
JYIWlQE BEAJD 

!eaver can sometimes be a nuisance and, in !laDT areas 1n the 

Upper Penintnil.a, the7 are ju.at that to •DT of the cithena. 

eaver d,emage cont.rol has become a big problem 111nce the last 

OJ>fln a son tor the trap ingot beaver in the eprlng of 1946. fhree 

lnd,&tpr, Ap\Jml Qpn.trol 2US:cttl have expended moat of their time during 

the pattt two 1f1! ra 1n an attempt to control IIUCh ~e. An increasing 

amount ot the Conservation Of'fieen• time 11 also •~enc!ed on beaver~ 

control lit. 

Conservation Officers and GNne men report a decided increase in 

the beaver opulation d'ilr1%18 the aat two 7eara. With the population in­

crease ii a definite increase in~• and the need for more and. more 

control. Dsma:ge ia varied and occur to IIIM1' different type• of pi,,pert1. 

l3eaver find . eul vertn and bridgen ideal plae a to build their 

dam • 'Roada and railroads are 100n nooded or a vashout occurs from the 

high water 1tored behind the 4am. 

A dam 1tl oon,t n.cted. on the st ream throU&h or near a !arm ancl 

fields and o,rden• &J!e fiooded, ruining croP9 or Jnaking the preparing of 

the gro\ind 1apo1 ible. 

i1he outbt of a lake is dammed b7 'beaver and the cottagers find 

th 1:r lloat houaea and docks 11.ooded, e%poted ahoreline sand under water • 

' &nd shoreline timber killed b7 nood ,rraten . 
• j 

.Beav r on the lake al o are cutting white 'birch, aspen, and 

oth"r trees on lu:eimore ov.qera• proptirtT• The timber OV1'1e:r finds a 

sene or beaver daa1 have :flooded his adjacent lay timber lands, klllti,g 



' 
OC1aMrcial or ,owntlal oOIIM1'C1al nercnn tNee t.laat. unal.1¥ ~ oa 

... lad •. 

!he ttah b u\ 1-MPM fl-OIi n6 ... ~-,..r ua up e\naaa 

and.~ ~t flmdah -.,.,. to Ar.hatQbenee; \nee•:.:- belDc eo.t. l9' 

ta lMtaver ln the aoenio •'• ot t.he lu.\e Parka; 'and. t.J'lldl \ni11 ha•• 

'bHJl t1,octe4 and. •llh•4 nt. ta'btr ha.• bee 4-Necl 'b1 b•nr Pond• •• 

lw.te 7oreata. It i.1 ueU.•• te .,- that ~1' ovnert conai4ir • ...._ 

f1?1ancd.al:1T coat.q, u an Vl• .....,... tie ,..a,. \he d-CI!• 

CenNl ... RN• are unalq nt.Ddar4. BeaTtr aN t.1'ka. 1Ji . 
U,-re-tioapta tra areu when Uea, u.e 4oi.ac 4-ge and. ue \nnfl'•rn4. H 

' 

l.alcet or nnau .. ,. '11•1 _. -.1sb"1' \o a. a...,.. 1n ...,. 1aa,ance1 

tM¥ caa be pt.oed where. tbq can l>t of Jielp bT onat.uc aue1r ,,...abc 

reaoYe4 lq' 'blasiug ~r wlt.b IJNtCSiaUN4 ~\iipaent. 1-f '.'Dla•ting la llk•lt w 

.....-r.1eute. 

ln41Tldul ott109" we~ oa 'lteanr ~ hay• 11Te-trappe4 

an4 aoftd a• ~ •• 100 '-""r in a .,...,_. IIOa\b d~ ~ ,-8' suaer. 

, .. ,,,. te t.V'f1fl N&Y91" haft 1-• acne4 fJ'OII a •1ncle OOlc.t,'e nie .. 

coat.rel ••~• an ao\ lUc,17 t.o " ,._.., 'becaut• oace liMTer ban 

ve·••• Htabll-' t,Jl u uea, aad :toe4 1■ n:tticlen oont1Jiue4 ~ 

can be expected frca other oololii" ■OY~ ~ the 1oanc Nlllt.ln wl'1l 

their parent• f'OJ" t.wo 7:DJ'tl aa4 N"9 the.a f'Ol"Cff to leaYe the COlOJtl'a JCaDT 

of \hen bea'Hr an ~ aboilt. leoldng tot' aew lecatloa• uah .waer and. 

aQP lMg1a thtt talk of bll!.14.bc t.helr damt and haae, and of mt.\lnc tore■, 

~t.• to .ton 1n t:hell' led Nda, vblah an ~eir w1nt..-r 1ooc1. ~l.J8 



Nui1ance .Beaver 

lieaver damage 1• one ot the factors to consider 1n ••tabl19hing 

an open aet.aon for the t&lc:ing ot beaver. When damage 1a acute in an area, 

a reduction in beaver po.P').ltlt1on rewl.ting f:rom a trapping eeaaon 11 usuallT 

A good lasting r•edJ'. 

Other factor lto are to be considered in establishing an open 

■eason :f'or tmppine. fhe l"elat1onth1p ot beav r to trout, 'Which J.s bdng 

atudied at the pre.ent time, le Al.wa1s a major consideration. 

Various 11portuen ,ind con1Jerv tion administrators are often out-

poken either in favor ot beaver d on trout treams or in opposition 

to tht!III on such. water9. Arg,1111ente, advanced in eupporl of the beaver• hold 

that their activities favor: (l) production of A goo~ 1uppl7 of fish food 

'bth1n the dam for two to tour or ore 1 ant (2) develOJ.)lll nt of better 

wltir :tor trout; ()) maintenanee of water now in teapora.17 mtrema 

o.nd checking of torrential run-ott'a; and (4) aupentat1on of trout habit t 

b7 an increaued wa.ter auppl7 in epr1ng J'Wla. 

Opponent• ot beaver • ma1nt,un th t& (l) 1n four or five 

y•ar the PQnde becoae "'eour" • a •ouree ot minor pollution, and at the ••• 

time increase the nu,aber or para.site• 1n trout; (2) the dams conet1tute 

a barril!r to spavn.1ng m1gra.t1on•• and dlt aeeumulat.tn« hehi!ld. beaver 

d.aat cover 8J)llwn1n be4a and ch"9• ,spring,; ('.)) t:rout 1J1 iapoundmenta 

are concentrated for the angler and. the predator. who a.re likelf to over­

fish th ar ann deplete the trou.t stock; and (4) oxr n content ot 

dammed stream, is eo reduced an water t~ratur rail d 10 high that 

fish pulat1on it domin ted. by chubs rather than the favored trout. 



l' 
luis&nce Beaver 1'age 4 

~e generalizations mentioned above obv1outlf are not ent1nly 

applicable to ove17 b~aver pond. the ettecta of a dnm being different 

according to the type of etreaJl on which it 19 locat•d• In most. inatanc 1 

Michigan' e beaver d.am eeem detr1uent l on slow atreaxu. vher as on :raster 

ters the7 ~ be a decided &id 1n trout production. leaver e tablilh 

themselv eon the elow 1tream1, or slovportione of atremns, 1n moet are , 

~at 111 when most o'! the damag occur :f'rolll the work: of nuisance b n.v r. 
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