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I n tar v iew with Olive Fox at h~~ bo~e 2/7Z 

J.~i ss :!'ox chose not to havtt t1:1e int.a~vi~w r~cord~t!, ':"Jt :;~e :lidn ' t r ... ind 

notes . Cora Barris ' :::1 fru..:,._J r;_oved re-re ~roe ..:shpe.2.:ins :.1fte:- .3:ie ·.;;j,s 

already on the staff' of ::urthern, r:e-:::- :::· th•::r s":.a/ea on :is JF-u::;tor tt1't0r 

was anyt:1ln:; sha coi.;lc learn <iln sc:::ioo.:. t:Jtlt · .. 01....lJ :1~e :::.::- a ~atte:- one , 

'.'21.G Jth, 

t rained teach€)r9 a y,Jar i:i the oou.:it-, 2·Jorr~sl ~.'s was -,rlp'. ,:. la z..t :_ua:.-:aso:i. 
I cal.'.ie ba~:.<. • in 2o for ":"."J 3.A-. 

and tausht 4- 5- o there . 

:.:uns:on called n,e ln anJ. of farraa the Znd grade tr1..J..:1.ln3 sc::c,J l :,os.l. -:,.lc.:i . 

I told hl m I wanted to do u.ore gradt.ate ','io.r:-:. bcfcre l did oritic t<:3~,c:.lnc , 

and !le encour&ged .r:.e to start t~e second sur:.::i1e::- .• sess. ion at Chicasc 

t he followin3 1.:onaay. ..hen I w~nt to see him ~o confi~:.1 ,:1y decision to 

t ake the job , he talked tor a i'ev r.inuted then just sat t,1.er8- -!1e seer ed 

t o g i ve bin.:ae.Lf und t~1e person he \1:.1s with t1.De to tc.ink ~bout thi!'lf,;S . 

I asked hlm if l should sign tt uontr&ct or anythlng and he 3~id, "~u, ~c 

don't ha\le contr acts • • . • 1~akes it easier to get :-id of them that WtJ.Y . " 

I had hope to finish at Chi cago , but when en as.;:l~tanship at u c~ : icl1 . 

opened in 1g31 , 1:uno,Jon sav. tlle.t I got J.t em! i f'inis.hec. ,.... ~r • ., 
"-·•·J .l .. . . - • the.re in 32 

Our students did a ll their pr actice teachi ng in the training school- - there 

wer e ~any too no.ny of t hem. Sometimes we had 15 students a d :-y--th.eee V 

each hour . Each one would t aJ,-e the class for 20 minuted to contnue a ----pro j ect c t uni t she ' d developed . Ea~h had to have a lesson plan approved 

for every day she t9.ught . ',1e tried t o pr otect our pupi ls , to make the 

student tea chers a help , not a d i str action . And we ,.ve re conoe:rn ed that 
---.. 

the s tudents get par a cti cal experience-- each one had to s t art a picture 

file she could use whe n she got out on her own . 
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The swr.mer of 1919 the legislature annol~oeu t~3t 03c~~s~ 0t the 

teacher shortage anyom.B 'the ~Qlll.{iletehoe.lsi.x we 1<:B course at a st.3.ta .. ;or::.al 

would bo certified to teach. ~u1 sorts of poeple cu.~e here that su.~..r;:er . 

I waz presida::t- elect of th~ Ztud~nr, _;irls ... eague, .•.i ss ""'wa:1:1~ wa::i t::ia 

advisor, ~t she ' d gone out to ter cottegae at ~.lJ.dle Island tb.at wa ,::,kend 

and my two sisters and l stated meetinc t::-alns at 5 : 30 a . ~ • "e .:rnd :i :.ist 

of people v.ith rocrJs to rent, but tnose •, er fl.!..!.~.:i e;:.• .. tl:, L1 t:rn ~=':1 :::.nd 

e9.cb train t ~~at a:'ri ved had another crown of ~tuJ-=!'! i;s on i. :. • , e ·dal~ad 

the streets with the girls all that :ong hot duy, us~!n~ JOS?ld w~o'd 

taken one on two students if they'd be will.in:.3 t0 f:8': •1.:1.r)'fjh<:>~· roon ::-e..1dy 

for a :)OUple nore. ·,;e endeJ u9 just ringing doorbeL.s ::\nd !ls:-:ing :~oL ae­

ho.:..ders if t:iey• d help ua out . ~ good r-an:r tooi< in stud~:iis thctt sw--::rJ.Gr 

who never expected to? _:_A~g~.:.o::_:o:_::d:__m~a.!.!n-..1., __,.,..__.......,"'.._.,.7--=-r.....,,s'--.!s::.:.:'.:.::·c::.:1-:.:l:.:~:..,, _n:.:. :..~.:...V..::8.:~_:::1:.:9.:..:v:..:e::..__:e:.v.:..e=n 

tried to come to school, I was glad I didn' 't have t0 hir J 3..1y of t:i.e.t:1. 

On Tuesco.y .?rasi d~nt l.(aye called me into the 01' l'ice , .'.i ss .;;Wann ·,Jas 

with hi:m, and the:r thanked me and the SGL for the effo:-t we ' d h~d to 

put in to see that eve~y student had a place to slee~. 

Relations between the teachers in the Ed. dearter::nt a~ t..1e ~rornal a:1d 

the critic teachers were very cordial . ·;·.e knew ,,-,i~fit the:1 wero aoinf; in 

t heir classes and we arranged den.onstrations of t,o;ics e.nd _projecrJs 

t hey v:anted illustrfite. Our students alil:ared our poim .. of view coo, on 

t he whole . Once in a ,~hile there'd be a laxy one ·H:~o '.!id.r: ' t •;,:::.nt t,:. de 

t he work and tried to get away with less thar: was a .• pe.}ted cf !:;.er, but on 
~ 

the whole, they were a n earnest and hard wo .. kinJ bunch . ::at r;:a..7.y o-:: t'1e 

students wer coming bt3.ck--tr.ey were mostly youn~. 'Ihe older ones 

had usuually had t heir rrac1 lee t "'acl,in~-- they were • 'i:d:::' cot:.:r-3e in t~ 

Normal . ',';hen you did a demonstrat~cn--:!.n uevel :):,i~:: cls.s __ ... oom drarlatics , 

f or exanple, the audience had a backgr ound in vJhat you wer e tryin3 to do, 
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'T'he f'3.culty of the training school was a t ·e 9£ _f f:-j_e!lds wo:-1cin: to-

1 4 t . b t d . d • .... " ~-"" °'". , ..., '-" "" i ,, ... you cou "4 sug.:;e:J c.1c.nt:;;e s , u we l. n 11 02..r:e ~ia.r::·. ..;_ ~·--- .,. -•• . ..., , 

Durin~ tl1~ :~!_):'•.: ..... .:.on , ztu~o:::t ' s ~,_;_t,1 ?-.,-1.. ' s ":)e.;;':'.:1. t,~ c -·.=---e ')•c;.o:-:: ~(· _-"'~ 

tea~llln:: ceri.:..f .!.c'J tee in hc_:)es of f i.:1.ct.:..n~ a job . ': .. ;.-:-,:, •,• h,) "l..:.~P..-'~'t; h1;1.t ~ 
jobs , i n D~trci~ , ;a:ticularly, lost t~e~, ar !~Jn' t get ;~ld for tie 

at 10,; reductJ.on. :n 1933 we had a 1--:l:,i cu-!:. . 

on t he stc.ff. Ee we.s expected to 2:et. r ld. c f !l scca 1-.ar.y peo;,lc . ...::ie.::. 

I told hlm ,. 
1J0t.....Ldn. 1 t ""; .• /., that kincl o.i.' a job ), t:- ad~..i tte , II: !r l n.d of' lilrn ,i_ J._._.___t,,::; ··- ... 

ho.cl a stern face 
to fi cht • . , Re ~s;-s.:rl!nc ~%~JLV.JalD_, bt.t ti1are i, 9.S o.!'t e;.--. a twL~kle ~cl:ind it . 

i:hen Miss Bntes left , I thought I • d llke to tr;· teachinc kln<iecgartec, ~./­

so I asked Presic.ent Fearce for the op,ortun.:.t.y . ::c said , "I ~!10\/ ycu co::1. 

"None at all, :~r. ?earce . :;-:ever :r::li.r.d.", I sc:.ld. 2-s l left . r:.c d.iys le..t .. H 

he told me the job was mine lf I still wanted it. I 3ta7ed t~ere till 
1943 
ti~st when 5upertendant ,,hitrnan asi<ed if I'd joln the publi c sc:icol st3.ff 

a s elen:entary supervisor to be sure there was so:..1e u:i.itormi ty i n what 1das 

taught in the different cit:; schools. 1 supe.rvi sac. .35 t eac:1ers- - thera ·uere 

7 5 by the time I retired in • 
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resident Kaye 'v\ar.tsd the girls to act lik.a l~cli.es . ,:c 1 d ~om.e ou"t 1.n 
6' 

che hall if voices we!'e too loud and ~e Jin' v li~= t ,, sac J.l.rls nt!nfing 

over the Kaye Hall balcony raili!lgs . ,,o did it any.·rny , .i. t. v,as t:1e Jest 

way to ke"'3p in t ou0 .1 wi t~1 Vihat was ~oin0 on . 

to do wall. I usad ta visit in their sc~ools durin: sprin! vadation to 

well- treined th~n _d. .::;ct uo,,,n St.J.7'3 • 

was exciting to get .;1 . 000 . Ironwood paid that in 1926. 'J·H.'i:on ':!.nd 

Wakefi eld ,.,,,er' of:'cring 1 ,100 in ~o::,e of uper~din ; ti'.c.i..c schccls . { Ten 

Jf us went t0 Iro~wocd in 1920 . ) 

Whe~ I ca~e to ~orthern in 1925 , ? resident _u~sc~ offer=el me 2 , 300--

later he called. ...... ,., ........ .., iri tc say tho-r; w~a a little ::ic:re r:-.onc:r availa::>le and 

'If.:'J sal3.ry would be set a~ i2, 400 . :-!e Jot..ld. b-e v~ !·y en.coura~:in~ . trne n 

he saw a class progr3::: in the training school , he ,,;rote the teacher and 

staddnts a letter afterwards sayinz how much hie hac. rmjoyed it. 

Dell'i McCallum' s dor:1estio science firls were a close- k..~i t ~r ou::, . She 

i nsisted 0n proper behavios--the:r alv,ays had to v19.e:It l1at s :.1nr.. sl.::>ves 

down town and each class r.1ade its own uniforms . 

Dori s r::lng wan rr:.y younGer sister's CB:llpfire le3.der--v,e did a lot of that 

sort of t:iing , anct s!ie always invited roe along on thier outings, e,;en 

thoueh ~ \,as old.dr than n!o3t of the girls . She red~ quit~ a nane fo:-

1erself a s author af a series of Bpanlsh textbooks, they&re ~ublished 

under her married nerae, it's clpanish . 

(I n the baokgound , Diss Fox's s isters were tryine t o identify members of 

a f aculty group. One said , ''He's that man who used t o pull his wife around 
,..._.., o1 n 'l'J"r"\1, lrT"l r-, n Q"J"'\,... """""' ,.. " ' 
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