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· Christmas-I~Aee Ship: 

Tlw Rouse Simmons, an . excellent · 
three-masted schooner , was built three : 
years after the Civil War by Alan i 
~kClclland for the. Kenostia shipping 
ii,tl'rcsts in Milwaukee. She was 125 feet in ' 
length, 27 1, feel across her beam and had 
a hold of slighlly over eight feeL ! 
, In her early years , the Rouse Simmons i 
hatMd lumber from Manistee to Chicago. , 
Tlw schooner · was purchased in 1873 by , 
Charles H. Hackley of Muskegon who ! 

~

ddt'd her to his fleet. In later years she : 
o\\·ncd by her captains . . . · 

X 
Rouse Simmons was similar to a I 

Iran schooner, picking up cargoes · or : 
logs posts , and lumber wherever she . 
foun a hauling job. Once she sunk in the · 

.. Trn, ·se Bay area and was raised and , 
'n •1x1i fcd, Another time she fought a · 
,·iole~t gale. lost her masts, and was , 
hclpiss several miles out in the Jake when , 
resc ed. ·~ ·f'<, ~-<<,/ ' 

Si cc the early 1880's, the Schuenemann · 
) fam~y had been bringing Christmas trees i 
, to hie ago. In 1898 August "Christmas : 
- tree' Schuenemann lost his life when his · 
· sma• I sc hooner carrying a loa·d of 
,_ ' 

·evergre~ns· floundered off Glencoe, 
Illinois . · 

Heiman, his brother, took over the trade 
and hauled Christmas trees to Chicago. 

·11is shi·p became known as "Chicago's 
C'hristinas tree ship". 

In early October, 1912, the Rouse 
Sinimons cleared Chicago for the annual 
trip to Thompson. On Nov.ember 22, she 
was ready for the return trip to Chicago. 
Late in the day after repeated warnings of · 
foul weaiher, the schooner was towed into 
the lake by the tug Cisco. Members of the·' 
C'isco·s crew were Dave Bouschor , 
captain: Ben Mai·ks, engineer: Nels 
Bouschor lineman, and Pete Voisine, . 
fireman. The Rouse Simmons was lai.t 
seen flying distress signals off Kewaunee , 
\\'i sconsin . 

Captain Schuenemann 's widow Barbara 
· came back the next year. She hired trees 
cu t ·and shipped them to Chicago, Her -
lhre·e daughters came with her. Mrs. 
Schuenemann continued the business for 
se\'cral years. 

The Christmas tree business was very· 
profitable. The only expense was salar[es 
for the men who cut the trees. There werP 
no lanrloAYner~Jo, be paid. ·-t;-A 


