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Nov. 11, 2001 - The pressure is on to complete my ski jumper interviews. I went to Peter 

White Public Library and asked for any archive material they had on ski jumping. The 

librarian gave me 3 large folders of stuff to go through. About an hour and half later, I 

had copied some newspaper clippings with the names of Jack Bietala and Jim Lawson in 

relation to jumping. 

The folders were a great source of information. Prior to looking at them I had no idea 

about the impact jumping has had on the area I learned that the sport came over with the 

Norwegians and was called skee. By the time I finished, I knew all about the Bietala 

family and felt much more informed about jumping. 

The old photos in the archive folder gave me the idea to ask about clothes and 

equipment. The change in the style of jumping was evident in the photos and triggered 

another question. Also I remembered watching the ski jumping during the last (?) winter 

Olympics; especially the Japanese team and the discussion about the style they used. 

November 12, 2001- I contacted both Jim Lawson and Jack Bietala and both agreed to 

meet with me at the Ski Hall of Fame on Tuesday. 

Jim Lawson couldn't hear me and stated he had a hearing problem. I ended up 

wanted. He seemed a little flustered that the interview was actually taking place ·but 

agreed to meet with me at 1 Oam tomorrow. I will have to remember to speak directly to 

him if he is hard of hearing. 



Jack Hietala was also a bit flustered but it was because he was trying to get everything 

ready for two weeks at deer camp. He wanted to put off the interview until after the 

hunting season but I said the class would be over and it would be too late. I gave the 

option of choosing any time between now and November 15th even if it meant skipping a 

class or giving up a substitute teacher job. Lucky me. Jack choose Tuesday afternoon 

when I told him I was speaking with Jim Lawson in the morning. 

November 13, 2001- While setting up in the Ski Hall of Fame library, I met Ralph 

Bietala who had just finished his interview. Somewhere in the exchange the name 

"Hammerlegs" came up. I asked about it because I thought it was Mr. Lawson's. Ralph 

Hietala told me not to believe anything "Roxie" said. They were laughing the whole time 

and it was obvious to me that they had known each other for a long time. I had some time 

before Jack Hietala came and I used it to look at the photo albums in the library. Most of 

the pictures were in the Peter White folders and there were some I hadn't seen. The 

question about bindings came up when I noticed a type different from others I'd seen in 

the photos. 

November 20, 2001- I made an appointment with Dr. Magnaghi for three o'clock this 

afternoon to interview him in his office. 

December 4, 2001- I indexed all my interview tapes today. It was kind of fun to listen to 

these voices again and I now understand the power of these tape- recorded interviews. I 

found myself smiling in some places as I remembered what we talked about. The place 

were 'Roxie' Lawson mentions he might cry is particularly memorable because it is an 

example of how events in your life follow you through and have an impact. I think what 



amazes me the most is the friendships that started in the neighborhood hills of Ishpeming 

are still intact today. For many, friendships are transient because of our mobile society 

and this lifelong knowledge of one another is becoming more rare. 
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By CHABLES ~-i.IMN I that a 300-f<><?t lee.p on Suicide hill 
ANoclated Preis Staff Writer would be Impossible, but that under 

Ideal conditions a 275-foot jump 
might be made. The hill record Is 
250 feet, set last year by Negau­
nee's· 16-year-old WIibert Resmus­
sen. 

ISHPEMING, Feb. 27- (JP)- The 
dlffeNnce betwe-en skl jumping ln 
this country and In Norway or 
Swede tie 41mphuis the Amerl-

f.flS · on' distance of leaps 
th ' lorm, In the opinion ot 

of the Norwegian ski 
views are regarded as 

good 1ll1 e · nation as any why the 
natkJ'lun~ jllmping championship• at 
Su_i&de hill• h~. has been postponed 
the 11bt hve 'lobsecutlve days be-
cause of ~;f~g. winds. · 

The scaffold~_where the r;ders be­
gin their downward slide, and the 
takeoff, where they leave the "In­

run" and zoom into space for their 
jump, have both lieen heightened 
on Suicide hill this see.son in an 
attempt to get leaps of 280 to 300 
feet. 
U. S. Llkea "Power Jumpen" 

I The 300-foot mark never has been 
reached In. America, but has been 
surpassed OI) at least three non­
tournament slide, In Norway. The 
world's reeord 111 350.69 feet, set ln 
1938 by Joseph Bradl of Austria at 
Planlca, Jugo-Slavla. The best dis­
tance ever reached In Amer'lca was 
289 feet In 1942 by the late Torger 
Tokle at Iron Mountain. 

"Americans like to watch power 
jumpers get big distances and they 
do not care so much for form," said 
Gustav Raaum, 21, the youngest 
member of the touring Norwegian 
squad. "That, primarlly, ls the 
grHttest diffe1~nce In skiing here 
and in Norway and Sweden. Our 
technique or style is basically the 
same. In Norway tournamente' we 
cannot compete on hills unless they 

.el!.t certain measurement r~qui re­
h hold the Jumps under 
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nr•

1

3'!5'· LHlllt \ :,y,~ ~-.An '- · •!11,tiiilni ~ J!'li. 
weather . . parti~r'bi ~ Jill" 
tional ski jumping toilrney ~~ 

During wind-testing · trial runs 
yeeterday, 22-year-old Odd Har­
shelm ot the Norwegian team took 
a . bad spill~~- . \S\li"~t'ed & fracture(i 
bone In hit, l · t, -~J-.,,. phy~ 
clan said !le · _ 1 

• y ~~ t>. out' 
of action Jb, ain<fttri bill.he sea-
son. , "'-~~ '."1,..- t · !. 

I · i' - ,. ~ , 1uo~t-.v'e "Know-:Ys:• • 1 ; •t t~ I f !j,.-.g::,:.~. . S ."' ~ ungs\~ . ' ( 1.,t~'l'!\e, :writer .stopl)elJ . .a . Salisbury .' "J: . • , .. ~ ,\ • -.. ,,._ ·J M:ri to wat~« . _OEen lads on . -·- Th ~,., _. .. ~ "-" '· 1.t • .,,.,""'oo1.~:,ij_ Ol·e e . ' ;.-.. ,· . ,on their skis' -~!@It-, 'fl!q, ,m ' 
, . 1 • . • ,..r , how-. to pack-the .. hll'I .b¥ • I ' 1J. · • . .,.,, 1 It, pounding the edc• of. their · _ · 1r----~-~ - ~~~ ~-~ --1' into new" snow apread on the rand-~~o~ponde~t for Ji represent ot er c u s. n a ew Ing slope. They knew how· to re-M":t (tlM Tl riders, better than some of the en- store the take-off and argued a bit 
ISHPEMING-Thia little north- tr.lee, returned from ,war service about the amount of rise It should ern Michigan mining clty la the , too late to qup.lify. . . • ·· , liltve. Then they stuck a twig at · closeat thing to Norway, in the pro- This repreaenyit1°!1 ·-..y.as not due I either side . of the take-off 10 It ductlon of young ski jumpers, that ' to Ute fact that ·,tbe ,· tournament 1 would be clearly visible from above, exlsta on Nil■ alde of the Atlantic 

1 
wes held here, for a jumper had to and up the hill they . we11t to line oceen and the n1asons may be ·seen I quellfy for the national by placing \ up tor thelr l\J~~I g. They along any road- s·kl ti.•aclu down a , among the first 10 ,n a tournRment knew ·1onn,~·, ~ · , , ~ small slope to little mounds of snow I on a hlll re.ted good for 150 foot \other tll· •,ean iia" ' ~ "aot' where youngsters have made t·htJr jum-ps. to jackknlf,.• · • ,,. : .· ·, own ,tumpinr slides to the size they Lad Jumped 250 Feet . ___ _,__ . , :: :,.~-ti.w,.r:"' '."' desire The latest outstanding product 

, . · · · · • of the backyard "k'd" hills is Wil-. 'Ill>~~ing la a cluster of , Sid bert Rasm·ussen of nee.r-by Ne-
~ :) !~th1ns- Natlonal, Cleve~ geunee . . . Jshpeming ,ru~s annual 

ii~~•. Greenwood, Bai:- iou~t• for bor- too young to 
1 

·uourg and many others. ~ Cless c. A boy has to be 
, ... -,. , _,~ mine houses ■prang 18,-w -~ tea11tered ·as...-"{;l""!l1'llPer. . µp ~ ~ th411gh the1e have run - , ,.,~ · - ·· __ .. 
together ln'to'one city, many houses Some ys_.~e · •. ., .·· 
have no other address - than Salis- ilorY~idla lik1 
bury location or National Mine Jq- • ~ -~t/t N'egaud-et 
cation, etc. Every one of these lo- ·~ ·' ~-" They 
cetlons has a half dozen improvised )If\)- and did. 
ski jumps on natural hills, with here 1 

; He 
and there a amen scaffold to take ~ri~M and advantage of a good lending s1'Jpe ·1sh-
which _le.ck_! an upper hill. After f;' ll!r k,DW'na-
·school an<l week endB'"'!fi!e young- ;..siiU,,i! first ·:sters swarm on"thtl!Je l-hUls. sin~ th, hlll was enlarged-he 

That's the' way rt 11\:tti.,..No ~ped•250 feet for a new hill rec-· 
John Ellert.son of East Stari'w ord, and none of his elders was able •· 
Wash., a Clas~ A jumi,\r · dn the to equel it. . 
national meet, remarked about It. . Joe Per_rault,. · generally recog-
No Wonder They're Good nl,z~ as Ishpemlng's most promls-

"My goondfather used to tell · Ing jumper and respected by the 
about the jumping knolls .along the visiting Norwegian skiers as their 
slope between h 1 s home and most d4n~rous competitor in the 
school," he said. "Going home national tournament, conducts a I • from school, the boy's would ski up class once a week on his own in-
the slope to jump off a knoll, ski ltlatlve. Kids are hero worshipers 
along the sidehill to get above the and up here the topnotch ski jump-
next, and so on. There were nine era are the heroes, so Perrault ls a 
of them between his· house and the big attraction. He has rl5 to 40 
sohool. A kid who made thole nlne youngsters on hand for his classes 
jumps every d6y off nine hills was at the winter sports area just. out-
bound to be a good jumper." side of town, which has tllle -;~al 

The avid Interest of youngsters ' lake jump, good for 60 feet, MnUtte 
Is responsible for the fact that Baby la,ke jump, good .,f<lr .~ut 
Ishpemin.g, cradle of the United 150.· _ . f;w ; 1 nt"-'~• 
States Ski association ln 1904, Is By ~ time the .,\lpM,~~·--- .\ 
the mo,t .prollflc produ.ce·r· o.• •• , · ··reegy _fof':~111J4etfhelr jumJ"!rS of &DY community in -qa · · ,. in4' ,, . ._!!~o'ili .,;.-t•1 
Alilitfca. The t,,b.kl club " . .. ,lR)m..flt\1-,~-~1 ·lleJldl -~~e. J'lde.n J,<f ' . meets w · -_"Jfu_!iin f•lglit

1 
or·-..re.t 

thaJ! ~ -Othl!lf ·t,ld&; · t'O\ln• up ,. . S9~:~ -<lf 30 feeti try. It~:18 entraJI: . , na- , ~ . ,_. . ,:,.~;.- . ketc'· ~ . • 
tlonal t~ment ti1- "' -- • 4 

m"'..,. ,.. ., .. .,..... ~·~ · ~ r, ♦ 'i o ,. 



flill Tops Class A Riders 
Stale Ski ·championships 

20-Foot I 
p~_~red 

·y Jlj~!!!~ s-s 
· ISHRl:MlNG ·- Under coodi­

whach would have f~ 
aaon· ol. a- meet on the old 

,..-llld riders made tlheir 1955 
petiilive-··debut on Sui.cide Hill 

undaJi· in the Mich,igan state .ski 
ionshdps. 

" Co:, Hi1i topped the Class "A" 
eld and Larey McTavisb, Duluth, 

k till) "B" honors. The two tied 
. "most graceful" h-Onors. 

A ~ DOr1h wind and a heavy 
· night_ mow fall made 

umplnc condi1.iiooB unpredictible, 
Id ~ crowd-down CONiderably 
~ _;xi eancdWi.on Off jwnpg 

ry 1- experienced riders. 
tu. J11m1111 IZO Pm-· 

· 'lbe questioo ·ot the revamped 
"s' -effect oo the record at Sui-

0remailned unanswered, but 
po.,sibllitiies were shown, 

Rawph Biet.ila took "10111 
' honors wi.11h a 22~foot 

p,. despi1-! advl!'l'lle conditiooe 
90me trouble an ttie takeoff. 

Ray Ga,utb.ier, lsb.pemine's Na-

WILBUR RASMUSSEN shown cleariq the ''oomp" before. land­
UI&" oa Snlcide Hill in -Yeaterda7'• state ■kl cb&mpiomhlp tonrm.mem. 
-(MJ.nhlc Journal plleto.) . , 

. Class "B" chaml)iioo, ~ 
_Packmeyer of. Ironwood foe den·t of Ute day, aa he lost pres­

nd place ill Class "A" and su..~ just after !!be takeoff and 
adae Bietila - a close second cartwheeled down the slope, nar-

M.cTavm in "B". Deen Polar>.ka rowly missinf more seriou.,· 1n-
Dulu1h was third ill Class "B" jury· ' 

a fourth M:iJrmesot:m. Dunoan Tne results, including distances 
cTavish, WIIB eilh,ih in "B." Dave on the two jumps, and total points, 
ukaviu and- Bob Carli of Iron- follow: 
ood pl.a<:ed- fif ,h ll!Il.d seventh in Claa A 

A. Clarence Hill •••. 217 203 146.3 
Will Rasmussen got off two of . Ray Gauthier . .. . 196 190 134.9 
e kmgest jumps of the day, but Don Packmeyer •. 185 198 134.3 

elf on a 218-foot secood, ettort, to Wil Rasmussen . . 216 218• 129.7 
place fourth. We a ring colored Ken Racine . . . ... 179 188 128,5 

~lasses, for the first tlime, Ra1ph Dave Mukavitz •. 173 190 126. 7 
'B:e.Jla misjudged his landing on Rudy Maki . ..••. 199 · 204* 120.8 
the .rirsit jump, fell, and did not Robert Ca·rli •••. 153 167 117,9 

~make a second round jump. The Rod Johnson ... , 169* 169 98.6 
,looge&t effort in Class "B" was Robert Anderson . 169 178* 97.9 
1Jackie Bi.etil:a's 205, wh.ich he du- Class B 
•phlca>ted· beautifully in , the "long Larry McTavish .. 189 202 144.5 
ist..nding" jump. Jac:k Bietila . . . . . 186 205 141.5 
'< Clem Packmeyer of Ironwood Dean Polanka .• . 179 191 130.2 
• suffered a broken shoulder and a Allan Chapman . . 184 167 129.3 
· cut on the head in the only acci- Clarence Rivers .. 164 166 119,5 / 

'New~ Suicide Hill T~t.~~; · 
' -!. . ~ ~ . 

. -Vast hnprovement' -Bietila 
h"!" 1-3-SS- . .· ..... . 

. ISHPEMING - R.alp!l ·aietila broke· traek ordhe •~w,.·hlll with 
et lshl)ellling, former Olympic ski a Jump , of 180 fttt. 
team member, described revamped 

Uicide Hill as "a vast improve- The lan<i-int wu in good shape 
t ~r the former hill to aid . for one of tti. earliest opening 
y~ jurnpers"-after he and dates .fur }umpinc··on Suicide Hill 
~ other!$ rode the hill for the, in many .;rear~. Ma.riy .ar~a :ride.rs 
first time, will be tryinc the hill tli.is 

I 
week 

While the ,iant hill is rough,- in preparatlon.fo.r..~e c:.oming meet. 
needs. a couple of daya work The · 1onge~t j~p ;ecorded on 

ore next weekend's Michigan 5wcide Hill 1!ne1t the · 1H8 re­
atate · chempion.shlp.s, Bietila leap- modeli.Dg -wu 2111 feet , posted by 
~ 210 teet. Wilbur Rasmussen Arne Hoel, a Norwegian·. 

~1 Lemin ...... 159 163• 97.4 
iton Porta.le .. . . . 166• 148 92.3 
Dunca;n McTavi.sh. 192• 192• 92. 

(Asterisk ibd.icat.es fall), 
lt IUden Win PrlRs 
. Hill and Latty McTavish. had 
'10.0 scores on form,,. 

.Fourteen rid«s shared in ,prizes 
donated by local merdb.-aots and 
awarded a.t a meeting helq after 
the meet at the Ski Hall• ot Fame. 
The five-man Duluth contingent, 
arui the two judges, Sam Davy and 
John Osterman of Ironwood, add­
ed their a•pproval of the hill re­
modeling job, when they spoke 
at the post-meet meeting. 

Funds from the meet will help 
send Ishpeming Ski Club riders to 
tournaments this winter, but, be­
cause of the relatively small 
crowd, other fund-raising events 
may be necessary. 

I 
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Bietila Saga Continues 

l'f<'l PAUL BIETILA 

ISHPEMING, Feb. i3 L One gards Paul as the finest skier 
ff the most thrilling chapters in ever produced in America. 
Ishpeming skiing annals was Paul's Greait Record 
written by a family known as Paul, the fourth son in the 
lhe "Flying Bietilas." family of seven ,died on Feb. %6, 

More hill records have been 193!), the victim of a skiing ac­
proken and tournaments won by cident. He was nearing his 218t 
lhis family than by any 0ther in birthday. He held nine individual 
A.merica's ski history. And the hill records and was unquestion­
)aga is by no means complete. The ably the best ski jumper in 
Sietilas are still very much in America at the time of his death. 
prominence on the American ski- He began competing when he was 
ng scene and likely will remain a mere child and by the time he 
!or many years to come. was 12, he had estabtfshed a boys' 
two Younpters Launch Careers world record at Suicide Hill. In 

Of the original six brothers - 1933, when he was 15, he broke 
.A.nslem, Leonard, Walter, Paul, his own record by jumping 196 
Roy and Ralph - three are still feet at Ishpeming. In 1935, he 
rompeting. They are Roy, Ralph stretched this to an amazing 208 
)nd Walter, who recently came feet. · 
Dut of retirement and will com- Paul attended the University of 
pete in tryouts for the 1952 Olym- Wisconsin. He represented Wis­
)>ic team. consin at the International Inter-

In addition, two youngsters - collegiate Ski Meet in Brattleboro, 
Leonard, son of Leonard, Sr., and Vt., in 1938, and won first place. 
Jackie, son of Anslem - are be- It was while making his final 
ginning theii" careers as ski jUII}p- jump at the Americaµ National 
ers. Ski Meet in St. Paul on Feb. 5, 
S&ranp Colookl- 1939, that Paul crashed int<> an 

By a "Strange coincidence, the iron restraining J>OSt at the edge 
Bietila family moved into a hol!le, of the runway. He stuggled vali 
vacated by the Halls, Ishpeming's antly for three weeks to recover 
other great skiing family, after from the accident, only to sue­
the Halls left here to . take up curnb on a Sunday 12 years ago. '. 
residence in Detroit. 

Some skiing experts rate Walter 
the greatest sider among the 
Bieti!as but Walter himself re-



ORY 
Al Vlncellette, also named 
911111d, won In ctaaa "O". '1 

s 7ear, won In "B", In the , 
! 
I 

r 1955 found him reaehlnr ' 
,r weather conditions. Jack j 

Erlckton "Junior A", and , 

i 
I 

11rnament went to the flnt , 
' style to Suicide Hill, Esko 
·ed •236-230. Severud &&'■in : 
Bruce Jarvinen edred Jon I 
TrJ' won In "B". 

1 countryman, the fabuloa1 
out assault on the Suicide 

, leaps of 251-245. W1111e 
11111' the Junior class, and, 
e veterans. 

1nuar:r In combination with 
Art Tokle, with Kotlarek, 
on 1-2-3-t In Cius "B". 

i, In March. with K&Jevl 
Kotlarek hittlnr ·· 250 feet 

* . headlines In 1960: t,el."116 
I.he Lake Superior Rerion 
,pie team. AIIO makinc a 
op the Junior -dlYision wu 
11 Moantaha. The top per­
Jon St. Andre who came 
ear In which an 11llpemfnr 
.rmple Squad.)., 

the apo'llrht hi , 1961 by 
1ons. Kotlarek finished a 

'Inland. and Pekka Tlrkko• 
1e-two and acstn- Kotluek 

unptq compcfflfon served 
Olnnplo hopcfu.la. 

iO·ODS· 
. .- .ISHPEMING I 

I 

Th·• Mliiliit Joum1I, M1rquette, Mich. ,9k4-

Members of the famous "Flylnr Bletilas,'" I of Iron Mountain, and Roy of lshpemlnc and 
pictured here with their mother, are (top, from (bottom) Anselm of llhpemtnr. ' 
left) Leonard and Ralph of l1hpemin1, Walter 

Ralph Last 
·Of Bietilas 
Still On Skis 

ISHPEMING K a 1 p h 
Bietila ot Ishpeming, the . last 
jumper in "America•, greatest 
•kl jumplnf family," will be a 
leadin1 contender in the Paul 
l3ietila Memorial tomorrow and 
the national -jumpin1 competi­
tion .Sunday. 

For almost four decades, 
"Ma" Bletila has , sent at least 
one· of the "Flying Bietilas" to 
every major ski jumping tour• 
n!_inent in America. 

Ralph, the last acting partl.cl­
pant of the "1'1yin1 Bletilas," 
now jumps in the veterans' 
·class -_nd 11 the defendin1. na-
tional champion. · 

Perhaps the greatest jumper 
of the six brothers was Paul, 
9.'.ho died u a result of a jump­
inf injury whkh occurred at 
St Paul,, Minn., In 1939. The an­
nual Paul Bletila Memorial ls 
conducted in his honor. 

The family tradition started 
with Anselm, the oldest brother, 
who lives in Isb.peming. Hls 
son, Dr. Jack Bietila, also a 
ski jumper for several years, Is 
president of the Ishpeming Ski 
Club, which ls hosting the na­
tional jumping championships 
and the 60th anniversary cele­
bration of the United State■ Ski 
Association this weekend. 

I The tradition of top.notch 
' Jumping was carried on !>y 

Leonard, who lives in Ish­
peming . . 

Walter, who now lives in Iron 
Mountain, ls the only jumper 
lshpeminf has ever sent to 
three Olympic games. He 
jumped on Olympic squad, in 
1936, 1948, and 1952. Actually, 
be was a ml!!IIlber of four 
Olympic teams, but the 19-40 
Olym.pic1 were cancelled be­
cause of World War II. 

Roy Bietila, another cham­
pionship jumper, also was a 

· member of the 1940 team. He 
lives in Ishpeming. 

Ralph also I~ 11.n Olympic 
jumper. He competed in the 
19'8 and 1952 Olympics . 



ISHPEMING SKI CLUB 
PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 

[s'npeming is the home of c,ne of the oldest ski dubs in Nort.h America. 
The Norden Ski Cluh wa.s formed here in January . 188'7. The club w:1s made 
up primarily of Norw~gians who brought their skiing t radition t.o t.he 

Ishpeming ar~a. 
The first ski jumping tournament was held February ~5. t888. Ole 

Sun<llie oi lshpeming won the first gold medal is::;ued in the United St.ates 
for ski jumping, with a jump of 35 feet. That medal is on dtspby in t.he 
National Ski Hall o( Fame in Ishpeming. 

On April 18, 1901, the present day Ishpeming Ski Club was formed. 
Carl Tellefsen, originally from 'ft·ondheim, Norway, wa.s named its first 
president. 1n ~hose early days "skiing" meant one thing: ski jumping. 
.Jumping hills were loc11ted t.hroughout the Ishpeming area . Hills with such 
names as "Superior," "Bra.sswire." "Rocky," and "Jackson Hill" were 
~enes oi jumping- tournaments before the present location of Suidde Hill 
was found in 1926. Credit. for discovering this location goos t.o Pete Hand· 
berg and Leonard Flaa, then active officers of the Ishpeming Ski Club. 

The first construction of this facility was completed in 1926. More 
recently, the hi.11 underwent a major renovation in 1972 with a new scaffold 
and take-off being built. Since that time work has continued on lhe parking 
fol area and other support facilities. 

The lshp(;ming Ski Cluh continued to produce national and intern rLlional 
class ski jumpers. Walt Bietila was on the 1936 Olympic team; Paul 
Perrault and Ralph Biel.ila jumped with the 1948 Olympic team; and Ish ­
peming was again represented on the 1952 team hy Ralph Oietila, \A/ilbert 
Rasmussen and Paul Perrault. Rudy Maki was on the 1%6 learn . Jon St. 
Andre was a member of the 1960 Olympic team and Jack Bletila was named 
an afternale th.1l _year. Jerry Goyen jumped wit.h the L%4 Olympic team. 

Thi~ yf:a.r, for the XHl Winter Olympic Games, Jim Gr.1hek w.1s a mem· 
ber of the U.S. Olympic team and jumped at L.1ke. Pla\·id. N.Y. Oi the 1:3 
Winter Olympic Games scheduled since 1926, Ishpeming Club rid{>rS have 

been in eight. oi . these events. 
Ishpeming has also been the home of nat.ional champions. Conrad Thomp· 

son tn 190•1, Ole Westgaard in 190.'5, Coy Hill in 1952, and Rudy Maki in 
1%5. [n Vet.ernns Class, Ralph Bietila took national honors in 196:3 and 
Coy Hill in l%4 and 1970. Don Hurst of Marquette w:.i:i Veterans N;,tional 

Champion in L9o9. l97L and 1973. 
Today, the ski club continues to field riders in all classes. The club also 

sponsors an active "Pee Wee'' and junior jumping program for youngsters. 
.Jumping hiUs for all of these classes are located in the Suicide Bowl area. 
These jumping hills and our snow conditions combine t.o make this one of 
the finest training and competitive facilities in the Uniled States. The ski 
dub conLinues lo recruit and enr.ourage young skiers to develop into 
serious jumping comp.el.ilors. 

CurrenLly under consideration are proposals to purchase additional 
jumping skis nnd equipment for junior skiers who snow incentive and 
wUling-ne5s to train . Additional "neighborhood" jumps are also being con­
si~ered to further encourage development of this sport. 

Cross-country skiing cont.mues to grow in the Ishpeming- area . Our 
trail system. both in the Suicide Bowl area and the Cleveland trail, have 
hr.en the silP-~ of U.S.S.A. sanctioned races , as well as a number of col­
legiaLe ra ~f:.".i - Like the jumptng fa<:i.lities, these traits and our snow 1;ondi • 
ti/ons make Ishpeming an outstanding Nordic training and cornpetilion 
area . The Ishpeming Ski Club has been represented in most Central Divi-

sion Cross-Coun trv ski races. 
With continued ·development and use of thes~ facilities, the lshpeming 

Ski Club looks forward to again producing National Class comp~titors in 

~ ord ic skiing. 
The sk.i club currently consists of over 150 members of all ages. Mem · 

~ership is not limited to residents of the Ishpeming area. Anyone inter­
•~sted in Nordic skiing is invited to join this record of success and contribute 

· ~o the growth and development c)f Nordic skiing. Through yo)Jr member­
~hip }'OU wul support the continued maintenance of the cross -r.ou nl.ry 
trails and ski jumping facilities. In summary. the future of the ski club , 
~nd Nordic skiing, both recreational and competitive, in the Ishpeming 
.rea, is de-pendent on an active and growing club membership . 
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PAUL BIETILA MEMORIAL TO RNAMENT 
l&tSwHE-%t■ lh1c 111 , t P.;ul 13 ,,-,1,l ,1 l\·kr ,1 0 1:,11 r ou, r;iJ .. 

,nen t vva.1 held ill St1iu,le Hill on v,:;-,shing­
:,,11··. 1111:lid ;,-,· 11 1 IC\ ', ·1 wi th I IO\' l'. ~{:1wrud . 
:•n,O C>l·r'" 'P" ,umpin g tC:'am coJd·,, (ai:,ng 

:11 ~1 o lil-:e honon ir, :lw .<,€'nro1 in<"''"' 
·.,·1_,1 ~~· r,:111 ."- J 1~1.a~s 111 <..i.1s.~ ·.I\ · corr.p,.,ttl1t..")n .. 

,1r;propr i,; lei\• eno,Jg h . (' il ui ·, b1 ot h e1 !{dph 
',: I97~ 11,.-Jv,:1 h:: 11·11t , tlw 1,t, i1 •<>n;rl '.:•. ;:i He.II 
,.,f F.;m e., wor, fir~t pl3c~ hon-~, , ._,,. ,t/; t, h­
!-' t! f'l",int;'i Rud.,, M<:11<1 top rumpe1 rn "C· 
;oow junio, t lilsn. 

Tho ! fir ; t llH:-1?'; Ci'lnH: orH: w~ei: shon o i 

:,1 \'€2; 5 ai:<'r P.;uJ di <! rl . In •ha·. ,pJr,, th e 
ieJb Jr,d po:,ibili1.i6 of the bright vovng 
,,rl·,lete grew in< c1 ierend and I h-11 le!!,end 
s: ili g1ow~ 

Th ,, kgeDd i: ,:c,nihin(·d v,,,th ~,,..,1,, ,1 "((•uki 
h.:1\'t- !;,o(,,;,n , .. · lo: Pa ul , jus< und,: r i. 1, w,b 
•,•,•ithc,u! d0ubt the 1-,,:_:st 'r'OUI\J.:; .1i: i iurnp,, r 
,, , Amerii:a ,H 1h i:: time 01 hi , death . Hf ;,~a, 
ju,t t('n v-~,) 1: 0 ld •N h en h,, 111 , t ,u,.11pc,! o fi 
Suicid.:: tldl in 1'.'18 ,1\ 1 15 . he .1L11ni:,-2d 1% 
fee, on 1.h•'. b11: :. li :k i<,r ,1 bo•, : · 1-vt,rlc 1e cor d 
Ir, th .; n-2:,;1 vrJr~. he se t ;;r,,:; 1e-'.,f.', 14 c,,­
tan ce 1<:-c 0 rc;, on midv,•e5t<? r~ hill s 

f7 e ,·,·«) tc• be o 1neml>t?: of the 1940 
Of\·mpi,: iumping squad . bul lhos,c ~ame~ 
, ... e,,• u.r,(eled when Ru,51;, and fir,!;md 
VV(;II! :c, \•V?. r . 

F,iu l wcu.1idn·1 ha \•f mad<• lh E' game) 
,,r,vw~v (()mr; i:11ng in ihe 1-lat, o ,·,,il 1our1,a­
n·,.,01 at S,1. P,,ul , Minn ., Feb. \ F:l-J, he l-.i1 
ic;,> 011 .:i prcl(lice jJmp and ~1-idd ed i .'\to ~ 
restri'lining posl. ;.. valiant figh, fo, life 
ended f- ebiuc\•y 2(,, 1~_,9_ 

/\ r,d ~o this n·1ef'l in hn hc,oor c,)lltinue,. 
In 1954 , VViif Rilsmuswn returned ircm 

:he t\rmv 10 r,:.:i is ert hi, n,aster11 ol Sui(id<~ 
1-iill watk ( la is '1\' first r.,l ,irc- junlt}'., (' i -:.:1 
;md 2 Hi feet. 

Stretching jurnr,.1 (n 237 and ::'.JO iei•t . 

Rudv /,-',aki v .... on Cla'>~ 'A' honor, in 1955 . 
l,,ck B1etila 1oppe-d ·B' and Willii> faicbon 
won 'junior A · 

In ·,9S(>, 1ourn3men( hono r, Wo?nt 10 \ he 
iir:;\ rn ;Jr, to b1ini; t'hc, ·il"i,ing ii~I-, .. 1.1.,•lr to 
'>uici{i,-. Hill ; Es};,, lvlom,no .ol l'ir,lr.r,0 

1,-. 1'.1~7 . F1nlMHJ'! 1\nt11 I lv ·,•;,r ,, ,., , ," lt·d ,i,, 
,,11-o,,., a \\i! L•II <,n 1h1.: :,,11rit1z• 1t ' ,01il l>o<,h 

110n lfl>P_l.'0 lh, · :,~,'<) foo l ,n, ,r i, 1~ .. win 11,r- l i1p.1r. ' r-~fJL>Uk,uu ':,a,t(, >'~i'l l•id II) f11 s1 
jJ l Jl\l()f r , ,:-1\1, _ ,\: 1,l ~,1 , , 1·1r:.nn, -; ,n I L-=t~ 1 ·,.- , 111 ., ' H, ' · 

I 
/•. 11 lo). I, , v.-,,r, 1111: l 'J', I\ 1, vtn1 , ,-v/,1, ,(, 1,1 :, lull w ,_, 11d w,, •, , t,·,:, 1,.1,,.-d I,> i/15 l1 ·r: : 

,¥it .'- hdd ,n c0mb1na t1 0 11 w11h 1he Inte l - .r, 19?{: wh<"t\ ~Jol',, '<-·g,an t·,ith1,): p,,,-dz 
jna1 ,o ni!I S~,i F<c-d,,r ,-,1inn 11vnu1 , .,, ,:11H:' f,, :,7;-1• i •'('I -

, Fml.;11d i ~:.1IE",•1 k;;rki:intn wc,n th<.' ':Ji l'lw l·'aul fjp:•til;; 1\·\1:- mori;, i 1i11 ,:, •~turned 
I I ' ' L ' ' • ' ·- 1 ' . 11)-' h l . ' rnec.- : ·.,,, loiif ,.,<~n, , r•.()li;.r ...- J, ,.-,ppl·V c, ;;'-J , f n Jn , .nH~r1,· .-1r1 1.-. 1 . v~,. 1t'r, ,.\ ,: n ,;111 \•\· .?II\ 

j•., 11," witi, ,?, i,,·ap ,, i :,,1,(1 . J_,_,! l iHt'k ,11 ~,y Wl;f; v.·c,n 

the 7q(,(J m <"e\ . 1 F1nn1~I, s1;;,1 )uhM,1 f, n u.\;jin e r, t (,f./iJt"<l <> 

i' Ir. 1% 1 ar,d 1%2, ja p.ir. es€ and F 1nni)1·• .,iar• studded iield in 1972 
rid<>rs dom>nared lhe meel. • )errv ,v,artill opw,ed top hono:s ir. 1973 

) 'Th i: 79b3 B:<:!(ila lvlem ori a/ 1, • ..,-,1! ::ian 0: w·hff, he .,,~1 iht curren i hill ,~•co:'...! oi ;,,e,4 

I
th" me e t uwd to '.,elec t 1ho2 U.S Ol\1rr. 1Ji} \e(:1. D, [;on Hw~-! <. ap:u,ed d, ,0 ve!,:r,,r,~· 
team . ;j t,11 ~ Lr.at ·,·ea, 

l(otlar,:: ~ led the 19f,,i ~•c11ior cia: .1 \o\,h ile 197 ~ sa,•,- U.S . .1i" re<1n, mernliE: Jett 
iRalph BiC"t,1.:: W('ll lh,e ve tp1:;n'5 dc1~! I V,'r if( hl bi: tti e l;IJ:ity win e condi(l(llll (0 lai-r-
1 _2·1• i1,~• 1-,:1:.,11· .. : .< t>i! r,:d l e .; 1,,11 '"'.:~ rd ' 11. tor• !\-) fl<i ,:. I.') " f!;1m , -.~ ~~I r,1 .. l c•II · . l·V_r,ght 
,lu :eet to E'c1.\I /V top " la 1gt: 11 E' IG ,n thr Wi.l ~ ;, ,li ed ,r, J,1nua11', 191::: . v,,·h1iE prac 11 c in g 
•' lqt,5 -to, .. ,rri,~•( ,., 101 iJ 11'1!:'>'.'t in Br~ak•sr,orc, . \ 1!:'1n,or.t 
I l1hpf'n1,ng ·~ l,,Lt? d, e. lr,hn (r1r <t lld , Tlw m(',:•t ,v.:.< cJom,r,.,te(.) b-.,. Cc>rv f-l;;r,,l -
1t,_,.,:,;, tc,o juni ,.ll 1

, -:1111)1; ,r, :,,.,_,(; \·•· hrl (• r ,r!- ~.o,· , ,1 ,,! ,,· ·.,(,v1et Un,c,r, 11 1 197 :, 

;1,incL, Harr i )uu , il ,1rnE-t1 .~1,:i i'.(~i1i:, la ih:J, r.rt: rt·< r.,r,J-ho!d,,r l•: rr·:' rvt;ir ti1 1 fbl,r.1t>O 

/fin1~lwrl on,:,-t, .. .,.o ,n ·,,_- J h: '.· m"'''-"'i' o i Su;\ ,,:i,~ f., ,,. v,• :r:,;r,, ,; !as1 
! Dc:ve Lundm .~rk •J i uuluth •. •,on th e l 'i/; 'i ','t'-'l 1 ·~ rn•t~I 

!1u ;; .,, ·;,.· •.:'ven t whr!,~ Bi l! ~, O lsc, n won thl lh1 \ v .. a, r.-,, ,r,: lii , to , v ,, ..,t·r·,_.· lrl,i:-1 ·,· !o 
'\ ' . j,•o>l€ran '.,. cla~.~- . , r . b,:' m~d•c 3'. tl w tor., ;k, iump_;,,r \ ;;:~: ht.• . a; 

; Dvlulh _rel~ ,n~d (he: ,,,,:• ,r, l :H,il 1-v h,2~i 
1 

~,1_11 c 1G'.:: Hill IC• rn?.tch th <: tum~•m,; ;pirn 
ID,wC' H,c,-: 1 loo~. 1,1;1 µ1:., c,:'. hono:;. ; 1 ot thL-' rnan :Ii•: !c•uinarr,t>nl hor,.::i,, - Fau l 

tl1·,: \ i!;, 

l·'/0 Prt•·· ,.·l, · .'h " I : . .',', .,..., . . ,. 1:;. ',, . • .. ,, 1 

f <: r 5 het.•.' /n(· / \JI r~,,~,,l ::..1,--i--! '~·•·:,·: 

V1'r:tld,n9 o."1 •')Ii V/~.lo,;1!':I~ l~li-:Jt,: r 0 l i 

llh<J(' ~f ll ·t 11 .' I,,: ', ,\ ' 
'k'.lA.Ll( tt ~t~l •, ~­
.t.l!f 
(-;(. 1·,;; 1 I• 

AU.' (J,lld, 1 1•: ,,,,\, ,: h11. 1 

ti-ii 1:.i;- ~ I 

.''.· I ;:" 1· HI -~ 1r.:r,~1f. . 
11 , r •. ; . '. ( '! lf '.l t , .. \ ,\ . -::. 

, .... ! ,.-:.,! .>C ,_,,, ; ~ .::,..•. ~:i ! '-'•i : L,111'~:-

r•co~•< ·,r. .•. \,• IC, 1'' I'. : It ~•• : ; '•,\ I' .,,,' \ : :. r•.•"; 

(.~.:, W IL( •:);••. ,\I·! ( ,'l l · .-f 
'(;• " \ ,, I I•• ( ., \ •, '.• •: · I ~:. ; ' ,. ,~ ,:: J. I ' 

.,.._ ..,, : .... •,,:--:,., •• , ,. . .... : l):f' •• ,, • , ,., " ' ·. ~ • • ,,If 
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