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CHRISTMAS 1 b
The Rause Simmons wat one of the
| ?;: schooners on the Great Lakes.
‘Bullt In 1868 1o carry lumber, the i
three-masted vessel became Chicago's S
AChristmas Tree 'S#Ip;ﬂﬂhcin t}inrn;r:it.n |
Sehuenemann purchased an interest in §
-ﬁt-h--".; 1910, ‘Around 1076 the
Schuenemanns had bequn transporting §
treey from morthern Michigan and §
Wisconsin to Chicago. In November §
1698, « Hermans  brother Angust &
perighed n . thewreck of the |
schooner. 8. Thal, . but Herman §
continued- the butiness. Bound: for
‘Chicago on November 22, 1912, he
‘boarded “the - Simmons, which was
i foaded ‘with' trees from. Thompson's
forests, . and sailled Into o fierce
gpowstorin that plunged the ship, and
| 115 crew Bnd passengers, to the lake
battom. Herman's wife and daughtery
‘dellvered trees to  Chicago  ‘eech
Christmas entil around 1954, - .
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A historical marker was dedicated Saturday in Thompson Township on the shore of Lake Michigan off U.S.
2. It commemorates the last port-ofcall of the “Christmas Tree Ship,”

Christmas tree ship eEEEa
commemorated A

By Robb Lucas

news@dailypress el

MANISTIQUE — A Michigan
Historical Marker, commemorating
the “Christmas Tree Ship” and
Schoolcraft County’s Thompson
Township now stands on the shore of
Lake Michigan off U.S. 2, west of
Manistique. The marker was dedicat-
ed Saturday in a ceremony hosted by
the Thompson Township Historical
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