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Written by: Pond [Popinev

John D. Voelker
Ishpeming, Michigan
THE GLASS CURTAIN

When Navy recrult X pald his cab fare and entered the old brownstone house
just off Fourth ivenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.1. oper-
ative;\:w was the street-cleaner in front of the plac:h;;‘ that the nondescript
individual washing windows by the entrance was their lesder. Nor was he to
know that one of the two men to whom he shortly thersafter delivered top-secret
military data was also an undercover mn for the F.B.Il.

When Mavy recruit X and the Russian spy to whom he shortly delivered this
data were arrested, a few minutes later, it wapg learned that the naval recruit
had delivered to the Russian spy the follming"intolligcnoo: That the U, 5.
Navy was developing a corps of atomic bombardiers; that graduates of this

course were already at sea with units of the fleet; that they were being trnineJI

at secret places, one of which wao,\in Hew Mexicoj; that they used precise dup-
licates of all current types of atomic bombs; that these crews have participated
and continue to do so in tests at Hevada and Eniwetok; and that complete com-
ponents for atomic bombs are probably now being carried at sea on our larger
carriers. .

were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for
thoir/‘shennmigana would probably feel inclined to give each of them 6
months in the electric chair. What wou.id you say, then, if one of our oldest
and most respected news services furnished this very same data and it was pub-
1ished on the front page of your favorite newspaper#? Yet that is just what
happened recently and the release, dated from Waahingtﬁ is quoted in its entiref

2

"The Kavy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers--fliers
and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and secret schools
of nuclear weapon use.

"Graduates of these courses already are at sea with the fleet
or abt naval air stations flying carrier-based aireraft presumably
capable of delivering any current type of astomic bomb.

"pPentagon officials today would confirm only that sueh a
program exists, but published reports and previous brief comments
by other officials make it possible to say that:

"The Havy men receive their training in atomic warfare at the
same joint armed forces schools used for Alr Force crews, These




include the New Mexico installations of the Armed Forces Special
Weapons Froject.

"They use, as do Air Force crews, precise duplicates of
atomic bombs complete in all details empt the actual nuclear
fission charge.

"lavy men participate in the joint task forces which wisdesty
conduet the experimental atomic explosions at Nevada and Eniwe-
tok Proving Grounds,

"Reports that components for the atomic bomb are carried

aboard some of the larger carriers, published last year, have
gone without official denial.”

\ of

The sbove article is not unusual. It is typical oftrkrﬁaaaca we havoé
been reading ever since the cold war began., Yet the editors of ocur newspapers |
and news services would be aghast if they were accused of furnishing aid and
comfort-—and military intelligence--to our enemies. Still cne wonders if, in
their zeal to print all the news--and possibly scoop each other-~they have not
all too frequently--and innocently--been doing just that., Is it too much to 5a)
that an intelligent and ressonably informed gremmar school boy could make some
pretty shdehn extent and course of our military preparations

simply by reading our own newspapers?
hen the new Eisenhower administration was reported as wanting to curtail

the presidential news conference, to a man the newspapers let out a howl that
could be heard 'round the world., They wmm;‘rrght, and if Ike's

o
strategists hawe Aaariomly sonsidered such a step, they seem to have dropped it
with a thud,

When a New Yoﬁ_:&Jndgo mently ban-ed newsmen from the trial of azaoci;?ib#

t.’uno t;;aerc was mush to be sald on both sides, and the judge pretty well stuck
to his guns@vel WW “7 ‘u WWW

This business of pmas censorship, voluntary or otherwise, does not lend
1tn1t to dogma, but one wonders just what purpose is served by such articles a?
thc one quoted-~axcept to mwit.tingl.y furnish intelligence to the enemy. 1Is

there not too damned much talk in the press about our military plans and in-
N
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Not only our strength but our weaknes‘sh'sl\k')roadcast for all to

hear. A committee of scientists makes a highly confidential eeport
to the government that, among other things, in two years e, will be a

sitting duck for atomic attack. Then, via their garfulous old friend,

-

Mr, ASpokesman, the newspapers tell all. /‘ here 4g/something almost

pathological jn their compulsion to confess... Is it not just about

"

time to stuff Mr. Spokesman—— a few_newspapers &M——into
A A wanddded '

[

the widening leak in our dike of security?
It may be argued that it is the genius of democracy to wash its

dirty linen in public; and, more ppecifically, that if our military

preparations are Edequate i:u'A sﬁguld ge informed, and fast, so that w—%

can blws jolt” our brass out of its ostrich complacency. It is a per-

suasive argument, and one hard to reput. 5ure_ly it is a valid one in
: Zj{z ; VinZ caw L abeucely Zret

political and kir‘xdred fields. But,haven't our newspapers long since gone

A

'way past t t,,\in the strictly military field?

Q ¢ g&t may be argued that many of these releases came from official W

QA anelicel dume 2 W‘é deare
government sources}[The answer to that one is that to ﬁh extent that it

is true, then a plague upon both their houses., In the international
— ! “} :
jungle in which we must henceforth %iwve, ta)flebearersfre as badasntale—
o

makers.,




stallations? Yet who is it that smokes out and prints detailed news of our
develcpment of atomic-powered submarines and planes? The press. Of our mobile
pieces of atomic artillery, complete with photographs? The press. Of the fact

that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile of i’c was recently exploded near

Eniwetok? The press. W;m daz‘..c’ Nendly of rpcond Fiordty,
AAVF & :

Tisdh ow Lovelens, AL frces - - abe _— e P A

I_f it be true that any intell:.gent layman can draw some pretty shrewd con- | n

clusions from our press releases, then what about a shrewy and lagéble enemy

- Mo .
May not even edeription
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One fin ?irony plans'oary proportions in contemplating a press grown so

“free that it aids the ge gnemy that would enslave and destroy it. Zb-must

4 grasp that from H rosh ll men must henco.t'ort.h live a climate of per-
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that}( iv et and stay powerful and smart.
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he press mus% aot. become A'b-tekut. to embark upon mass suicide.
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installations? Yet who is it that smokes out and prints detailed news of our

development of atomic-powered submarines and planes? The press. Of our mobile
pleces of atomic artillery, complete with photographs? The press. Of the fact
that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile of it was recently exploded near Eni-
wetok? The press. Of the detailed results of recent Nevada tests on civilian
installations? The press--along with a splendid assist from television and
radio.

Not only our strength but our weaknesses are broadcast for all to hear. A
committee of scientists makes a highly confidential report to the government
that, among other things, in two years our country will be a sitting duck for
atomic attack. Then, via their leaky and garrulous old friend, Mr. Informed
Spokesman, the newspapers tell all. At times there seems something almost
pathologieal in their compulsion to confess... Is it not just about time to
stuff old Mr. Spokesman--along with a few wedded newspapers--into the widening
leak in our dike of security?

It may be argued that it is the genius of democracy to wash its dirty linen
in publie; and, more specifically, that if our military preparations are inade-
quate our people should be informed, and fast, so that they can intelligently
jolt our brass out of its ostrich complacency. It is a persuasive argument,
and one curiously hard to rebut. Surely it is a valid one in political and
kindred fields. But it has a validity that can be abused. 4nd haven't our
newspapers long aince‘ gone 'way past that point in the shabeddy military field?

Again it may be argued that many of these releases came from official
government sources, as indeed some of them appear to have;un... The answer to

that one is that to the extent that it is true, then a plague upon both their
mow"™

houses. In the lawless international jungle in which we mesb=iemeefewdh dwell,
j‘b y v re-Ga N

coreless talebemra‘;’\ml ‘ talemakers.

If it be true tl'zat any intelligent laymsn can draw some pretty shrewd con-
clusions from our press releases, then what about a shrewd and implacable enemy
trained and straining to glean the slightest hint? May not even a deseription

of a W new electronic gadget prove of great significance to him?--be the one




stallations? Yet who is it that smokes out and prints detailed news of our
devalopment of atomic-powered submarines and planes? The press. Of our mobile
pleces of atomic artillery, complete with photographs? The press. Of the fact
that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile of it was recently exploded near
Eniwetok? The press.

If it be true thet any intelligent laymen can draw some pretty shrewd con-
clusions from ocur press releases, then what about a shrewd and implacable enemy
trained and straining to glean the slightest hint? May not even a description
of the after-cloud of a nuclear explosion prove of great significance to him?

One finds irony of planetary proportions in contemplating a press grown so
nfrea" that it aids the very enemy that would enslave and destroy it. It must

grasp that from Hiroshima on all men must henceforth live in a climate of per-

petual fear; that bare survival demands we get and stay powerful and smart.
Freedom of the press must not become a ticket to embark upon mass suicide.
Thus all of us are "free" to jump off the Empire State Building, but with this
difference--at least those that do do not risk bringing down the whole structurq
with them. That is why you and I not only dare to ask, but must ask, that our
press today consider its new responsibilities along with its traditional free~

doms.,
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stallations? Yet who is it that smokes out and pﬂnti“ﬁ%ff of our development

of ahomfc submarines and planes? The press. Of our mobile pieces of astomiec
ax'billeryy"\ The press. the fact that the hydrogen bomb or soms facsimile
of it was recently exploded near Eniwetok? The press,
If any intelligent layman can dmAsuh shfewd conclusions from our press
A
relesses, /\what. sbout a shrewd and implacable enemy trained and straining to
glean the slightest hint? DMay not even a description of the after-cloud of a
nuclear explosion prove of A:imiﬂcance to him?
certain segments of our press talk constanfdi«abo ;-g.dgm of thé

press. o ddae bt wg8berer heads among them begin to get more on
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To the dubio{ﬁﬂment that these newspaper revelations

may be calculated simply to mislead or else are part of a subtly conceived
psychological determent program toﬁscare the bejabbers out of the Russians
(and whose adherents doubtless comfort themselves that Stalin and Gottwald
shrivered-end died of fright) one wryly asks: Whose program? What annony-
: ot
mous and unsung genius ever persuaded i
m\ Colonel McCormick$ to lie down £
an-ybod-yhm How, where or when have the fussians demonstrated that they
"33{3 Oel s Bary cage
scare ( ccmplete Zilence on oq'zi—part prove infdimdbedy more
nerve—wracklng? (Isn't the myeboi-ms Ryssian silence a b1g factor in
our own jitters?) And if there is any such program, which we doubt
(at least among newspapers)/why is it necessary for our press to go to

considerable pains to supplement it by presenting our enemy with a series

of carefully engraved and calipered blueprints of our s‘zentific horrorU/

gl b A
%to suggest—or be weighed against or used to perfecthis own?
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Written by:
John D, Voelker
Ishpeming, Michigan

THE GLASS CURTAIN

When Navy recruit X paid his cab fare and entered the old brownstone house
Just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I. opera-
tive--as was the street-cleaner in front of the place--or that the nondescript
individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. HNor was he to
know that when he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret military data to a
Russian spy he was cbserved in the act by another F.B.l. man.

When Navy recruit X and the Russian spy were gathered in a few minutes
later, it was learned that the naval recruit had delivered the following mili-
tary intelligence: That the U. S. Navy was developing a corps of atomic bom-
bardiers; that graduates of this course were alrsady at sea with units of the
fleet; that they were being trained at secret places, one of which was located
in New Mexicoj that they used precise duplicates of all current types of atomic
bombs; that these crews have participated and continue to do so in tests at
Nevada and Eniwetok; and that complete components for atomic bombs are probably
now being ecarried at sea on our larger carriers.

If you were sitting on a Jjury trying Reerult X and the kussian spy for
their cloak and dagger shennanigans you would probably feel inelined to give
each of them 6 months in the electric chair, What would you say, then, if one
of our oldest Vand most respected news services furnished this very same data and
it was published on the front page of your favorite newspaper? Yet that is justl
what happened recently and the release, dated from Washington, is quoted in its
entirety:

"The Navy :L: developing a corps of atomic bombardiers--
fliers and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and
secret schools of nueclear weapon use.

nGraduates of these courses already are at sea with the
fleet or at naval air stations flying carrier-based alreraft
presumably capable of delivering any current type of atomic

"Pentagon officials today would eonfirm only that such
a program exists, but published reports and previous brief
comments by other officials make it possible to say that:
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THE GLASS CURTAIN
When Navy recruit X paid his cab fare and entered the old brownstone house
Just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I1. oper-
ative--as was the street-cleaner in front of the place--or that the nondeseript

individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. INor was he to

Law AT
know that , he shortly the ,or delivered top-secret
A”"{imﬂ; o~ m% ;s
military data weae-elso_am undercover-man—fer-the F.B.I, ~or/.
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When Nevy recruit X and the Russian apy/\

Ldate wore-arrested, a fow minutes later, it was learned that the naval recruit
had delivered So the Russkatiapy the following military intelligence: That the
U. 8. Navy was developing a corps of atomic bombardiers; that graduates of this
course were already at sea with units of the fleet; that they were being trained
at secret places, one of which was located in Hew Mexico; that they used pre-
cise duplicates of all current types of atomic bombsj that these crews have
participated and continue to do so in tests at Nevada and Eniwetok; and that
émplct.o components for atomic bombs are probably now being carried at sea on
our larger carriers.

If you were sitting on a jury trying Rogmit X and the Russian spy for
their cloak and dagger shennanigans you would probably feel inclined to give
each of them 6 months in the electric chair., What would you say, then, if one
of our oldest and most respected news services furnished this very same data and
it was published on the front page of your favorite newspaper? Yet that is jusy
what happened mﬁntly and the release, dated from Washington, is quoted in its
entirety:

"The lavy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers--fliers
and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and secret schocls
of nuclear weapon use,

"Graduates of these courses already are at sea with the fleet
or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aireraft presumably
capable of delivering any current type of atomic bomb,

"Pentagon officials today would eonfirm only that such a

program exists, but published reports and previous brief comments
by other officials make it possible to say that:
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THE GLASS CURTAIN
When Navy reeruit X paid his cab fare and entered the old brownstone house

Just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I. oper-

ative, as was the strest-cleaner in front of the plAc?)or that the nondescript

individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to
know that one of the two men to whom he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret
military data was also an undercover man for the F.B.I.

When Mavy recruit X and the Russian spy to whom he shortly delivered this
data were arrested, a few minutes later, it was learned that the naval reeruit
had delivered to the Russian spy the following intelligence: That the U. S.
Navy was developing a corps of atomic bombardiers; that gradustes of this
course were already at sea with units of the fleet; that they were being trained
at secret places, one of which was in Wew Mexico; that they used precise dup-
licates of all current types of atomic bombs; that these crews have participated
and continue to do so in tests at Nevada and Eniwetok; and that complete com-
ponents for atomie bombs are probably now being carried at sea on our larger
carriers.

If you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for
their shennanigans you would probably feel inclined to give each of them 6
months in the eleetric chair. What would you say, then, if one of our oldest
and most respected news services furnished this very same data and it was pub-
Ilished on the front page of your favorite nowapape;‘? Yet that is Jjust what
happened recently and the releasq,datad from Wauhingtog,is quoted in its entiret

"The Navy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers--fliers
and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and seerst schools
of nuclear weapon use.

"Graduates of these courses already are at sea with the fleet
or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aircraft presumably
capable of delivering any current type of atomic bomb.

"Pentagon offieials today would confirm only that such a
program exists, but published reports and previous brief comments
by other officials make it possible to say that:

"The Navy men receive their training in atomic warfare at the
same joint armed forces schools used for Air Force erews. These




include the New Mexico installations of the Armed Forces Special
Weapons Project.

"They use, as do Air Force crews, precise duplicates of
atomic bombs complete in all details except the actual nuclear
fission charge. "

"Navy men partieipate in the joint task forces which which
conduct the experimental atomic explosions at Nevada and Eniwe-
tok Proving Grounds.

"Reports that components for the atomic bomb are carried

aboard some of the larger carriers, published last year, have
gone without offiecial denial.”

The above article is not unusual. It is typical of news releases we have
been reading ever since the cold war began., Yet the editors of our newspapers
and news services would be aghast if they were accused of furnishing aid and
comfort--and military intelligence—to our enemies. Still one wonders if, in
their zeal to print all the news-—and possibly scoop each other--they have not
all too freguently--and innocently-——been doing Jjust that. Is it too much to say
t.ﬁat an intelligent and reasonably informed grammar school boy could make some
pretty shrewd guesses as to the extent and course of our military preparations
simply by reading our own newspapers?

When the new Eisenhower administration was reported as wanting to curtail

the presidential news conference, to a man the newspapers let out a howl that

could be heard 'round the world. They were probably right, and if Ike's

strategists ﬁ%&%&omh considered such a step, they seem to have dropped it

with a thud.
When a New York judge recently barred newsmen from the trial of !%Aaocialitd

charged with being a pimp, again the howl went up—but, without dilating, this
time there was much to be ?aid on both sides, and the judge pretty well stuck
to his guns.

This business of press censorship, voluntary or otherwise, does not lend
itself to dogma, but one wonders just what purpose is served by such articles ag
the one quoted--except to unwittingly furnish intelligence to the enemy. Is
there not too damned much talk 1n the press about our military plans and in-




stalla'oions" Yet who is it that smokes out and prints /\newa of our development
of atomic submarines and ‘}::lanes? The press. Of our mobile pieces of atomic
c,m{:,& oo iy
arbillerg) The press. Of the fact Ehat the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile
of it was recently oded near Eniwetok? The press.
Ll

If/\any telligent layman can draw saoh sh conclusions from our press
releases, /\what about a shrewd and implgcable enemy trained and straining to
glean the slightest hint? May not even a description of the after-eloud of a

nuclear explosion prove of ﬁmba&hg’vi@ificance to him?
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stallations? Yet who is it that smokes out and prints detailed news of our

development of atomic-powered submarines and planes? The press. Of our mobile
pieces of atomic artillery, complete with photographs? The press. Of the fact
that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile of it was recently exploded near
Eniwetok? The press.

If it be true that any intelligent layman can draw some pretty shrewd con-
clusions from our press releases, then what about a shrewd and implacable enemy
trained and straining to glean the slightest hint? May not even a description
of the after-cloud of a nuclear explosion prove of great significance to him?

One finds ireny of planetary proportions in contemplating a press grown so
nfree" that it aids the very enemy that would enslave and destroy it. It must
grasp that from Hiroshima on all men must henceforth live in a climate of per-
petual fear; that bare survival demands we get and stay powerful and smart.
Freedom of the press must not become a ticket to embark upon mass suicide.

Thus all of us are "free" to jump off the Empire State Building, but with this
difference~—at least those that do do not risk bringing down the whole structureg
with them. That is why you and I not only dare to ask, but must ask, that our

press todaghconsidgz its new responsibilities along with its traditional free-

doms.
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When Navy recruit X paid his cab fare and entered the old brownstone house
just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I. oper-
ative, as was the street-cleaner in front of the placgjor that the nondescript
individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to
know that one of the two men to whom he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret
military data was also an undercover man for the F.B.I1.

When Navy recruit X and the Russian spy to whom he shortly delivered this
data were arrested, a few minutes later, it was learned that the naval recruit
had delivered to the Russian spy the following intelligence: That the U. S.
Navy was developing a corps of atomic bombardiers; that graduates of this
course were already at sea with units of the fleet; that they were being trained
at secret places, one of which was in New Mexico; that they used precise dup-
licates of all current types of atomic bombs; that these crews have participate$
and continue to do so in tests at Nevada and Eniwetok; and that complete com-
ponents for atomic bombs are probably now being carried at sea on our larger
carriers.

If you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for
their shennanigans you would probably feel inclined to give each of them 6
months in the electric chair. What would you say, then, if one of our oldest
and most respected news services furnished this very same data and it was pub-
lished on the front page of your favorite newspaper‘? Yet that is just what

happened recently and the releasg)dated from Washingtog’is quoted in its entiref

"The Navy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers--fliers
and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and secret schools
of nuclear weapon use.

nGraduates of these courses already are at sea with the fleet
or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aircraft presumably
capable of delivering any current type of atomic bomb.

"Pentagon officials today would confirm only that such a
program exists, but published reports and previous brief comments
by other officials make it possible to say that:

"The Navy men receive their training in atomic warfare at the
same joint armed forces schools used for Air Force crews. These




include the New Mexico installations of the Armed Forces Special
Weapons Project.

"They use, as do Aif Force crews, precise duplicates of
atomic bombs complete in all details except the actual nuclear
fission charge.

"Navy men participate in the joint task forces which which
conduct the experimental atomic explosions at Nevada and Eniwe-
tok Proving Grounds.

"Reports that components for the atomic bomb are carried
aboard some of the larger carriers, published last year, have
gone without official denial."

The above article is not unusual. It is typical of news releases we have

been reading ever since the cold war began. Yet the editors of our newspapers
and news services would be aghast if they were accused of furnishing aid and
comfort——and military intelligence—to our enemies. Still one wonders if, iﬁ
their zeal to print all the news—and possibly scoop each other--they have not
all too frequently--and innocently--been doing just that. Is it too much to sajy
that an intelligent and reasonably informed gremmar school boy could make some
pretty shrewd guesses as to the extent and course of our military preparations
simply by reading our own newspapers?

When the new Eisenhower administration waé reported as wanting to curtail
the presidential news conference, to a man the newspapers let out a howl that
could be heard 'round the world. They were probably right, and if Ike's
strategists have seriously considered such a step, they seem to have dropped it
with a thud.

When a New York judge recently barred newsmen from the trial of a socialitg
charged with being a pimp, again the howl went up—-but, without dilating, this
time there was much to be said on both sides, and the judge pretty well stuck
to his guns.

This business of press censorship, voluntary or otherwise, does not lend
itself to dogma, but one wonders just what purpose is served by such articles ag
the one quoted--except to unwittingly furnish intelligence to the enemy. Is

there not too damned much talk in the press about our military plans and in-




stallations? Yet who is it that smokes out and prints news of our development
of atomic sﬁbmarines and planes? The press. Of our mobile pieces of atomic
artillery? The press. Of the fact that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile
of it was recently exploded near Eniwetok? The press.

If any intelligent layman can draw such shrewd conclusions from our press
releases, what about a shrewd and implacable enemy trained and straining to

glean the slightest hint? May not even a description of the after-cloud of a

nuclear explosion prove of devastating significance to him?

Yes, certain segments of our press talk constantly about the freedom of the
press. Is it not high time that soberer heads among them begin to act more on

their responsibilities in this time of survival?




Written by:
John D, Voelker
Ishpeming, Michigan

THE GLASS CURTAIN

When Navy recruit X paid his cab fare and entered the old brownstone house
just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I. opera-
tive-—as was the street-cleaner in front of the place-—of that the nondescript
individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to
know that when he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret military data to a
Russian spy he was observed in the act by another F.B.I. man.

When Navy recruit X and the Russian spy were gathered in a few minutes
later, it was learned that the naval recruit had delivered the following mili-
téry intelligence: ' That the U. S. Navy was developing a corps of atomic bom-
bardiers; that graduates of this course were already at sea with units of the
fleet; that they were being trained at secret places, one of which was located
in New Mexico; that they used precise duplicates of all current types of atomic
bombs; that these crews have participated and continue to do so in tests at
Nevada and Eniwetok; and that complete components for atomic bombs are probably
now being carried at sea on our larger carriers.

If you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for
their cloak and dagger shennanigans you would probably feel inclined to give
each of them 6 months in the electric chair. What would you say, then, if one
of our oldest and most respected news services furnished this very same data and
it was published on the front page of your favorite newspaper? Yet that is just
what happened recently and the release, dated from Washington, is quoted in its

entirety:

"The Navy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers--
fliers and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and
secret schools of nuclear weapon use.

"Graduates of these courses already are at sea with the
fleet or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aircraft
presumably capable of delivering any current type of atomic
bomb,

"Pentagon officials today would confirm only that such
& program exists, but published reports and previous brief
comments by other officials make it possible to say that:
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To the dubious argument that these newspaper revelations may be calculated
simply to mislead or else are part of a subtly conceived psychological program
to deter and scare the be jabbers out of the Russians (and whose adherents doubt-
less comfort themselves that Stalin and Gottwald died of fright) ome wryly asks:
Whose program? What annonymous and unsung genius ever persuaded our'tempera-
mental Colonel McCormicks to lie down meekly with anyone? How, where or when
have the Russians demonstrated that they scare easily? And in any case wouldn't
complete silence on our part prove more nerve-wracking? (Isn't the mysterious
Slavic fog of Russian silence a pretty big factor in our an Jitters?) And if
there is any such program, which we doubt (at least among newspapers), why is
it necessary for our press to go to considerable pains to supplement it by

presenting our enemy with a series of carefully engraved and calipered blueprints

ol
of our military-scientific horrors to be weighed against gaﬂssed to perfect

his own?
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John D. Voelker

hpeming, Michigan

THE GLASS CURTAIN

When Navy recruit X péid his cab fare and entered the old brownstone house
just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I. opera-
tive--as was the street-cleaner in front of the place--or that the nondeseript
individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to
know that when he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret military data to a
Russian spy he was observed in the act by another F.B.1. man,

When Navy reeruit X and the Russian spy were gathered in a few minutes
later, it was learned that the naval recruit had/\ : *the following mili-
tary intelligence: That the U, S. Navy was developing & corps of atomic bom-
bardiers; that graduates of this course were already at sea with units of the
fleet; that they were being trained at secret places, one of which was located
in New Mexicoj that they used precise duplicates of all current types of atomic
bombs; that these crews have participated and continue te do so in tests at
Nevada and Eniwetok; and that complete components for atomic bombs are probably
now being carried at sea on our larger carriers.

If you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for
their cloak and dagger shennanigans you would probably feel inclined to give
each of them 6 months in the electric chair. What would you say, then, if one

of our oldest and most respected news services furnished this very same data andr

‘Ilit was published on the front page of your favorite newspaper? Yet that is Just
what happened recently and the release, dated from Washington, is quoted in its

entirety:

“The Navy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers--
fliers and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and
secret schools of nuclear weapon use.

nGraduates of these courses already are at sea with the
fleet or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aireraft
presumably capable of delivering any current type of atomie
bomb.

"Pentagon officials today would confirm only that such
a program exists, but published reports and previous brief
comments by other officials make it possible to say that:




“"The Navy men receive their training in atomic warfare at
the same joint armed forces schools used for Alr Force crews.
These include the New Mexico installations of the Armed Forces
Special Weapons Project.

"They use, as do Alr Force crews, precise duplicates of
atomic bombs complete in all details except the sctual nuclear
fisslon charge.

"Navy men participate in the joint task forces which con-
duct the experimental atomiec explosions at Hevada and Eniwe-
tok Proving Grounds,

"Reports that components for the atomic bomb are carried
aboard some of the larger carriers, published last year, have
gone without official denial.”

The above article is not unusual. It is typical of a flood of news re-
leases we have been reading ever since the cold war began. Yet the editors of
our newspapers and news services would be aghast if they were accused of fur-
nisghing aid and comfort--and military intelligence--to our enemies. 5till one
wonders if, in their zeal to print all the news--and possibly scoop each other—-
they have not all too freguently--and innocently--been doing just that. Is it
too much to say that an intelligent and reasonably informed grammar school boy
could make some pretty shrewd assessments of the extent and course of our mili-
tary preparations simply by reading our own newspapers?

When the new Eisenhower administration was reported as wanting to curtail
the presidential news conference, to a man the newspapers let out a howl that
could be heard 'round the world, They were doubtless right, and if Ike's
strategists ever seriously considered such a step, they seem to have dropped it
with a thud.

When a New York judge recently barred newsmen from the trial of a young
socialite in a morals case, again the howl went up--but, without dilating, this
time there was much to be said on both sides, and the judge pretty well stuck
to his guns and has since been sustained by his supreme court.

This business of press censorship, voluntary or otherwise, does not lend

itself to dogma, but one wonders Just what purpose is served by such articles ag
the one quoted--except to unwittingly furnish intelligence to the enemy. 1Is
there not too damned much loose talk in the press about our military plans and
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To the duhm-iargtment that these newspaper revelations npbo/ calculated
simply to mislead or else are part of a subtly conceived psychological program
to deter and seare the bejabbers out of the Russians (and whose adherents doubt-
less comfort themselves that Stalin and Gottwald died of fright) one wryly asks:
Whose program? What annonymous and unsung genius ever persuaded our tempera-
mental Colonel MeCormicks to lie down meekly with anyone? How, where or when
have the Russians demonstrated that they scare easily? And in any case wouldn't
complete silence on our part prove more nerve-wracking? (Isn't the mysterious
Slavie fog of Russian silence a pretty big factor in our own jitters?) And if
there is any such program, which we doubt (at least among newspapers), why is
it necessary for our press to go to M:rafn?to supplement it by

presenting our enemy with a series of carefully engraved and caliperodAbluopr:Inta

Qhandianid”
of our[\military—scientific horrors to be weighed against ’/‘ used to perfect

his own?




installations? Yet who is it that emokes out and printe detailed news of our

development of atomic-powered submarines and planes? The press. Of our mobile
pleces of atomic artillery, complete with photographs? The press, Of the fact
that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile of it was recently exploded near Eni~-
wetok? The press, Of the detailed results of recent Nevada tests on civilian
installaticns? The press-—along with a splendid assist from television and
redio.

Not only our strength but our weaknesses are broadcast for all to hear. A
committee of scientists makes a highly ¢enfidential report to the government
that, among other things, in two years our country will be a sitting duck for
atomic attack, Then, via their leaky and garrulous old friend, Mr, Informed
Spokesman, the newspapers tell all., At times there seems something almost
pathological in their compulsion to confess... Is it not just about time to
stuff old Mr, Spokesman--along with a few newspapers--into the widening leak in
our dike of security?

It may be argued that it is the genius of democracy to wash its dirty linen
in publie; and, more specifically, that if our military preparations are inade-
quate our people should be informed, and fast, so that they can intelligently
jolt our brass out of its ostrich complacency. It is a persuasive argument,
and one curiocusly hard to rebut, Surely it is a valid one in political and
kindred fields. But it has a validity that can be abused. And haven't our
newspapers long since gone 'way past that point in the military field?

Again it may be argued that mny of these releases came from official
government sources, as indeed some of them appear to have, The answer to that
one is that to the extent that it is true, then a plague upen hoir houses.,

[eatiollese pf o 1y @M % fidos 2pmie W |
«i:’ftm lawles mtomatim jungle in which we n’éﬁ é?oll, ‘{boarcrs canw a: :

If it be true that aﬁﬁe&% o gan draw some pretty shrewd :
conclusions from our press releases, then what about a shrewd and implacable - ¢ 8-
enemy trained and straining to glean the slightest hint? lay not even a descriy
tion of a new electronic gadget prove of great simiticm'tohin?-b?thoono

dangerous as talemakers.




revealing clue for him to perfect one of his own diabolic devices?

One finds irony of planetary proportions in contemplating a press grown so
"free" that it alds the very enemy that would enslave and destroy it. Does our
press fail to grasp that from Hiroshima on all men must henceforth live in a

elimate of perpetual fear; that, Lord forgive us, bare survival demands we must

get and stay powerful and smart? In the Atomic Age freedom of the press must
never become a franchise to embark upon mass suicide, Thus all of us are "free'|
to jump off the Empire State Building, but with this vital difference—at least
those that do do not risk bringing the whole structure down with them. That is
why you and I not only dare to ask, but must ask, that our press today consider
its grave new responaii;Mtiea along with its traditional freedoms. It, the
press, must learn that gilence can.not only be golden--it f:;";ﬁ; mean the
difference between survival-.and chaos.
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THE GLASS CURTAIN

When Navy recruit X paid his'cab fare and entered the old brownstone house
Just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F,B.I. opera-
tive--as was the street-cleaner in front of the place--or that the nondescript |
individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to
know that when he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret military data to a
Russian spy he was observed in the act by another F.B.I. man,

When Navy recriait X and the Russian spy were g;thered in a few minutes
later, it was learned that the naval recruit had conveyed the following mili-
tary intelligence: That the U. S. Navy was developing a corps of atomic bom-
bardiers; that graduates of this course were already at sea with units of the
fieet; that they were being trained at secret places, one of which was located
in New Mexico; that they used precise duplicates of all current types of atomic
bombs; that these crews have participated and continue to do so in tests at
Nevada and Eniwetok; and that complete components for atomic bombs are probably
now being carried at sea on our larger carriers.

If you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for
their cloak and dagger shennanigans you would probably feel ineclined to give
each of them 6 months in the electric chair. What would you say, then, if one
of our oldest and most respected news services furnished this very same data ang
it was published on the front page of your favorite newspaper? Yet that is jusf
| what happened recently and the release, ‘dated from Washington, is quoted in its

entirety:

"The Navy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers--
fliers and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and
secret schools of nuclear weapon use,

"Graduates of these courses already are at sea with the
fleet or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aircraft
presumably capable of delivering any current type of atomic
bomb,

"Pentagon officials today would confirm only that such
a program exists, but published reports and previous brief
comments by other officials make it possible to say that:




"The Navy men receive their training in atomic warfare at
the same Joint armed forces schools used for Air Force crews.
These include the Hew Mexico installations of the Armed Forces

Special Weapons Project.

: "They use, as do Alr Force crews, precise duplicates of
atomic bombs complete in all details except the actual nuclear
fission charge.

"Navy men participate in the joint task forces which con-
duet the experimental atomic explosions at Nevada and Eniwe-
tok Proving Grounds.

"Reports that components for the atomic bomb are carried
aboard some of the larger carriers, published last year, have
gone without official denial."

The above article is not unusual, It is typical of a flood of news re-
leases we have been reading ever since the cold war began. Yet the editors of
our newspapers and news services would be aghast if they were accused of fur-
nishing aid and comfort--and military intelligence--to our enemies. Still one
wonders if, in their zeal to print all the news--and possibly scoop each other—-
they have not all too frequently--and innocently--been doing just that. Is it
too much to say that an intelligent and reasonably informed grammar school boy
could make some pretty shrewd assessments of the extent and course of our mili-
tary preparations simply by reading our own newspapers?

When the new Eisenhower administration was reported as wanting to curtail
the presidential news conference, to a man the newspapers let out a howl that
could be heard 'round the world, They were doubtless right, and if Ike's
strategists ever seriously considered such a step, they seem to have dropped it

with a thud,

When a New York judge recently barred newsmen from the trial of a young

socialite in a morals case, again the howl went up-~but, without dilating, this
time there was much to be said on both sides, and the judge pretty well stuck
to his guns and has since been sustained by his supreme court.

This business of press consorship, voluntary or otherwise, does not lend
itself to dogma, but one wonders Jjust what purpose is served by such articles ag
the one quotedo-oxcept to unwittingly furnish intelligence to the enemy. 1Is
there not too damned much loose talk in the press about our military plans and




installations? Yet who is it that smokes out and prints detailed news of our
development of atomic-~powered submarines and planes? The press. Of our mobile
pieces of atomic artillery, complete with photographs? The press. Of the fact
that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile of it was recently exploded near Eni-
wetok? The press., Of the detailed results of recent Nevada tests on civilian
installations? The press--along with a splendid assist from television and
radio.

Not only our strength but our weaknesses are broadcast for all to hear. A
comnittee of scientists makes a highly confidential report to the government

that, among other things, in two years our country will be a sitting duck for

atomic attack. Then, via their leaky and garrulous old friend, lMr. Informed
Spokesman, the newspapers tell all, At times there seems something almost
pathological in their compulsion to confess... Is it not just about time to
stuff old Mr, Spokesman--along with a few newspapers--into the widening leak in
our dike of security?

It may be argued that it is the genius of democracy to wash its dirty linen
in public; and, more specifically, that if our military preparations are inade-
quate our people should be informed, and fast, so that they can intelligently
Jolt our brass out of its ostrich complacency. It is a persuasive argument,
and one curiously hard to rebut. Surely it is a valid one in politiecal and
kindred fields, But it has a validity that ¢an be abused. And haven't our
newspapers long since gone 'way past that point in the military field?

Again it may be argued that many of these releases came from official
government sources, as indeed some of them appear to have. The answer to that
one is that to the extent that it is true, then a plague upon both their houses,
Regardless of who may be initially to blame for some of these leaks, the bitter
fact is that in the lawless international jungle in which we now dwell, tale-
bearers can be as dangerous as talemakers.

To the possible argument that these newspaper revelations are caleculated
simply to mislead or else are part of a subtly conceived psychological program
to deter and scare the bejabbers out of the Russians (and whose adherents doubt-

less comfort themselves that Stalin and Gottwald died of fright) one wryly asksi




Whose program? What annonymous and unsung genius ever persuaded our tempera-
mental Colonel McCormicks to lie down meekly with anyone? How, where or when
have the Russians demonstrated that they scare easily? And in any case wouldn'

complete silence on our part prove more nerve-wracking? (Isn't the mysterious

Slavic fog of Russian silence a pretty big factor in our own jitters?) And if

there is any such program, which we doubt (at least among newspapers), why is
it necessary for our press to go to such pains to supplement it by presenting
our enemy with a series of carefully engraved and calipered blueprints of our
military-scientific horrors to be weighed against and used to perfect his own?

If it be true that any intelligent layman can draw some pretty shrewd
conclusions from our press releases, then what about a shrewd and implacable
enemy trained and straining to glean the slightest hint? May not even a descrip-
tion of a new electronic gadget prove of great significance to him?--be the one
revealing clue for him to perfect one of his own diabolic devices?

One finds irony of planetary proportions in contemplating a press grown so
"free" that it alds the very enemy that would enslave and destroy it. Does our
press fail to grasp that from Hiroshima on all men must henceforth live in a
climate of perpetual fear; that, Lord forgive us, bare survival demands we must
get-and-stay poverful and.smart?  In-the Atomic igecfreedom of the press must
never become a franchise to embark upon mass suicide. Thus all of us are "free!
to jump off the Empire State Building, but with this vital differance—-at least
those that do do not risk bringing the whole structure down with them. That is
why you and I not only dare to ask, but must ask, that our press today consider
its grave new reaponaibilitiea Along with its traditional freedoms. It, the
press, must learn that silence can not only be golden-—-it may also mean the

difference between survival and ch,aoa. 2




Written by:
dohn D, Voelker
Ishpeming, Michigan

THE GLASS CURTAIN
When Navy recruit X paid his cab fare and entered the old brownstone house
just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F,.B.I. oper-
ative~—as was the street-cleaner in front of the place—or that the nondescript
individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to

know that one of the two men to whom he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret

military data was also an undercover man for the F.B.I.

When Navy recruit X and the Russian spy to whom he shortly delivered this
data were arrested, a few minutes later, it was learned that the naval recruit
had delivered to the Russian spy the following military intelligence: That the
U. S. Navy was developing a corps of atomic bombardiers; that graduates of this
course were already at sea with units of the fleet; that they were being trained
at secret places, one of which was located in New Mexico; that they used pre-
cise duplicates of all current types of atomic bombs; that these crews have
participated and continue to do so in tests at Nevada and Eniwetok; and that
complete components for atomic bombs are probably now being carried at sea on
our larger carriers.
If you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for
their cloak and dagger shennanigans you would probably feel inclined to give
each of them 6 months in the electric’chair. What would you say, then, if one
of our oldest and most respected news services furnished this very same data and
it was published on the front page of your favorite newspaper? Yet that is just
what happened recently and the release, dated from Washington, is quoted in its
entirety:

"The Navy is developing a corps of atomie bombardiers--fliers
and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and secret schocls
of nuclear weapon use.

"Graduates of these courses already are at sea with the fleet
or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aircraft presumably
capable of delivering any current type of atomic bomb.

"Pentagon officials today would confirm only that such a

program exists, but published reports and previous brief comments
by other officials make it possible to say that:




"The Navy men receive their training in atomic warfare at
the same joint armed forces schools used for Air Force crews.
These include the New Mexico installations of the Armed Forces
Special Weapons Project.

"They use, as do Air Force crews, precise duplicates of
atomic bombs complete in all details except the actual nuclear
fission charge.

"Navy men participate in the joint task forces which con-
duct the experimental atomic explosions at Nevada and Eniwe-
tok Proving Grounds.

"Reports that components for the atomic bomb are carried
aboard some of the larger carriers, published last year, have
gone without official denial.”

The above article is not unusual. It is typical of a flood of news re-
leases we have been reading ever since the cold war began. Yet the editors of
our newspapers and news services would be aghast if they were accused of fur-
nishing aid and comfort--and military intelligence--to our enemies. Still one
wonders if, in their zeal,to print all the news—-and possibly scoop each other-—
they have not all too frequently——and innocently--been doing Jjust that. Is it
too much to say that an intelligent and reasonably informed grammar school boy
could make some pretty shrewd assessments of the extent and course of our mili-
tary preparations simply by reading our own newspapers?

When the new Eisenhower administration was reported as wanting to curtail
the presidential news conference, to a man the newspapers let out a howl that
could be heard 'round the world. They were doubtless right, and if Ike's
strategists ever seriously considered such 2 step, they seem to have dropped it
with a thud.

When a New York judge recently barred newsmen from the trial of a young
socialite in a morals case, again the howl went up—but, without dilating, this
time there was much to be said on both sides, and the judge pretty well stuck
to his guns and has since been sustained by his supreme court.

This business of press censorship, voluntary or otherwise, does not lend

itself to dogma, but one wonders just what purpose is served by such articles as|

the one quoted——except to unwittingly furnish ‘intelligence to the enemy. Is

there not too damned much loose talk in the press about our military. plans and




installations? Yet who is it that smokes out and prints detailed news of our
development of atomic-powered submarines and planes? The press. Of our mobile
pieces of atomic artillery, complete with photographs? The press. Of the fact
that the hydrogen bomb or some facsimile of it was recently exploded near Eni-
wetok? The press. Of the detailed results of recent Nevada tests on civilian
installations? The press——along with a splendid assist from television and
radio.

Not only our strength but our weaknesses are broadcast for all to hear. A
committee of scientists makes a highly confidential report to the government
that, among other things, in two years our country will be a sitiing duck for

atomic attack. Then, via their leaky and garrulous old friend, Mr. Informed

Spokesman, the newspapers tell all. At times there seems something almost

pathological in their compulsion to confess... Is it not just about time to
stuff old Mr. Spokesman--along with a few newspapers--into the widening leak in
our dike of security?

It may be argued that it is the genius of democracy to wash its dirty linen
in public; and, more specifically, that if our military preparations are inade-
quate 6ur people should be informed, and fast; so that they can intelligently
jolt our brass out of its ostrich complacency. It is a persuasive argument,
and one curiously hard to rebut. Surely it is a valid one in political and
kindred fields. But it has a wvalidity that can be abused. And haven't our
newspapers long since gone 'way past 'that point in the military field?

Again it may be argued that many of these releases came from official
government sources, as indeed some of them appear to have. The answer to that
one is that to the extent that it is true, then a plague upon both their houses.
In the lawless international jungle in which we now dwell, talebearers can be as|
dangerous as talemakers.

If it be true that any intelligent layman can draw some pretty shrewd
conclusions from our press releases, then what about a shrewd and implacable
enemy trained and straining to glean the slightest hint? May not even a descrip

tion of a new electronic gadget prove of great significance to him?--be the one




revealing clue for him to perfect one of his own diabolic devices?

One finds irony of planetary proportions in contemplating a press grown so
"free" that it aids the very enemy that would enslave and destroy it. Does our
press fail to grasp that from Hiroshima on all men must henceforth live in a
climate of perpetual fear; that, Lord forgive us, bare survival demands we must
get and stay powerful and smart? In the Atomic Age freedom of the press must
never become a franchise to embark upon mass suicide. Thus all of us are "free
to jump off the Empire State Building, but with this vital difference—at least
those that do do not risk bringing the whole structure down with them. That is
why you and I not only dare to ask, but must ask, that our press today consider

its grave new responsibilities along with its traditional freedoms. It, the

press, must learn that silence can'not only be golden-—-it oeﬁkélso mean the

difference between survival and chaos.
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John D. Voelker
dishpeming, lichigan

THE GLASS CURTAIN

When Navy recruit X paid his cab fare and entered the old brownstone house
Just off Fourth Avenue he did not know that the cab driver was an F.B.I. opera~
tive—-as was the street-cleaner in front of the place--or that the nondescript
individual washing windows by the entrance was their leader. Nor was he to
know that when he shortly thereafter delivered top-secret military data to a
Russian spy he was observed in the act by another F.B.I. man.

When Navy recruit X and the Russian spy were gathered in a few minutes
later, it was learned that the naval recruit had conveyed the following mili-
tary intelligence: That the U. S. Navy was developing a corps of atomic bom-

bardiers; that graduates of this course were already at sea with units of the

fleet; that they were being trained at secret places, one of which was located

in New Mexico; that they used precise duplicates of all current types of atomic
bombs; that these crews have participated and continue to do so in tests at
Nevada and Eniwetok; and that complete components for atomic bombs are probably
now being carried at sea on our larger carriers.

If you were sitting on a jury trying Recruit X and the Russian spy for
their cloak and dagger shennanigans you would probably feel inclined to give
each of them 6 months in the electric chair. What would you say, then, if one
of our oldest and most respected news services furnished this very same data and
it was published on the front page of your favorite newspaper? Yet that is Jjust
what happened recently and the release, dated from Washington, is quoted in its
entirety:

"The Navy is developing a corps of atomic bombardiers—-
fliers and ordinance experts trained in the high-level and
secret schools of nuclear weapon use.

"Graduates of these courses already are at .sea.with.the
fleet:or at naval air stations flying carrier-based aircraft
presumably capable of delivering any current type of atomic
bomb.

"Pentagon officials today would confirm only that such

a program exists, but published reports and previous brief
comments by other officials make it possible to say that:




"The Navy men receive their training in atomic warfare at
the same joint armed forces schools used for Air Force crews.
These include the New Mexico installations of the Armed Forces
Special Weapons Project.

"They use, as do Air Force crews, precise duplicates of
atomic bombs complete in all details except the actual nuclear
fission charge.

"Navy men participate in the joint task forces which con-
duct the experimental atomic explosions at Nevada and Eniwe-
tok Proving Grounds.

"Reports that components for the atomic bomb are carried
aboard some of the larger carriers, published last year, have
gone without official denial."

The above article is not unusual. It is typical of a flood of news re-
leases we have been reading ever since the cold war began. TYet the editors of
our newspapers and news services would be aghast if they were accused of fur-
nishing aid and comfort--and military intelligence--to our enemies. Still one
wonders if, in their zeal to print all the news--and possibly scoop each other—-
they have ‘not all too frequently--and innocently--been doing Jjust that. Is it

too much to say that an intelligent and reasonably informed grammar school boy

could make some pretty shrewd assessments of the extent and course of our mili-

tary preparations simply by« reading our.own newspapers?

When the new Eisenhower administration was reported as wanting to curtail
the presidential news conference, to a man the newspapers let out a howl that
could be heard 'round the world. They were doubtless right, and if Ike's
strategists ever seriously considered such a step, they seem to have dropped it
with a thud.

When a New York judge recently barred newsmen fram the trial of a young
socialite in a morals case, again the howl went up—but, without dilating, this
time there was much to be said on both sides, and the judge pretty well stuck
to his guns and has since been sustained by his supreme court.

This business of press consorship, voluntary or otherwise, does not lend
itself to dogma, but one wonders Just what purpose is served by such articles as
the one quoted--except to unwittingly furnish intelligence to the enemy. Is

there not too damned much loose talk in the press about our military plans and
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Whose program? What annonymous and unsung genius ever persuaded our tempera-
mental Colonel McCormicks to lie down meekly with anyone? How, where or when
have the Russians demonstrated that they scare easily? 4And in any case wouldn'f
complete silence on our part prove more nerve-wracking? (Isn't the mysterious
Slavic fog of Russian silence a pretty big factor in our own jitters?) And if
there is any such program, which we doﬁbt (at least among newspapers), why is
it necessary for our press to go to such pains to supplement it by presenting
our enemy with a series of carefully engraved and calipered blueprints of our
military-scientific horrors to be weighed against and used to perfect his own?

If it be true that any intelligent layman can draw some pretty éhrewd
conclusions from our press releases, then what about a shrewd and implacable
enemy trained and straining to glean the slightest hint? May not even a descrigp
tion of a new electronic gadge£ prove of great significance to him?--be the one
revealing clue for him to perfect one of his own diabolic device;?

One finds irony of planetary proportions in contemplating a press grown so
nfree" that it aids the very enemy that would enslave and destroy it. Does our
press fail to grasp that from Hiroshima on all men must henceforth live in a
climate of perpetual fear; that, Lord forgive us, bare survival demands we must
get and stay powerful ard: smart? In the Atomic Age freedom of the press must
never become a franchise to embark upon mass suicide. Thus all of us are '"freet
to jump off the Empire State Building, but with ihis vital difference--at least

those that do do not risk bringing the whole structure down with them. That is

why you and I not only dare to ask, but must ask, that our press today consider

its grave new responsibilities along with its traditional freedoms. 1I1t, the
press, must learn that silence can not only be golden--it may also mean the

difference between survival and chaos.




