


npulsory selective

statement
biblical origin has |

service is
been chall
Well, th
steps. Fi registration of
the whole population and |
classific o availability for |
military service. In Numbers 26; 1 |
and 2 “The Lord spake unto Moses
. saying take the sum of all the
congregation of the Children of Is-
rael from 20 years old and upward
throughout their father’s houses, all
that are able to go to war in Is-|
rael.” The ensuing first ‘“‘registra-
tion report” showed 601,730 regis- |
trants. - ;
The next stepia the assignment of |
quotas. Numbers 31-3 ‘“Moses spake ‘
. . . arm some of yourselves unto
the war . . . of every tribe a thou-
sand . shall ye send to the war.’
They were draﬁed and inducted.

Some men are ‘‘exempted” ac-
cording to regulations. For rules
Tof exemption in “the- Mosaic draft, |
see Deuteronomy 20; 5-9. Briefly,
they exempted men Who were pro-
viding homes and had not “dedi-
cated’’ them, newly married men,
men who were growing vineyards
not yet mature and, -curiously
enough, self-confessed cowards In
Deutercnomy 24-5, the “married
man”’ exemptmn was confined to one
year.

‘The theory pf this selectlve serv-
ice is found in Numbers 32-6 “And
Moses said unto the children of Gad
(Gad correct) and the children of
Reuben’” (who wanted to call it a
day in the conquest of Canaan)
~ “shall your brethren go to war and
shall ye sit here?’’ Then he recalled
an earlier evasion of military serv-
ice by the children at Kadesh-Bar-
‘nea and rexmnded them that ‘‘the
Lord’s anger was kindled against
Israel and he made them wander in
the wilderness for 40 years.” The
_entire tribes of Reuben and Gad
(Gad correct) marched, “every man
- armed to battle.”

‘Maybe all that was not a faithful
forerunnerv'of_our selective service

"law, morals or
universal obliga-
service when it is
safety of a people.
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These be four dollar words but I
nnagme somethmg hke thls hap—*




