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September 18, 2015 FERC Project No. 10855
NATDAM No. MI00197

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street NE

Washington, DC 20426

Dear Secretary Bose:

Dead River Hydroelectric Project — Silver Lake Development
Silver Lake Basin Fish Tissue Monitoring Schedule Extension Request

Per Article 408 of the License Issued October 4, 2002 and Amended September 1, 2011,
Upper Peninsula Power Company (UPPCQO) must submit tissue samples from 10 resident,
predatory fish or legal size to be tested for mercury on a 10-year rotation. In the
Commission’s September 30, 2014 letter to UPPCO, it was specified by the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to confirm with the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (MDNR) that sampling was complete and that the tissue samples had
been analyzed.

The deadline for submission of the tissue analytical results to the Commission is
October 1, 2015. The intent of this letter is to provide a status update and request an
extension of the October deadline from the Commission, due to unforeseen and
unintentional delays in receiving the fish tissue analytical results.

In December 2012, UPPCO established that the MDNR would conduct the fish tissue
sampling of Silver Lake Basin in 2014 instead of 2012, due to the basin not yet being
entirely full'. UPPCO was notified by the MDNR via email on September 3, 2014,
indicating the MDNR would not be able to complete the sampling in 2014 and that
sampling would be conducted in 2015 when MDNR sampling crews could be scheduled to
visit the area®.

In May 2015, MDNR Fisheries Division Staff were able to collect 10 small mouth bass
(Micropterus dolomieu) samples out of Silver Lake Basin. On August 24, 2015 UPPCO
inquired about the status of the fish tissue sample testing. The MDNR indicated that the
analytical results of the tissue samples would not be available until the end of the
calendar year®.

Due to the delays in fish tissue sample collection and testing, UPPCO is requesting a
schedule extension from the original deadline of October 1, 2015, to a new deadline of
January 29, 2016 for submittal of the analytical results from the fish tissue sampling.

! See Documentation of Agency Consultation
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If you have any questions regarding this update or the submission extension request,
please contact Mr. Jarrod Nelson at (906)232-1433 or Virgil Schlorke at (906)232-1431

Sincerely,
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Virgil Schlorke
Director - Energy Supply & Resource Planning

Enc. Agency Communication — December 7, 2012 to August 24, 2015

cc: Mr. Joseph Bohr, MDEQ Mr. Gary Kohlhepp, MDEQ
Mr. Koren Carpenter, MDEQ Mr. George Madison, MDNR
Mr. Steve Casey, MDEQ Mr. Robert Meyers, UPPCO
Mr. Burr Fisher, USFWS Mr. Keith Moyle, UPPCO

Ms. Diana Klemans, MDEQ Mr. Jarrod Nelson, UPPCO
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UPPCO Dead River Hydroelectric Project

Documentation of Agency Consultation — Silver Lake Basin Fish Tissue Sampling
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