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lidss Fox chose not tc have the interview rscorded, tut che didn't nind
notes.Cora Harris's fanily moved here from Ishpexing after 3he wvias
already on the stall of lorthern, Her r'~ther stayed cn as janotor aflter
she went downsltate., Jhe was a good teacher, and sie din't thiank thers
was anything she could learn ap school that would make her & better one,
so she had to resign. She was 4 critlc teacher when 1 wes first here.
goet ny teachine esrtificate in 1321, taught in Ironwoed , 3th and 3Sth,

tra;ned teachers a year in the county Normal ans was prinei. la &b liuskegon
1 cseme back 1n 28 for my 3.A.

and taught 4-5-8 there.

During the sumner of 26 I pflanned to taxe a vasation, I'd deen 1ll.
Munson called me in and offerred the Znd grade training schcol positica.
I told him I wanted to do more graduate work before I did eritic teaching,

and ha encouraged me to start tne second surmer usess lon at Chicaszoe

the following honaaj. when I went to see him to confirm nmy decision %o

take the job, he talked for a few minuted then just sat thers--he seered
to give himdelf and the person he w2s with time to think z2beout things

I asked him If I should sign a contract or anything and he said, "Wu, we
don't have coatracts.... Makes it easier tc get rid of them that way."

I had hope to finish at Chicago, but when en assistanship at U ef iich.
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opened in 1931, Munson saw thet I got ;t and J Tinished ny Li,A. there in 32

Our students did all their practice teaching in the training school--thers

were many too many of them. Sometimed we had 15 students a d:y--theees v

each hour. Each one would take the class for 20 minuted to contnue a
_._""'-‘--‘-'__

project ot unit she'd developed. ZEach had to have a lesson plan approved

for every day she taught. e tried to protect our pupils, to make the

student teachers a halu, not a distraction. And we were concerned that

S —_—,

the students gat paractica¢ experience--each one had to start a plcture

file she could use when she got out on her own.
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The summer of 1919 the lagislature annoinced taat because of the
teacher shortage anyoim vhe rumpletencalsix we ks course at a stats Jormal
would be certified to teach. All sorts of poeple came here that summer,
I was president-slect of the Studant virls League, .~iss -“wannn was the
advisor, »2ut she'd gone out to her cottezae at liiddle Island that weokend

and my two sisters and I stated meeting trains at 5:20 a.n . «e nad a list

)

of pesople with rooms to rent, but those ver- filled early in the day and

{

each train that arrived had another crown of studsnts on it. e walksad
the strests with the girls all tanat long anot day, asking poenle who'd
taken one ot two students if they'd be willing to zet another roon ready
for a gsouple mors. iie ended up just ringing doorbells and asking house-
holders if they'd help us out. A good many took in studsats that sumper
ghould never have even

who never expected tol! A good many

tried to come to school, I was glad I didn't have to hire any of then.

L e e e e e
On Tuescay Fresldent Kaye called me into the of'fice, (fiss Swann was

with him, and they thanked me and the SGL for ths effort we'd had to

put in to see that every student had a place to slzep.

Relations between the teachers in the Ed. deartennt st tae ormal and
the critic teachers were very cordlal. %e knew what they were doing in

their classes and we arranged demonstrations of topics and projects

they wanted illustrate. Our students abBhared our point of view toco, on
the whole. Cnce in a while there'd “be a laxy one who 2idn't want to do

the work and tried to get away with less than was aupected of her, but on
&
the whole, they were an sarnest and hard wo:kinz bunch. ot many of the

students wer coming back--they were mostly younz. The older ones
had usumally had their practice teaching--they were ‘akxing course in th
Normal. When you did a demonstraticn--in developinz clas.room dramatics,

for example, the audience had a background in what you were trying to do,
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The faculty of the training school was a tr-ream .f friends workinz to-
s8ther, %e used curriculun guides that had been develoed by the staffl--
you could sugzest cihanges, but we didn't mare many. Jor ocne taing,
the objectives z2ad sudbject matter were reiated ic the bovks we had on
hand--the state was in no positiocn to dbuy a wholzs new gset of bouoks very
often. /e were careful with materials. e knew at the bHeglnnln;
Year how much we cculd have for the whole Jear, and we had to nuke 1t last,

During the dpresiion, student?™s witih 3a's besms=n to cone dack to eb

teachlng certiflcated 1n hopes of finding & Job. xany who already had Eﬁﬁ:f:

Jobs, 1n Detroit, particularly, lost them, ar didn't get zald for t
work they did...they were paid in serip. JSzlarias went down at Horhhsrn
In 1622 1 took off for a year to get my Ma, and wnhen I came vack, it wes
at 103 reduction. In 1933 we had a 14 cut,

That year jlunscn want doen to Tpsi. He told me a little about whatb

would be facing hinm there--there wers a good many husband-wlfe combinations
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on the steff. Fe was expected to get cf a gocd many people. Viaen
P & beof

I told him I wouldn't like that kind of a job he admitte, "I kind of like
had a stern face
to fight.” Fe wazrzxsieraxzam, but there was often a twinkle behind it.
when Mlss Bates left, I thought I*'d like to try teaching kindergartern, 2r¢ﬁé
So I asked President Fearce for the opportunity. He sald, "I kxnow you can
teach second grade, what guarantee do I have tizat you cen teach kindergarte
"None at all, lir. Pearce, Never mind.", I seid as I left. Twc days later
§S4E°ld me the Job was mine iIf I still wanted it. I stayed there till
iﬂﬁg vhen Supertendant Whitman asxed if I'd join the public schcol staff
as elementary supervisor to be surs therse was soume uniformity in what was
taught 1o the different clty schools. I supervised 33 teschers--there wers

75 by the time I rstired in .
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resident Kaye wanted the girls to act liks ladiss., GHe'd come out 1n
to see girls hengling p///

over the Xaye Hall balcony railings., we did it anyway, it was The Dest

iy

2
t¢he hall if volices weres toc loud anéd he 3in't 1lix

way to keep in touch with what was going on.
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We took care of out 3tud= Jobs and expected them L///
to do well. I used to visit in their schools during: spring vadation to

see how they wars g2ottlng cn. The Saginw supervisor was particularly

plcecased with Nortiern girls. 5She szld our students ware nore sorios and
well-trained than tha ones she co 14 get down state, ohe carme up early

in the sprinz and hired our 4.and 2 students, Students iiks to zo deown=-

state, on the whclo, the saleries were better. I can remeunser when it

>
was exciting to get 71,000, Ironwood paid that in 1928, Gwinn =2nd
Wakefield werr offering 1,100 in hope of upgrading their schools. (Ten

)£ us went to Iromwocd in 1920.)

When I came to Northern in 1926, President lucscn offerredi me £,300-~-
later he called me in tc say thers was a2 little ners money available and
my salary would be set at §2,400. [Te could be very eacouraging, When
he saw a class prograz 1in the trasining school, he wrote the teacher and
stadents a letter afterwards saying how much he had enjoved it.

Della McCallum's domestic solence girls were a close-~knit sroun. She
insisted on proper behavios--they always had to waep hats and sloves
down town and each class made its own uniforms.

Doris King was my younger sister's Campfire leader--we did a lot of that
sort of thing, and she always invited me along on thier cutings, even
though I was oldar than most of the girls. She made quite a name for
werself as author af a series of Spanish textbooks, theyire cublished
under her married name, it's Spanish.

(In the backgound, liiss Fox's sisters were trying to identify members of

a faculty group. One said, "Ha's that man who used tc pull his wife around
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