from your busy schedule to participate in this 
all-important program. 

RMN/jww 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

. 
. Ni n 
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PRESIDENTS I HAVE KNOWN 

tYV 
F.D.R. once smiled and waved at me, at least I 

fv 

think it was at me, although there were twenty thousand 

,.,:K,,-,rd,;.'§B~~t~?·~~-~~ 
people in the crowdi~ rief y shook hands with 

TA~ -«f .i 
Harry Truman--"Ah, good to meet you, Richard Travis,''. ,, /J/ 't 

~ (~J.,,'c! F 
he saidf "I've always enjoyed reading you/I ~e I 1\ ~ 

~,~ l 
~ ,, ,.. =•d I once _~te'lti~,@ie_!~1e!'fl.~the (f eeve of J .F . K. 

4
~ 

,A Ike and L.B.J. somehow/I escape/ falling under/::/;;::;,'~ ~ 

~ dt4PP.Cf/ But of al of e Presidents I have ffll'O'W{l ·~. • 

___,~~---, ~ 1-aso/ /1 , ---,_~ 
~ Richard Nixon recia es my true inner worth; ? 

tf ~ ef /Yfl£; 
I've got a personal letter from the MMi to :-/.it. 

-Jvjd✓K!tlv~~lri-~ 
And what did ~ aiebafd1,'M1:t'}\ Wa lfcr•ii -:,- _ 

I ~ . 'r ' ~ , ,·"]) • -'( 

co:msel 
0

an~ coursJt U u;,( •!-Ce rw=- t<fl' p.;-;.;.-~~ 

Jtftffk' ~r ,k,,L w azu;#~ ,....c,••~•,.~ 

{\ ~a, ~~.,,.(J~J"""avr 
~L ,t ~ '[j 17) , \ ~ 

ii ~ ~ ~#//1~ /u4.n.v,L ~ 



"Dear Mr , Traver , " he wrote me /several weeks before 

~ - ~ 
his swearing-in reunion with his old friend Warren .. 11As 
~ A 

you may know, I have pledged to bring into this Administration 

men and women who by their~ qualities of 

youthfulness, judgment, intelligence and creativity, can make 

significant contributions to our country. I seek the best 

minds in America to meet the challenges of this rapidly 

changing world . To find them, I ask for your active 

participation and assistance .~ 

2 



Attelltion, ple8:SQ 1 ll..me. comes the geod part . "You, 

~ 
as a leader, 11 his letter 1i\a:llr on, "are in a position to 

A 

know and recommedd exceptional individuals . The persons 

you select should complete the enclosed fonn and return 

it to you . I ask that you then attach your comment . 

My staff will carefully review all recommendations for 

inclusion in our reservoir of talent from which appointments 

will be made. 

"I will appreciate greatly, Mr . Traver, your taking 

time from your busy schedule to participate in this 

~ 
all-important program. 11 And it was signed by my friend 

(\ 

Richard himself . 
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In the days that followed I wrestled for hours filling 

saealel. it; be filling it in':'t Besides 

aJ ~ 
the usual stuff--name, age, sex, -.ee schools/\attended 

and the like--several questions particularly intrigued 

1 ''List three persons whom you belie~e would recommend 

~~a.,,~~~, 
you for federal office""" Deli~ately nibbling my ballpoint 

(and s•tdly banishing tM# that m:jd Richard 

was cagily rounding up the names of 8"tneT local wheels • • -}---
-- -~i~i.,,~L wii I /,,1vf 14t h~ 

in preparation for his '72 campaign), I fin~ly e.aroe Bil with 

JJ)t 
the names of three HM{ trout fishing pals with whom f-had. often 

cAf,J~ ~ A 
discussed the~ pNFp'MM' of winterAfishing in Chile - -

if only we could afford it . "See, " I mused, "I'll appoint 

-!ft: staff and we •1~ have a ball." IJ -tb B 
t A /I 

L Mw/1 ~ ~ Pf rl ~ 
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. 1kfaJU 
A\ ~ 'J~~.~t,,"twJ ~ . .:WW~~,.,, 

>Itel answer to the line entitled "Please describe what 

position in the Federal Government you believe yourself to 

be best suited ' was dead easy. "Ambassador _ts, Chile, 11 

w /!JAct 1a A ifJ 

spent-wing Adams and a 12-foot eader tapered to SX," 

I proudly I responded. '1J 



There had to be a covering letter, of course, and I 

gFa.ppJ:~d for days 

~ tJi/Ll£t rfliMY 
A just how I shoulf ~ my/I friend 

Richard . "Dear Dick" seemed a little presumptious and 

, 
precipitate in view of the shortness of our acquaintance , 

just /:u "Honored Sir" seemed a litt'."o too ~re and • ~fi!:v Ar_4 

a ~!"Ii a- /ln-(tM/ ,4, ./4d ~~;w. 7# 1i«l••·'""' 4 
stu~y/1 I had to find a middle ground) 4,7 I visited /I ~ 

the local library and thumbed t~-;::;.~ and Amy \. • 

Vanderbilt and ,1,/1 the rest -an~ with the ~ 

( answer. 



"Dear Mr. President, 11 I wrote. 

recent letter. I trout fish I don't 

h~h ( . 1. d" "d al) + / ., . get muc c ance to meet exceptiona in ivi u sJ LQ ~~ 

~ ,'.. I doA lm:!f!!. outstanding guy '.- kind of hankers ~ 
I\ ~ 

to visit Chile in the winter. (As you know, of course, 

when it's winter up here it's summer down there and 

VO .44'r~ 
vice versa.) I enclose the/\.dope on him on the fonn 

you so thoughtfully provided. 

"Pl@ru;e, Mr . President, cett~ you f-:i:x: rt up t:Cr 

~ ft ~ 

appoint him part-tim~b:t~ down 

trout-fishing season,A rmean? 

8 

there--during their 

~-

\ • 





I was all ,set to}mail my letter when the b~ow fell. 

SJ(J~...ti ~ ~ J,, __ - , 
I was sitting home by the fireplace having a drink and ~ -c/v~ 

A , ~ /l a/t1~ (!/~; 
&Wdy:iAg a,Ei:::i,m:~~~:~ picked 

i1 , L: 
up the evening newspaper ~ld~~y- rea~ Jthat my 

11'. 
friend Richard had sent identical letters att h4'I 119.S to 66,000 

•bc¼z~ (sgr(- Seems 
"1eas~s4 Or was it 88,000? /SHiNl§ he'd cadged their 

names ses out of "Who's Who" or some such. 

~v/f'.J 
Afte~ downed my drink and went over 

to the fireplace and~e~ bits, gently 

~ 
~ the pieces in the soaring flames . 

A .~-'~~/JOP~~~,,i- ~ 
7f St, --~~~ ~ ,A~ -

A,td,lhat's how close I camef\to swimming 'A '""'t te~ng • ~ 



PRESIDENTS I HA VE KNOWN 

by 

Robert Traver 

Written by: 
John D. Voelker -;-
Deer Lake Road ' 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

~ 

F.D.R. once smiled and waved at me, or at least I think it 

was at me, although there were twenty thousand people in the 

crowd; I once briefly shook hands with Harry Truman-"Ah, good 

to meet you, Richard Travis," he said. "I've always enjoyed 

reading your mysteries, 11 ( though Robert Traver has yet to write 0'>1,l/) J 
bis fi-st); and I once touched the~.F.K. Only Ike 

and L.B.J. somehow ~A falling under my spell. 

But of all of the Presidents I have thus been palsy with 

Richard Nix.on alone appreciates my true inner worth;~~ 

personal letter from him to prove it. And what did "1\e seek of 

me? He sought my counsel and advice, of course; only/ discerning 

Richard had at last uncovered a worthy successor to that late 

'adviser to Presidents,' Bernard Baruch. 

"Dear Mr. Traver, 11 he wrote me several weeks before his 

swearing-in reunion with his old friend Earl 1/arren. "As you 

may know, I have pledged to bring into this Administration men 

and women who by their qualities of youthfulness, judgment, 

intelligence and creativity, can make significant contributions 

to our country. I seek the best ntlnds in America to meet the 

challenges of this rapidly changing world. To find them, I ask 

for your active participation and assistance. 

"You, as a leader," his letter went on, "are in a position to 

know and recommend exceptional individuals. The persons you select 

should complete the enclosed form and return it to you. I ask that 

you then attach your conment. My staff will carefully review all 

recommendations for inclusion in our reservoir of talent from which 

appointments will be made. 



hilarity might not hold still for that; that indeed it might 

even get a cool if not Chile reception. Instead I ended on a,½ 

cultural note: 11The applicant is already learning to talk 

Chilean." 

I was all set to mail my letter when the blow fell. It 

happened while I was sitting home by the fireplace having a 

quiet drink and day-dreaming about Chile. I picked up the 

evening newspaper and, idly glancing, suddenly read that my 

?-chard had sent identical letters to 66,000 other 

"exceptional individuals." Or was it 88,000? Seems he'd 

cadged their names and addresses out of "Who's vho" or some 

such. After the initial shock wore off I downed my drink and 

went over to the fireplace and thoughtfully tore my letter to 

bits, gently dropping the pieces in the soaring flames. 

So that's how close I crone-along with some 66,000 other 

wistful 

of talent." 

didn't want 

ichard's teeming "reservoir 
------------:jz.,"7 

I 



PRBSIDBNTS I HAVE DOWN 

by 

Robert Tranr 

Written l,71 
Johll D. Voelker 
Deer Lake Road 
IaJart-1na, Micb1pn 
No. 5-4 

r.».R. once ailed and waffd at .. , or at leut I think it 

vu at •, altboup tbere vere tw•tT tbouancl people ill the 

crowclJ I once briefl)- 1book band.I vi.th lluT7 Traan-"Ah, 100d 

to ... t JOU, Riobard Trana, n he aaici. "I,.,. ahfqa enjoyed 

ru4in& J"IW' --.. , • ( tloouah IIDbert 1'ra...- l,u )'llt to vri .. t,•>,J,) J 
Id ■ f:l•ct)J ud I oac• touched the~~ J.r.1. ODlT Ike 

ud L.B.J. aaaehov ~fal)1na UDMr-, 1pell. 

Blat of all of the Pre■idmtl I b&Ye tlllll beu pala1 vi.th 

Riobard Rum alone appreciatea rq tl'IM iDDer worthJ I'w pt a 

penonal letter tra■1 hill to pnrn it. And vhat did be ■ffk of 

M? He aoupt ,q coumel UMl ad'ri.ce, ot eour■ •J onl7 / cliacenu.na 

Riobard had. at lut UDCO-...red. a worthJ auccea■or to that late 

'&d.Yiaer to Pn1iclent■, ' Benlarcl Banach. 

"Dear Mr. TraYer," be wrote • aenral vNka before hi■ 

avearina-in reunion with hi■ old triencl Earl WarND. "Aa JOU 

aq kw, I ban pleqed to briD& into thia Achdn11tratio11 MD 

ud -■-11 vbo b7 their qu&liti• of 1')11thtulnua, judrn~, 

intelllpace and creati'ri.tJ, can uk• 11.piticaat contriblltiona 

to our C0\1111:ry'. I ••• the beat IWlda ill AMrica to ••t the 

cballenpa of th1a rapidl7 cben1:tna world. To find tha, I uk 

tor your utin participatian and u■iltance. 

"You, u a leader," h1a letter v•t 011, "are in a poaition to 

lmov and rei:c,m1nd exceptional indiYicb1ala. h penon■ JOU aelect 

abould coaplete tbe enoloaed fona and return it to you. I uk that 

70u then attach JOIII' ca-ent. M7 1t&tt vUl carefull7 re'ri.w all 

reca111endationa tor illcluaion ill ov reaenoir ot talent troa vhic:b 

appointaent■ vill be .... 



hilarity' Jli&bt not bolcl atill for tbatJ that indeed it lli&ht 

effll get & cool it not Chile reception. Inatead I aded on & 

cultural note• ''The appliaut 1a al.Naq leamin& to ~ 

Chilean." 

I vu all aet to ..U rq letter vben the bl.w tell. It 

b&~ vbile I WU ainiDg halle by tbe fi.Nplace b&YiD& a 

quiet drink and dq-dreadJa& about Chile. I picked up the 

~ftllin&. nenpaper and, idly c)•ac1n1, ■'ldd9DlY' read that rq 

~ had ••t id111t1cal letten to 66,000 other 
A 

"exceptiCID&l 1nclirlduela." Or WU it 88,000? SMu he'd 

cldpd. their neaaa 8IMl addrua• out ot ''tlho'• Who" or aaae 

auch. After tbe initial ahock won ott I dowud -, d.riJik and 

nnt oftl" to tbe ti.replace end thoqhtfull.T ton rq letter to 

bita, gentl7 droppin& the piecea in tbe aoariD& a-a. 
So that'• bow oloae I o•• aloaa with•- 661000 other 

riadul aupplicanta-to •wi•h,c in Richard'• te-1a& "ruenoir 

of talent. n Blat u the vinter dayl~ ",:J I pe11~ 

didn't wen~ !U Chile aDJtl&1• ~~and aore ~~ 
tbat rpwh.,. -~ wu the tia tor Ml. coocl fiahel'lllh to 1tq 

" _1,~ A --,, 
baM and CCIN to the aid ot ~COU11tr7. 

A 
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PBBSIDBHTS I &YI DOW 

b,-

Robert Trt.ftr 

.,.... ........ _ .. 
Johll D. Voelker 
Deer Lake Roa4 
1a..,1na, kichiaan 

r .D.R. oac• llliltd u,;t vam at •, or at 1 ... t I thiJlk it 

wu at•• altboup •n wn tnlltJ' ihowland people in the 

crowd.J I once brietl.7 abook banu with lfarr7 ~"Ah, pod 

to ••t JOU» Ricbarcl 'l'raria," • aa.14. "I'ft alv8111 enjo,-d. 

Na.dine 1'>111" -,.terl.u," (tbouch .Robert Tranr bu yet to write 

oae) J and I one• · touched iba alMft ot J .r .1. On11 Ike and 

L.B.J. 1aebov eecapecl f•J11nc under rq •pell• 

Bllt of allot ti. PNaid.enta I ban tbul been I>WT with 

Richard Bison al.om appnciatel ST true inner YOrthJ I'ft aot a 

ponoaal letter t:na b1a to l)l"Oft it. And what did ti. aara ■eek 

of•? He ■oueht-, coumel an4 adYice, ot coun•J only diacendn& 

Riobard had at l.aat uwx,yeru a worthy aucc•aor to that late 

t adriav to .Pl'uJ.d.enta, • Bernard Baruch. 

•~ Mr. Tl"a~," ha wrote • ,...-al vNka before bi.a 

■weari,Qg-iQ reunion with Id.a old. friend F.arl WarND. "Aa you 

aq kw, I haft pledpd tc?,,briJI& iato th1' Adwdo1•tration Mil 

and ,,_.n who b7 their qualiti.Q ot J'OUthtulnea■, juctpen~, 

intelli&eno• -• creaa:dtJ', can make •i&niticant oontribl&tiona 

to 0\11" country. I aeek the beat m1nda in America to ... t the 

cbeU•aaea ot thit rapicll.T cbenain& vorlcl. To find. tbaa, I uk 

for your actiw participation ud a.uiatance. 

"You, u a leader," h1a l•tter vent on, ttare ln a poaition 

to 1mott end~ .--,Uonal indi'ri.duala. The penona JOU 

■el.act ,hould ccupleta die· encloaed fora awl Nturn it to ,ou. 

I uk that JVU tbln attach 70ur OGIIMDt• M7 atatf will caNfull7 

N"l'iw all recc111 1m•t1o• tor 1ncl.u■ ian 1n our N1enoir of talent 

fl'OII vbich eppoiatMDta w1ll be .... 



"I vill appreciate cnat17, Kr. Thwr, your tu1a1 d.M fna 

,ov bur acheclul• to participate ill thia all-iaportant proll"••" 

Md. it vu aipecl by -, aw triad Richard hiaaelt. 

Haturall7 I at once interrupted ST bur ::.,~• to take a 

quick pnder at the acloaed application fora" I aquealed vith 

delJ.&ht vha I touad not oae fona bllt two. , for aureq a ll"Ultoota 

real.iat Uk• Richard did not tor a .._t tb1ak I 110ulcl nc~••D.d. 

~ but -,.elf. "Tbaak 1'N• Dick," I IIIUWU'N 1l"atetu11r, 

"tor 10 thoughtfullJ' prori.din& an extra cow tor ST tile." 

Ill the daya that fol.lawed I vrutled for houn tiJ 111\1 out 

that tom. Buiclu the 'Ull&l. atuft~.,..., ace, aa, 1cboola and 

j&ila attended and the like-4neral queatioal particularl1 

intriped •• f c,z, ~ 
I'd ahtqa lOD&ecl to enjo1 the tablecl trout tiabin& in South 

.&Mrica 10 rq anawr to the line entitled "Pleue clucribe vbat 

poaitioa in the Federal Ooftl'mellt you bellew younelt to be beat 

auited tor" vu clead. eu1. "Aabuaador to Chile," I bolcll.T wrote. 

''Liat three penona vbaa JOU bellen voul.cl nee 1 ,mt. you tor 

federal ottic•" pw • a little aore trouble. DelicatelT Dibblia& 

rq ballpoint (and baniahina the C)'Dical notion that ST frieacl 

Richard. vu c•&il;r rouncUD& up the DaMa ot other local vbNla in 

preparation for hia '72 r.,apatp), I,cenbrated watil inapiration 
~ 

atruck, and then quickl;r acribbledA the DIMI of three trout fiahin& 

pala vith vba I'd often diacuaaed. the drea of vinter trout 

fiahin& in wi-u only' ve could afford it. "SN," I ... ec1, 

"I'll appoiat tha to ST atatt and ve•U all haw a ball." 

"Pleue atate brietlT vhat you couider to be your outatandin1 

achieYWllt" filled• with noa0 J&i,a. ''That •cheated Jw 

eftllin& on the Bi& llcanaba vbta I booked and landed that 4t-po11Dd 
c:iN Jiu 

/ rainbow trout on a Mo. 16 apent-vt.n& Adaa mcl a U-foot leader 

tapered to 5X," I proudJ.7 napoaded. 

2 



1'heN ha4 to be a COffftlll letter, ot coune, and. I poadered. 

Jut boll I abould cnet..,. MW friend Ricbard. "Dear Dick," 

..... cl a. little pna1111pt1oua and precipitat• in Yiw ot the 

■bortau• ot our acquaintaDCe juat u "Honorecl Sir" ■NMCI j . 
~ too autere and atutty a aalutatlon for a un vbo bad. I, /'4'r;,t-

.~um.• a perfect atrucer to CGllt take a dip in hia 

~noir ot talent. I bad to t1Dcl a lliclclle pouad, ao I Yiaitecl 

the local libr&l'J' aacl thebed throqh l'lllily Poat and AJq 

Vuaderl>ilt and the rut ot the etiquette pl.a who aaturallT 

vrite Pruidmta ffff'1 dq and cae up "1th the aaver. 

"Dear Mr. Pruiclent," I vrote. ''Thank you tor ,our recent 

letter. I trout tiah an avful lot ao I don't 1et auch chance to 

-• •exceptioPal illdi'Yid¥].a,' to bol"l'W J'OIU" pemtn.tina pbrue. 

Bu.t I do know one outatan4~ in theae part■ vbo kind ot hanker■ 
A 

to ri.ait Chile in the viater. (Aa you know, ot ooune, vben it'• 

winter up bare it•• au.er dowa there and Tice ftna.) I 

encloae the dope on hill on the tom you ao tbou&htful.ly prori.ded.. 

"I do hope, Mr. Prflid.ent, that 70U Gall 8N 10\U" Vl':7 cle&I" to 

appoint bia part-tiM abuaador down tban-durina their 

trout-tiahina 1euon, that ta." 

Be1Da •-tbia& ot a kidder and. a old teue ~ I briefi7 

toyed vith the beaq notion ot a4dh11 a candid and. •ed.l.in& little 

paraaraph •--thin& Uk• thiaa "lihlle I..,. oont ... that the 

applicant didn't wte tor JOU and Spiro hia cleanin& lad7 clld, and 

be hlP •t tired her, ret.-tbua prorln& hia Tut tolerance and 

obar1t7. AJqWq theae dqa good ol•UUJII ladi .. , howenr ecceDtric, 

are allfull7 harcl to bJ'• n 

But I re■iated the teaptatioa vbea, in a WM tlaah ot intllition, 

I concluded tb&t my !l:~w.d Richard'• repu.tedl.7 low tbreahholcl ot 

3 



hilarit7 alcht aot laolcl •till tor tbatJ that indeed it lli&ht 

f/111 pt a oool it not Cbll• rec.ption. Inatead I enclecl on a 

loft, cal.tval note 1 "The applicant ia alNaq l•amin& to 

t&llc Chil,111.." 

I vaa all aet to ..U my letter when the blow tell. It 

bapptmd. whil• I va1 aittin& bale bT the fireplace h&YiD& a 

qllitt driak· a&ld ~ about Cbile. I pioucl vp thl 

•-nniDC ..,.paper am, 1dl7 al anci nc, 1\lllldeQ11 nacl tbat -., 

diacenaiD& friend R1cbard had amt identical lettera to 661000 

other "acepUonal ind1 •" Or vu it 881000? Seal be'cl 

o&dpd their .... and addrelaea out ot "who'• Wbo" or acae 

auoh. After the initial •bock vore otl I dalllDeci 'a1 drink and . 

wet cmar to thl finpla.oe and~ tore ST lattff to 

bita, pntly' ~PPilll the pieces ill the 1oari.D& t1au. 

So that'• how olol• l cw a1on& vith ■Oli'llt 66,000 other 

viatful aupplloanta-to rd.lldD& in Ricbard'• tNld.Da "Nltnoir 

ot ~t." I ... I N.U,, didn't want to IO to Cbile anyway-. 



PRESIDENTS I HA VE KNO\vN 

by 

Robert Traver 

Written by: 
John D. Voelker 
Deer Lake Road 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

F.D.R. once smiled and waved at me, or at least I think it 

was at me, although there were twenty thousand people in the 

crowd; I once briefly shook hands with Harry Truman-"Ah, good 

to meet you, Richard Travis," he said. "I've always enjoyed 

reading your mysteries," (though obert Traver has yet to write 

one); and I once touched the sleeve of J.F.K. Only Ike and 

L.B.J. somehow escaped falling under my spell. 

But of all of the Presidents I have thus been palsy with 

Richard Nixon alone appreciates my true inner worth; I've got a 

personal letter from him to prove it. And what did the man seek 

of me? He sought my counsel and advice, of course; only discerning 

Richard had at last uncovered a worthy successor to that late 

'adviser to Presidents,' Bernard Baruch. 

eks efore his 

swearing-in reunion with his old friend Earl -larren. "As you 

may know, I have pledged to ,bring into this Administration men 

and women who by their qualities of youthfulness, judgment, 

intelligence and creativity, can make significant contributions 

to our country. I seek the best minds in America to meet the 

challenges of this rapidly changing world. To find them, I ask 

for your active participation and assistance. 

"You, as a leader,rr his letter went on, "are in a position 

to know and recommend exceptional individuals. The persons you 

select should complete the enclosed form and return it to you. 

I ask that you then attach your comment. My staff will carefully 

review all recommendations for inclusion in our reservoir of talent 

from which appointments will be made. 



ttI will appreciate greatly, Mr. Traver, your taking time from 

your busy schedule to participate in this all-important program.u 

And it was signed by my new friend Richard himself. 

Naturally I at once interrupted my busy ~uy to take a 

quick gander at the enclosed application form;.. /squealed with 

delight when I found not one form but two. For surely a grassroots 

realist like Richard did not for a moment think I would recomnend 

anyone but myself. "Thank you, Dick," I munnured gratefully, 

"for so thoughtfully providing an extra copy for my file." 

In the days that followed I wrestled fon hours filling out 

that form. Besides the usual stuff--name, age, sex, schools and 

jails attended and the like-several questions particularly 

intrigued me • .J/'(}1,,, 

I'd always longed to enjoy the fabled trout fishing in South 

America so my answer to the line entitled "Please describe what 

position in the Federal Government you believe yourself to be best 

suite ea e.as}':. II as.s.ado 

"List three persons whom you believe would reconnnend you for 

federal officett gave me a little more trouble. Delicately nibbling 

my ballpoint (and banishing the cynical notion that my friend 

Richard was cagily rounding up the names of other local wheels in 

preparation for his '72 campaign), I cerebrated until inspiration 
1,,v 

struck, and then quickly scribbled the names of three trout fishing 

" pals with whom I'd often discussed the dream of winter trout 

fishing in Chile--if only we could afford it. "See," I mused, 

"I'll appoint them to my staff and we'll all have a ball." 

''Please state briefly what you consider to be your outstanding 

achievement" filled me with nostalgia. "That enchanted June 

evening on the Big Escanaba when I hooked and landed that 4½-pound 

~n1£atrout on a No. 16 spent-wing Adams and a 12-foot leader 

tapered to SX," I proudly responded. 
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There had to be a covering letter, of course, and I pondered 

just how I should greet my new friend Richard. "Dear Dick," 

seemed a little presumptious and precipitate in view of the 

shortness of our acquaintance just as "Honored Sir" seemed_,A ,,. 

J:ittJ• too austere and stuffy a salutation for a man who had SQ~ 

gr.c • slJr invited a perfect stranger to come take a dip in his 

~ir of talent. I had to find a middle ground, so I visited 

the local library and thumbed through Elllily Post and Amy 

Vanderbilt and the rest of the etiquette gals who naturally 

write Presidents every day and came up with the answer. 

"Dear Mr. President,n I wrote. "Thank you for your recent 

letter. I trout fish an awful lot so I don't get much chance to 

meet 'exceptional 

But I do know one 

to visit Chile in 

individu¥s,' to borrow your penetrating phrase. 

outsta.::d~ in these parts who kind of hankers 
JJ 

the winter. (As you know, of course, when it's 

winter up here it's summer down there and vice versa.) I 

enclose the dope on him on the fonn you so thoughtfully provided. 

"I do hope, Hr . President, that you can see your way clear to 

appoint hi.in part-time Ambassador down there-during their 

trout-fishing season, that is.tt 

Ifeing something of a kidder and an old tease j;e boot I briefly -V' 

toyed with the heady notion of adding a candid and needling little 

paragraph something like this: ''vhile I must confess that the 

applicant didn't vote for you and Spiro his cleaning lady did, and 

he hasn't fired her, yet--thus proving his vast tolerance and 

charity. Anyway these days good cleaning ladies, however eccentric, 

are awfully hard to come by." 

But I resisted the temptation when, in a wee flash of intuition, 

I concluded that my friend Richard's reputedly low threshhold of 
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hilarity might not hold still for that; that indeed it might 

~ get a cool if not Chile reception. Instead I ended on a 

lofty cultural note: 11The applicant is already learning to 

talk Chilean." 

I was all set to mail my letter when the blow fell. It 

happened while I was sitting home by the fireplace having a 

quiet drink and day-dreaming about Chile. I picked up the 

evening newspaper and, idly glancing, suddenly read that my 

discerning friend Richard had sent identical letters to 66,000 

other "exceptional individuals. 11 Or was it 88, 000? Seems he'd 

cadged their names and addresses out of 11\/ho's Who" or some 

such. After the initial shock wore off I downed my drink and 

went over to the fireplace and thoughtfully tore my letter to 

bits, gently dropping the pieces in the soaring flames. 

So that's how close I carne-along with some 66,000 other 

wistful supplicants-to swimming in Richard's teeming "reservoir 

of talent. 11 I guess I really didn't want to go to Chile anyway. 


