ROUSE SIMMONS - CHRISTMAS TREE SHIP

Newspaper Articles by Date:
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11/30/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune — November 29" — Rouse Simmons 3 days overdue in Chicago

11/29/1912 Detroit Free Press — November 28" — Rouse Simmons Overdue

11/29/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune — Watch for Lost Schooner commanded by Capt H. Nelson

12/15/1912 Detroit Free Press — Schooner Butcher Boy overdue — Reference to Rouse Simmons lost with 17
persons

12/03/1912 Chicago Newspaper Article — Rouse Simmons overdue — reference leaving Thompson Harbor.
Captain Scheuneman, Captain Charles Nelson and 14 hands are on board

12/05/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune — Christmas Ship Lost on the Lake with 17 On Board. List of crew members
including Captain Nelson’s wife. Rumors Craft was Unseaworthy

12/06/1912 Chicago Newspaper Article — Continued Search for Rouse Simmons — Cutter Tuscarora searched for
Rouse Simmons

12/06/1912 Unknown Source - Vessel’s YAWL is Found — Continued search for Rouse Simmons. The Seamen’s
union asked to have boat sent to Mud Bay or North Bay to see if Rouse Simmons can be found.

12/07/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune — Search for Bodies Continue, Sailor’s Union to sell Christmas Evergreens Lost
from Rouse Simmons.

12/08/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune — Schooners Minerva & Arizona captains state weather had been as nasty as
they had ever experienced, and they declared it impossible that the Rouse Simmons could still be afloat. Search
by Cutter Tuscarora continues to find the wreck

12/09/1912 Chicago Daily Tribune — Schooner George Marsh and Hossack arrive in CThicago after storm which
is supposed to have sunk the Rouse Simmons.

12/15/1912 News Article Sault Ste Marie, MI — Revenue Cutter Mackinaw, acting under orders from
Washington, make search for Rouse Simmons. Possibility that schooner was stranded on one of the isolated
islands in northern Lake Michigan.

12/18/1912 News Article Sault Ste Marie, MI — Search for Rouse Simmons by Cutter Mackinaw under orders
from treasury department was abandoned, believed sank with crew.

04/11/1924 — Two Rivers Wisconsin news article - Find Relics of Lost Ship — Captain Norman Allie, owner of the
“Reindeer”, found billfold of Captain Schnemann in nets along with clipping from Thompson Michigan
newspaper.

12/19/1971 Escanaba Daily Press —12/19/1971 — Christmas Tree Ship Wreckage Sighted — Interviews with local
residents of Thompson — Nels Bouschor, Osborne Stanley & Mrs. Alvin Nelson

Manistique Pioneer Tribune — by Jack Orr — An Unpublished Story about the Christmas Tree Ship Sinking — Letter
written by late Ernest Williams who cut trees for the schooner and knew Captain Scheunemann

Manistique Pioneer Tribune — Date Unknown — by Jack Orr. There Were Two Christmas Ships. An article
written by Mr. William Griffin in the Chicago Tribune.

The Journal — Schooner Tragedy Sank Old Time Yule Custom by Robert Wells

Unknown Source — Mrs. Herman Scheunemann and Daughter Elsie Take Up Work of Husband and Father
06/22/1933 Christmas Tree Lady Summoned — Mrs. B. Scheunemann, Well known in County dies in Chicago
05/23/1913- Unknown Source - From The Dead — Note Supposedly Written by Member of Crew of Ill Fated
Rouse Simmons, Found. Here for Trees, Widow of Captain Scheunemann, who was drowned, now conducts
business.

11/27/1975 Green Bay Press Gazette - Christmas Tree Ship is now TV Documentary — by Bob Woessner
5/11/1924 Unknown Source — Wallet of Captain Herman Schuenemann found and delivered to wife

Unknown Source — Letter from Theodore S. Charrney — historical background of Capt. Schuenemann
12/24/1973 Manistique Pioneer Tribune — Christmas tree ship lies beneath Lake Michigan waters by Katherine
Lebrasseur

Unknown Source — Newspaper Photo of Rouse Simmons in Sheboygan

12/04/1975 Unknown Source — Notes on the Christmas Tree Ship
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11/21/1987 Milwaukee Sentinel by Jay Joslyn “Tales, ballads tell story of Christmas Tree Ship”

11/22/1987 Manistique Pioneer Tribune “Mrs. Harding remembers Christmas Tree Ship well”

March 1977 - Unknown source by Karen Suratt “Bottle washed up on shore with note from Uncle Herman”
11/23/1989 Milwaukee Sentinel by Suzanne Kautsky Weiss “Shipwreck” details saga of Christmas Tree Ship
highlighting Dan Hildebrand (diver), locations of artifacts

Unknown Source “Hulk Recalls Saga of Christmas Tree Ship”

12/24/1970 The Mining Journal “Christmas Tree Ship Still Lost On Lake”

Unknown source by Helen Burrowes “Christmas Tree Laden Ship Vanished Into Lake in 1912” photo
12/12/1971 Milwaukee Journal by Robert W. Wells “ 59 year riddle is Solved” Diver Kent Bellrichard fins and
films the wreck of the Rouse Simmons

Unknown source “Fate of the Rouse Simmons Lost In Storm Nov. 25, 1913, IS Sealed In Lake Michigan”
Unknown Date Escanaba Press “Old Timers Recall Sinking of lll-Fated Ship Rouse Simmons

12/1967- 1/1968 Milwaukee Sentinel “Yule Tree Ship That Sank in 1912 Still a Legend”

12/19/1966 Milwaukee Sentinel “Christmas Tree Ship Kin Sought”

12/24/1944 Chicago Tribune by Delos Avery “Why Chicago Missed Its Yule Trees in 1912”

6/22/1933 Pioneer Tribune “Christmas Tree Lady Summoned” obituary

8/1913 unknown source “Voice from Dead” note by Capt. Chas. Nelson found in bottle

12/22/1966 Pioneer Tribune Letter to the Editor by George Matthews
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Mrs. Hanaon. formerly Miss Surah Evelyn
Hooper of aam Lexington avenue, had been
engaged . for| gome time to David N. Hanson
Jr. of 4737 Ellls avenue. Recentl: they qulet-
Iy selected an apartment at 6328 Greenwood
avenue. . Papa Hanson joined Rands with
Papa Hooper and they quletly furpished it.

“ Now we've got a home, let's ge
‘In it,” suggested Miss Barah. *' Chureh wed-
dings are too common; Iet £ do something un-
usual.”

The prospective husband of the pretty girl
promptly agreed. The Rev. George Burman
Focter of the University of Chicame was
pledged to secrecy. Half a dozen intimate
friends were Invited by  plone to “come
around and look at the new flat.”’

They dropped in Tuesday night. After
looking through the apartment Miss Hooper
suggested they visit the %}m parlor. - Thecur-
tains were pulled back and there stood Dr.
Foster, prayer book in hand.

Before the guests had recovéred lhelr sur-
prise, they found they were guests of Mr. and
Mrs. Henson.

Early | yesterday morning the apartment
was dark. The couple were speeding south-

- wards on their honeymoon. They will be at

home after Feb., 1.

GIRDERS HIGH UPIN THE AR
> MADE REFUGE FROM POLICE.

i)etectives, Baffled by Ironworkers Who
Thiew Red Hot Boltsat Teamster, Fi-
nally Trap Fugitives. .

‘Three Ironworkers accused of throwing red
hot bolts at a negrot I'mster led detectives
a merry chase )enterda.y afternoon ub.the
steel skeleton of the Continental-Commercial
Bank building at La Sale and Quincy streets.

| They climbed the steel columns and crossed

fron girders which the policemen dared not
tread. They defied their purnuers to follow
them.

Detectives. Thomas . Flanigan -and John
Lennon decided to abandon thetchase. They
retraced thelr stepa and held a councl! of
Wwar.

“I'm a married man nnd Ic can't afford to
die or I would have chaséd those fellows
Into the sky,” declared Flenigan,

# Hire an aeroplane,” suggested a work-
man. - .

The detectives decided they would sit and
wait. It was not long before the three fugi-
tives descended. thinking the coast clear.
They gave their names as Harry Junkus,
Orey Ling, and W. J. Renner.

CAN'T GET INTO. SUIT;. SUES.

Miss Ethel Kirkman: Sends Dreu to

Cleaner—3hrinks: 80 Owner
“®  Can't Wenr It.

Miss Ethel klrkn_nin of Evanston, daugh-
ter of M. ‘M. Kirkman, formeérly vice presi-

- dent of the Chicago and Northwestern rail-

road,, yesterday sued B. Binger, a tallor,
for the. vialue of & white - flannel. suit
smser is u!d to amn ‘spiolied fn the clunlnx

. According ‘to l!ill - Kirkman, -she sent the
sult to Singer to be cleanied, anfi'w

" Jtu the pollce of being robbed.

| itornia avenue;

Irivate vonecern. .

WOMAN DEPOSITOR SUES.

~.The story of how & Chicago private banker

made $60.000 profit in five years by banking
methods which Includé bookkeeping with &
few sheets of paper, .recited yesterday be-
fore Munlcipal .Tudge Fake, gives one more
reason for private bank supervision in Illi-
nois.

The story came trom the “ banker " him-.
sclf, Frank G. Hajlcek, 3341 West Twenty-
sixth street. According to his own story he
cperated his * bank *- entirely on the confl-
‘dence-of his depositors. Now and then he
admitted there were " dlsagreements " with
them. He added all the disagreements were
gettled in his favor—until thik week.

Woman Sues Banker..

One of these misunderstandlngs was the
cause of Hajicek's appedrance In'court. Mrs,
Antonle Pospis!l, 2858 South Springfield ave-
nue, Is suing him for a balance of 3500 on a
deposit of. §1,200 whick she says she ptit In
the bank In 1911. Hajlcek asserts she dépos-
ited only $300.

Hajlcek told the court he had gone out of
the banking business and into the real estate

trade. He wore, among other things, a large |

diamond ring.

“ Your cllents consisted moaﬂy of Bohe-
mians?"” Charles F. Lowy, a.nornea' tor Mrs.
Posplsil, a=kcd him.

** Yes,” answered the witness.

" They came to you because they had lm-
pliclt confidemee i }uu f"

*“Yes."

“Did you keep any record of deposits
made?" "'

*Tha only record kepl was the depasit
slip."”

“ Who made out the deposit slipT*

* The man who &id the depositing ™

All Bettlements in Faver of Bank, -

“ We sometimes did have m-lnund!rswnd-.

ings with our patrons, but these cases zlways
were secttled in favor of the bank, afid the
depositors accepted the right sum, accord-
ing to the records kept.” - s
"* What were these records?’.

* I kept 8 sheet of paper and on this ﬁh.eet
we entered the deposits in a lump wum. .If
the depositors lost their deposit slips, . mwe
had no way ‘of telllng how muah the de-
positors had given us.' -

The cass will be resumed today.

THUGS ROB FOUR; SHOOT ONE..

Frank Larson Wnunded as He .'."1‘
‘from Thief—Three ﬁther
! Holdups. -

Holdup ‘men were active on the west
south ‘sides lasf night. Four mén- repor

Frank Lawson, 868 ‘Bouth Btate street.'w: 3
confronted by a negro at 8outh ]
avenue and East Twelfth L
encd at the elght of & revolver,
The robbe::' shot and wounded

Jo’hn Laltte

U/f//L

Dler. Manistiqué; Mich;
ordirary clrcumstance

ey ptwmvely théy’ s!z'med the
ship.” Its dLeappearnnce. I it
Inexplicable as It is now, bids tair to becomu
one of the great mysterles of thegreat lakes.

Seamen Still' Cling to rtb‘pe.,

Chicago seamen still cling to the hope that
thé vuae: may be aficat aome:whei- far from .

ﬂ'nn a ship, it d-tsa.bled. might drltt ‘~hout fo~
weéks without being slghted. : 5
‘Falth in this theqry. yeaterﬂny led ~ the
treasurer of the Chlcago Séamen’s unj
telegraph: to Capt Betﬂ ‘of b
request to ntea.m ut: mtu m-

measted uchoomer dghted ln
anee was the  Christmas’
ertalnly has gone tg the bpttn No craft
could have continued Tong i that part of th.
lake without belng seen by passing vessels,

‘Aboard the Mlallng Craft, .

‘The lone woman aboard the Rouse Bim-
mons was the wife of the'captain, Oscar Nel- '
son, who was in command.

The others were:

Capt. Frank Schucnemnnn, Gapt. Nel-
#on’s partner in the Christmas tree ven
ture.

Alex. Johnxon, nrn mate.

Gearge Watson, sallor.
Ray Davis, sailor.
Conrad Griffin, sallor.
George Quinn, pallor.
Edward Murphy, sallor.
John Horvunikl.
rels

of, lhe fall storme.
thp Baugewein,




ighed and aswured us’
£ } er. ‘ The boat is just de-
i'by the’ win{! “he sald.”
o weren't satisfied with that. ﬁnd went
County Commijasioner Harris. ,'He could
““do nothing for us. Then we vlat!ed a man
.mamed Smith in the board of local improve-
mengs in the city hall. He was the only per-
! ,“mn among all of those we' *called .on who
} ‘Beemed to show the slightest mtereﬂt In our
grief. . He took ‘us to the mayor’s office.
There one: of the men at the door told us to
“Come -around tomorrow.” Think of telling
us to * Come around to-mor‘-ow when those
men might be perishing in the lake at that
moment. Wé never saw the mayor. He
,pever knew we wer'e outside. We wentaway
: cr\ ing.”

August Schuenemann,
captain of “the \Rou,se Simmons, fourteen
“years ago lost his life with a crew of fohr
-men when he tried to bring to Chicagoaload
of Christmas trees on thé two masted schoon-
er Thal. The ship foundered in a heavy gale
off Gross Point. A few of the bodies WwWere
washed 'up on the shore.

Tn Business Many Years.

" Frank Schunemann and Nelson have been

1n the Christmas tree business for many
C . ¥ears. Schunemann himself has operated
PR _boats on the !ake in that business for twenty-
e ;evm years. He and Nelson own two farms
<. . in Schoolcraft county, Michigan. They are
-+ saving the firs on these tracts, however, and
“were cutting their trees at a dlstance from

“dbeir own lands under contract. | Thelr av-
erage load.of trees was from 300:to 400 tons.

.The Ia.rger tress were stored on top of the

dack in & boxlike structure and the hold was

med for underbrush and material that was
‘be made Into ﬁreaths i

,,_Schun mann- lost one boat before, That

Was the Mary- Cullen.. The boat sank, but

‘the crew was saved. He has salled on-his
Christmas tree voyages in the Maggle Dal,

. the Ida, the Jessie Phillips, the Truman

-Hoss, a.nd the- Georse L. Wrenn. |

b “WHO LOST $17,000 IN CASH?
by OWNER WON'T' GI\FE NAME.

'Want .Ad Causes conﬁderahle 5pocn1a.-
- tion, Ranging from Kirby to Press
o Agent and Stirp Sleuths.

énnnmcr—ma'r_-rtmsnAy NIGHT-EITHER
»'i%on Mwenty-wecond-at. or on Michigan-bivd., oron
bltl.tg -at., $17,000 in currency of large dcnomlnn—
ang.” 'WIIL pay very liberal reward. X.

¢ foregoing ‘’ blind " ads was Inserted
. I THE: Tmnuxl- ln.n night by an unidentified
and within an hour the police were
Hg on three . differeént thaorlen. The

a brother’ of the |

" and ordered’ ‘the witness to- lhow the. jury

- was afraid of it. -

of ‘the lost money was mken to the | :

KILLIN i TO COURT

Michiga_n ,‘ _Aq_t;horitigs- ‘Sh_owﬁ :
Jury How H. W. Fisher of
‘Chieago Met Death. -

DIG UP BIG TREE STUMP.|

Position of Rifle When Found by
Servtmt May Determme Fate
of 0. M. Auerbach

. BT A STAFF. cannzs \"ntml
Baldwin, Mich., Dec. : .—[Specia.l }—A dem
onstrat!on in’court with: the high ‘powe
with which Harry W.. Fisher of Chicago w
shot and killed was the. dmma.t!o cu_mu'x 0]

Prosedutor B.'N. Saviage. ot‘Reed City; ap-.
pointed. by J'udgg Charles A. Withy to con- |
duct»the .case for the! state, Erabbed the riffe..

how_ the. wu.pon iay with retereace to Flsh ;
er’s body. . : :

Tells of I‘i:nding Rifle, . o
0 Thu rifle. lay at the stump,’” said’ Sjoldien." "
Nobody: had :ouched.' t _Dbecause e'very_on_

the- cart.ridgei in i,

111‘-ge'r ind more - r ged hole In thi ett'
breast : horlzont line h-the hole'in |




them -over .into a sort of |

rd"” class now!

‘he boats’ clea"z'mg had on
of 230,000 bushels in the
guring flax on a hasis of
shel in value,| $2,000 had
Ip as premlum.
boats . 'were manifested™
1 to the harbor of Buffalo.
ugh the open weather
ted or should ‘there be a
, little shipping would bhe
=r after 'Dec. 15. For
ny respectable tonnage
be no profit.
the five lakes after Deée.
e essentially ‘emerging
t. those that attempt to
1ort distance passenger
freight -schedule, - Those
first class  will head in
1ere until the ice puts a
The handful in the sec-
rill“also operate as long-
n be any justification.
expected that the Booth
. city will keep. its boats|
the hazard becomes too
7y are locked in by ice.
R i S i

posts marking the channel.

GUTTERUNABLETO
FIND SCHOONER|

TuSca.r_ora’s Rep'ort -Goincides
With - 8hipping Circles’
Verdict of “'Lost.” v‘\"“
et u 2
CHICAGO, Dec. b5.—The revenue
cutter Tu.scarora which started yes-
terday .on a Search for the schooner
Rouse Simmons, reported by wire-
less this ‘forenoon, that fog over the
lake wgs heavy and that no trace of
the missing schooher had been found.
Shipping “interests accepted asg a fact
the loss of the vessel, with her Crew
of 17 ineluding one woman.
A later wireless from the Tuscarora
stated that ‘the steamer George. N.
Orr spoken by. the revepue cutter

JUR LAKE
R IVIISSING- VESS«EI.'

Deec. B—Search 1.'0r the
oner Rouse Simmons will
n Lake Michigan tomorrow.
ts-tree-laden craft. report-
rone down’ in Ithe middle
with:17-persens on/l-board, -
v weeks overdue. but swift
.ehts will -leave Chicago
i spréad eéut in fan- shaped
ep the lake for the miss-
v for wreckage or boats
ale. of her loss.

wspaper. -expeditions .are
“make the gearch. The
tay. out several days or
tessary to make sure.of
the Rouse Simmons. No
n received at Captain Her-
nan's-home-here up to a
1ight, and hope is fading
f . the " 'men’ might have
e -in. the -scheoner's ' life-
Simmons -went. down as
wreckage found by fish-
ngs'horemen .

e men' afloat on wreck-
Jats the resculng - parties
them before it is too late.

‘FOR NORTH -
IRE L 8. STATIO S

D] MARIE, M:ch Dec. 5
:ates -revenue cutter left
with :supplies for the. life
ons_ between White Fish
rand Marais. Supplies. for
were lost in the sinking
L Bhore in 'November and
1er was -available it was
time that station residents
rd pressed. for’ prO'VlleIlsl
vinter closed.

s at Washmgton for . the
rnment cutters, ~however,
5d and - the supplies leﬂ.

RIOR HARBOR
-Arrivals,

Goulder, John W, Moore, J.
i s. Wilkinson, cua! Thomag
A ‘iron. . L

Deépartures,

Alnech, 8. .8. Curry, Slerra,

——yeeterday. reported a few miles south
‘of 'Racine.

The Tuscarora wvisited
the vicinity but saw no wreckagé or
a vessel in distress,

The steam barge Arizona, bound
from Midland,. Ont:, for Chtcaﬂo with-
lumber, ‘due’ here Vesterdav morn-
ln% hag ‘not Arriyed: ]

ever, as the Arizona is a ‘staunch

‘vessel well ‘able to weather any ordin-

ary gale. The crew numberg 15.
Later Captain Herman Jaenke of

| the George N. Orr explained - that he

was mistaken wheén he reporte& hav-
ing sighted the- Rouse Simmons off
Racine yesterday ‘morning, Captain

-Jaenke arrived in' Milwaukee today

and communicationed - with marme
agents in: Chma.go '

“I heard a bell which seemed to
he about three miles from shore ‘dpd
I jumped to the conclusion that it
must have been the“Rouse Simmons.'_'
said Captain J’aenke. :

“T made this geport to Captain
Berry; of the Ullited States revenue
cutter Tuscarbra, but the faet is that
I did not see a vessel.. "I simply
heard a bell and now I think- it must
have beeri some of “the - ‘lizhthouses,

_enther at Milwaukee or- Racine.” -

Find of " Fisher
MANITOWOG, Wis,. Dek. 5~—Mute

er Rouse Simmons les at the.bottom
of Ldake Miehigan off’ Twe Rivers
Point,;; 12 'miles north of this celty,
was brought ~here today by fisher-
men who in lifting their, nets found
entangled in.the mesh, several small
particles of Christmas tree tops. The
find was made by Two Rivers fish-
ermen about five miles. north:.of that

‘¢ity ‘and the life :saving crew is’ make-

ing. an -investigation in an attempt
to- Tocate the wreckage of .the m[ss-

.ing boat.

The  Two Rivers station crew na-
trolled’the lake for 24 hours'a week
ago -at ' the time a- three-masted
schooner was reported- in ‘distress off
Kewanee. and it is believed now the:

boat was the Simmons and - that she

‘Edwards, 10:10;

niy silght” unedsiness s felf, hiw- mommg Lym;m C, Smith, 10:10; Coq--

evidence tendinz to show the‘schoon--

Edwdrd, Logan, Phillip, Clinton; Lew-
is, Esther and Dorothy, of *h-s city;:

Mrs.- R. W. Borton of Two Harbors |
and Garfield and ‘Winfield of M;inn_ew;

apolis, .all of whom were .
when he pa.sse& a.Way.

was lost in the big sea which was | 8

raging at that time.

Captain Sogge .of the Two. Rivers ||l

station is of the opinion that the

boat. with its entire crew’ went down|-

at this point.

;LIGHTKEEPER RESIGN S

AT PORT OF GENESEE

CHARLOTTE N. Y Dec, 5,—William
Smith, for two yea.rs assistant keeper
of the Genesee light 'station at Char-
lotte, has. resigned. No appointment
te the position has been -made. The
position pays $480 annually.

———

DET’ROIT PASSAGES.

News Tribune Special.)
DETROIT Mich.,  Dec. 5~—Up

talia, 7:20 Werlnesday night;

Wyan

-dotte, 10:20;
na, 11; Northern Wave, 8:20 Thursday.
mqrning, Dunn, 9:30;. Munro, 9: aO.,
Paris, Mapleton, 10:10;  Kenora, 10: 0:
Pope, 10:50; M. C. Smith 12:40;; 3. C.
Gilchrist, 15: 50"Ama.zonals. 2:10; Yale,
2:30; . Brower, 5:20; - A. Upson, 5:25;-
Oglebay, Troyone, 8.

Down:  Wilkesharre, 7:30 'Wednes-‘

day night; D. M. Mills, Alexander, An--

derson, 8; Beatty, 8:60; Penobscot, 9:30;
Burli ton, -9:45; P

Jenks, 8230 ursday

estoga, 10:30; Australia, 10:50; Buell, | &S
Eleanor, 11; 30 Wyoming, = Arthur, | |8
Scotia, 1:15 p. m.; Mohawk, 4:50; W. E.- |}
- Reiss,: 6; Winnlpeg. Frannomb. Wall,
6:15; H. H. Bro 7;  Buffalo, T: 15 :
Arhngton, 220 % e
P

SO0 PASSAGES.
(News Tribune Special.).

SAULT STE MARIE, Mich., Dec. 5.—
Up: Augustus 10:30 last mght Iro-
quois, 5 a. mi.; Keewatin, 10; Capadian,
11; Kirby 1 p.m.; Atlklkan zp John
Relss. 3:30; Muncy, 2

Down: Huronlc. last: night; Hurl-
b t, Smith, 10; Lackawanna,

m.; Sta.&a.conna 2:30; Heffelﬁnger, 3;
H ronic, 4; Stormount, *6:30;
mount, 7 McKinstry, 8;

Rosemount 3:30; Neebing, 5.

TAKING CENSUS IN .

From Leslie's Weekly ;
The “work’” ahead was to find- Oht

‘how many - Eskimos and othéer hu-|#

man. beings lived algng the. barren
coast of Hudsons. bay, between .Fort
Churchill. and . Chesterfield Inlet. It

was' only! one small end. of the glz--

antic census- of ‘all ‘human life in

the 800,000. square m'}es of wilder-:

ness and -polar barre etween Hud-
sons bay and the great bear on the
east and west, and the fifty-eigth -de-
gree and the Arctic . ocean- on the
north and south. The work was begud
more: than two years ago, but it isn't

-completed - yet, except.in the 100,000
squdre milas along. the west shore of

the great bay,
There hive been few undertakmfs
more_filled: with-the elements of ro-

mance and adyventure, 6f hardship and-
the bpicturesque, than this taking of |

A tensus in a comntrv of savaeaerv

M. ‘H. Boyce, 10:40; Tago- | i

awnae,. Qrt n, - J. R, 1

12:40°

Falr-_-
Graham noon

HUDSON BAYE
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AUGUSES DOCTOR
IN DIVORCE CASE

Harry 0. Whitlock "I.‘e.ﬁlls Court
Dr. €. C. O’Byrne Called
‘Too Often.
ON

CROSS BILL RECORD.

Charges Husband with Plot to
~ Ruin Own Wife and Good
Name of Physician.

" A really
first, second, and third acts and the final
curtaln yer to fall, was staged in Judge
Dever's branch of the Superior court yes-
terday; The plaintiff, who spent mosttof the
day on the witness stand, is Harry O. Whit-
lock, .an official in the resistﬂ" d!\'islon of
the postoﬂlca

The defendant {s Jenle Nluker-on. ‘Whit-
lock, referred to in the evidence as s wom-
an of surpassing beauty.” There i# a third
person in the sult, Dr. Charles C. O’Byrne.

The one slde of the story heard so far is
that of the stern husband. The other side

has had representation only in a cross bill~

which denies the ugly charges of the hug-
band, accuses him of a conmplracy to ruin
the good name of his wife and tbe big prao-
‘tice of the physitian, and recites numerous
acts of cruslty 'to the falr Mrs. Whitlock.,
‘In one instance, it is related, the husband
| sug ted his bare fistswith brase knuck;et.

. | Husband Tells His 8tory.
Whltlock said Dr. O'Byrne was firat called
‘{0 attend the birth off a daughter.

** After that the doetor kept coming,” said
Whitleck, H‘e-oanem about forty or fifty
. times."

Whmock said Dr. O'Byrne attended the
birth ot his son {n November, 1911, and the
visits dame with Increased frequency there-
‘after. Then he came to ** the incident of the
gun play.”

- One night I came home for dinner,” he
sald, " and was struck by the fact that my
wite was not at the door, as had been her
custom, to meet me. 1 fo‘v.?d her In the draw-
ing room seated in'a gT aoft chair before
She ‘wore a mi¥ic neglighe costume.

Ciha fra

truly divdrcre drama, with big

iAlefi L
{STILL . NU- l( UE UK BHIP |

Relatives of Men ‘Ol‘l ‘(,‘lu'ist;mas
Craft Yet Hope for Safety.
§ - F b. .‘

YAWL IS FOUND

VESSEL'S

Search for Boat in Out of Way Har-
bors Will Be Continued.

. Despite the fact that not theslightest trace
was found yesterday of the missing** Christ-
mas ship "' Rouse Simmons, relatives of the
men. who salled from Chicago on the vessel.
still cllng to the hope that it has not been
lost.

Several reports Were current that the boat
had put up at a hdrbor from which there
were no telegraphic eonnecuowa and that it
was walting there for m»orahle winds to
bring it to Chlcago. |

One of these _reports was that the boat iz
either in Mud bay or North bay, which Is
near Bally's harbor and about 175 miles from
Chicago, The seamen’s union has been
asked to have a boat sent there to see if the
Rouse Simmons can be found.

Tuscarora Search Futile. - ;
The expedition of t.he United Statesrevenue
cutter Tuscarora in search of the misamg
ship brought no results. The cutter put up

1 at Waukegan during the morning with the:

report that nothing had been seen of the
“ Christmas ship.” A thick fog hung over
the lake during the greater part of the day
and made searching for the mlssing vesscl
out of the question.

A wireless message early in the m-ominc
give hope that thé ship. might be found.
The message sald the Simmons had been
sighted by the steamer George W. Orr three
miles south of Racine. Investigation of this
report proved it to be groundless. !

Ship’s Yawl Found.

A ship's yawl was found tossing in the
waves off Kewaunee which was jdenticalin {-
‘all respects with the single boat carried by-

the Simmons. .The crew of the tow barge
Resumption came into Chicago with a story
of sighting the yawl on Friday.

Beu'ch for the missing ship will be resumed
today. It 'ls plannéd to explors out of the,
way harbors into which the ship mny have
been driven elther by unfavorable winds or
by "accldent. : " o

TAKES 18 YEAﬂS TO PHO‘PO‘SE

James Johnston- Vidta ’ruq:u.rt
nnialle Sinna 1RO4Nnw Wed—




Ghmstmas Evergreens Losis
from Rouse Sunm{ms,

A

Se’&rch‘ for - Bodies Continues

* = Among Drift on Shoreé at
* * Pentwater, Mich.

Evergreen wreaths gnd Christmas trees,
"~ washed ashore yesterday by--the storm at

Pentwater, Mich., will be sold in’ Chicngo for. |
the beneflt of the widows and famlhe: of the’

crew of the Rouse Simmons.

The fate of Chicago's Chrlstmn ship hag |

Been settled definitely in the eyes of alf lake
n;lora. Hundreds of tanxledx Christml.s trees
and evergreen wreaths were strewn! a.lonz ‘the
‘beach for miles. Driven by the ATty mile

gale that imperiled scores of ships early In |

the morning, the- wreckage was piled on the
ahou within twenty miles of, ;
“the Rouse Simmons was last :lg
Hunt for Bogllel
Lite savers. aided by fishermen, sea.rehcd
among the drift for the bedy of some member
of_the vessel's crew,’ ‘Cap Berry
¥evenue cutter Tuscarora rflioubled his ef-
rorts more ﬂrmly to establish the fate of the
‘ship.. Hope was gl

ors visited’ hendqt_:a.tters of the Lake Saﬁnrs
union and gave & descrmt!on of ‘their hus-
‘bcndn to lecretary T. A. Hanson,. 50 it i

_'CHICAGOA'NS GIVEUP _HQPE |

. nskod*‘the\ pru‘lsdaant of the civil service com-

of the

n up by the familiés of ]
: -members of the crew. Wives of several sai!— 1

isi Eilen Mg:Weeny. I
‘mi n about her ‘claim to be on the payrol,
1t “recelved on!x an’ e\'a.-.ivc reply wh!ch
tom me rmthmg
Declates Greer Wu Bvuiw.
" Greer answered my letters regarding the |

¢ §| county hospital e]mator operators, tlm two

in the same
commission
and receh'ed it

chauffeurs, and tpe firem
extshe manner. 1 wrot
for more definite Informa

Ammediately from Commthn loners Tatge and :

Fechter.
- Chiet MdwW.
¥ eute_rdn}’
friendly call.

1y pald me a rnendly call

In i\the course of:

emarked' it was. merely a: G
o A
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' EARNS'MEDAL ON FARM.

'quu_cago “Youth Saves Drowning

.+ and May Get Carnegie Rewar
His Act. ‘ .

Application has been ‘made by “the Big
other league for a- Carnégie -medal for
‘Year old Jolin Maliske. ‘While ini the city
the boy was' arraigned in the Juvenile court
several times. but after being placed in the
country he’ distinguished himeelf as a. life
gaver. ) b i L N B

* Please send me to a farm Wwith a swim-
| ming hole, the boy atked Judge Pinckn

~ ‘the Hills.

whern' appearing the last time. -
. Eibridge R. Colby, ‘ditector of ‘th
“-Brother league, .sent: him to a farin

o
Will be sent to Chicago, if the widow conseniss: "‘f‘; fgﬁ‘?ﬁen ;e‘:ﬁre;? f“’,‘;i i 4 2
and wiil be sold by the Lake Sailors’ union, v~ o eC 10 keep McGovern, Bart- | by
) % § ’ [ _xen's ‘secretary. He seemed to be all right. | by
.+ Other Boats Have Trouble, Then along comes Mr.. Yount with his civil | wi
That any of the crew survived js improb- service claim to the position. i| ro
able, according to Capt. Garland of the life “All 4 want is to have the civil'service !
®aving station. Ships more seaworthy than | law enforced. If sixty day appointees are | ba
the Rouse Simmons weathered the flerce | absolutely necessary, we shall have them, |
storm with difficulty. Much alarm was felt pending examinations; and If the civil service |- wi
by the life savers and shipplng men for the | commission finds that it needs further.time :
safety of other =hips out ia the storm. for examination, I have no ohjectlox_l to re- .
The east wind which sprang at night Is | arpointing men for another sixty days’ job. |-y,
expected to cause bodles from fhe Rouse | But such practices must be held down as |
Slmmons and more wreckage to come ashore. | much as possible. There is golng to be no to
The hope that some of those on beard had politics in the service.” i
escaped in the life boat was abandoned fol- " Greer's Sﬁccefsof Ploked o
- Ei&v;;ntgo‘ ;t;gg_?:ieg::eé tt?rg:oia‘t:;? think the :Mr. McCormick was asked if he had picked | m:
) T s A T Greer’ ccessor, ' ) fr
The lifeboat carried by the Rouse Simmons | _,, -;:: ;uh:,:?.rhe 'replied- “but I wm not | se
-would not carry five men in an ordinary b 5 ¢ .
rough sea, according to experienced sailors. g:)é::fd t;;e;l]::u ’ HE?;H :‘;?;g?;eyori““y 2;;1
::GE:'?:; ?tr :::“’cya;‘:gi ?J’f‘d(;::f;n?ﬂ:n;z;f} The publle service committee of the new | ab
men to manage it. The wreckage and art ceunty bo_arﬁ held its first meeting yesterday | th:
; ‘ e A ncy afternoon. The principal acfion wag the re- | sp
of the cargo of the lost ship%hich drifted to p . 3
shove eansad the shipping:—a.génta who, Eid jection of the bids for the confract for Supp}y--v alc
planaed to ctariet o nesel (o o n searchof | I Burees for e counts hosltal "0 | b
the Rouse Simmone io_a_brandcm the plan. lowest bldder aroused a storm of protest. The | Go
EASTON SAFE; IN DULUTH TODAY. t'v:'o bids before the committee'were from the | ste
Duluth, Minn., Dec. 6.—The steamer Eas. | 1'110ls Post-Graduate and Training School :
ton of the Béoth line at T o'clock tonlght was for Nurses and the Illinois State Assoclation | Li
released from the Iroquois reef, two hours out o1 Hospltg] Man%gers. Mr. McCormick sug- | ge
of Port Arthur, and proceeded umr'ler its own Eastac -t ivldis s'pecial enilng pext week to | th:
steam 1o that port. All aboard are safe. The considey Lh‘e tmb“i'e;' i ’ ]
‘boat {8 expected to arrive in Duluth tomorrow | . Citizens interested in the subject, physi- | on
afteryoon. Since ¢ i ning s for i
e ; T v ¢ e tr
MANY I&HEB—IIEH N LIVES " Mr. MeCormick announced h —
; F T LOB]! ; - the 'Oak Forest Infirmary, and
. LISBON, Portugal, Dec. 6.—Eighty-two members of th 4
Portuguese fishermen lost their lves-during | 7 e
& storm this week on the coast of Portugal. | -
" The survivors;suffered severe privations, be-.
-  ing without food or: water for th’_ree_':gia’_.;fa,i :
- white heavy and cold witids prevatled. Four| . 3 : ¥ ;
men became insane, jumped overboard, and o 2 S R
wers drowned. 2 . “i| Valle Del Bravo Practically Destroy,
e ; T R 'F - by Zapata Band—Inhabitant :
BOY, FAILURE IN THE'CITY, |
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heriff Peters Assents
u} Girls Need Care.

o

)RE PLAYGROUNDS.

Chance to Enjoy Life, De-
ires the Official.

. )
ill In a state of siege from evil,
uty of communities constantly
boy and girl of naturally good
affording them wholesome en-
nd recreation, Charles W, Pe-
puty sheriff, told the Irish Fel-
resterday.
favored extension of Chicago’s
ygrounds system and the public
e those In the parks through-
and the use of public school
al- dances until other halls can

strong plea for positive efforts
>d boys and girls' from evll
1ich as public dance halls, as
inclined to delinquency and a

ribes Society’s Perils,

riff Peters said:

15 as It may be, we must con-
er 4,000 years of social order
- another, and after 2,000 years
¥, soclety is still in a constant

irty class is compelled to main-
m by force or threat of force.
ot it, we have only to notice the
s on every hand, the watchmen
en everywhere, the enormous
1les jof every nation on earth,

sums of money expended an-
istructing and maintaining safe
s, the highway robberies com-
in the most densely* part of this,
-gest cities In the world.
humliliating part of all is that
sountry on earth do the number
per capita equal those in the
s, and in no other country do the
- the lack of respect for the law
in this country.

furder Record Disgrace.

128 murders in the United States
o each 1,000,000 inhabitants. In
‘¢ are feven to each 1,000,000 in-
Che glaring discrepancy ¢f these
zen two nations so nearly alike
wernment Is a disgrace to a free

$400,000,000 a year to maintain
r our crimipals. Half a million
ppropriated every two years by
Iilinols for maintaining its penal

$6,000,000 and $7.000,000 is ap-
wnnually by the city of Chicago In
; its police force. .

Cook county $250,000 annually
ing the Criminal Court building,
he state's attorney’s force, the
w Criminal court, the criminal

s
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CRUSTED WITH ICE

1 ;
Schooners Minerva and Arizo-
na, Long Overdue, Finally
Reach Chicago.

MARSH REPORTED SAFE.

Captains Tell of Stormy Voyages;
Nothing Heard of Rouse
Simmons.

The lumber schooner Minerva, crusted with
ice, yesterday morning made the mouth of
the Chicago river, ten days overdue. When
Capt. James Ellingson, with his skx men,
left the vessel they sald they had seen enough
aof the lake for this winter.

Word was given out by the agents of the
George Marsh, another missing schooner,
that it was safe with its crew of seven. An-
other vessel which reached harbor yester-
day was the lumber scnooner Arizona. ;

The captains from both Incoming craft
agreed that the weather had been as nasty
as they had ever experienced, and they de-
clared it Impossible that the Rouse Slinm<ns
could - still be afiodt. .

Saw Nothing of “Christmas Ship.”
“ The Minerva has salled along the west
shore, the same course on which Wwas the
Rouse Simmons, the ‘Christmas ship,’ but
we saw nothing of It, and I do mot expect
ever to see Capt. Nelson or any of his men
agaln. He was a fearless man, and no other
would have stayed in that heavy sea on a bot-
tom llke his. But we never will know wheth-
er he had a chance to put to port.”
Concerning the trip of his own vessel, Capt.
Ellingson sald: -
- Capt. Cornelius McCauley, bringing in the
steamer Carolina of the Goodrich Transit
company, reported that while approaching
Milwaukee on Friday afternoon he passed
a schooner with broken mast and Jfb boom,
but apparently able to manage. =
This eraft Is assumed to be the south bound
City of Grand Haven.

Christmas Trees Washed Ashore.

The revenue cuiter Tuscarora contlnues
its search for the wreck of the Rouso Sim-
mons. Evergreen and Christmas trees have
been pulled ashore in the fishermen's nets
near Pentwater. ) ’

The committee appointed by the Lake Sea-
men's union to sell the Christmas trees res-
cued from’ the lake for the benefit of the'
widows of the Roure S!mmons’ crew wlll
take action tomorrow.

More ships disabled and driven to shelter

Chicago today. The Cora A, J. V. Taylor,
and tha John B. left Balley’s Harbor last
night.

1,000 New Pythian Knights.

A class of more than 1,000 candidates will be

[ri¢eaac

by the.storm Friday morning will arrive in’

EVE TN
[MITTVIVE ¥ § Ul‘ﬂl) UL

rnuin

Coloring of Butterine,

STUFF MAY BE POISONOUS.

Asserts Certain Ingredients Are Dan-
gerons to the Consumer.

Bamuel M. Fitch, collector of internal rev-
€nue in the Chicago district, appeared as wit-
ness before the federal grand jury yesterday.
morning and testified to the actions of his
agents in uncovering the alleged $200,000

' Oleomargarine frauds.

He said some of his detectives held that
coloring Ingredients might be poisonous.
‘Thus far the grand jury.has not been in-
formed as to the 1meﬂmd by which It is

oleo by artificial' means,

By the coloring they made the product
closely resemble butter, but instead of pay-
in the 10 cents a pound tax imposed on the
colored oleo, declared it to be uncolored and
paid % cent a pound tax.

Frequently manufacturers use olls, which
constitute a natural ingredient of the finished
oleo, and though they may also furnish a

butter color the government finds no objec-
tlon to this practice.

Gas Killn Cattle Show Viaitor.

A defective gas jet is believed to have caused
the death of Edward L. Schlimmer, a retired farmer
of Hamburg, Mich,, who was found dead In bed at
the residence of his daughter, Mrs. 5. Coleman
11339 Maud avenue, yesterday. Schllmmer was g1
years old. He was attending the live stock show,

Testifies Before Grand Jury on |

claimed the accusedicompanies colored thelr

Victor

18 i
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Cliceye
y work of informing Good
miity and condition of
| was begun.
committee is optimistie,
punts, it Ainds only about
#g° have been taken care
aps 20,000 children whose
Christmas depends upon
the good fellowship of
ve not yet * placed their

lp Fifty Families.

1 groups and organiza-
ge numbers of children.
wting of downtown club-
their intention of caring
The Fifty club, organ-
d solely for the purpoee
fifty children on Christ-
in its request agaln this
he ‘" kide' back of the

nan of the south side has
of fifteen famdlles. The
ment of the Presbyterian
and the Epworth league
1 Methodist Episcopal
tor & good number of chil-

an who takes éne or two
r two pamilies, and sees
nissed on Christmas day,
of the pleasure of good

‘hristmas Needs.
te and said that last year
d them altogether. B8he
xplained the reason was
such a large famlily that
Santa Claus of their own.
ters and four brothers,’”’
oldest is a boy 16 yg.rs
14 years old, the next-isa
am 11—then two girls, one
1 & boy 6, then a girl 4, a
te sister Rosette—she inl

(froma girl in a.'bu:nment

‘ nbnd Santa Claus to our
na has been working, but
- papa has been sick for

There is nobody work-
er, 14 years old. Bhe
There are five children

‘_u«:. o 12/79/10 ==
SCHOONERS WITH SAILSTORN | ARRESTED ON B#
REACH CHICAGO AFTER S'I'(}‘RM,f Milwaukes m:;;
| ‘ o Weight Ohecks by

The George Marsh and Hossack, Report- mosha Oonoern,

ed Lost, Finally Dock and Report
Narrow Escape.

Ice coated and with masts broken andsails
torn, the sochooners George Marsh and Hos-
sack'arrived in Chicago yesterday. The cap-

voyage in fifteen years. The ships were te-
ported missing in the storm which & sup-
posed to have sunk the Rouse Bimmona.

had been out nineteen days. DiTing the
storm  Friday morning the foretopsail was

“carried away and the jibboom was enapped

oft.

man Olpen was forced to put in at Egp Har-
bor. During the trip the Rouse Simmona
was not sighted. . :

" The Hossack arrived In a partly disabled
condition. Capt. Peter Peterson said the
Hossack was caught in the flerce gale Fri-
day morning and the topsall was torn awey.

The ship could not make headway and was
carried for several hours with the storm.

After much difficulty it rn.ohed Buailey's
Harbor.

When it was sighted from Chicago yes-
terday the tug Waukegan started out to tow
it in to dock. The lake was too rough, and
the tug was forced to turn back.

After waiting three houss the tug was abla
to reach the ship and tow it in.

BOTTLE TRAVELS | FAR AT SEA

Thrown Into “Mid-Atlantic Twenty-

: thne_szAgo,It'!‘maUptn
North Pacific. e

- Meattle, Wash., Dec. 8.—A Dottle eontaln-
ing & message purporun; 10 have been cast

the lner 'Rugla,

af OhaMila Yuta

talns of both ships reported the roughest-

i The George Marsh uﬁv‘duao’clock It |.

TUnable to weather the storm, Capt. Her-. ‘

! overboard in midatiantic by a passenger on | K

twenty-three years 8o, %:

was pickediupsa tTw days ago nearm. mouth | |
#iver. thirty miles south

Kenosha, Wis., Dex
Beneach, treasurer of
& Co., {n Milwaukee,
urday night and held
an employé of the Co
pany to falsify weight
up & .cash bond of §70(
e ————

1ce 1s.
want
you t
This v
trying
Coe
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c.. 14,—A very
of basket ball
en the Gilbert
o0l teams last
m proved its
£ the visitors
3, The teams
n size, but the
in speed and

py throughout
stice to them-
ball.
follows: For-
yrarity; center,
e and Kovach.
feree, Schram-
timekeepers,

-

AUXILIARY

lews Tribu:no)
Dec. 14.—The
:e8 held an ‘“‘at
ir Knights and
[. O. O. ¥, hall
evening, which
The following
yut: :
8,
n. response, 8ir
lano solo, Miss
aol'o. se“iected

F{gm, spmn
I"a‘iﬂ music by |

W iy

;record

LEAVES T LOOK»‘FOR '

Lady Com-|

‘Knight Pnesto

ness in SIgNt IOT NeaL sprime wwow-—

well g@r ap mcrease oxer thls derg sooesssT

THE ROUSE

: (\’ews ’Iribune Specla
SAULT STE

ton, left this evening to make search
for the long overdue Chmstmas trfe
laden schooner Rouse Sunrnons

This action is taken under the be-
lief that there may be a possﬂnlit} 1
that the schooner was stranded on |
one of the isolated islands in north-|
Lieut. ‘Wheelerj_.
will cruise among the islands as long |
as possible considering the Iateness:-'

ern Lake Michigan.

of the season.

Arrangements were completed to-
day by the Canadian government
whereby the tubs Sabin agd Schenck

‘will continue- ice breaking and keep

the channel open until the last boat
hds gope through. It will cost $300

per day for the Work Navigation is.

expected to close about Lthe 18th.

BOSTON 1S LAUNCHED
DETROIT, Mich.,, Dec. 14.—The steel
package freighter Boston was SUcCCess-
fully launched at Ecorse today. The
new steamer is owned by the Western

Transit company of Buffalo and is 370 |

feet long with 5000 tOns burden.

MALTA DEPAR’I‘S
The Malta departed early this morn-
ing for PRort Arthur in tow of the
tugs Salvor and Morrison. The Malta
departed light. The tugs
Malta up here laden w’lth flax.

* ONE HOAT ARRIVES.

éh*: s

brought the '

12 noon ﬁ.ﬁturfiay. ﬁchoolorai‘n '

MARIE, M;ch:” Dec.;
14.—The revenue cutter Mackma,w

acting under orders from  Washing- Trenca Zuraéky,'

: _‘:from chronic my
ljed from the Hc
Father Bilban _oﬂ_‘.‘i

HHERE is- no
T account; am
- you to mak:
whole thing in

Just call an
wife, niece, nep

You can fill
and an officer o

The beautif
be all ready fo

The l

iimr

The ateamer Yosemﬂé arrivoﬂ with | e

| We Solicit




| the head
are labor-
5, one the
for Poft
st down-
.r, the W,

to lock
rm. equals
last week..
1 for Chi-
morning,
tker tugs,
afternoon.
ced in the
: up there
:he storm

leir return
cona. Up
ad not v
hcona .

3 work . of
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trip of the
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the harges
hound for
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wetorg pro-
ngeaworthy

bhattle with
s yesterday
‘aterlogged,

ths barges

17.—The search for

-owner of the missing schooner,

 hoth

here while the Pickands proceeded
alone, but the government authori-.
ties demanded an investi"ation. 9

SEARCH FOR THE ROUSE -

‘SIMMONS ABANDONED :
"SAULT STE. MARIE, Mich., Dec.
: the long lost-
schooner - Rouse Simmons with her
crew of 15 men, which - was under-

taken last week by the revenue cutter

Mackinac under —orders _
treasury department, was abandoned
here today. Lleutendnt - Wheeler,
commander of -the. cutter,.and the
who
boat,

from ‘the -

was aboard ‘the government

-

STORIES THE W \N’T

From Judge. ,
\Vanted—d«amily automobll

ADS TELL.

condition.  Speed not a rec
A. Bugg. Box 5.
. (One we«,k latel)
Wanted—To ~trade  four- pa%eng"
machine for fast tunahout H. .A
Bugg, Box 5. :
(The third week.)
Wanted to exchange speedy run-
abuut for racer. H. A. Bugg, Box Bb.

(The fourth week.)
Wanted—Car capable of 50 mliles an
hour. Have slower car and some-cash.
H. A. Bugg, Box b
(The fifth week.)

Wanted—WIll  exchange residence

property and speedy car for machine
capable of developing over a mile a =
rnlnutn . A. Bugg, Box b,
('T“h(i\rbixth weeld)
Wanted—WJll exchange fast motor

car, slightly damaged, for professional
fgervicen of Arst-cliss BUTECOI. H. A.
Buge., Box 6.

declared that in’ their opinion
"the schooner became waterIogged and
iudnk with her crew.
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¢ "Clubs To Combine To Devote
" "The _Week To Interests‘_Of

Llons, Community and R‘otary'

FIND RELICS OF LOST bHIP

The flrst reIiuhle trice of the i1 rm-

ed seliomier, "HW" which] .
% hellevedto’ have bheen TosT off T'wo |
T RIvers Polnt.on Novembe J i
we hillfedd-which: wus fuund enmnglml- - L]

oy

T o

in the nets or- the I’Hhiug tug “lleln

tlver ' Just week.,

, 1018, 18|

I

_._V; st eampanles.

ACnprivine \m‘lli[\m !\Ilf?"’nwnr'r-nf the|
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oSt . every respon
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r\m that the wrecknge of
#“Christmas

boan found off Two Rivers,
Wiis, revives a favorite Christe
mastime ssory that has persisted
in this area every yoar since
12

A few weeks ago, & Milyau-
kee diver found the

disappeared in 2 sowstorm 39
years ago,
‘Wreckage Pholographed
A Teport in the Milwaikee
Jourmal said tha
rd en

w a
mumber of artifacts incl

wl with Jetters “RS,"
2 hand eranked fog homn and
two of the Ch from
the solioonpr's Lold.

istique, on
Nov. 22, 1912 with a cargo of
ristmas trecs for the
=

Storm Seals Fate

rapidly the
dawn of the 23rd when a blind- |
i sowsioam. and a drop in|
femperature combined fo seal

wilh diskress signals iving, the |
Coast Guard station at Two|
[Rivers was notlfied and sent a
34-1 power launch to
Tercue crew set Dﬂ in the
Dlizzard and searched for five |
fgurs before the mow siscken-
momentarily and they
suhud the Rouse Simmons.
] reports, the
ship was riding low In the wa-
[ter with waves brenking over
her deck, sails ripped to rib-
bons, hull and rigeing covered
it ice, Sl peading toverd
Chicago. i

OSHORN STANLEY anc Mis. Alvia Nelson look over a sczapbook of articles o
bout the "Christmas Tree Shap” which
hcl.ung & sketch which both former

'Christmas Tree Ship’
Wreckage Slgh’red

Shoved along by wiat:was o
fale,

mhooner made 100 milce w29

a | lives at 107 5. Second St was

wastied | Simmons about a mile out of
Nov,

Mos eI s by conplied 16
Thompeon. ersts :

y i
resid Press

“The captaln had been wait=
tng around for three or four
days before Nov. 22, after is
ship was loaded, He said he was
wum.ng fora ‘Inn' wind' to help
in good. time.

... When his
ship out that day, sbout 2.000
trees were in the hold and Jash-
&d to the deck,
2 Crewmen Out
“The night before the ship

T
salled, three of fhe erew quit

because thev saw rats leaving
the ship. One of the fellows
VATl She Sohomee e s 8 Pk et bim s ety
Dichigan as she be

and
wel

Bouschor's  siatement about

a5 frees for  three crew members quitting is

e 1915 utete esoe bration. substantiaied by Osborn Stan-

loy, 78, who woa'down en th

dock the aliemoon tne Hous
Simmons Ieft Thompson.

P\n—rym fn Thompeon keew

a had was coming and |

that uu: hip shouldn't leave. |

The suthenticity Dl the m@.
e iz questioned since
ver siowm Goi-the’ chpiae
widow, Barbara, for her exam-
tion. A second meseaze in o |5
bottle was found 15 years Jater
also viewed with skep i

The second mesmge
gigned ‘“Nelson, first miLs
and rea

“These lines are written !‘
|10:30 pm. Schooner 1.,
fo go down about 20 miles
southeast of Two Rivers point,
between 15 and 20 mileg off-
shore. All hands Jashed 1o one
Hine. Goodby.

ver, 10 doubt is express

od about a wallet identified s
Capt  Schuenemann'’s, which
was cast ashore and. discoverd (Taw would board
on April 23, 1024 near Two | around
Rivers. The wallet was wrapped
with oilskin: and rubber bands
and some of the papers inside
were still legible. lenough, they did senrch

The fate of the ship and ite ship,
41-year old captain has alwnys
taseinated amy, ooe hearing the
story and particularly

S'Ank-y who now lives at 520
Manistique  Ave.,

|Christmas trees “weren’t the
m]y cargo the Rouse Simmone
uesd to haul 1o Chicago,

would hide the deer lmanm
the Christmas trees, One year
e fold us he gol word, when
e stopped in a Wisconsin port
on the way to Chicago, that the

the

a line man an the “Ciseo,” the
tng which pulled the Rouse |bara

e same thing cvery-
Thomipeon was sy~

ke it the
one else in
ings

The Thompson of 1812, popiie
lation 500 was iving
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“An unpu

blished s’rory.abou’r the

Christmas Tree Ship sinking

We've all heard the stary of the
““Christmas Tree Ship"” and how she was
lost with all hands while carrying her
Christmas cargo from Thompson ta the
Chicago market in Novernber 1912. The
story has been written many times, in
publications all over the country, and
there has been some speculation that
some of the "human interest” tales
connected with this episode in marine
hlszn'y may have been invented by
ingenious writers,

For example, the following message
was reputed to have been washed up on
the shore, written on a page from the log
of the Rouse Simmons and enclosed in a
bottle:

“Friday. Everybody goodbye. | guess

we are all through. Sea washed our

deck load over Thursday. Leaking bad.
Ingvald and Steve fell overboard
Thursday. God help us.”

Historical Society

sees Anderson slides.

*'From Snow to Snow'’ was the theme

This message does have the ring of
truth about it and may actually be
genuine, but some that were published
subsequently would |ead one to wonder
whether the crew spent their last hours
wri messages instead of trying to
stay alive

At any rate, the letter that follows
affords a little background to the circum-
stances surrounding this tragedy and as
far as we know has never before been
published

“The first | ever knew of Captain
Herman Schuneman was when he sailed
the Mary Collins high and dry on the
limestone shore, one-half mile East of
Little Harbor. How this all came about
was, at Thompson they always had a
light on the South Dock to guide naviga-
tion. The pilot on the Mary Collin said,
“There’s Thompson”, and steered
directly for it. The light happened to be a

of Olive d s colored
slides of the Steuben Lake area that she
showed to members of the Schoolcraft
County Historical Society on Thursday
evening in the Manistique School Public
Library.

Mrs, Anderson also autographed
copies of her new book ‘‘Seeker at
Cassandra Marsh'’ that has just been
published.

President Narma Johnson announced
the following memorials for the building
fund had been received: Frances Beatan
for Imogene Herbert, Gertrude Overton
for Hollis H. and Maria Overton, Paul
Hanson for Charles & Myrtle Hoppins,
Signy Steen for Rev. Otto Steen, Elsa
Wahlin for John Creighton Family (Alex
o @rnttl Mre  laces Archev for lasse

In‘Gonnection, with our recent story
about the famous Christmas Tree Ship
and how she was [ost in a storm in 1912,
someona has brought us 8 newspaper

Mernories

and Myths

lamp lit in an upstairs window
in a log cabin one-half mile East of Little
Harbor. The Mary Collins was a sound
schooner, and Mr. Carrington, the pop
man from Manistique, tried in vain to
refloatit. | used to see teams with blocks
and lines go through Thompson on their
way to Little Harbor. Mr. Carrington
suffered quite a loss in this venture.

Cap Schuneman hired other boats to
carry on his Christmas tree trade, then
finally came upon the Rouse Simmons, 8
three-masted  schooner owned by
Captain Nelson. Captain Nelson and wife
who did the cooking for the crew were
always on the boat.

| worked in the woods northeast of
Thompson on what we called the ridges,
cutting trees and carrying out to 8 road,
where John Fregale with one horsé
hauled them out to the railroad. it

| worked with two sailors, John Dall
and Hogan Hogensen, Hogie was 2
happy soul and kept singing all day, but
the only song was,

'Ve vere sailing down de lake

De vind vas blowing free

It vas on a trip to Buffalo

From Mil-vau-keel™
Over and over, all day long.

One Sunday we loaded a flatcar with
trees and took them to the boat. Cap.
Schuneman had other sailors up the
DSS&A (Duluth, South Sheore and
Atlantic) who were gathering trees and
evergrens. They shipped down two
carloads, to my knowledge.

Cap bought Iots of evergreens. They
were tiad in bales, firmly pressed, from 20
to 40 Ibs. One young fellow brought Cap
a bale that seemed too heavy, so Cap
shook it and out dropped scrap iron. Cap
cheerfully told the lad to bring greens but
leave the scrap iron home. woman
who gathered mud with her greens got
the name of Mud Hen. Cap every year
used to get the tallest Christmas tree that
he could find, and present it to a leading
theater in Chicago. They in return gave
him a season's box for his family and
friends.

One year he got a 35-ft, balsam and my
father Levesett E. Williams lengthened
the reach on his wagon and hauled the
tree to the boat. Father also hauled many
evergreens to the boat for peaple

Cap used to deck over the ship wi
12 x 16-ft. hemlock boards (shiplap)

about 7 foot high, then when he reached
Chicago he would install stoves and
sewing machines and hire women to
make up evergreen wreaths, etc. Simen
Bouschor, a retired lake captain, had a
very accurate barometer and his son,
Simon Jr., who had a business in
Thompson, had it. Shortly before Cap
sailed for Chicago (on his ill-fated voyage

Both Ios.f on Lake M‘Ichlg&n
There were fwo Christmas ships

“Shinny,” which was a rudimentary form
of hackey and played about the same
way. We used to take great care each
year toselect just the right kind of curved
cedar root for the stick; and a tin can
sefved as puck. We'd give a lot to be able

fishermen on the Wiscansin side of the
Jake would become entangled with the
remains of aimless evergreens.

“So Christmas, 1912, was a 0
sadness for those who awaited the ship

time of

of Mr. Griffin's information, his account
provides details regarding the Chicago
gnd of this seasonal enterprise that add
to the human interest surrounding this
tragedy. And, of course, the mission of
the “Christmas Tree Ship" and senti-
ments of the Christmas season lend a
poignancy to this episode unmatched in
maost other marine tragedies.

The following excerpts are not stricily
speaking Manistique _history, but do
“round out” the story:

‘It was in 1887 that Capt. Herman
Schuenemann of Manistique, Mich., and
his brother, August, brought the first
boatload of Christmas trees from the
narthern tip of Lake Michigan to a river
dock on Narth Clark Street.

“The evergreens, tied in stacks that
covered the decks of the two-masted
schooner, had been cut by the
Schuenemanns and their crew in the
forests behind Manistique.

“The lake journey was hazardous -
five sleapless days and nights battling the
wintry elements -~ but safe arrival
ensumed a welcome from that first year.

“Christmas trees were not readily
available in the Chicago area. With the
massive influx of Germans during the
latter half of the 19th century, the
demand for Christmas trees here
boomed. Land transportation from the
north was poor, and the Schuenemann'’s
venture was an immediate success, Not
only could customers get trees, they
could have the fun of selecting them on
shipboard,

“The ship's arrival became an annual
social event. Whole families came to
meet it. Those whose tree-shopping time
coincided with the crew's dinner hour Us
were customarily invited ta dine on board
as well.

seven-foot tree for 75 cents or so. Some
trees 20 feet high or more were never
sold; they were given away -~ 10 Chicago
churches and orphanages

“Then, in 1898, nature extracted the
first full measure of the brothers who
trafficked in trees and good cheer. While
Herman was at home caring for the
family. lumber business, August Schue-
nemann and his crew of four died when
their boat sank in a bitter storm and the
loosed Christmas trees floated to shore.

“The next year,
mann resolved to carry on the tradition
and even to expand it, purchasing a lar-
ger, three-masted schooner, 127 ft. long.
For a quarter of a century the business
continued, with Capt. Herman and his
boat, the Rouse Simmons, becoming as.
much a part of the Chicago Christmas as
Santa Claus. But in that 25th year dis-
aster struck again, with even greater
fury.

“Schuenemann had waited out 8 long,
severe storm before leaving the Michigan
port of Thompson with 50,000 trees and
17 other men aboard ship, in 1912, Out
on the lake, the Rouse Simmons became
weighted down by sleet and snow. It
never made shore again.

“It is believed the men lost their lives
on the third day after setting sail. Exactly
what happened will never be known, but
a note later found along the Wisconsin
shoreline
mann's last record: “Friday -- evarybody
goodbye. | guess we are all through. Sea
washed over our deck load Thursday.
During the night the small boat was
washed over. Leaking bad. Ingvald and
Steve fell overboard Thursday. God help.

“The eighteen bodies were never re-
cavered, but for manths after the nets of

bara,

Herman Schuene-

by truck

was apparently Schuene we used

and he

bara Schuenemann,
first joined her husband’s crew for the
holiday venture. Actually, the trees were
transported by rail in
bad weather. But in Chicaga they were
taken aboard a schoener for sale at the
accustomed place on North Clark. Bar-
Schuenemann,
“Christmas tree  lady", carried-on the-
family tradition until she was old and
grey. Some years the trees arrived by rail,
others by ship. In 1921 the ship she had
chartered sank in Lake Superior during 3
storm just before she was ta receive it

“"After her death in 1933, her daugh-
ters maintained the business for a few
years. And then there was no more
Christmas tree ship, though there was no
shortage of trees -- evergreens brought

thetic counterparts in lightweight carry-
home boxes.”

We hadn't known before that there
were actually two ships lost in this ven-
ture; or that the family carried on until
1933. Maybe some of our readers with
long memories can verify this.

Since writing last week about the old
skating ponds we used to frequent,
someone reminded us about the games

“Pom-Pom Pullaway,” in which two
1eams gathered at opposite ends of the
rink and then skated toward each other
attempting to reach the other side with-
out being tagged by a member of the
other team. [t ended up with one kid left

sometimes this lone skater could outwit
several opponents. The other game was

ippi t Capt. Schuenemann, in- sadnes i 0
z:m‘,‘": f:té?:ab:ﬂ his family, that ap- of the Good Oid Days in Chicago....and for the widow of Her: o e
peared in the Chicago Tribune, written by Jack Orr L man Schuenemann and her three yound

i
by William Griffin- ughter y Bal
i the sources But in 1913 Chicago had a Chris!
Altbolianiiseon tkEsue = " family could take home a six - or  tree ship once more, chartered by Bar-

who in 1897 had

1913 because of

dubbed  the

and train, and their new syn-

to play on the ice, One was

was the winner. Amazingly,

Workers who quit
must wait 2 months
“for food stamps

Under a proposal made by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture,
wage-earners who quit their job without
good cause would find their families ineli-
gible for food stamps for two months.

Monroe Woods, the midwest regional
administrater of the department's Food
and Nutrition Service (FNS), which ad-
ministers the program, explains that “the
proposed regulations will ensure that an
able-bodied heads of households cannot
quit a job in order to start receiving food
stamps. The proposal implements a pro-
vigion of the Food Stamp Act of 1977."

Woods said the new rule is consistent
with the desire of President Carter's ad-
ministration and of Congress to assure
that families not in need of food stamps
not receive the benefits while doing more
to get food stamp assistance to those
who truly are in need, such as the elderly
and the working poor.

The proposed rule is published in
today's Federal Register (November 21).

Comments should be sent to Nancy
Snyder, Food and Nutrition Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Washington,
D.C., 20250. The deadline for receiving
comments is Dec. 21, 1978,

TETEETREETETRRERETTTEAEET
tn -

OLDER RESIDENTS will remember
the Coffey fish tugs and this is a good
shot of them, the Anabel on the left and
the Alice C. on the right. They were
steam powered and for their day repre-
sented quite an advance over sail for

TYTTYTY

An improvemern over saih

greater safety for the crew. Note the
built-up deckhouse on the bow for
protection from the weather. This design
has been modified over the years in order
to lower the center of gravity and reduce
rolling, and also to reduce wind
i The photo was lent by Alice

their greater y. as well as

\

Modders, whose mother was & (Coffey
and who therefore comes by her name
naturally. See this week's Memories
column for some details on the {'amous
““Christmas Tree Ship.”’

- J.0.) Sam told him that the barometer
was ‘way low and falling, and he better
wait. My father told Cap that he would
never make that trip by water, but to go
by rail. Cap said he wouldnt miss that
trip for anything.

Nov. 22, 1912 was the last of the
Rouse Simmons. Mrs. Schuneman came
to Thompson for several years and
shipped trees and greens by rail, but this
work is for a man. She felt that people
were taking advantage of her. She told
me that Hogan Hogensen who went to
Chicago by rail after he saw the rats
|eaving the Rouse Simmons was killed in
a saloon brawl.”

The letter was written by the late
Ernest Williams.

OUR REQUEST FOR A photo of the
Gifford was answered by one of our
readers. The Gifford, as you may recall
from recent columns, was Manistique’s
steam tug, handling any and all marine
chores of our port and sometimes even
venturing out into the lake to bring the
lumber barges into dock. We can't ex-

primary.

Deadline approaches for
applications to service academies

The deadline for those northern Michi-
gan young people who are interested in
itting applicati for ination ta
U.S. Service Academies is Oct. 31,
Congressman Philip E. Ruppe announc-
ed today.

Ruppe said any youth between the
ages of 17 and 21 is eligible for the class
which will enter July 1979, provided he or
she is a legal unmarried resident of the
11th  District. ~Those interested in
applying should write Congressman
Ruppe at 203 Cannon House Office
Building, Washington, D.C: 20515.

The I most qualified will_be

to four of the service
academies--Military (West Point), Naval,
Air Force and Merchant Maririe. Those
who are interested in the Coust Guard
Academy are encouraged to write
directly to the Director of Admissions,
United States Coast Guard Academy,
New London, CT 06320.

Ruppe also mentioned the Cireat Lakes
Maritime  Academy (GLMA) which
prepares young men and women 1o serve
as officers aboard Great Lakes vessels..
Those interested should write the Dean
of Admissions, Northwestern College,
1701 Front St., Traverse City, M| 49684,

e}

nominated

November

Davidson.

Thompson A\

By Charlene Turek 341-6188

¢ 30, 1978 The Menistique Pionaer-Tribun:

e 1B

plain how her home port came to be
Thompson, unless that was her port of
origin or maybe the home port of her
puilder or original owner. Notice the
heavy towing bits at the after end of the
deckhouse. The people on the deck are
Ruth and Ellen Sandberg, and a Mr.

Spending a few days visiting relatives
in Manistique and Cooks were Ernest
Bockney of West Bend, Wis, Mrs.
Gaylord (Kathryn) Morse of Fond du Lac,
Wis., and Mrs. Maynard Morse of
Kaukauna Wis. They visited here last
Saturday with their brother and his
family, the Harry Hastings. t

Thanksgiving dinner guests of Harry Harry Hastings farm
and Elaine Hastings were: her sister an
family, Helen and Martin Cousineau, an
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family, Bruce and
Nani Rubick, all of

Cousineau.

d  Stanley home. They

son Skeeter; the Hastings daughter and

Rita Rossier and

children Noelella, Becky, and Brucie; and

Manistique. Also at

home were Noel Hursh and Boyce Binky

Martin and Helen Cousineau are fixing
up a place to put their trailer home on the

on the corner of the
will move as soon as

d the new place is ready.



icrew to witriéss her passing,

_Troudle Anead -
"That crazy Dutchman's

going out in this," he yelled
ahove the wind. ""And him

L")
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Age has somewhat deterlorated thxs phdtograph of the Rouse Slmmons

Schooner Tragedy Sank
Old Time Yule Custom

By Robert W. Wells
of The Journal Staff

When the “"Rouse Simmons" went
down with all hands during a storm in
1912, hundreds of Chicagoans who had
planned to buy their Christmas trees
from its captain had to make other plans.

Last week, after 59.years at the bottom
of Lake Michigan, two of the trees ar-
rived in Milwaukee, proof that the wreck-
age of the ”Chrlstmas Tree Slup" has at
last been found.

The finder is a Milwaukee dlver, G,
Kent Bellrichard, 2570 S. Kinnickinnic
Ave, Diving alone off Two Rivers sevetal
weeks ago, he swam down to the wreck
of the three masted schooner, the first
man to see it since it disappared while a
Cost Guard crew was trying to reach it
and rescue the 16 to 19 persons aboard.

Since then, Bellrichard and John '

R. Steele, board chairman of ‘the First
National Bank of Waukegan, another div-
ing hobbyist, have filmed the wreck. -

. Its name is clearly visible in the movie

they made nearly 180 feet below the

lake's surface, proving that a report of
several yéars back that the Christmas
Tree Ship had washed ashore at Luding-
ton, Mich., was in error. ‘

Of the hundreds of vessels-that have
perished in Lake Michigan, the Rouse
Simmons is one of the best known for
several reasons.

The Milwaukee built schooner was one
of the last of the cargo carrying sailing
ships that had once been the Great
Lakes' principal mearis of transport.

A painting of the Rouse Simmons bya

Milwaukee artist, Bob Heuel, is usedon , -

checks of the Marine Nauonal Exchange
Bank, spreading its fame.

Besidegs, the story of its disappearance
with a hnstmas trée cargo has been a
favorite of newspaper feature wi‘ars in
‘Wisconsin and Illinois for years, revived
periodically for the holiday season, .

Beginning in 1887, when Capt. August
Schuenemann first tied up his sailing
ship with its cargo of Upper Michigan
greenery af the Clark St. bridge, it be-

" Turn to Ship, page 4, col. 3
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tain's wallet was found, but
i pursuing his hobhy of

wreck hunting he talked to
the son of the man who dis-

covered 1t.

I\ﬂ, a Haud viauncu IUE'.
horn and the two trees.

- ‘Last week, Bellrichard pre-.
sented: one of the trees to
John C. Geilfuss, president.of
the Marine National. which
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From page 1
a0tk

Yme a pleasant annual cus-
tom for Chicagoans to buy
their yule evergreen at dock-
side.
Jolned by Brother -

_August was soon joined by

his brother, Herman, and
when August went down
with a shipload of trees in
1898, Herman carried on the
family business, By 19812,
when the Rouse Simmons dis-
appeared, the habit of buying
Christmas trees from the
S]cdhuenemanns was 25 years
old.

Other lake captains had
followed the brothers' exam-
- ple and Milwaukeeans of 60
or 70 years &go-also got their
trees from Wooden ships
moored in the Milwaukee
River. But by 1912, the day
of the commercial sailing trip

was about over and the
Rouse Simmons was the last
or one of the last to carry
trees from the northwoods to
Lake Michigan ports.

. Built in Milwaukee

Herman Schuenemann had

bought this.schooner in 1910.
It had been built three years
after the Civil War by Allan,
McClelland & Co., a Milwau-
kee shipyard, and named for.
a Kenosha merchant.

The Rouse Simmons was
127 feet long and 2714 feet
wide. She carried three
masts, fore and aft riggebl,
and by the time Schuene-
mann set sail ¢n:Nov. 22, -
1912, from Thompson, a few
-miles west of Manistique,
Mich., the schooner was a
veteran of 44 years spent °
mostly in the lumber trade.

The hold was crammed full
of Christmas trees and others
were lashed to the deck. The
trees had been’ growing in
cutover ‘acreage left behind
by the lumberjacks who had,
nearly denuded northern
Wisconsin and Upper Michi-
gan of the virgin pines.
| _Forecasts Ignored.

. Aboard the Rouse Sim-
mons was a crew of seven,
along with perhaps-a dozen
lumberjacks who were hitch-
ing -a ride south to spend

Christmas in Chicago. Hop-

ing to deliver his trees by

Thanksgiving, the 41 year-old

skipper - ignored threats of

heavy weather and set out on
what was ‘usually a five day
| trip. -
As the 'schooner headed
south, . she ‘was sighted bya.
steam tug that was hauling
another salling ship into

Manistiquq;;:?, escape the

stormr, “D elif'n 1.5 Gallagher,

.skipper of the tug,.called his

‘crew to witniess her passing.

) Trouple Anead

""That crazy Dutchman's
going out in this,'"" he yelled
‘above the wind. "'And him
w_li",th every inch of canvas
up! ) o
. - Shoved.along by what was
rapidly becoming a gale, the

Cimmane mada 1AM cailan Le.

Sl mbops Made.
OO0 I/ leS b/

v

Sunday;:

December 5, 1971

dawn of the 23rd. No one can
know exactly what happened
aboard the old schooner, but
\the skipper was a skilled sail-
or and by now it must have
been obvious to him that he'd
made’a mistake in setting
out.

that he was trying to reach
safety in' Baileys Harbor. If
50, a sudden shift in the wind
and a quick drop in tempera-
ture spoiled the plan,

A blinding snowstorm be-
gan, Even more seriously, the
water washing over the ever-
greens lashed to the deck was
freezing into ice. .

Ice Adds Weight
Contrary to reports at the
time, Bellrichard's .and

Steele's explorations ‘of:'the

ship indicate that she was not
.overloaded. But the ice that
formed in the trees both
above and below deck must
have weighted many tons,
adding a burden that proved
fatal. o

The Rouse Simmons - was
sighted of f Kewaunee, dis-
tress signals flying. The
Coast Guard station “there
‘called coastguardsmen at
Two Rivers, where a 34 foot
power launch was available, °

The: rescue créw set off In
the blizzard, For five hours
they were buffeted without
seeing the ship. But then the
snow slackened momentarily
and there she was in the'dis-
tance — sails ripped to rib-
bons, hull and rigging cov-

ered with ice, riding low in'’

the water with the waves®
breaking over her deck, still

T

Some historians believe

heading toward Chicago with
her Christmas cargo.

The povrer launch hurried
to the rescue. But then the’
blizzard began in full fury
again, the ship disappeared
in the swirling flakes, never
to be seen again—never, that
is, until Kent Bellrichard
found her. "

There are a hundred other
wrecks in the vicinity of

 Rawley Point, s e ven miles
north of Two- Rivers, Bell-
richard said, The names of
most of them have long since
‘been forgotten. 5

But the Rouse Simmons
seemed to rest uneasilyzimber
grave. Only a few ¥ af-
ter the sinking, what seémied
to be a message from her
dead captain ‘floated ashore
in a sealed bottle.

VEverybody Goodby" .

Written on a page from the
ship's-log and signed by Her-
man Schuenemann, it read:

“'Friday. Everybody good-
by. T guess we are all
through. Sea washed over
our, deck load, Thursday.
Leaking bad. Ingvald and
Steve fell overboard Thurs-
day. God help us."

For reasons mow unclear,
the skipper's widow was nev-
er shown, the note and there
have been doubts of its au-
thenticity. There is even
more skepticism about anoth-
er message in a bottle that
did not show up until 15
years after the shj]f{ef,&f“sap-

Bt

.peared.

This one was ostensibly
signed by Nelson, the first
mate,: and read: ''These !'lges__

are written at 10:30 p.m.
Schodner R. S, ready to go
down about 20 miles south-
east of Two Rivers point, be-
tween 15 and 20 miles joff
shore. All hands lashed. to
one line. Goodby."'

Whatever the status of
these bottled dispatches may
be, there seems no doubt
about a find made near Two
Rivers on April 23, 1924. It
was identified as Capt.
Schuenemann's wallet,
which 'had been sealed
against the weather. When it

" washed ashore, some of the

papers inside were still leg-
ible. .
Hobby Pursued

The captain’s widow "had
continued to sell Christmas
‘trees in Chicago each year,
but after her death in 1933
the last link with the Christ-
mas Tree Ship days was bro-
ken. . 3

Bellrichard, a high frequen-
cy sound technician at the
Ladish Co., was not born un-
til 18 years after the cap-
tain's wallet was found, but
in puTsu
wreck hunting he:talked to
the son of the man who-dis-
covered it,

Albert Lee of Two Rivers *

remembered  the incident. As
a retired fisherman, he had
also heard tales of how
Christmas ‘trees from the
'wreck had clogged fisher-
/men's nets. He had some no-
tion about where the ship
might be found, as did others
whom Bellrichard consulted.

Meanwhile, the Milwaukee -

diver got interested in explor-
ing another wreck in the vi-
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Wreck Of‘Old- Schooner F‘_ound Off
Two Rivers

“cinity, the steamer Vernom,

which went down with a loss
of 50 lives in October, 1887
He made dives to explore this
wreck, some with other di-
vers. 0 : .
Sedrch for Simmons

Late in October, he bor-
rowed Steele's hoat. to visit
the Vernon, The banker was
busy elsewhere so couldn't
come alon g Steele's boat
was equipped with more so-
phisticated sonar than that
‘aboard Bellrichard's smaller’
craft and when the Milwau-
keean couldn't find the buoy
marking ;the Vernon's posi-
tion, he decided to go hunting
for the Christmas Tree Ship.

I put the sonar transduc-
er in the water and started to
chrug north to. where I
thought the Simmons might
be," he sald last week. 'l
kept ‘searching for about an
hour. No targets showed up.

"The poat turned broad-
side and, as I was drifting
northwest, I got a signal on

* the sonar. It sounded like &

big school of fish,

"] put her in gear and

made one pass over the top.
It had started to blow pretty
fierce out of the southeast
and it took over two hours to
get the grappling ‘hooks to
hold so I could go down. "

Descending into the murky
water, Bellrichard was able
to identify the wreck as a
‘schooner. It could be the Sim-
mons, but he couldn't be
sure. While he was exploring
it, his light went out.

Considering the weather”’
and the fact that he was"
alone, Bellrichard decided::
one dive that day was.
enough. When he came back,
Steele joined him. On the
third- dive, they' discovered
the schooner's name on the
quarter boards, just above:
the gunwales near the back
of the ship. S

Mystery Ends

When their light picked
out the letters that spelled
"Rouse Simmoun's," they
knew that the fate of the
Christmas Tree Ship was no -
longer a mystery. Crowded in

its hold were the remains of
hundreds of Christmas trees
that had never reached Chi-
cago's Clark St. Bridge. 5

The divers brought up a
number of artifacts — a
china bowl with the letters,
"RS," a hand cranked fog-
horn and the two trees.

‘Last week, Bellrichard pre-
sented: one of the trees to
John C. Geilfuss, president of
the Marine Natlona), which
will display it in its lobby
starting Monday. In view of -
all the exposure the bank has -
given the Simmons on ‘its
checks, the diver felt the Ma-
rine National was one place
where a bald Christmas tree
would be appreciated.

Meanwhile, there are thase
two salvaged Christmas trees
just in time for the current*
holiday season, but 59 years
too late for the Chicago chil-
dren who kept looking for the

Christmas Tree Ship's ap-

pearance so the 1912 festivis

ties could begin. >



THE GHRISTMAS
TREE SHIP

Mrs. Herman Scheunemann and
Daughter Elsie Take Up
Work of Husband and
IFather.

a8y

Mrs. Herman Scheunemann and
daughter Elsie who has been in the |

vicinity for some time buying and |
'shipping Christmas trees to Chicago |
left for that place Saturday after |
anishing up the season’s work.

Ever since the death of her hus-
band, Mrs. Scheunemann has fol-
lowed his work, which our readers
will remember came to an end by the|
wrecking of his boat on the return
to Chicago when he 'and the crew
perished.

‘The following article accompanied
by an illustration of Miss Elsie
Scheunemann, appeared recently in
a Detroit paper:

The “Christmas ship” has reached
Chicago on its annual visit, but now
it is in charge of a woman instead

of Capt. Herman Scheunemiann, who
for many years brought the cargo of
Christmas trees and other greenery
to delight the hearts of Chicago chil-
dren.

Miss Elsie Scheunemann has  in-
herited her father’s love for the
work, and since he was lost tihree
years ago, when the “Christmas
ship” and its cargo and crew were
lost in Lake Michigan, she has car-
ried on his work of bringing trees|
from the woods of northern Michigan |
to this city.

“Oh, it is splendid!” she exclaimed
yesterday when the C. H. Hackley
had docked at the Clark street bridge.
“I really don’t know which I like bet-
ter, the lake or the woods. Mother
and I go out into the forest and. di-
rect the cutting of the trees, and we
go up and back in the boat—though
of course Captain Sullivan, my fath-
er's old friend, directs the sailing of '
the ship. 4

“And the crew is splendid, too.
Why, we made this last trip in only
l14 days from the northern Michigan




“CHRISTMAS TREE
LADY" SUMMONED

‘Mrs. B. Schuenemann, Well

Known In County, Dies

i

|

| In 7
 glad)sess

| Mrs. Barbara Schuenemann,
iwho gained the title of “The
Christmas Tree Lady” following
the tragic death of her husbhand,
‘Captain Schuenemann, when the
‘Rouse Simmons sank in TLake
i Michigan some years ago, died at
lher home in Chicago last week.
[Captain Schuenemann came fo
| Manistique and Thampson for!
A . many vears and took loads of
Mrs. Sigrid Hurding EChrigtn.ias trees to Chicago. Mrs
Schuenemann econtinved the busy
iness after her hushand’s death
and on her frequent visits here
made many friends,

The Chicago Tribune curried =
picture of Mys. Schuenemann and
‘the following ascount of her
death:

“Mrs.  Barbara  Schuenemann,
{“The Christmas tree lady,” died
suddenly last night in her home at
158 Eugenie street. Death was due
{to heart disease.
| “Mrs. Schuenemann was the
|widow of Captain Herman Schu-
lenemann, who brought Chicago its
[first boatloadof Christmas trees in
ilSST. In 1912 Capt. Schuenemann
(went down in a ferrific lake storm
|as he was Dbringing a cargo of
Christmas trees to Chicago on ihe
iRouse Signmons.

i “His widow continued his work,
ltaking the helm of various craft:
Ito bring trees to the city each
[ Yuletide for many years. Since,
11925 trees have been  brought by
freight cars to her warchouse,

v “Mrs. Schuenemann is survived.
by three daughters, Mrs, DElsie
{Roberts, Mrs.* Hazel Gronemarn,
jand Mrs. Pearl Ehling, and two
{grandchildren. Tunerar services
: ; (will be held Monday mornine in
: " s ‘ {St. Paul’'s Evaneelical Lutheran
The Rouse Simmons sank in a Lake Michigan storm off Two Rivers Point in 1912. -y i P aEs
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Tales, ballad tell story of Christmas tree ship

By Jay Joslyn

“This Is the tale of the Christmas
ship

That sailed o'er the sullen lake,

And of sixteen souls that made the
trip,

And of death in the foaming
wake.”

Vincent Starrett

T et R

H 4
The anchor of the Rouse Simmons, retrieved in 1972, is part of a

Vincent Starrett’s many-quatrain
“Ballad of the Christmas Ship”
appeared in the Chicago Daily News
to memorialize the loss of the Rouse
Simmons in a Lake Michigan storm
off Two Rivers Point on the night of
Nov. 22-23, 1912.

For 28 years the family of Capt.
Herman Schuenemann, who went
down with the Rouse Simmons, took
Christmas trees to Chicago to sell

e LS =

memorial located at the entrance of the Milwaukee Yacht Club.

-— Sentinel photo by Richard F. Bauer

from the Clark St. Pier. After the loss
of the Rouse Simmons, the captain's
widow continued the Christmas tree
service until she died in 1933.

In 1972, divers retrieved the
anchor from the Rouse Simmons
wreck on the lake bottom. The
anchor has been incorporated into a
memorial at the entrance of the
Milwaukee Yacht Club.

Over the years the Rouse Simmons
has been remembered in articles,
stories, songs, pictures and an
imaginative television film.

The Press of the Rampant Lion at
5358 Bloomingdale Ave., Chicago, IlL.
60639, will commemorate the 75th
anniversary of the Rouse Simmons’
loss by producing an album of 20
post cards including six cacheted
post cards mailed on the anniversary
dates from the Michigan towns
important to the Christmas ship
story.

The Rouse Simmons deserves all
this attention. The Schuenemann
family's activity was more than a
business. It was a seasonal tradition
that deserved remembrance.

However, the Rouse Simmons was
not the only Christmas ship. There
were at least three other fishing
schooners involved in the trade and
one of them disappeared in a cloud of
mystery.

According to Great Lakes
historian Walter Havighurst, among
the schooners that reefed their sails
to hazard the deadly November
storms to carry Christmas trees from
the Upper Peninsula to Chicago,
Detroit and Cleveland were the
Rouse Siminons, the Charles Hackley
and the Thomas Hume, owned by
Hackley Hume of Muskegon, Mich.

The Schuenemann family obtained
the Rouse Simmons and the Charles
Hackley and began its own
Christmas tree service in 1887.

In 1898, Capt. Herman

Schuenemann’s brother August, in
the Charles Hackley, was lost with a
load of Christmas trees just as he left
the Schuenemanns' home port of
Manistique, Mich.
The mystery involved the Thomas
ume.

The Rouse Simmons, under the
command of a Capt. Dane, cleared
Chicago harbor one autumn
afternoon in 1882 for a run across
the lake to its home port in
Muskegon. There was a light breeze
and Capt. Dane reported later that 20
ships had been sighted in the

The Rouse Simmons sank in a Lake Mich

Chicago-Muskegon lane that night.

Nevertheless, the Thomas Hume
and the Rouse Simmons separated
during the night and the Thomas
Hume was never seen again.

For several seasons the owners
sent Capt. Dane to ports of call
seeking information about the
Thomas Hume. His quest was
without success.

For a time lake harbors were
abuzz with the speculation that the
crew had captured the Thomas
Hume, changed its riggings and

igan storm off Two Rivers Point in 1912,

continued to sail on the lakes.
However, families of the crew
continued living in Muskegon and the
missing men never returned

Mrs. Schuenemann continued the
Christmas tree tradition by bringing
the trees from Thompson and St.
James, Mich., by rail and
transferring them to a showcase
schooner at the Clark St. Pier. She,
her two daughters and other women
from the Upper Peninsula ran the
shipboard sale and added to their
stock by weaving evergreen wreaths
and festoons.

=



Christmas
cont.

Continued from Page 1A

Mr. Anderson harvesied would-be
Christmas trees and sold them to the
caplain to take to Chicago. Ander-
son often made the voyage himself.

"My dad used to run lumber
camps up ncar Moran and Shingle-
ton," Mrs. Harding said. "He cut
timber for the Chicago Lumber
Company.

“Dad used to hire men that used to
come here with Schuenemann's
Christmas Tree Boat. He hired them
and they warked in the camps,” Mrs.
Hurding said.

The Rouse Simmons' yuletide
route was a boon 1o the Manistique-
arca cconomy. Chrstmas trees had
1o be sclected and harvested, then
hauled down by rzil or wagon W the
wailing ship.  Women and girls
wrapped and tied the trees in bundles
to protect the branches.

"l helped wrap the big pieces of
tar rope to keep the limbs from
breaking,” Mrs. Harding said.
“Many a time I've helped with that,
when | was just a kid."

As the populurity of the Christ-
mas Tree Ship grew, sewing ma-
chines were loaded on 1o the ship so
women could make wreaths on the
spet in Chicago.

On Nov. 22, 1912, the Rouse
Simmons was ready to sail, that
time out of Thompson, despite
protests of sailors and Capt. Nelson.
‘The ship reportedly was already car-
rying some 50,000 trees, about
twice its normal foad.

Yet the boat wuited for more trees
to come, silting ot Thompsen's dock
number 15, A couny historisn said
every ship thal feft out of that dock
h: unk with luss of life.
here were iwo  carloads of
Christmas trees that were coming
from up ncar the Soo (Sault St
Marie, Mich) znd they didat get
here in thme,” Mrs. Hurding said.

"So Dad said he'd stay here and
see thet the cars were shipped to
Chicags. And was all the lrees
she had that y

Those two
Chicago, ace

ouds went by rail to
Mr. Ap-

Af tha

Manistique Pioneer Tribune

Mrs. Sigrid Hurding

The rest is, well, history. Mrs.
Schu and her daughters con-
tinued fo bring trees from Michigan
by rail.

Gradually Lake Michigan gave up
hints of the wreckage -- rolling
pines for morc than a decade,
Schucnemann’s wallet in 1924 and
also in 1924 a skull suspected to be
that of-a Rouse Simmons crew mem-
ber.

Reports say it wasn't until Octo-
ber, 1971, that the wreckage was
found off Two Rivers Point. The
craft was pearly intact with name
boards up and the hold filled with
rolting pines.

Mrs. Schuenemann and her daugh-
ters continued the family business,
selling the trees nostalgically from
a docked ship until no more ships
were available. Mr. Andersen con-
tinued o help them.

“He used to go down every year
and help her with the green stuff,”
Mrs. Harding said.

The family sold trees until 1933
when Mrs. Schuenemano_died.

dated Nov. 22 1987

Storics about the Rouse Simmons
arc as varicd as thcy arc many this
time of year, Somec accounts claim
that Captain Schucnemann’s wifc had
no tees at all 1o scll in 1912 after
the ship went dewn in a storm. Oth-
crs claim that Mrs. Schuencmann
used another ship that year.

Sigrid (Anderson) Harding of
Manistique will tell you differently
It was her father, Peter Anderson,
who helped Mrs. Schuencmano sell
two carloads of trees U ear.

Sunday, Nov. 22 will mark the
75th anmiversary of the final clear-
ance of the Rousc Simmons, the
magnificent schoener affectionately
known as the Christmas Tree Ship.
Yearly the ship docked at Manistique
Harbor and was loaded with Michi-
gan pines for Chicago buyers.

The ship, Chicago-bound and
loaded with Christmas trces, was
partially owned by Captain Herman
Schuencmann. The ship went down
in a storm in the vicinity of Two
Rivers, Wis., taking with her the
lives of Schucnemunn, about 15
crew members and the wife of
Captain Charles Nelson, Schucne-
mann's partacr and also partial own-
er.

The Anderson family knew the

| Schuenemanns well. Mr. Anderson

provided the caplain with Lrees and
Mrs. Harding as a girl helped annu-
ally to bundle the trces togelher.
“The caplain and his wifc made their
home with the Andersons when they
were in Manistique.

The Schoolcralt County Historical
Society interviewed Mrs. Harding,
who is 96, last ycar. As Mrs. Hard-
ing talked about her life, the story
unfolded of her family's connection
to the Rouse Simmons,

Mr. Anderson came from Sweden
with his wife, Charlolte, and their
two oldest children and scttled in
‘Thompson. They had five more
children, Sigrid being the fifth of

seven. Mr. Anderson worked as

Christmas

Mrs. Harding remembers
Trée Ship well

yor -- known as “timber
cruisers” then -- for the government
and later ook orders for enlarpement
pictures.

When Sigrid was nine, the Ander-
sons moved into u house on the
corner of Chippewa and Otter in
Manistique. The Andersons let
rooms o boarders, including Cap*

Mrs. Sigrid Harding and her first born, Herbert, in

tain Schuenemann and his wife, Bar-
bara.

When the Rouse Simmons was
docked ut Manistique Harbor, Sigrid
and her mother would walk down the
railroad trucks o south Manistique,)
delivering the Schucnemann’s mail
o them at the harbor

Contlnued on page 44
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Bottle washed up on'§Har
“with'note

By KAREN SURRATT

. Elizabeth Barerlin

"doesn’t like' being in the

-limelight. e i
In'fact, the 91 year old

resident of Luther Manor
probably would: prefer tg

blend quietly into the pas-- -

tel “ surroundings of the.

immaculate nursing home .

where she lives,

. She politely'toi‘d report-
ers at a récent showing of
‘“The Christmas Tree

Ship” that, “I don't likeall - {
of this notoriety, I'm not -

used to it."

Elizabeth Barerlin’is the
only known living relative

of Capt. Herman Schuene-

mann, ' the master .of " a -

cargo schooner that -has -
“come to be known as “The

Christmas Tree Ship.” ;.

The . ship, - whose " rea]
name is the Rouse .Sim-

mons, sank-with its entire
crew in the icy waters of

o

Lake Michigan in 1912,.
The ship ' was lost for 59

years until 1971, when an

amateur diver, Kent Bell- -
richard, found it in deep -

water nine ‘miles north-
east of Two Rivers. .

 WTMJTV 'made a doc-

umentary film about the,

ship and |its sinking.| It |
tells the story of how the,::

captain- each year -Joaded
the ship.in-Michigan with
Christmas trees to sell in

Chicago. It was first-

shown to 'television audi-
ences in November, 1975,

It was known that -

Capt. Schuenemann had a

living relative in Wiscon. -

able to locate her. while
Tresearching the film.

vessel that'lay undiscoy-

ered in Lake Michigan for . "
. more than half a century, -

the pleasant Mrs. Barerlin
wouldn’t have minded if
she, too, were not espe-

cially noticed among the -

other nursing home resi-
dents.

- But like it or not, Mrs.

Barerlin'was the center of -

attention: recently as re.

. porters converged on her,

“Is this ‘the first time
you've seen the. movie,

Elizabeth?” “Did you see -

nursing home residents -

inquired. A couple of the

.it before on TV?" Fellow -

- began.

— Sentinel

Photo by Ernest W. Anheuser

e ELIZABETH BARERLIN

)

women reached over to

" tap her lightly, as it was

announced that “the niece

‘of the captain of the

Chrismas Tree Ship lives
at our home.” : ;

“The film was being

- shown to Luther Manor
- residents. ;

Mrs. Barerlin, dressed
in a navy blue, red and-
white dress sprinkled.
with diamond and flower
patterns, sat with ‘hands !
neatly placed in the'center
of her lap s the movie

As the film narrator's
voice ‘announced that

i J " Lake Michigan’s: “bottom
sin, but WTMJ .was un- . is a graveyargd” of' ships
. i-wrecked in storms “‘that
“'most of us never see from

Like hér uncle’s sunken

'shore,” Mrs. Barerlin 'sat
with tiny feet in navy
shoes placed’ neatly: to-
gether under her chair.

Asked - ‘Whether she
remembered anything
about her uncle, Mrs. Bar-
erlin replied, “Oh :yes, I
was 27 years old the year
‘he set sail, so I remember
a great deal, He was my
mother’s brother,” she

“‘continued. “We "thought
-an awful lot of him.”

Mrs.- Barerlin said her

 mother ‘used to “make
- wreaths and gvergreen,
ropes” from the Christmas";

trees, which her. Uncle
Herman would purchase

in Thompson, Mich., each
year.

Mrs. Barerlin said she
had been aboard the
Rouse Simmons ‘‘many,
many times.”

“I'd even eat on the ship

when it was docked at the

' Clark Street bridge, be-

, cause we used to live in
Chicago.”

During the showing of
““The .Christmas Tree
Ship,”} Mrs. Barerlin's
small hands clutched a
tiny flowered pouch. She

+ 'opened and closed the lit-

.tle purse several times as
the diver talked about dis-
covering the wreckage of

" the ship. "

“He'll never make it,

he'll never make it, he'll
never be back in my meat
market again,” the daugh-

- ter of a Thompson (Mich.)
grocer depicted in the film
‘remembered her father
saying as Capt. Schuene-
mann set sail on Nov. 22,
1912,

Mrs. Barerlin clutched
her flowered purse even
tighter as the film’s narra-
tor interviewed people

who remembered “The
Christmas Tree Ship's"

. last voyage, .
- The »daughtei‘ .of the

i Michigan grocer was
" being _interviewed again -

as behe quoted Mrs. Barer-

(57 7

e

from Uncle Herman

lin’s uncle replying, "“The
people of Chicago have to
have their Christmas
trees.”

The Rouse Simmons
never made it to Chicago.
The ship was overloaded
with evergreens, and it set
sail during what was
called “The Big Storm"” —
the worst they could re-

.member on the Great

Lakes back then.

Elizabeth Barerlin’s
hands began to squeeze
one another, she picked at
her nails and opened her
purse, pulling out a hand-
kerchief that muffled a
quiet cough.

These gestures were in
response to witnesses on
film who recalled a cap-
tain's pocketbook, Christ-

' mas trees being washed

ashore and a bottle with a
message. ‘

The bottled message
read in part — *“Friday
-+. BgUeSs we're all
through .... God help
us.” It was signed “Her-
man Schuenemann.”

The handkerchief came
out of the blue flowered
pouch once more. This
time to wipe at moistened
eyes.

Later,. asked how she
felt about the film, Mrs.
Barerlin said, “It was in-
teresting, but of ‘course it
was sad for me. I felt very
sad because I remembered
S0 many good things
about him in our home
and in his home.”

She said, “Aunt Barbara
made him promise it
would be his last trip.

“Of course, when he
told us it would be his last
trip, none of us knew ‘that
it really would.”

Mrs. Barerlin remem-
bered when the bottle
with the message from
her 42 year old uncle
washed to shore. She said,
“We were all very thank-
ful when that washed
ashore.”

. Mrs. Baierlin revealed a

bit of family pride.

“He was really my un-
cle,” Mrs. Barerlin said,
“No doubt about it. I
looked. up my baptismal
records recently and he

'waf listed as my godfath-

€er.,
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Shipwreck

The ghost of Christmas past
rests beneath
waters of Lake Michigan

By SUZANNE KAUTSKY WEISS
Sentinel correspondent

Two Rivers — The ghost of Christmas past rests beneath the cold,
murky waters of Lake Michigan, about 9 miles northeast of Two
Rivers. wh

The ghost is the hull of the Rouse Simmons. The Christmas past was
1912,

It was in late November that the 127-foot, three-masted schooner,
also know as “The Christmas Tree Ship,” was loaded down with
evergreens for the Chicago market.

The 7- and 8-foot balsam and spruce trees, cut from the woods
surroznding Thompson in Michigan's Upper Peninsula, would fetch
between 75 cents and $1 each irom Chicagoans eagerly awaiting their
arrival.

The Rouse Simmons traditionally docked at the Chicago River's
Clark Street bridge, an evergreen tied to its foremast signaling the
start of the Christmas season.

As the crew prepared to set sail that year on the five-day, 300-mile
trip, the skies looked threatening.

Capt. Herman Schuenemann, an experienced sailor who also had a
reputation for being ambitious, ignored storm warnings. He knew if he
didn't get his cargo to market by early December, it would be
wortkless. At the last minute, he even added an extra load to the ship’s
deck. 1
The Schuenemann family had been plying the Christmas tree trade
since the 1880s. In 1910, Herman Schuenemann purchased an interest
in the ship, which hac been built in Milwaukee in 1868 by Allan,
McClelland & Co. for the lumber trade.

As other vessels hurried toward safe harbors that fateful day, the
Rouse Simmoas, described as looking like a “floating forest,” headed
for open waters.

That night. the ship was hit with strong winds and cold snows.
Waves splashing the deck coated the trees with ice, and the ship
succumbed to the weight. It is believed she sank around Nov. 23 with ;
about 16 crew, members aboard: Dan Hildebrand, an amateur historian and diver schooner that sank in Lake Michigan in 1912.

from Manitowoc, holds the remains of one of the Artifacts from the ship are on display at the Rogers
SEEPAGE 6 / SHIP  Christmas trees from the Rouse Simmons, a -‘Street Fishing Village Museum in Two Rivers.
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MANITOWOC MARITIME MUSEUM photo

| The 127-foot, three-masted schooner, Rouse Simmons, was known

as “The Christmas Tree Ship.”

‘e

The ghost of Christmas past
rests beneath Lake Michigan

SHIP / FROM PAGE 1

The Life Saving Station at Two
Rivers was notified that a
three-masted schooner flying distress

signals was spotted off of Kewaunee.

A rescue boat searched the lake
and returned home empty, but
fishermen for years afterward were °
reminded of the disaster by the
remnants of Christmas trees that

washed up in their nets and on shore.

A message from Schuenemann
was found in a bottle on a Sheboygan
| beach shortly before Christmas,

“Everybody Goodbye. I guess we
are through. Leaking bad . . . God
Help Us,” it read.

Thirteen years later, the captain's

Two Rivers. .

- -1t wasn't until.1971 that the. wreck
was discovered in more than 160 feet
of water by Milwaukee diver Kent
Bellrichard. ]
" It is one of 40 to 50 shipwrecks in
the waters between Manitowoc and
-Two Rivers, said Dan Hildebrand, an
amateur historian and diver from
Manitowoc. He has visited the
remains of the Rouse Simmons about
20 times in the past nine years.

There’s still bundles of Christmas
tree on the bow of the vessel,”
Hildebrand said.

The trees, numbering in the

" hundreds, have been reduced to
'sticks with branches. Visiting one of
Lake Michigan’s legends is both
exciting and eerie, Hildebrand said.

Even with powerful lights, the
visibility is typically 2 to 3 feet,
. creating a dark, gloomy atmosphere

that makes him feel as if he's visiting -

a tomb.

wallet was found on a beach south of -

“The wreck s pretty much intajct. '

“It has a ghostlike feel to it, like '

" someone's watching you. I think a lot
of that is due to the depth,” ’
Hildebrand said. “Your mind plays_
tricks on you.” i

Hildebrand dives with fellow .
members of The Manitowoc Fathom
Seekers Dive Club, He is president of
the group. -

‘b :&_ijt_lf@cts brought up from the ship

. are on permanent display at the
Rogers Street Fishing Village
Museum in Two Rivers, They include
a name board, part of the ship's.-. -
mizzenmast, a large crock and the .
remains of one of the ill-fated
Christmas trees. The museum is open
during the summer and by special -
appointment for tours, .

" - Other artifacts can be seen at the
Manitowoc Maritime Museum. . ., -
through Dec. 31. The Rouse Simmons
is one of five shipwrecks featuréd in
the exhibit, “Shipwrecks. . . Lost on
Lake Michigan.”

A name board, two compasses, a
hand-operated foghorn, a porthole, a
wooden cleat, a white mug, a log
from the tatfrail, a fuse box and glass
from the starboard light are among
the items on display. The museum is
open daily all year, ’

An anchor from the Rouse -
Simmons greets visitors at the.
entrance of the Milwaukee Yacht
Club. Each year in late fall, the

* Wisconsin Marine Historical Society,

in coogerat!on with the yacht club,
has a “Christmas Tree Ship” :
‘luncheon honoring the Rouse
Simmons and those who lost their
lives in the disaster.

‘The luncheon will begin at noon
Dec. 4 at the yacht club, 1700 N.
Lincoln Memorial Dr., Milwaukee, It
is open to the public. Admission is
$8.50 per person.
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ALGOMA, Wis, Dec. 18
(Special) Discovery of the hull
of an old sailing vessel washed
ashore at Ludington, Mich,,
renewed in the ‘minds of
Algoma oldtimers a lake
tragedy of 1912.

The hull is believed to have
been that of the Rouse Sim-
mons, the ship which left
Thompson, Mich., near Manis-
_tique, in November, 1912, and

'dlkappea.red en route to Chica-

ga. It was lost in a fierce lake
storm about two miles south-
eq‘.st of Two Rivers Point.
iHerman Schuenemann, who
once lived in Algoma, was
owner of the Simmons, which
carried no ordinary cargo. It
hauled Christmas trees!

CONTINUED WORK

The 4l1-year-old "Schuene-
mann - disappeared with the
Rouse Simmons during the
storm, Nov. 23, 1912, leaving
his wife, Barbara, and daugh-
ters to carry on the Schuene-

. mann tradition.

obtained a- new schooner and
for many years continued to

haul Christmas trees from
Schooleraft County in the Up-

of the daughters remained inj
Chicago to handle the sales, |
while the mother and a sec-||
ond daughter scoured the
woods of Michigan &qr trees.

age are one story. Schuene-
mann and the 30 years that
he furnished the follk of Chica-
go with Christmas trees,
wreaths and fir and spruce
boughs are another.

It was a late November day]
in 1884 when the - original
Christmas tree ship tied to

the bridge and’
amazement at the hundreds of
Christmas trees piléd from the!
jib to the tiny cabin. Tacked!

up was a canvas sign: “The,
PN V"

And carry on they did! They|Christmas Tree
Prices Are the Lowest. Her-

Ship — My

man Schuehemann.”
Reporter realizing that
here was’ a ‘§tory, learned that

per Peninsula to Chicago. One IS:;! u;: elx:r;ar;ﬁ ‘;v ﬁ ainv?l}i’ia?ﬁ

ing with a brother had con-
ceived the idea.

He rented a relative’s schoo-
ner and crew and brought
the wvessel from the snow-

Sk
Barbara and her great cour-jicovered forests of the Michi-

rgan Peninsula, laden w%’y
,evergreens.

Other newspaper stones fol-
lowed and as the years passed
the Christmas tree ship, its
owner and its crew held the
heart of Chicago.

Modest prices of the trees

&l attracted hundreds of buyers
dock along the Ch{cago River.|and within several weeks each

Early passersby stopped oniyear, the cargoes were usual-
stared m1 ly sold. Young Schuenemann

always promised to return the

following year. )

‘a’ks the. years passed the
istmas-tree ship became an
A s - PR S .

institution. Schuenemann be-
came older and so did his
customers, but one year a new
three-master furled its sails
as it entered the Chicago River.
It was the Rouse Simmons and

it drew many words of ad-‘!

miration.

From then on, the Simmons
was a Mecca for Chicago folk
at Christmas time. Every year,
its cargo of trees was disposed
of faster than trees in regu-
lar markets. -

HAD 3 CHILDREN

On one such stay in Chica-
go the Christmas tree cargo
was second in importance. This
was in November, 1897, when
there was rejoicing, not only
because the Rouse Simmons
had reached its berth, but be-
cause a young woman stood
at the side. of the towering
26-year-old skipper.

“This is Barbara, my wife,”
he announced. ' '

Three daughters were hborn
to the counle,

Elsie, “The A

eyl
:Christmas Wreath Girl,” and
‘the twins, Pearl and Hazel,

The newspaper story which
rogght sorrow to many anl’

"Algoma and Chicago home

fwa.s written ' the latter part|.

tof November, 1912.
The accounts said the ship

‘had left Thompson, bound for|

Chicago, and disappeared en
route.

SEEN FROM SHORE

I¥ was learned that the last
glimpse of the Rouse Simmons
was caught at 3:10 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 23, 1912, when
it was five miles off Kewau-
nee, its distress flags flying.
The Kewaunee coast station
crew noticed the signals and
alerted the Two Rivers sta-
tion. Nothing was sighted, Two
Rivers reported.

The Middle West rose as one
to help the family of the be-
loved Christmas :tree man.
Ships were taken"off regular
runs, yachts upped anchor and

|- set out across the grey, un-

sympathetic waters of Lake
Michigan.*For a week they
searched—in vain.

Not ‘a trace of the schooner
was found—not a spar or a

.shred of sail—until the old

dll washed ashore at Luding-

SENT RAIL CARGU

When the fall of 1913 rolled
around, Mrs. Schuenemann had
ithe usual 20,000 trees sent
Ldown from the forests of
'Schoolcra{t County.

They were transported by
|railroad and were sold on
:North Clark St. in Chicago,
‘as near to the location of the
‘old Christmas tree " ship as
{Mrs. Schuenemann could get.
t In 1914, she chartered a
schooner, the Fearless, and
with her oldest daughter, Elsie,
and a crew of 10 went into the
icy Northwoods and supervised
|the lumberjacks who had
'worked so long for the captain.
Once more a schooner bear-
ing a cheerful cargo of Christ-
,mas trees furled its sails at the
mouth of the Chicago River.

{MADE MANY TRIPS

Records do not state how
many trips Barbara Schuene-
mann made to Chicago, but
as long as she was able. she
supplied the city with Chris-
tianity’s most loving symbol.

About 30 years ago the wal-
llet of Herman “Christmas
Tree” Schuenemann was found
lon the beach-at Two Rivers,
and three years later a note in

lerew, was found on the shore
of Lake Michigan.

The note: “These lines are
written at 10:30 p.m. Schooner
R. 8. ready to go down about
two miles southeast Two
Rivers Point between 15 and
20 miles offshore. All hands

{ton in the fall of 1951,

[
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Christmas Tree Ship |
Still Lost On Lake

Vlany strange ships have
sailed the stormy waters of the
Greot Lakes in the short his-
tory of the United States. Per-
haps the ship 1 hich brought
more joy to the hearts of mid-
west people at Yuletide was

the famous Christmas Tree
Ship.
In December 1387, Chicago

was like many other cities pre-
paring for the Christmas sea-
son. People rushed gaily ‘2
finish choosing gifts for loved
ones and to pick out their tra-
ditional trees. In those dz;s
trees were brought in by rail
and hauled overland by wagon
from the great northwoods.
Evergreens sold quickly to
those who could afford them;
those who could not had to be
content with bits of Lranches
and makeshift decorations.
Then without warning an un-
known sailing schooner pulled
into the Chicago River and
moored at the Clark Street
docks. Before long a ruddy,
fieavy set young man named
Herman Schunermann was
tacking up a sign: “The Christ-
mas ‘I'ree Ship. My Prices Are
the Lowest”. With well-shaped
trees only 75 cents and the best
$1.00, news of this unusual ship
spread quickly, Poorly clad
children from Chicago’s near
north side and gold coast came
to watch. Soon those who could

not afford a tree found item-
selves carrying one lLome, a
¢ift of Schunemann and his

were sold out, the Schunemanns
promised to return the next
years.

Yearly Pilgrimage

And so the yearly pilgrim-
mage [rom Michigan's north-
woods to Chicago’s docks be-
gan, a trip that marked the
end of the shipping season for
Schunemann. Without fail
Schunemann brought his float-
ing forest of up to 50,000 trees
to Chicago and each year more
satisfied customers came to buy
from him. Many began to de-
pend on the ship’s arrival for
their holiday tree. Each year
the ship carried special giant
evergreens for Chicago’s
churches and hotels.

Tragedy struck the Schune-
mann famliy in 189 when
August was lost on the lake
while commanding another
schooner which also carried
evergreens for the windy city.
Undaunted, Herman returned
the next year with a shipload
ol trees.

As the years passed, Schune-
mann continued his yearly
journey, with Chicagoans eager-
ly awaiting his arrival. For-
gotten men from the nearby
slums looked forward to the
little money they could earn
helping unload the ship, for this
would be their Christmas cheer.

In 1910 Schunemann pur-
chased interest in the Rouse
Simmons and this plucky vessel
became Chicago's “Christmas
Tree Ship.” She was an old

Simmons had spent 40 years
on the Great Lakes. Originally
she had carried base products
for the virgin lumber industry.
In later years she became a
tramp ship, picking up cargoes
wherever she could.

Ominous Storm

By 1912 the Rouse Simmons
was showing her age. Creak-
ing beams and rotting planks
told the story. Captain Nelson,
Schunemann's partner, was
skeptical, but Schunemann had
complete confidence in his ship.
Against Nelson’s better judge-
ment they finished cutting and
loading trees and set sail south-
ward. An ominous storm was
brewing.

The heavy snowstorm struck
hiding the Rouse Simmons from
the outside world. No one knows
exactly what happened aboard
ship, but soon the crew found
themselves

: 20 miles southeast of Two Riv-:

fighting strong!

headwinds, unable to- navigate:

in the blinding snow.

Long before the people of
Chicago missed the Rouse Sim-
mons, reports of her distress
came in. Two tugs sighted her
as she headed fearlessly south,

i

her decks piled high with trees. |

She was spotted again at Stur-
geon Bay with distress signal
up, but the raging waters pre-
vented rescuers from reaching
her. Again she disappeared in-

to the storm. At Xewaunee an-'

other lookout sighted her.

AL

great risk to themselves, a life-
boat crew searched in vain for!

five hours in twilight mists and

“hears
FEERYE B

a page from the Rouse Sim-
mons log:

“Friday. Everyone goodbye.
1 guess we are all through. Sea
washed over our deckload
Thursday. During the night the
small boat washed over, Inga-
vald and Steve fell overboard
Thursday. God help us. Her-
man Schunemann.” 3

This message never reached !
Herman's wife for the man who |
found it demanded $500, which |
she could not pay. Some say
the bottle was planted by a
jokester, others that it was an|
attempt to gain by Mrs‘l
Schunemann's grief. !

Within the next sixteen yeavs:
more evidence of the demise of |
the Rouse Simmons was found.,
in 1925 Schunemann's wallet,'
still wrapped with oilskin and’
rubber band intecl was casl!
ashore just south of Two Riv
ers. Three years later anothe: |
bottle was found with a mes-
sage from . Caplain Nelson:

“These lines are written at.
10:30 p.m. Schooner Rouse Sim-.
mons ready to go down about!

ers Point, 15-20 miles off shore.:
All hands latched to one line.
Goodbye.”

Herman's wigow, SBarbara,.
never gave up hope that some- '’
how the crew had survived. Re- |
solved that her husband’s work:,
should continue, she returned to'
Chicago the next year with an-,
other load ol trees. ler cus-
tomers hopetully asked her il
there was any definite word of-
her husband, bul she replied.
that there was none. For 22
years she made the journey,;
first Lraveling by ship and later
by rail. Her death in 1933}
brought an end to this epoch;
and also an end to the era of}
the sailing vessel on  Lakej
Michigan. Bzrbara's headstone !
the name of her husban
drcoeon thean te the flonre

d! ging:

“This is the tale of the



heavy set young man named
flerman  Schunermann was
lacking up a sign: “The Christ-
mas ‘I'ree Ship. My Prices Are
the Lowest”. With well-shaped
trees only 75 cents and the best
$1.00, news of this unusual ship
spread quickly. Poorly clad
children from Chicago’s near
north side and gold coast came
to wateh. Soon those who could
not afford a tree found them-

of wees,
As the years passed, Schune-
mann continued his yearly
Jjourney, with Chicagoans eager-
ly awaiting his arrival. For-
gotlen men from the nearby
slums looked forward to the
littke money they could earn
helping unload the ship, for *his
would be their Christmas cheer.
In 1910 Schunemann pur-
chased interest in the Rouse
Simmons and this plucky vessel

selves carrying one lome, a|became Chicago’'s “Christmas
gift of Schunemann and his|Tree Ship.” She was an old
brother, August. When theyship. Built in 1863, the Rouse
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Chicago missed the Rouse Sim- | shquid continue, she lclm_ncd o
— reports of her distress | Chicago the next year with an-,
came in. Two tugs sighted her other load ol U‘ccsr.r Her Cus-
as she headed fearlessly sauth, | lomers hopetully asked her if;
her decks piled high with ress. | there was any definile word of
She was spotted again at Stur-| Pe¥ husband, but she replied,
geon Bay with distress signalrl,h‘r_‘l__”'_e,"e Wf'z\m;“‘ For 23
up, but the raging waters pre- | Years she made the journey,
vented rescuers from reaching | iirst traveling by ship and thgxi
her, Again she disappeared i, by vail. Her death in  1933:
to the storm. Al Kewaunee H,]_}hruughi an end to this epnchi

- b stal o ap and also an end to the era of
great risk 1o thensseives, 3 life| e sailing vessel on Lake|
boat crew searched in vain for | Michigan. Barbara's llcadsmnel
gﬁ.kt;uu‘:;tg.;wgfagtﬁ. n;ns:;::ﬁ tand between them is the figure

er reported seeirg the Rouse Of an cvergreen tree. [Forty-)

s

W 7 O A .J)(,',n,,m‘.z‘iw) ’ Tesre
N s e R By

it 4 oy
et e o First, National Bk of Mivau-
Almost every year at ﬂ‘us tim yeq, '-m'é; film 'the pair _xﬁjadé
newspapers -and columnists, . in clearly.: shows- the. name ‘of "the’*
cluding this one, revive and re Simmichs, -They -even took with.
tell the stofy of the **Christmas them the trunk of one of the *
Tree Ship”, the schooner Rouse Christmas trees found 'in' the
. Simmons, which foundered anchold as, evidence  of their: dis~
sank in a Lake Michigan -storm COVerys - % < ;
on Nov. 23, 1912 en route from . Cog o
Thompson, near Manistique car- 5 S8 - e ¥
trying a load of Christmas trees "The 127:fopt -Rotse Simmons
‘for the Chicago market. Thewas built in ‘“Milwaukee; about.
story has inspired poems, songs 1867, and after sailing the lakes
and even paintings and sketch- for years was finally acquired
es, and we've told about ther"qin 1910 by Capt. Herman Schuen-

# Bottled Message

s i | sv rears had passed since |
Simmons abo'it three miles off | SYEN Years ’ B i
shore, sbut the captain admltt::d‘ Herman; asan 1o yeav.old hoy, |
he n’ﬂght have been rony, | had steered his first cargo into
Coated with ice, her sails tatf.'i C—hic"igtq-l 3.‘“‘5 #ip: 1 becorme
. ; ;o lan instilution.
e e s 65 e s thing bt
Schunemann's wife \%as' it the legend ol the Christmas:
ing in Chicago, confident that
her husband would guide the
| ship to safety. As the days went
by she still held out hope that |

ﬁlﬂﬁrzh‘p had somehw maChEd; fains; the other says there were |

jonly 10 men aboard, includingi

ticity. One says there were 14 .’

-the Rouse Simmons. On Decem-| of Caplain  Schunemann and °
ber . 15th a corked bottle was | Nelson, there are no other simi-
found on the beach at Sheboy-|lar names on the crew lists.

all, ' nemann, who for-yeprs had-been

gan. .\ message was written on

> in the business of transporting; -
' r —8L, 25— Christmas trees to ‘the .Chicago -
Now comes word that the sunk: market, On -her final trip the ..
en hull of the illfated Rouse Simmons left Thompson in the
\Simmons was found only a féw teeth of a gale, carrying a crew
weeks ago in 180 feet of water off0f. 14 and -a few" “lumberjacks”
:Rawley Point (Twin RiversW%ho wereheading south to spend
‘Point) in the Two Rivers, Wis. Christmas in Chicago, Heavily .
area. The hull was found andladen, carrying. full ganvas and
underwater film taken of her by battling ‘a gale ‘the Simmons
G. Kent Bellrichard, who also'Was last seen by another scheon-.
found another wreck, that of the er headed for the safety of Man-
Str. Vernon, which sank in the istique harber,
same area on Oct, 28, 1877, A . S
story of the discovery comes —SL’ 28— 1
from a recent story in the Two ~After the Simmons disappear-
Rivers Reporter sent by Herbed there had been reports she:
Koepke of Manitowoe, a marine had’ foundered off Lu@ington.. '*
historian well known in the Sault But this: story was‘ dispounted
area, in 1931 when fishermen reported
—aL 28— having troubles finding their
" gill nets fouled and torn by
In his exploration, Bellrichard Christmas_ trees..found on :the
ras accompanied by John R,l2ke bottom near Twe Rivers.

tarln hannd akaiemean oF ¢he THIS halned nramnta ctnriac that

found & large purse in the lake
"belonging to Capt. Schuenemann.
It contained records of Ditrehases

was legible and the paper well
preserved, The purse was turned
over to‘members of the Scheune-
many family

g - e ——————————p
area rather than off Ludington. o
'Th‘at‘ same year a tug captain | story. Although the familiar |

piled high with trees was no|
more, the ship's {ume increased. |
It is still remembered today |
when the first winter winds blow ;
and the surf pounds. Vincent!
Starretl, author of fiction and|
other works, wrote a stirring:
ballad to the Christinas Tree}
Ship which appeaved daily in!

of trees. and of wages paid fo
crewmien, but contained no mo-
ney. The writing on the” paper

SAnere; G
effort fo'salvage the Christmas
Tree ship, but.ost certainly
such an effort may ‘be made, es-
pecially-if-the hull is found to
be” §ound* and *ifitact, because
this 'ship indeed has become one
of the famous legénds of the

| bears the name of her husband | #MS:

men aboard, including the cap-j~ -~

weermrTm== could the
stained that deep pine tree green
in winter?

sight of the ship with its docks| ———

“This is the tale of the Chrisi-
mas Tree Ship

That sailed over the syllen
lake

Aund of the sixteen souls that
made the trip

And of death in the foam-
ing wake.”

Most  historians write it off

Tree Ship. Tuday it is possible!as a tragedy al sea. Old tlimers
to find two sets of records, each point out that neither bodies nor
with its own claim to authen-|wreckage were ever iound. They

tossig  waves  be

ay 1
the captains. One says Captain! ¥ — and the lote of the Jak .
On December 5th fishermen | Nelson's wile also sailed, the _beal‘ IL out — that the caplain
off Two Rivers pulled up spruce | olher says he was a widower.; 314 his ship still sail Lake
tree taps, tied together as on| Strangely, except for the names | “ichigan on stormy nights in

This is not the end of the f}(‘C"“T‘h(‘l'. TTow els2, they ask,

|
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Vanished Into Lake in 1912

By HELEN BURROWES

Forty-three years ago a
;schooner laden with Christmas
[ trees vanished from Lake Mich.
igan somewhere between Ke-
waunee and Two Rivers,

The Rouse Simmons, cap-
tained by Herman Schuenemann
Iof Chicago, was last seen five
i miles off Kewaunee, laboring fn
heavy seas, with distress signals
flying. -

She was never geen again,
though Christmas trees and
wreckage belleved to be from
the schooner were later washed
ashore, There was never any
trace of the 18 men and one
Woman aboard when the Sim-
Tions set out from Thompson,
Mich., six miles southwest of
Manistique, on Nov. 15, 1812, In
| spite of warnings that a storm
i was imminent.

LONE WOMAN ABOARD

i
i
i‘ The woman was Mrs, Oscar
INelsun, wife ‘of Capt, Schuene-

nann's partner in the Christmas
J tree venture,

J The Simmens was no chicken
!at the time of her last voyage.
i She had been bullt in Milwau.
kee {n 1868, and the captain of &
: younger, stronger schooner who
| watched her departure from the
{ Thompson harbor in the testh
f a rising wind haq misgiv-
i ngs which he described later:

| “She was old, and the deck-
house full of Christmas trees
fore and aft made her unsea-
cworthy. I said to the others,
| 'Capt, Schuenemann must be in
i & terrible hurry to get those

+Christmas trees to market. I
{ wouldn’t go out Into this storm|:
| for all the trees the Mauretania |,

| could carry.”
. IDENTICAL FATE

Chicago was the Simmons'|

destination, Capt. Schuenemann

must indeed have been in quiter_
& rush to get theré, for by an|
ild enincidanse ha waaa .

Michigan for Chicago in Novem-
ber, 1898.

Though no one saw the Sim-
Mmons again after that glimpse
of her off Kewaunee, it wasn't
Because nobody tried, As she
seemed to be headed for  Two
Rivers Point, a telephone call
from Kewaunee alerted the life
boat crew there, and the Two
Rivers power launch ploughed
through the waves for. hours
looking for her, untit darkness

Photogra

and heavy snow forced 1t back
to shore.
For years afterwards, bits of

Christmas trees were raised tn'

the nets of Two Rivers fisher-
men. On April 3, 1924, a fish-
ing tug brought up a find which
seemmed to establish the fate of
the Rouse Simmons. This was
the leather, birch-bark-rein-
forced billfold of Capt. Schuene-
mann, still containing papers on
which his name was legible.

ph believed fo be that of tha Rouse Simmons be-

fore her loss with all aboard in 1912 shows the Christmas-

tree-laden schooner being fowed tnto port by a tug.

Milwaukes County Historieal Boslety Phate i




| pomewhers  poroe® wnvutimons again after that glimpse
lgan somewhere between Ke-lof her off Kewaunee, it wasn't

waunee and Two Rivers,

because nobody tried. As she

The Rouse Simmons, cap- seemed to be headed for:Two

tained by Herman Schuenemann| Rivers Point, a telephone call
(0t Chicago, was last seen five|fpom Kewaunee alerted the life

Christmas trees were raised in
the nets of Two Rivers fisher-
men. On April 3, 1924, a fish-
Ing tug brought up a find which
seemed to establish the fate of
the Rouse Simmons. This wasg

iniles off Kewaunze, laboring in boat crew there, and the Twolthe leather, birch-bark-rein-
heavy seas, with distress signals Rivers power launch ploughed|forced billfold of Capt. Schuene-
flying, k through the waves for hours|mann, still containing papers on

She was never seen again, looking for her, until darkness|which his name was legible.
though Christmas trees and -

wreckage believed to be from o
the schooner were later washed

ashore. There was never any
trace of the 18 men and one
woman aboard when the Sim-
mons set out from Thompson,
Mich, six miles southwest of
Manistique, on Nov. 15, 1912, in
spite of warnings that a storm| .
"Was imminent.

| LONE WOMAN ABOARD

The woman was Mrs, Oscar
Nelson, wife of Capt. Schuene-
mann's partner in the Christmas
tree venture,

The Simmons was no chicker
at the time of her last voyage,
{ She had been built in Milwau-

{ liee In 1868, and the captain of & Photograph belisved %o be that of the Rouse Simmons be-
! younger, stronger schooner who

‘ fore her loss with all aboard in 1912 shows the Christmas-
| watched her departure from the -

i Thompson harbor in the teeth
iof a rising wind had misgiv-
{1ngs which he described later:

| “She was old, and the deck-
,house .full of Christmas trees
i fore and aft made her unsea-
(worthy. I saild to the others,
‘Capt. Schueriemann must be in
ia terrible hurry to get those
| Christmas trees to market, I|
wouldn't go out into this storm 3
imr all the trees the Mauretania |,
lcould carry,”

{IDENTICAL FATE

Chicago was the Simmons’
destination. Capt, Schuenemann
must indeed have been in quite |

& rush to get there, for by an
-6dd coincidence he had " before
(it the tragic lesson of the
I"ate sulfered some years before
11y his “older brother, August.
August and all hands were lost
on the schooner Thal, when they
bit a storm while taking a load
£ Christmas trees down Lake

e ——— O

o

tree-laden schoonef being towed fnto port by a tug.
Milwaukes County Historical Boelsty Phnte







Fate Of The Rouse Simmons
Lost In Storm Nov. 25, 1913,
Is Sealed In Lake Michigan

The fate of many a ship has been
buried deep in a Great Lakes grave
since the day in September, 1679,
when LeGriffon, first commercial
sailing vessel on the lakes, dis-
appeared into unknown to become
to this region what the Flying
Dutchman is to the Atlantic.

Almost legendary in the upper
peninsula are the tales surrounding
the loss of the Rouse Simmons,
which left Thompson harbor near
Manistique 28 years ago and was
never heard from again.

It was noon of November 25,
1913, that the.180-foot, three mas-
ted schooner, Rouse Simmons,
bravely thrust her bow into the
raging gale outside of Thompson
harbor. It was one of the worst
days of the stormiest fall weather
ever experienced on Lake Michi-
gan—hardly a fit day for a tiny
500-ton schooner to attempt the
long trip from the village of
Thompson to Chicago.

Sailed Against Wishes

But Capt. Schuneman, who had
chartered the vessel from Capt.
Manus Bonner of St. James, was
anxious to reach the Chicago mar-
ket with his cargo of Christmas
trees before the buying rush had
abated. So, against the wishes of the
owner and master of the ship, Capt.
Larson, orders were given to set
sail and the long water trip began.

While tacking toward Wiggin’s
Reef, off Point 'Aux Barque, the
schooner was sighted by the crew
of the steamer tug, Burger, which
was coming from Seul Choix with
the schooner, Dutch Boy in tow.
The men on the tug, many of whom
still reside in Manistique, recall
with astonishment seeing a small
schooner, bearing full sail, leaving
the safety of Thompson harbor

when all other craft were doing
their utmost to reach any port of
shelter.

- Beating to the windward of a 60-
mile gale blowing west by south-
west, the ill-fated Rouse Simmons
iraversed 100 miles of raging,
storm-tossed waters before dawn.
By morning, the wind had backed

into the eastward and the lake was

hidden by a blizzard of snow.
Sighted Last Time

During the lull of the snow
storm, the coast guard of Sturgeon
Bay sighted a three-masted schoon-
er off the canal flying distress sig-
nals. Seeing that it was impossible
to aid the ship from this point, the
guards called the station at Ke-
waunee, Wisconsin and urged them
to be on the lookout for the tiny
schooner. The men from the latter
station immediately put out in the
storm-swept lake in search of the
disabled vessel. :

For a long time they searched
futilely, then, during another lull in
the blizzard they sighted her. She
presented a sorry spectacle with
her canvass slashed to ribbons and
her rigging and hull covered with a
heavy coating of thick ice. Immedi-
ately the brawny, hardened life-
savers pulled towards her, but be-
fore they had covered half the dis-
tance, the snow set in again and
the storm-swept ship vanished
from their sight like 'a phantom
derelict. No living person ever saw
the Rouse Simmons again.

The following spring, fishermen
at Two . Rivers, Wisconsin, found
flagments of Christmas trees in
their nets, evidently part of the
Simmon’s cargo. Except for the

trees, no trace was ever found of |

the ship which left Thompson for
Chicago almost 28 years ago.
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+ Of all the “ships. that have
sailed the stormy waters. of
Lake Michigan, ‘perhaps the
strangest was the famous
Christmas tree ship which went

down with all hands in Decem-|

ber, 1912, creating a legend
that persists today.

In December, 1887, Chicago
was like many other cities pre-
paring for the Christmas sea-
son. People rushed gaily to fin-
ish choosing gifts for loved
ones and to pick out their tra-
ditional trees. In those days
trees were brought in by rail
and hauled overland by wagon
from the great north woads.
Evergreens .sold quickly to
those who. could afford them;
those who could not had to be

' content with bits of branches
and makeshift decorations: ;

Then without warning an un-
known' sailing schooner pulled
into - the Chicago ri ver . and
moored at:the Clark st. docks.
Before long a ruddy, heavyset
man named- Herman Schune-
Mmann was. tacking up a sign:
“The Christmas Tree Ship. M
Prices Are the Lowest.” .- .: .~

With well' shaped trees cost-
ing only-75¢ and.the best 31,
news of ‘this unusual ship
spread™quickly. " Poorly ¢lad
children; from- Chicago’s. near
north ‘side-and - wealthy " ones
came to watch:' ==« i o8

Soon those who could not af-
ford a-treé€ found themselves
carrying one. home, -a  gift - of
Schunemann and ' his brather,
August. When they were sold
out, the Schunemanns promised
to return the next year.

Trees for Every Year

And so the yearly pilgrimage
from Michigan’s north woods
to Chicago’s docks began, a
trip that marked the end of the
shipping for Schunemann.
Without fail Schunemann
brought his floating forest of
up to 50,000 trees to Chicago
and each. year more satisfied
customers- came tn hnv fram

Yule Tree Ship
That Sank in 1972
Still a Legend

MiLVy Alnc)

i Tragedy struck the Schune- f

mann family in 1898 when Au-|
8ust was lost on the lake while
commanding another schooner,
which also was bringing - ever-
greens to the Windy “City.|
However, Herman returned they
next. year.with a -shipload of!
trees. e TS

As the years passed Schune-
mann continued - his annual

journey. In 1910 he purchased
interest in the Rouse Simmons
and this -vessel became Chica—'!

80’s Christmas tree ship. It wasjf

Rouse Simmons had spent 4
years on the Great Lakes. Orig-f
inally it had carried base, prod-
ucts for the-virgin lumber in-l!
dustry.’ In' later years. cargo|

ble.

was showing its age, Althcugh
his-partner 'was skeptical

fidence in his ship. Thus the
finished cutting and loading’
trees and set sail southward,
An ominous storm was -brew.
ing. It struck the Rouse Sim-
mons. However, no one knows;,
eéxactly what happened abcard|
ship. b i
.. v Distress Reported f
" Long" before. the people. of
Chicago missed the Rouse Sim-
mons, reports of -her distress
came in. Two tugs sighted her
as she headed south, her decks
piled high with trees. She was
spotted again at Sturgeon Bay|
with distress signal up, but the|
raging waters prevented rescu-;

an old-vessel, built in 1869, The::

was picked up whenever possid

. By 1912 the Rouse*‘ Simm6n§ !

Schunemann had complete cor;l |

ers from reaching her, : !
Again she ‘disappeared intofl
the storm. At Kewaunee anoth-1/

five hours in twilight mists and
murky waters. Later a steamer
reported seeing the Rouse Sim-

shore, but the

ha minht lhaoa

captain admitted |
L.

NAM crream ey

er lookout sighted her. A Iife-j'.J
boat crew searched in vain for-J

mons about three miles off |!
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: e I ‘Schunemanp’s wife was
Many began t, depend ONwaiting in Chicago, confjdent;!!
the ship’s arriva) for their holj- that her hushang would guide [
day trees. Each vear the ship the ship to safety. As the days |
carried special giant evergreens went by she stil] helg out hope
for Chicago’s churches and ho-jyp o ship somehow had. reached
te!s‘ g ) ShOi‘e. i
' OnDec.S,fishermenoff;
Two Rivers pulled up spruce!

{

/

" { -“Friday: Everyore good-by. I/
uess we are . al| through;” Seq
ashed over gyr deckload |
hursday. ‘During the night the
small boat washeq over, Inga-

om the ship’s log: : .

Tharsday. God help us. Herman
Schunemann_ » 4 g
~Other Evidence Found -~ /é
¥ Within the next Ig years’
#Imore  evidence of thejsinking;gE
Jwas found. In 1925 Schune-! &

south of Twg Rivers, Three| B
“{lvears later another bottle ‘was| [3
found with 5 message from his| §
partner: . - ’

10:30 pm. Schooner Rouself
Simmong ready tg g0 down .
about 20 mijes Southeast o f|f
Two Rivers point, 15-tg 20
miles off shore.  All hangs
latched to one line. Goodbye,”
} Herman’s * wigoy, -Barbara, |1
never gave Up hope that some.!
how the crew had survived, Re-g' 2
solved that her husband’s work| -
should go op, she returned to!

: I
[ " “These  lines are written atl

' ’ftomers hopefully asked if there| 722
Was any definjte word of her : o
/usband, but ghe replied that|-
ne. ’
: 11524}
For 22 years she made the
fliourney, first traveling by ship
Pty T by rail. Her death in
ought an end tg thig ep-| 21y
S0 an end to the era
of the sailing vesse] 0n Lake{iuiw
‘(Michigan, :

L/ Mrs. . Schunemann’s head—q A

- Yithe figure of an evergreen tree.
=K "Forty'seven years  had Passed sy

tisince the time that Herman, an

{5118 year old boy, had steered hig
—7¢|first cargo intg Chicago, TheW

Sl ebegq | ed *€|Christmag ‘tree ship. hag. be-}

e ‘lcome an institution, ; !
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Wwith a beautiful table cloth

”

ts. We have not heard
her or her daaghters since.

Special to The Sentinel

Manistique, Mich, «. The
. search i{s on for descendants
., of Schoolcraft county's famed
- “Christmas tree ship” family.
It was 53 yedrs ago this

‘month that the schooner

Rouse Simmons, bound for
Chicago with its {raditional
load of spruce ' Christmas
Ctrees, was lost in a savage
Docember storm on Lake

'S“' Michigan.

Capt, Herman Schuenemann

e
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and all hands were lost, and
for the first time in many
years, residents of Chicago
couid not go down to the

Clark st. dock and purchase
. a fine tree cut from the weod-

lands near Manistique and
necarby Thom p son - and
prought to Chicago every:
year by the Schucnemann
{amily,

Recent articles on the
Christmas tree ship, however,
relate that Capt. Herman’s
widow continued, the tradi-
tion, bringing a ship full of
trees down the lake early in

December, until carly in the 7

1980s

Mrs. J. J. Herbert, curator -
of the Post House museura
operated by the Schoolcraft .
County Historical society, is ;
launching a drive to find any U
surviving members of the [
who }
might be able to give further |

Schunenemann family
information about the fam-
ily’s traditional enterprise.

4

“Perhaps it seems odd, but
we have more information on |.

the early years of the Christ-

23

wed ¢giy
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e
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mas tree ship than we do of

the more recent ones,” /Mrs.

Herbert explained.

Besides his widow, Capt.
Herman was survived by
three daughters—Llsie, and

the twins, Peari and Hazel.

The story of the Christinas
tree ship rcaches back to
1887, when Herman, then a
lad of 18, and his brother,

August, made their first trip

to Chicago with a load of
high quality trees cut from
the northern Michigan sand
glains.

v

“News, and “The Ballad of the

i
i&
&
'u
€
it
. . B}
Late in November each year
the brothers would make the
trip, until 1898, when August ?
and his ship were lost in an
carly winter storm. Herman i

continued the tradition, how-
ever, untii his ill fated jour-
ney of 1913. For 22 more
years, his widow carried oii.

The story inspired a hallad
by Vincent Starreti, then a re-
porter on the Chicago Daily

Christmas Ship” was {eatured

in that paper by Editor Hen-
ry Justin Smith.

qujtﬁg 1 %:
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An artist’s ¢onceplion :;! the scene aboard the Rouse Simmons during the gale that destroyed Chicago's Christmas ship. Painted expressly for The Tribune by the Chicage artist, James M. Sessions.

‘Why Chicago Missed Its Yule Trees in 1912

HEREVER tales of

v‘/ dying ships and dying

men are told, in prose

or rhyme, you may find the

haunting story of the Christ-

mas ship’s last voyage, a win-

ter tragedy of Lake Michigan, vivid in the memory of all who are not too
young.

“Fathoms Deep but Not Forgotten' is the chapter heading in Walter
Havighurst's book, “The Long Ships Passing,” where he briefly tells the
somber history. In the American Lakes Series of books, edited by Milo M
Quaife, the volume on Lake Michigan includes the Christmas ship in a chapter
called " Perils of the Deep.” Harry Hansen, when he was supposed to be
writing only about the cago river, wandered far alake to seek the sturdy
schoaner th home,

i ' in the quiet archives of the Chicago Historical
‘dele Rathbun, a librarian who remembers)
of many quatrains, of which I quote the first:
= of the Christmas ship
That sailed o'er the sullen lake,
Aud of sizteen souls that made the trip,
And of death in the foaming wake.

It was written « third of a century ago, and the poet’s signa-
ture was Charles V. E. Starrett. He has written better verse
since then, and shortened the name to Vincent Starrett, familiar
to readers of ny books and found each Sunday ever his
column in the Chicago Tricune Book Section.

No doubt the thing pts S0 many writers to retell
the tale is its contrast—t mas idea and the idea of terror
and lonely death. Anot temptation is the mystery, for the
final hours of the Chri as ship were known only to those

¢ to be drained dry,” says Quaife,
“the hulks ¢f scores of ships now entombed on the bottom
would once more app o view. With them would be found
the skeletons of the hundreds of men and women who perished
-and a wide variety of cargo.”

But the cargo of the Christmas ship would not be found, for it
stmas trees, which fioated when the vessel sank,

Chr]
v s e

Herman Schuenema
masted schooner Rouse S
end of the lake, on Nov,

She must have looked
In the waves, her
pushed hard into her weatt
with the strain of it
evergreens.

Schuenemann, it may be believed, was not much worried by the threat of
storm. He was a veleran of storms, and so was his schooner, built in 1868,
Soldiers die only in the last of their battles; ships and sailormen are drowned
anly in the last of tempests. But ships and men grow old, and men and ships
in growing old grow vulnerable. 1t was said that the rats, wise marincrs, had

was skipper of the Christmas ship, the three-
ons, which sailed out of Manistique, at the north
1912,

something like a floating forest, a green grove
ck piled high with fresh-felled spruce. The wind
rayed sails, and her three tall masts creaked
A storm was coming up, and wet snow clung to the

Tocrmsad 1he

Capt. Herman
Schuenemann

By DELOS AVERY

At first there were two Schuenemann brothers, Herman and August,
partners in the annual enterprise of bringing Christmas trees to Chicago.
They brought their first load in 1887, moored their schooner (it was then the
two-masted Thal) at the Clark street bridge, and waited for customers. They
had all sizes of trees—big ones ordered by churches and hotels, little ones
for homes.

Once a year thereafter the Schuenemanns and their men went to the
northern woods and cut their trees in November, There was always danger
when they started south with their load, for the season of storms was at
hand; a deck cargo tends to topheaviness, which is increased if tons of snow
settle among the branches; and there is the risk that
sudden shifts of wind, caught in a trap of trees, may
turn a schooner over.

Hazards like these led to the first of the Schuene-
mann tragedies in 1898. Herman stayed home that
year, for reasons which 1 have not learned. But
August, with a crew of four, sailed the Thal out of
Manistique. In a storm the Thal and all on board
were lost; and customers who went day after day in
December to the Clark street bridge found no trees
waiting,

Then Herman resolved to carty on alone. The
demand was great, and he must have a bigger ship
and a greater crew. That was when he got the Rouse
Simmons, which safely reached the buyers at the
bridge in time for Christmas, 1899, and for 12 vears
‘hereafter.

His last voyage was begun, Havighurst says,
*just 13 days after the big storm” That was a storm which had taken a
considerable toll of boats frailer than the Rouse Simmons. It lost the name’
of “big storm,” however, in the bigger storm that followed. Storm or no
storm, Herman, Schuenemann decided, the ship must sail, since there is no
market for Christmas trees after Christmas day.

Normally in fair winds the time for the voyage would have been two
days, or perhaps three. But almost tivo weeks had passed, with no news of
ship or cargo, before the worrying began. Schuenemann's wife, Barbara, was
either the last to worry or else the last to confess it. All thru the last days
of November and the first few of December she and her little daughters,
Elsie, Pear], and Hazel, concealed whatever fear they felt.

A little became known, a very little. Coast guards at Sturgeon Bay,
straining their eyes to penetrate the swirling snow, caught momentary
glimpses of a schooner which from its silhouette could be the Rouse Simmons,
but they had no boat that could put out in such a sea. The steamer George
W, Orr reported seeing a schooner “like the R 8" flying distress signals
three miles offshore at Kewaunee Const guards there lmumched a boat and

Mrs. Barbara Schuene-
mann in 1928,

that “her sails wer
tatters, her deck st
her hull sheathed ir
while they watched
ished in the snow,

On the 13th of
Chicago newspapers printed a dispatch from Sheboygan, Wis.
watcher on the beach there had picked up a bottie containing
written on a page torn from the log of the Rouse Simmons anc
Herman Schuenemann. [t said:

" Friday—Everybody good-by. 1 guess we are all thru. Sea w
our deck lead Thursday. During the night the small boat was w
Leaking bad. Ingvald and Steve fell overboard Thursday. God t

There have always been doubts whether this story of the bottl
was true. One good reason for doubting the story is in the story i
line that says vald and Steve ” fell overboard. No such nan
appeared in the sailing list which was printed by The Chicago Trit
list began with “ Captair Nelson and w
The other names were: Capt. Herman Schuene:
gue, Frank Sabata, George Watson, Ray Day
» George Quinn, Edward Murphy, John Morwa:
, Greely Peterson, Frank Fall, Edward Hogan,
Bauswein. Tt was learned that the “ Caplain Nelsor
st was a business partner of Schuenemann,
wife" is the only indication that a woma
board. Imcluding her, the list adds up to 18, whicl
Starrett's ballad.

Better evidgnee of the schooner’s fate than the b
sage was the washing ashore of Christmas trees
later there tvere additional bits of fact. On April
wallzt which had been Schuencmann's was washed
Two Rivers Point. There was a rubber band arou
it contained clippings, still legible, telling about ear
of the Christmas ship.

And three year:
the same spot, a real bottled mes
" Nelson,” saying:

"These lines were written at 10:30 p. m. Scheoner R. re
down about 20 mi'es southeast of Two Rivers Point between 15 an
offshore. All hands lashed to one line. Gooed-by."

Chicago missed its Christmas trees in 19 in 1f But in
Christmas ship appeaved. and with it Herman Schuenemann’s v
gallant Barbara, who had chartered a schooner and hired a arot
who possessed the dual ability of cutting down trees and sailing a
had gone with them into the north wouods to supervise the felling.

Barbara Schuenemann carried on the business years after unti
old and gray and her daughters were grown up, One year, 1921, :
had chartered was sunk before she could make use of it. That
brought her trees by rail, and the price had to go up a bit.

Barbara died in 1933, and her daughters for a little while carri
business, perhaps more for tradition’s sake than for profit. They fii

it up, and the trade has nosserd intn the hande nf man Tha Ckics e,

after the finding of the wallet
age was washed up. It was ar
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railroad, having freight cars to her warchouse, cambq Matt Koski,

a section hand! “Mrs. Schuenemann iz survived | ﬂ!uett“, Axel Ranta, 26, planes which closely approaches a
ears. He retired by three daughters, s, I;]g‘:p[ahﬂ; and Frank Maki, Pullman car when it comes to

cause of failing ' Roberts, Mrs. Hazcl Gronemarn, berry. {comfort.
unmarried and and Mrs, Pear) Ehling, and two - The following eight were 1e- ‘ The big plane costs $56,000 and
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the cost for
under ten years
ried at much
those charged I\

Myr. Creighton
gation of local
aha on the mow
make the retur
airplane.

Tha plane's
of two mnational
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transport pilot-
Hartman lorme
Marvines in Nic:

Au Prince and
Both men ‘have
this work for

Fair, ;Ch'cll'ﬂ:es‘ in police comt today ard|of 150 miles per hour and a cruis-
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‘are thoroughly
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OIGE FROM DEAD

Note Written By Captain of
Schooner Rouse Simmons, Pick-
ed Up on Beach.

November 23, 1912.

These words were written at 10:30
p. m,, Schooner Rouse Simmons
reardy to go down about twenty miles
southeast of Twin River Point, be-
tween fifteen and twenty miles off
shore.  All hands lashed to one line.

Good-bye,
Capt. Chas. Nelson.

The above message, written on a
a pisce of paper and contained in a
hottle, was found on the lake shore
near Whitelish Bay, seven miles
north of the Sturgeon bay and Lake
Michigan ship canal, by a sen of Frank
Lauscher, a fisherman, today.

The boy was playing on the beach
near his father and uncle when he|
picked up the bottle. e was about
to throw it_back inte the water when

the men noticed that it contained »n
piece of paper, The last message
from the victims of the fatal voyage
was written, plainly,on the torn slip.

The paper is in the hands of Mr.
Lauscher, Stargean Bay, R F_ D
B, and be will keep it until he lenrs
from relatives of the vietims of Lhe
disnster, to whom it will be delivercd
Lo determine its genuinent sa,

Mr. Laascher is cortain that the
message was written by Capt Nelson,
and the position .f the boat concident
with the opinion of marine men tne
probable situation injwhich theChrist-
mas vessel founderod.
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7,'--— Letters to the Editors —

A commentary on the Christ~|
mas  Tree ship story in. the
Pioneer-Tribune and an account
of earlier days in Manistique
has been offered by George. R.

atthews in a letter to the-edi-
tér  this. week, i

Writes Mr. Matthews: =

“Let me supplement.. your |
story about the Scheuneman
Qhﬁstmas Tree .ship,” in_your

Dec. 15 issue, In the first place

it is not a legend, but an his-
torical 'fa.ct (See%:- Wébster‘s
Dxctlonary) :

“When I came’ to }Iamsthue
Bept. 15, 1918 to take the posi-
tion of cashier for the Soo Line
ﬁaxlroad Co;, in the old wooden
bu:ldmg still " standing, Mus.
Schueneman ‘' was' shipping
Christmas trees by railway car-
load freight'and ¥ waited on her
at the cashlers window writing
tip the bill ‘of lading and re-
¢éipting for the prepaid freight
charges to Chicago. Mrs.
Se¢heuneman continued for: sev-
eral years after to ship every
yéar-.via. railroad, and we be-

 came quite well- acquainted.

“Dan  C. Perry: came here
from North Crandon, now
Argonne, Wis., in ‘August, 1918
to succeed B, A. Craver as
agent and I came-a month
Iater from the agency at Cran-
don,  Wis. to take ‘the pesition
a3 cashier. There were 13 of us
working-in the depot then. Be-
sides Dan  Perry "and ~myself
were three telegraph operators,
Rilly Roberts, Ray Besner; and
Adolph Gedin; Edwin; Gilmet,

¢ar clerk; Roy Stewart, ratf;-.I

clerk; (later: succeeded by
Charles Hansen), Clarence La-
Fave, Edmund ‘LaFave, Evelyn
Besner, Mable Swanson, Bernice

Griffith,  clerks; Fred Baker,
warehouse foreman; Tom An-
derson, -warehouseman, There

%was a switch erew, Harry Alkin,
foreman, and Roy LaBar, and

an en"rmeer and fireman. A car
repair créw, Charles Kendall,
foreman, -and  four men, and
|three section crews, one repair-
ing tracks in town and one each,
east and west on the main line.

“Sebastan Aubmger was flag-
qnan at the Hougnion Ave. cross-
Ling. As cashier-one of my duties
was taking care of the payroll.
One day Mr. Aubinger, receiving
his paycheck, stopped on his
way home .at- the Hiawatha
Hotel Bar on the corner fiom
the depot and where several
men~were present at the time,
Seb “never reached home that
night and .was missing. for sev-
eral days until his body was
found in the harbor with one
leg cut OIE by a car ferry pro
pellor, -

“Bac.k in thocse days the Soo |
Line ran Numbers .8 and T, a
‘passenger - train east in the
morning from Minneapolis to
Sault Ste. Marie, and return
west in the evening. That train
carried a U.S, mail and railway
postoffice car, a railway express
car, a baggage car, a “smoker”
where -men passengers could
smoke their pipes and cigars,
{wo or three passenger coaches,
a dining car, and two or three
sleeping cars. That train did not
stop. at all small stations ex-
cept on special orders. Numbers
86 and 87 were “local” passen-
ger. trains east and west from
‘Gladstone“to the Soo and back,
also “with--mail, express,. and
‘baggage cars and two or three
i passenger - coaches. A~ “time”
freight ran east and west each
week day hauling only carload
freight., A “wayfreight” op-
erated ‘east and west out of
Gladstone hauling package
goods, setting out one or more
carloads. on the “siding” track
for local unloading., Joe Bebeau,
who lived on River St., operated
a horse-drawn passenger bus

" ; /
—— b ) !

i

% Imeeting ' all passenger. trains.
Earl Hupfer operated a horse-
drawn dray hauling-goods from
the depot warehouse or cars to
merchants and others in town.
“Among the many industries
operating in Manistique were
the Goodwillie Bros. box factory,
Consolidated Lumber Co. saw-
mill,. Charcoal Iron Co. smelting
iron ore into pig iron- blocks,
Berry Chemical Co., Northwest-
ern Leather Co. tanning hides
into- leather, White
Lime Co. mining limestone from
the quarry and making it into
limg for
Brown Lumber _ Co.
Cooperage making kegs and
barrels, Manistique Handle Co.

'and others. %

“It was said that the city
population in 1918 numbered 7,-
500 people. This rapidly de-
creased when many of the mills

the war ended.

“None of this is legend, or a
fairy tale. Mrs. Scheuneman on

one of her final visits in Man-

Marble |

‘ plastering - houses, |
making |
wooden furniture, Northwestern |

making wooden broom handles,, ]

and factories closed down after|"

istique presented Mrs. Dan
Perry and Mrs. Matthews ea-::h:‘i
X N
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