ol s
L—/8-92. o Ve
W\
W/?%”53.
RAMO- (95 Mi,g,}.ﬁﬁ&eefaéa¢z7u' ;
@wfm@e@%,w/

/77 '»""’.‘f/, ;

S 57 ‘!M .v.-,&,,, . @%%E 3 Mﬂ,«”
Z%m @, M'W NTE 50l M%,~/9é/—65
%W%/W ;

- /4-40/“@@&%.“@%5%%@%?
' %&@%C@W Phd > L

D ; Qéy—,z?eeaz?xz. @ T
W%M—@ﬂm /L.
i /745"‘%/(}/47%4%%.

D c2LR2 e

Clrp B0l appAod s’V 94}‘&7@&4,«‘ o s dea
WWW&-W?’M\
St SeHAAR . S e 2.




P

Aoy _Zo it




Interview with Mr. Ernest LaCosse, November 20, 1988.

Mr. Lacosse was eighteen years old when he started working

at the Imperial MIne. The restriction of employment stated
an employee must be twenty-one years of age. The daytime
watchman knew Mr. LaCosse was not twenty-one but did not tell
on him.

Mr. LaCosse and his wife lived in Michigemme, so Mr. TLaCosse

was one of many miners who walked the path from Michigamme to

the mine. He remembers the weather sometimes being twenty degrees
below zero, making conditions very uncomfortable while walking

to work. He never worked underground instead he worked on the

ore cars, loading and unloading them.

He participated in the savings program Ford offered. Every
paycheck, five per cent of his wages was held and saved for
liim. He believes many other employees also took advantage of
this program. When the mine closed, everyone received their
money .

Mr. Ford drove a "Ford" automobile as did nearly all of the
miners. A few miners "bucked the system" but not many. No

one wanted to jeopardize the good paying jobs they had for want
of a different model car.

He rcmembers shopping at the company store in Pequaming but
not often because all of the food was sold in bulk.

Mr. Lacosse recalled that anyone needing doctoring went to
Dr. Isaiah Sicotte who practiced in Michigamme. If there was
a more serious injury or illness the miners went the the Ford
Hospital in Iron Mountain.

When the mine closed , must of_ the people just packed their bags
and left to look for work. Some men got jobs in the area lumber
company, but not many.

Interview with Mrs. Margaret Luke, November 1, 1988.

Mrs. Luke's grandmother was Ida Solom. She bought the land and
houses of Fmperial Heights from her brother-in-law, Lane J.

Horrigan and his partner Chester Carkeek, for a reasonable

price. She was aware of their idea of moving some houses to
Marguette and it's failure because the houses were too large

for the viducts on the highway. She rented the homes for many

years but gradually sold them one by one to private individuals.

In all she sold twenty-five homes. Many of the portables had already
been moved during the early thirties to nearby lakes to be used

as. .cottages.

Interview with Mrs. Viola Taisto, Spurr Township Clerk, October
2521988,

Mrs. Taisto stated that there are fourteen families presently living

in Imperial Heights. They are mostly two person families, who are
retired and living on a fixed income. Only three families work for
a wage.
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Oral Intery

Person being interviewed: Russell Magnaghi, Co-Chair of the MI
Sesquicentennial in the Marqueii: ¢
Interviewer: Doreen L. Kramer, NMU student, HS 211

opic: Marquette’s Par the Michigan
Sesquicentennial and the di with the people

C
of the Michigan Sesquicentennia

il What rour position in Marquette’s Sesquicentennial and
what your responsiblities? Who were some of the other

people that you worked with in this area?

L]

[AS)

i What activities did you help organiz

B Were the residents of Marquette interested and active in the
events? What activities did they seem t 1joy t

1. What i did the idinteraction. between 'vou 'and ' the Miehigan
Department of St ate involve?

T Did, any problems occur between (you and 'the people of
Lansing?
b If any, what were the problems?

i Do you think oblems arose because of the distance from
Marquette to Lans ; g or. the |l fact  'that | Langing | is dealing
ujhh the Upper Pennisula?

8. What were some of the problems of the Sesquicentennial Ball
and the Magna Carta?

2 [ Overall, was the Sesquicennial a success in Marquette?




11-11-88 Oral Interview
Person being interviewed: Philip A. Seitz, Director of Marquette
County Cooperative Extension Service
srviewer: Doreen L. Kramer, NMU student, HS 211
Marquette’s Participation in the Michigan

sentennial and the difficulties dealing with the people
Michigan Sesquicentennial Commission.

What was your position in Marquette’s Sesquicentennial and
what were your responsiblities? Who were some of the other
people that you worked with in this area?

What activities did you help organize?

Were the residents of Marquette interested and active in th
events? What activities did they seem to enjoy most?

What did the interaction between you and the Michigan
Department of State involve?

Did Bany problems occur ' between you
Lansing?

If any, what were the problems?

Do you think problems arose because of the
Marquette to Lansing or the fact that Lansing
with the Upper Pennisula?

What were ) = problems of the Sesquicentennial Ball
and the Magna

o

Overall, was the Sesquicennial a success in Marquette?
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programs. So well did the city scem to
be handling its problems that Congress
of Racial Equality Director Floyd Mc-
Kissick excluded Detroit last winter
when he drew up a list of twelve cities
where racial trouble was likely to flare.

Anywhere. McKissick's list has
proved to be woefully incompicte. So
far this summer, some 70 citics—40 in
the past week alone—have been hit. In
the summer of 1967, “it” can happen
anywhere, and sometimes seems to be
happening everywhere. Detroit's out-
break was followed by a spate of erup-
tions in neighboring Michigan cities—
Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo, Flint,
Muskegon, West Michigan City and
Pontiac, where a state assemblyman,
protecting the local grocery that he had
owned for years, shot 'a 17-year-old
Negro looter to death. White and Ne-
gro vandals burned and looted in L.ouis-
ville. Philadelphia’s Mayor James Tate
declared a state of limited emergency
as rock-throwing Negro teen-agers pelt-
ed police prowl cars. A dozen youths
looted a downtown Miami pawnshop
and ran off with 20 rifles, leaving other
merchandise untouched. Some 200 Ne-
groes in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., smashed
downtown storc windows. In Arizona,
1,500 National Guard members were
alerted when sniper fire and rock throw-
ing broke out in Phoenix.

In New York's East Harlem, Puerto
Ricans broke windows, looted and
sniped from rooftops for three nights
after a policeman fatally shot a man
who had pulled a knitc on him. At one
point, the youths who led the rioting
drew a chalk line across Third Avenue
and tauntingly wrote: “Puerto Rican ter-
ritory. Don't cross, flatfoot.”

Ironically, New York—Ilike Detroit
—has launched a major summer enter-

tainment program designed to cool the
ghettos by keeping the kids off the
streets. “We have done everything in
this city to make sure we have a stable
summer,” said Mayor John Lindsay.
But after one of those “stabilizing”
cvents, a Central Park rock-'n'-roll con-
cert featuring Smokey Robinson and
the Miracles, a boisterous band of soms
150 Negroes wandered down toward
midtown Manhattan, heaved trash bas-
kets through the windows of three Fifth
Avenue clothing stores and helped
themselves. The looters’ favorite was a
$56 Austrian alpaca sweater, which is
a status symbol in Harlem. Among the
23 whom police were able to catch:
four Harlem summer antipoverty work-
ers who earn up to $90 a weck from
the city.

Black & White. All of these were
tame enough alongside Detroit. The vio-
lence there last week was not a race
riot in the pattern of the day-long 1943
battle between Negroes and whites that
left 34 known dead. Last weck poor
whites in one section along Grand Riv-
er Avenue joined teams of young Ne-
groes in some integrated looting. When
the rioters began stoning and sniping
at firemen trying to fight the flames,
many Negro residents armed themselves
with rifles and deployed to protect the

firemen. “They say they need protec-

tion,” said one such Negro, “and we're
damned well going to give it to them.”
Negro looters screamed at a well-dressed
Negro psychiatrist: “We're going to get
you rich niggers next.”

Detroit has no single massive ghetto.
Its Negroes, lower, middle and upper in-
come, are scattered all over the city,
close to or mixed in with white res-
idents. But unemployment is high
among Negroes (6% to 8% v. the over-

i

all national level of 4%) and I
is often abominable. It is partic
ramshackle, crowded and exp
around the scabrous environs of 7|
Street, once part of a prosperou:
ish section.

"They Won't Shoot." When th:
bic began outside Twelfth Street
pig. the 10th precinct at tha
hour could muster only 45 me:
troit police regard the dawn ho
Sunday, when the action is hea-
many slums, as a “light period.
precinct captain rushed cor
squads to seal off the neighborhq
16 square blocks. Police Commi
Ray Girardin decided, because
previous success with the method
struct his men to avoid usin;
guns against the looters. That ma
been a mistake.

As police gave ground, the n
of looters grew. “They won't
an eleven-year-old Negro boy sai.
ly, as a pack of looters fled
approach of a busload of poiice
mayor said they aren’t supposed .

At 6:30 a.m., the first fire wa
shoe store. When fire engines sc
to the scene, rocks flew. One fi;
caught squarely in the jaw, was k:
from a truck to the gutter. Mc.
more rioters werc drawn to the
by the sound of the sirens and
of summer excitement.

“The noise of destruction add:
satisfaction,” Elias Canetti n¢
Crowds and Power. “The bang
windows and smashing of giass -
robust sounds of fresh life, the .
something newborn.” In Detroi
proved to be—with the rattling o
fire—the sounds of death. Thre
the Detroit riot there was—as in
ark—a spectacularly perverse n
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INTERVIWER'S NOTES AND WORD
LIST

Instructions to the interviewer:

To assist the transcriptionist, please identify:

l- Passages which may be difficult to understand because
of outside noise, other people in the room, problems
with the tape recorder, etc.

2- Passages which are confidential and therefore should
not be typed.

3- Passages which need to be treated in a special way.

4- List words or phrases which might be difficult to
understand, all proper names, and unfamiliar terms.
If there is more than one tape, note where the second
and succeeding ones begine.

Tape 1 Henry Olson Interview - Detroit Radts 1976- taken on A4-5-81

CAMP GRAYLING
Mackinaw Bridge
182 nd Artillery
Light Guard Armory
' Mile Road

Iron Mounzfin
Captain Tim Elmer
Kingsford

12th Street
50ncaliber

Captein Barr




Interview with Mr. Jesse Perry, October 30, 1988.

"My dad worked at the Blueberry Mine for several years after
the Imperial Mine was closed. Later he worked in the woods as
a "jobber" in the lumber industry.

Mr. Perry worked for the Anderson Logging Co. which had
relocated near Imperial Heights, initially they logged for
the Ford Motor Co. and later for the mines in the Ishpeming
area. During World War II, Mr. Perry and anyone working for
the company were offered deferments because of the demand for
lumber. Mr. Perry declined and joined the service.

Mr. Perry remembers the closing of the Imperial and the shaft
being dismantled, but the other buildings were left as they
were. ''he Heideman Lumber Co. later used these buildings

and renevated them while operating their business. As a means
of disposing of the sawdust from the mill, they blew it into
the mine.

While the mine was in operation, electricity generated for the
mine was also used for the homes in Imperial Heights. This
current was DC, and you could not use appliances with it.

It was later changed to AC current when Ford built the
generating plant.

Michigamme High School played all their home games at the

Imperial Heights School since they did not have a gym. Later,
in 1938, the community building was built. Mr. Perry,a freshman
that year, carried a sign, at the first game in the new gym,

"No more splinters!" The Imperial School had a soft wood

floor and the basketball players often got splinters from it.

He remembers his teachers at the Imperial School, Mrs.
Alexander and Mrs. Deidrich planning elaborate Christmas
Pageants. They would rehearse for months ahead of time and
everyone knew their parts quite well.

The school was opened seven days a week, it was used
extensively by the community. There were many events organized
by the National Youth Organization. He even recalls women
making mattresses over there.

He remembers his Uncle, Honus Krisch, as being a conservationist
long before it became a modern day concern. His father,Martin
Perry when he was young would often go hunting and fishing with
Honus. Once while fishing Martin caught the biggest fish in his
life, but had to throw it back into the lake because Honus asked
him to. They were to far in the woods and the fish would have
spoiled before they could return home.




Cliff Egrrian's Description of a Jackfs Life,

We made $45.00 a month, then I went up to 90.00 a month,
That was a little better job. I stayed at $90,00 a month for
years, I got $125.00 when I started running the crane, I
was still living in the camp then. They didn't take out any
money then for taxes, ‘ j ; :

We didn't have much left by the time we bought our clothes,
Of course clothes were cheap then, We got big heavy sets of
wool underwear for $5.00, Soo Wool pants were $5.00, boots
with leather tops and rubber bottoms were $5.00 and you had
your old Soo Wool jacket, You could stand out in the rain all
day and never get wet. We wore leather mitts and liners and
sometimes you wore those Soo Wool mitts., We used to handle
cord wood and our hands would get soaking wet and never get
cold,! They were made out of genuine pure wool, There was
red plaid, blue plaid and the good old gray ones like the
regular old Soo Wool,

We had a Protestant Cross, a pole with a hook on it with
boards nailed on it with nails sticking out of the bottom board,
We hung our clothes on there and our mitts and socks on the
nails, We'd hang the cross on a rafter over by the stove and
the heat would go up and your clothes would be dry in the
morning., Stink! Those old underwear and socks!

There was a wash woman in camp., You paid 25¢ a week for
washing., That included a suit of underwear, shirt and socks.
That was cheap for washing those old heavy underwear., Every-
body wore 50 or 100% wool you know, They got washed once a
week, If some of the Jacks had to wash them, they'd never
get washed, I'm telling you, some of them guy's pants would
stand up alone,

Lice and bedbugs were so thick we'd read our underwear
every night. Read our underwear we'd call it, Take down
our underwear and start picking off lice, There was a pot
bellied stove with a flat top on it, We'd throw the lice
on there and fry them. Bed bugs! Oh! Everybody had'm,

The whole camp had'm, They'd live in your clothes the year
around, If you didn't wash and boil your So00 Wool pants in
the spring, you'd put them away and in the fall you still
had the lice. They breed right in that wool, Put hot water
just down the seams and you can kill a lot of'm, Bedbugs,
my God, I'd sweep them up by the dustpans full,""That's what
they call a Lumberjack's Life,

The camps were clean, They were scrubbed every week,

They had all nice hardwood floors, just as clean, and clean
sheets once a week, That didn't stop the bugs and the lice,

Tt was the beds., They put new mattresses in every once in a
while but that didn't stop the bugs, They were in wallse
Christ! in another two or three days it was loaded again,

The buildings were made out of Hemlock and bedbugs like Hemlock,

1. One old Jack told me that when it was really cold, they'd
put their mitts in"the horse trough, get them wet, wring them.
out and put them on their hands., Ice would form on the outside
which insulated the mitt and kept the hand very warm all day.
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Jackie Erickson i
Tolio. WESHNAN [ NfEricnee |

Regarding the'incorporation of the Swedish and Finnish
churches in Newberry, there is nothing on record at the

County Clerk's office. The Deputy Clerk even checked the
archives for me. What information I do have is taken from
History of Luce County, Volumes I and II, compiled by Minnie
Ida Mattson.
1890 - March 1, The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran
Bethlehem Church of this village was formally organized
on Monday a.m., services being conducted by Rev. J. Haikka
of Republic. The articles of incorporation were undersigned
a copy of which was filed with county clerk. Messrs. J.F.
Erickson, Isaac Hakola, John Beckman were elected trustees;
Mr. John Pakka, secretary.

Volume I - page 92

1898 - August 12, Swedish Lutheran Church dedicated on
August 11.
August 12 - Swedish Lutheran Church
10:30 a.m. - High Mass - Rev. F. Borg, Ishpeming
3:00 p.m. - Dedication Service (Swedish), Rev. H.
Collander of Norway, Michigan.
Sermon (English), Rev. F. Johnson of
Marquette
Dedication - Rev., H. C. Collander
Address - Rev. W. L. Hayes
Remarks - A, A, Jacobson

Volume I - page 100

Also, as far as I can find out by talking with the Senior
Citizens at some of the Centers, there were no societies of
Finnish or Swedish people in Newberry... and are none now. The
only ones are the church groups, such as; Lutheran Brotherhood,
Lutheran Church Women, and Luther League.




ADDITIONAL NOTES FOR THE REPORT ON JULIA WESTMAN TAPE

Jackie Erickson

Miss Westman's parents were Adolph and Johanna Westman
Her father came from Nora (pronounced Nu-ha-ra) in Vastmanland
Her mother came from Torsby in Varmland.

A lot of people who settled in Newberry and went to the

Swedish Lutheran Church and lived in close proximity in Sweden

and had attended the same church in Sweden. Miss Westman
said that a lot of the early immigrants came from Varmland
and that there were a lot of people in the Marquette - Skanee
area also from Varmland. I have no way of checking this at
this time.
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