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SEND COPIES OF MINUTES TO THE FOLLOWING: 



Marquette County 
Specific Tax Implementation Commfttee 

Meeting 
January ';I), 1979 

The meeting was called to orde.r by Chairperson Clayton Anderson 
at 7:25 p.m. 

Members present were: Clayton Anderson, Henry Schneider, Don 
Potvin, Jim Sodergren, Wes Larson and Sally May. 

Members absent were: Harry Miron, Bill Smith and PRt Farrell. 

In attendance were: Peter F.rnpley, Peter Brown, Jamie Nazie (WLUC-TV), 
and Denise Roth (Sterio 100). 

A motion to approve the minutes .of the Decen:ber 27; 1978 meeting 
was made by Wes Larson supported by Henry Schneider, and carried. 

Chairperson Anderson explained that the purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss the first draft of the Committee's report to the County Board 
of Commissioners. The draft report had been mailed to all committee 
members several days in advance of the meeting. 

There was considerable discussion about the title of the report a nd 
it was agreed by consensus the title should be "Summary Report of the 
Specific Tax Implementation Committee to the Marquette County Board of 
Commissioners". 

There was considerable discussion regarding the content of the 
report. Don Potvin made numerous suggestions for corrections and addi-
tions, and both Don Potvin and Sally May requested that a reference be 
made to the original Study Committee and how that committee was fonned. 
It was agreed to include that as a footnote to the report with an additional 
note that the Study Committee's report is on file. Comments from other 
committee members were received with the additions and deletions being 
made. 

It was moved by Wes Larson, supported by Jim Sodergrer, and carried 
to accept the amended report. 

It was moved by Wes Larson, supported by Henry Schneider and carried 
that the record show a note of appreciation to Jim Sodergren for his 
contribution in serving as Co-ordinator of the committee. 

A motion to pay Peter Brown the S250.00 as per agreement.·· was made 
by Jim Sodergren, supported by Wes Larson and carried. 

Clayton Anderson thanked members of the committee for their contri-
bution and efforts in trying to make the Specific Ore Tax mor~ equitable. 

It was the consensus of the committee members that the County Board 
should consider setting up a committee to further monitor and make recom-
mendations relative to mineral resources in Marquette County. 

Motion to adjourn was made at 9: 10 p~·m. 



• 
SPECIFIC TAX IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday, December 27, 1978 5 p.m. 

. . 
The meeting was called to order by Chainnan Clayton Anderson 

at 5:10 p.m. , 

Members present were: Chairman Clayton Anderson, Don Potvin, 
James Sodergren, John Farrell, Henry Schneider, and Sally May. 

Members absent were: Harry Miron, William Smith and Wesley 
Larson. 

It was moved by James Sodergren seconded by Don Potvin that 
the minutes be approved of the meeting of December 5, 1978. 

James Sodergren stated the budget has S419.oo and it seems 
all outstanding bills have been paid. 

Mr. Sodergren reviewed the status and the purpose for which 
the Marquette County Specific Tax Implementation _Committee was 
intended. After considerable discussion it was the consensus of 
the members present that a final report be prepared and presented 
to the Marquette County Board of Commissioners and that copies of 
the report be placed in various libraries, clerks offices, etc. It 
was .. also · suggested that Peter Brown be asked to write the report · -
for an amount not to exceed $250.00. Committee member Sally May 
suggested that a first draft be sent to committee members for their 
review prior to a final report. 

It was moved by Pat Farrell and supported by Sally May and · 
carried that we contract to have a final report prepared by Peter 
Brown for t 250.oo and that the report be completed by February 1, 
1979. 

Sally May gave a report on a meeting with Mary Soper and Peggy 
Frazier, Governors aids. Sally feels the response and the meeting 
was non productive and that they were of no help in getting HB 6725 
vetoed. 

The committee then took up the matter of a law suit against 
the DNR and the State Geologist for not~ administering the Specific 
Tax law properly as indicated by the Auditor Generals report. It was 
the concensus of the Committee that the Prosecutors office commence 
legal action but that perhaps this was a ~atter which this committee 
has no jurisdiction and should be properly handled by the Marquette 
County Board of Commissioners. 

Chainnan Clayton Anderson adjourned the meeting at 5:50 p.m. 
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SPECIFIC ORE TAX IMPLEMEN'l'ATIUN COMMI'i'Tr..."'E MESTING 

Monday, November 27, 1978 - 5~30 .p.m. 

The meeting was called to order by Chainnan Clayton Anderson at 
5:30 p.m. 

Members present: James F Sodergren, Sally May, Don Potvin, Henry_ 
Schneider, & Clayton Anderson. 

Members absent: v!i-lliam Srr. i th, Pat 1''arrell, Harry Miron & Wesley 
Larson. 

lhe first order of business was approval of the minutes of Novem-
ber 13, 1978 . It was moved by Sally May, supported by Henry Schneider 
and carried unanimously to accept the minutes as presented. 

Don Potvin gave a report on the Committee budget. The CountY. 
Bonrd of Commi~sioners has transferred out of the · budget $1,500.00 
leaving a balance of $?,38 . 00 . It was suggested by Sally M,1y that the 
Committee ask the County Board to reappropriate the bl,500. 00 . It was 
moved by James Sodergren and seconded by nenry Schneider and carried that 
the report be accepted. 

Jim Sodergren gave a report on HB 6725 which has been introduced by 
Mr. Jacobetti. Jim noted 3 changes and concerns with the bill: 

1. Page 2 Lines 4, 5, 6, & 7 should not be deleted: ("Low grade 
iron ore mining property'' means an area of mineral bearing lands estir.iated 
to cont-33-in sufficient tonna~e of available low grade iron ore to maintain 
capacity operation of beneficia tion or treatment plants for a period not 
exceeding 10 years_i_together with LAN.J FROM 1"8 IC:I GRADE IRON ORE I S 
M1NED , etc. 

2. Page 3 Line 3: The rate is reduced from cJ6 to 1.1%. 

3. Page 5 Lines 9 - 23: The tax provided inthis act shall be in 
lieu of AN advalorem taxes upon th.e TAX ON ANY OF 'l'HE FOLLOvJING: 

I 

A. The low grate iron ore, ·or upon the 

B. THE low grade iron or MINING property, or upon the 

C. THE mining thereof, or the OF THE L01,v GRADE IRON OHE MIIHNG 
PROPERTY. 

D. THE production of concentrate~1 or other merchnntable 
product there fror.1 or upo :L the concentrate or other 
merchanta ble product produced, or upon the lands IhON 
Ol<E 1-'ELLt'TS OR O'.i'H.2:H CONCENTHA'.rED OH AGGLO.MEHA'l'EU PRODUCTS 
FROM IRON OHE PELLEl';j . 

E. THE IRON ORE PELLErs OR O'.i'HE.H CONCEN'l'HATED OR AGGLOt-iERATED 
MERCHAJ~TilBLE PHODUC'I'S FROM IRON OHE PELLETS . 

F.THE REAL PROPEHTY occupied by or used in connection with 
the mining , guarryi_!IB, transportatio_n;, 1:ind bendficiation 
or the ore and shipping of a merchantalile concentrate or 
other products there from IRON Ol,:E 1-'ELLLTS OH 0 '11llEH com.;EN'rI~1\TED 
OR AGGLOMl::HA'l'EU ME11CHAN'l1 ABLE PRODUCTS FROM IRON OHE PELL:..'T~ . 

The above changes, particularly Section F., ne eds clarification 
in regard to the Power Plants in Marquette . 

It was moved by Sally May and supported by !1enry Schneider and 
carried that payment of expenses for the trip to Lansing by Anderson, 
Potvin and Sodergren, on November 21 , 1978, _be approved. 

• Those words underlined are words deleted and which are in the original 
specific tax law. 
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Page 2 Spe-ic Ore 'l'ax Implementation Comm.ee Meeting- November 2"2, 1978 

Discussion took place on the appearance of Mr. Jacobetti on 
"Camera Six". 

After discussion it was the concensus of the Committee that 
HB 6725 is not a good bill and needs further study and clarification. 
It was moved by Sally May and supported by Henry Schneider and carried 
that the committee- do what it can to defeat HB 6725 and authorize 
members Clayton Anderson, Don Potvin, and Jim ,:;odergren to attend the 
House Taxation Committee mee t ing in Lansing at 9 p.m. on November 29, 
1978. 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Henry ~chneider and 
seconded by Sally May at 7:15 p.m. 



• 
SPECH'IC TAX IMPLEMt N'l'ATION COMMI'f'l'EE MEETING 

Monday, November 20, 1978 

A Specific Tax Implementation Committee Meeting was called ger 

Monday, November 20, 1978 at 7 p.rn. 

Due to lack of quorum the meeting did not take place. 



SPECIFIC OHE 'l'AX IMl'Ll'.:MENTATION COMMI1'T.l'.;E MEE'l'ING 

Monday - No vember 13, 1978 

'l'he me eting was called to order by Chairman Clayton Anderson 
at 5:30 p .m. 

Members pre s ent: James Sodergren, Henry Schneider, Sally May , 
Oon Potvin and Clayton Ande rson. 

Members absent : .!--a t Farrell, Harry Miron , 'vJes Lars on, and v/illiam 
Smith . 

In att~ndance: Tom Solka from the Prosecuting Attorneys office . 

The first order of business wa s approva l of the minutes of Septem-
ber 20, 1978 committee meetin~ . It was moved by Sally May , support ed 
by Jim Sodergren and ca r r ied unanimously to accept the minutes as 
presented . 

A communication was received from Sena tor Mack thanking the 
committee for the report on the Specific Ore ·Tax~Hearings held on 
August 23, 1978 . 

Sally May will be requesting a report of the August 16th me e ting 
of t he Uppe r Great Lakes Reg ional Commission Me eting . 

Mr. Tom Solka gave a r eport of the "Int e r pretation of 10 y ear 
proviso of Section 1 (b) of the low grade iron ore tax ( t,JCLA 211. 621)" . 
Copies of the repo r t hRve been distributed to all mem be r s of the committ e e . 

Henry Sc hneider reported t o the committee his rational as t o the 
value o f the o r e bodies which are in exces s of 10 yea rs o f production . 
He used th e Tilden ~-:ine as an example. It wa s the concensus o f the 
committee tha t steps be taken to fu r th er invest i ga te the value o f known 
ore re s erves and to place them on the advaloreJn r oll. 

After discus sion it was moved by JJon Potvin a nd sup ported by Henry 
Schneider a nd carried tha t the comm ittee rec omme nd to th e County Boa rd 
of Commi s sioners that t hey request the Sta te Geologi s t r.1ak e an a pp r a i sa l 
of known or p roven ore r eserve s a t t he He public Mine, Tilden Mine , Empire 
Mine and the Cascade project. 

A motion was made by ~im SoJe r gr en a nd s econded by Sally May and 
carried that the committ ee recommend to the County Boa r d of Commi ssione rs 
tha t they r equest f rom th e St a te Geologist, unde r the Freedom of I nfo nna-
tion Act, any nnd aL\ in fo rmat ion r egarding th e si 7,e of the ore bodi es 
together wi t h the dril l ing record s on the 1'epublic, 'l' i lden , Er.ip ire , a nd 
Cascades properties . 

A motion was mad e by Jim Soder g r en a nd ~econde d by Don ~otvin u nd 
carrie d tha t the County Board of Commissioners reque s t , unde r lhe f r ee dom 
of Infonna tion Act, f rom the Auditor .Gene rnl a copy o f th e Audit whi ch 
wa s done by t heir office in l' a r quc t te County. If a fin :.11 r epo r t h~w not 
be en comple t ed then a r e qu es t for work s hee t ··dc1 ta should be mad e . 

It wa s moved by ~nlly l-by , suppo r t ed by J im Soderg r e n that th e 
mee tin~ be adjourne d a t 6 : 55 p.m. 
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Specific Ore Tax Implementation Committee 
6 p.m. meeting 

September 20, 1978 

The meeting was called to order by Chaiman Clayton Anderson at 
6 p.m. Members in attendance were: Sally May, Henry Schneider, Jim 
Sodergren, Don Potvin, Clayton Anderson and Pat Farrell. 

Absent members were: Wesley Larson, Bill Smith and Harry Miron. 

Minutes of the last meeting were read by Jim Sodergren. A motion 
was made by Don Potvin and seconded by Henry Schneider to approve the 
minutes. 

A motion was made by Don Potvin and seconded by Pat Farrell to 
authorize payment o f Sl00.00 for the rental of Thimmes Hall, which was 
used to hold the Specific Ore Tax hearings. 

Mr. Sodergren stated there is a balance of $2,48o.Ol in the Committee 
budget. 

A communication was received from Mr. Richard Rousch, Assistant 
Attorney Generals Office, in regard to an opinion he had rendered to 

I , 
Mr. Jacobetti. 

. 
A report on the local hearing was presented by Mr. Sodergren. Mr. 

Sodergren presented the members with a first draft summary of the hear-
ing. Corrections and changes were ~ade. The committee decided t o send 
copies of the final summary to: Mr. Jacobettis Iron Ore Legislative 
Committee, all candidates seeking office, the Governor, County Board 
members, Specific Ore Tax Committee members, Mr. John Kelley, and the 
news media. 

Mr. Sodergren reported that Mr. Solka has sent a letter to Mr. John 
Kelley of C.C.I. requesting that he meet with the Prosecutor, Henry 
Schneider, and Jim Sodergren relative to the interpretation of 211.621 
and also the ore body assessment. 

Mr. Sodergren reported that the price of pellets has been increased 
once again from $37.50 to $39.00 per ton. 

A motion was made by Jim Sodergren, seconded by Pat Farrell to ad-
journ the meeting, the time being 7 p.m. 



SPECIFIC ORE TAX IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE MEETifl.1G 

Minutes - August 2, 1978 

Meeting was called to order by Chainnan Clayton Anderson at 6:05 p.m. 

PRESENI': Henry Schneider, William Smith, John Farrell, James Sodergren, 
Don Potvin, and Clayton Anderson. Jeff Eaton of the Mining Journal and 
Sue Studley of WDMJ were in attendance. 

ABSENT: Sally May, Harry Miron, and Wesley Larson • 

. -
OUESTIONAIRES: Mr. Sodergren said response ·was not good. Answers were 
received from: Phil Powers, Keith McLeod, Zolton Ferency, Joe Rossi, 
Theodore G. Albert , Sen. Wm. B. Fitzgerald, John Watanen, Jr. and 
Herbert Stephens. After discussion it was moved by Bill Smith and seconded 
by Don Potvin to send the local news media copies of the candidates re-
sponses. 

LOCAL HEARINGS ON IRON ORE SPECIFIC TAX: Mr. Sodergren reported that 
the committee has not received an official notice from Rep. Jacobetti 
regarding the cancellation of Legislative hearings, although the Mining 
Journal stated on July 25th that the legislative hearings had been can-
celed. Mr. Potvin made a motion to schedule a hearing for the middle 
of August/supported by Mr. Farrell. Chairman Clayton Anderson appointed 
James Sodergren to set up the meetinGS• Mr. Sodergren will set up the 
time and place and let the Committee know as soon as poss ible. Noti~e 
to the public will also be given. Mr. Sodergren will check on the rules 
for recording the Testimony. 

PRELffINARY REPORI' ON POSSIBLE MINING INDUSTRY - TAX L;I:ABILITY: 
Mr. Schneider and Mr. Sodergren have contacted the s ·tate Geologist Mr. Bob 
Reed , and the State Property Tax Administrator, Mr. Ed . Kane for . information 
regarding the size of the ore bodies so that a preliminary report on poss-
ible tax liability can be made. 

Mr . Farrell made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Bill Smith. 

Meeting adjourned at 7: p.m. 
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r. ---, . . ·, SPECIF'l.._ - ;..'AX IMPLF.Ml~N'l'ATION COMMI'l"l'E.t:. - . J.NG 

Minutes - July 20, 1978 

PHESENT: Wesley Larson, Don Potvin, Henry Schneider, James Sodergren and 
Clayton Anderson. 

ABSENT: ,Sally May, Harry Miron, William.Smith and John P. Farrell. 

A motion was made by Wesley Larson to accept the minutes of the June 6tp meeting. 
It was seconded by Don Potvin, Mot~on carried. 

COMr'iUNICATIONS: 

Jim Sodergren received a lette-r from the Dickenson County Board of Commissioners. 

A letter was received from Joseph Mack stating he cannot "attend the meeting in 
Minnesota. 

A letter was received from Phil Power, candidate for U.S. Senate expressing his 
feelings relative to the iron ore tax and the Steel Industry. 

A letter was received from Fred Vanladen, Ely-Tilden Township Assessor. This 
letter was sent to Ken Touminen and is a report regarding the auditors questions 
pn Specific T~x. 

REPORT ON XINNESOTA TRIP 

Ten members from the Marquette Area attended the meetings in Minnesota. Those 
in attendance were Dominic Jacobetti, Harry Miron, James Sodergren, Ishpeming City 
Mayor Bruce Saari, Necaunee City Mayor Nick Joseph and members of the news media. 

Governor Perpich spoke, as did 

Fred Sina, who was responsible for writing the Minnesota iron ore legislation. 

Don Potvin stated Minnesota would welco:ne us to have a tax like theirs. 

REVIEW OF SPECIFIC -TAX LAW 211.621 

Gary Walker, Mqt. Co. Prosecuting Attorney, spoke on 211.621 and what he felt the 
- law ment. He stated he would have to do more research on the subject before an 
opinion could be made. Gary \falker will try to get an opinion from the Attorney 
General. 

A motion was made by James Sodereren and supported by Wesley Larson to request from 
the State Geologist his interpretation of 211.621 Paragraph B. 

A motion was made by Von Potvin and supported by Henry Schneider to recommend to 
the Marquette County Board of Commissioners that t _he .Prosecutors Office provide 
an opinion to the County Board as to the applicability of 211.62. 

Mr. Walker left the meeting. 

A motion was made by James Sodergren and supported 0 by Henry Schneider to direct 
the Treasurers office and County Equalization Director to determine the a mount 
of taxes owed for 1977 and 1978, taking into account that portions of the ore 
bof.y which is not exempt from the specific tax laws. 

POSITION OF LEGISLATIVE CANDIDA'l'ES ON IRON OHE TAX 

A motion Wns rnwle by _.: <-~s Lari,or: :incl ~mpportcd by Henry Schneider· to send a letter 
· to Lcgislati ve Candidates asking ·them. to respond by July 31, 1978 on two questions 
regardinr, jhc Specific Ore Tax and the uGe of .domestic pellets. Their response 
will be made available to the ·public. 
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SPECIF'IC OHE 'l'AX IMl'LEMEN'l'ATION COMMITTEE ME!:.TING - July 20, 1978 minutes-page 2 

~EW BUSINB.SS: A motion was made by Wes Larson supported by Don P~tvin recommending 
to the County Board of Commissioners thnt the auditors report be made available 
upon its completion. A motion was made by Henry Schneider supported by Jim Sodergren 
to send a ·1ctter to the Auditor General asking for the report with copies to be 
sent to local Legislators and Governor. 

A motion was made by Jim Sodergren to send a letter to Jacobetti asking when the 
next Specific Ore Tax legislative hearing will be scheduled. ~econded by uon 
Potvin. Motion carried. Copy to go to the Cou~ty Board of Commissioners. 

Mr. Sodergren was asked to schedule the next committee m~eting for the first week 
in August. 

Henry Schneider made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sodergren. 

. , 



SPECIFIC ORE Tfu~ D-1PLEMENTATION COMMITTEE MEEI'ING 

Minutes - June 6, 1978 

PRESENT: Henry ·Schneider, Jim Sodergren, Clayton Anders~n, Don Potvin., 
Bill Smith. . . ,-

ABSENT: Sally May, Harry Miron, Pat Farrell, Wes Larson. 

A motion was made by Bill Smith to approve the minutes of the March 26, 1978 
meeting, it was seconded by Don Potvin. Motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

Jim Sodergren received a letter from Frank V. Ongaro, Commissioner of the Iron 
Range Resources and Rehabilitation in Eveleth, Minnesota stating that June 19, 
1978 will be the date set for a meeting regarding Iron Ore Mining in Minnesota . 
A copy of the letter is available in Jim Sodergren's office. 

Jim Sodergren will send a letter to the following people extending an invitation 
to attend the meeting in Eveleth, Minnesota on June 19, 1978: 

1. Dominic Jacobetti & Committee 
2. Governor's Office 
3. Ron Cardoni, City Manager of Negaunee 
4. Paul Gravedoni, Local Union 4950 
5. Harry Miron, Local Union 5440 
6. Linus Wampler, Director, District 33 u.s.w.A. 
7. Sen. Fitzgerald 
8. Governor i-iilliken 

10. Don Potvin will represent Specific Tax Committee 9. Clayton Anderso~} 

11. Jim Sodergren 
12. Press 

Jim Sodergren inquired about flight prices: 

NORI'HERN AIPJ-~OTIVE 

Single Engine, 5 passenger, $234.00 
Twin Engine, 5 passenger, 312.00 
Waiting tir::e 8.00/hour · 

MARQUE'l'TE EXEC-AIR 

5 passenger, $335.00 + 4% tax 
7 passenger, 460.00 + 8% tax 
Waifing time: (will allow 3 hours) 10.00/hour 

Bill Smith made the motion that the committee authorize transportation for three 
people to fly to Minnesota in a pr ivate charter in accordance with flie;ht costs 
given by by Jim Sodergren. Don Potvin seconded it. Motion carried. 

LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS: 

Jim Sodereren reported that at ~his time there are no dates set for futu.r:e hearings. 

COMMITTEE HEARINGS : 

It was the consensus of the committee that the Committee Hearings should not be in 
competition with the Lecislative Hearings and .that the scheduling of Committee 
Hearings be postponed. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Jim Sodergren reported to the committee that the Superior Conference was attended by 
Don Potvin, Harry Miron and himself and that all the members of the committee s hould 
have received a report on the conference. 

Henry Schneider made the motion to adjourn the meetini:; at 8:00 P.M., Bill Smith 
seconded it, motion carried. 

pg 
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Clayton Auderson 
Pat Farrell 
Wes Larson 
Sally May 
Harry Miron 

MARQUEl"I'E COUNTY 
SPECIFIC TAX IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE 

April 5, 1978 

Don Potvin 
Henry Schneider 
Bill Smith 
Jim Sodergren 

PROGRESS REPORI' TO THE BOARD FROM THE SPECIFIC TAX IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE 

La.dies and Gentlemen: 

At the March 21, 1978 meeting of your Specific Tax Implementation Committee, it 
was agreed that the tine had come for the Committee to submit a progress report 
for your information. 

BACKGROUND 

As you know, our Committee was formed by the Board to implement the recommendation 
of a previous Specific Tax Study Committee. That Study Committee, representative 
of various interests within the community, worked for a full year on the question 
of whether or not the specific tax was equitable as compared to the property tax, 
for which it is a substitute. The Study Committee concluded and reported to the 
Board on November 1976, that the Specific Tax is not equitable and that an unfair 
burden is being placed on the property taxpayer, who is, in effect, subsidizing 
the mining industry. Their recommendation was that the mining industry should be 
paying the present 2')b rate on the value of the product they are actually shipping 
(pellets), rather than on the value of old range non-bessemer ore, which is no 
longer shipped. In addition, they recommended that the rate should be tied to 
the property tax rate so that, in future, when the property tax rate increases, 
so will the specific tax rate. They pointed out that while this change would. 
come somewhat short of the mining industry paying their equal share of taxes, it 
would help to reduce the present inequity. Since the Study Committee's charge 

to study the issue ·only, and not to consider the politics of the matter, their 
work was finished upon submitting their findings and recommendations. 

So, on April 28, 1977, our Committee was formed and charged with the responsibility 
of convincing the State LeGislature to change the specific tax formula accordinG 
to the Study Committee's recommendations. 



Progress Report 
April 5, 1978 
Page 2 

Spe-ic .Tax Implementation Committ-

STEPS TAKEN TO . IHPLEViEI·rr RECOMHENDATION AND PROGRF.SS ·ro DATE 

Our first step, of course, was to c9ntact our Upper Peninsula State Legislators 
particularly Senator Mack and Representative Jacobetti. However, to date, in .. 
spite of numerous efforts on our part, they have not consented to meet with us to 
discuss the matter. We have, however, been able to meet with other legislators 
and State staff people, including Senator Fitzgerald, Representative Montgomery 
(Chairperson of the House Taxation Committee), Senators Derenzinski and Anderson, 
Gerald Hiller (Director of the State Office of Management a~d Budget), and several 
of the Governor's staff. In virtually all of these discussions it was pointed 
out to us that Representative Jacobetti could get a change in the tax through the 
Leeislature with little difficulty, if he chose to do so; and conversely, that 
he could effectively prevent any change if he wished. We know that Representative 
Jacobetti is opposed to any change -- (he has said so and all of his actions to 
date tend to bear that out.) Frankly, we cannot understand why he should oppose 
it, since he has very recently come out protesting the burden placed on the 
property taxpayer. At any rate, without any help or support from our Upper Penin-
sula legislators, we felt that it was necessary to generate popular support for 
the change. Uith that goal in mind, we have made presentations to various groups 
and organizations throughout the UP. Some of the following organizations which 
have gone on record in support of the change: 

United Steel Uorkers of America 
District 33: Representing 33,000 members 
Local Unions: 4950, 5440, 2912, 4973 
Marquette County labor Council AFL-CIO 
AFSCME Republic Jv'.ichigammi School District 
Marquette County Board of Coffil\] issioners 
Baraga County Board of Commissioners 
Iron County -Board of Commissioners 
Iron County Democratic Party 
Menominee County Democratic Party 
Marquette County Democratic Party 

.At the same time, the mining industry has been lobbying hard with our State 
Legislators and local groups and organizations to gain support for their position 
that t he tax should not be chanced. The following organizations have gone on 
record against any change: 

Chanbers of Commerce 
School Districts Receiving Specific Tax 

(except Hichiga mmi Republic) 
Dickinson County Board of Commissioners 
Dickinson County Board of Road Commissioners 



Progress Report 
April 5, 1978 
Page 3 

Sp.ic Tax Icplementation Commit. 

We have been courteously received wherever we have made presentations; except 
by the State· Legislative Committee chaired by Representative Jacobetti. At 
each of these hearings people testifyine in favor of changine the tax were 
extensively and someti: .. es rudely questioned and cross-examined. However, those 
who spoke in support of the mining ~ndustry's position for no change were 
treated courteously and were questioned very little. We had hoped that one of 
the first hearings would be held in Marquette County, since that is the source 
of the request for change. However, Representative Jacobetti has said that he 
does not want to hold a hearing here until all of the members of his Committee 
can be _present and that may not be for some time. 

PUBLIC RESPONSE 

In the meantime, many Marquette County citizens have become interested in and 
supportive of the proposed change and have contacted individual committee mem-
bers with both questions and suggestions. Some of the suggestions were to 
increase the 2°/4 rate, to give each County Board the authority to set the rate 
in their county, or to put the mining property back on the property tax. The 
questions we are frequently asked concern distribution, which as you l'..now was 
not considered by the Study Cor;imittee. Our Committee has discussed distribution 
however, and feel that the present level distribution should remain unchanged 
with any additional revenues, as a result of an increase in the tax, perhaps 
going to the County homeo~mer in the form of an ' iron ore tax credit. 

We have also received input from the general public on the issue through a 
question placed on the Property Tax Reform Questionnaire recently sent out by 
the County Property Tax Reform Committee. We understand that the Property Tax 
Reform Committee hopes to have results of the questionnaire compiled soon and 
will report to the Board when that is accomplished. 

CONCLUSION 

As time passes and nothing is done to change the specific tax, while the property 
taxpayer's assessments go up year after year, and mining related community needs 
become more expensive, we are convinced that it is absolutely necessary that we 
vigorously continue our efforts to convince the State Legislature to change this 
tax. We are also absolutely convinced that Marquette County citizens should have 
an opportnnity to make their voices heard in a meaningful way on this most import-
ant issue. For this r~ason, we are requesting the Board's permission to hold a 
number of public hearings throughout Marquette County on this issue. It would be 
our intent to present the Board's position at the hearings, to receive all comments 
both for and against the issue, and to carefully record all such comments for 
transcription. This information could then be provided to you and to our State 
Legislators. l-lembers of the Committee have indicated their willingness to donate 
their time to conduct such hearin'gs. 

\ve appreciate this opportunity to report to you and wish that we could report that 
our task has been completed. However, there is still much work that must be done. 
We look forward to receiving further direction from you. 

Respectfully, 

SPECIFIC TAX IMPLEl-~ 'lTATION COl-iMITI'EE 



SPECIFIC TAX TI-U'LEMENTATION COMMITTEE MEEI'ING 

Mi~utes - March 26, 1978 

PRESENT: Jim Sodergren, Henry Schneider, Sally May, Pat Farrell, Don Potvin, 
Clayton Anderson. 

AB.SENT: Bill Smith, Harry Miron, Wes Larson. 

GUESTS: Rudy La.Freniere, US\·/A Local 4950 and Jim Alderton, Coun~y Board. 

Meeti~g was called to order by Jim Sodergren at 5:16 P.M. 

A motion was made by Sally May and seconded by Pat Farrell to approve the minutes 
of the Yiarc}:l 22, 1978 meeting after two corrections were made. Motion carried. 

1. Under Communications - last paragraph should have read, 
A letter from Ron Cardoni indicating some of the needs 
relative to the City of Negaunee. 

2. Under Houghton Hearing - Omit ftl+. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. Notice was received of the Public Hearing to be held at 
the Ramada Inn, Friday, May 5th at 10:00 A.M. Hearing 
will continue til everyone registered before 3:00 P.M. 
is heard. Purpose of the hearing is to receive all 
comments regarding the mining industry taxes. 

2. Letter from Art Roemer regarding accounting and distribution 
of tax monies for 1977. Letter available from Jim Sodergren. 

3. Sally May received information from Chocolay Township 
Board saying they passed resolution supporting Marquette 
County Board of Cor.unissioners stand on increasing the tax. 
They will also be making a presentation at the legislative 
hearing. 

4. Sally May received from the Marquette County Board of 
Commissioners, a letter giving the Srecific Tax Committee 
approval to have hearings. 

LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS : 

Hearings will be held :May 5th, 1978 at the Ramada Inn, Marquette, MI. 

Clayton Anderson will speak on behalf of the Committee. 

Ji~ Soder0ren will report on some of the testimony made by others at previous 
hearings. 

Sally Hay will speak on behalf of the Marquette County Board of Commissioners. 

Henry Schneider will speak on the Ninnesota mining structure, tax break, and that 
high tax in Hinnesota :has not hurt their expansion. 

Pat Farrell will attend and be available for comment. He will cover needs of 
services. 

Don Potvin asked that he be assigned a topic to discuss. 

Jim Sodergren said he would contact the following news medias - WDMJ, WLUC, 
Sunday Sun, and the Mining Journal. 

Don Potvin said he would contact Stereo 100 and WUPY. 

Don Potvin made a motion that Jim Sodergren use his own discretion and put an ad in 
the Mining Journal on Thursday, May 4th, if he feels that coverage is not good 
enough. Pat Farrell seconded it, motion carried. 
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Jim Sodergren asked Rudy La:Freniere if he could put something in the union news-
paper. Rudy said he could but it may be too late. Rudy also said he could put 
something on the bulletin boards at the following places regarding all facts 

. pertaining to mining: 

1. Mather Mine 
2. Empire Mine 
3. Tilden Mine 

A motion was made by Don Potvin and seconded by Henry Schneider that the hearings 
be held on a local level and that a sub-committee set up the dates for three 
public hearings. Motion carried. 

REGIONAL MEEI'ING ON MINING RESOURCES: 

Jim Sodergren talked to several people while in Minnesota. He reported that 
Minnesota and Wisconsin were preparing a report of mutual concern relative to 
mineral resources. 

A. regional meeting also will be held in Rhinelander, May 18 and 19, 1978. 

A motion made by Don Potvin that Jim Sodergren be authorized to attend the 
meeting in Superior was seconded·by Pat Farrell. Motion carried. Jim Sodergren 
was to check into the expense of the trip. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Jim Alderton expressed a concern in regard to the poor relationship that has 
developed between the County Board and Rep. Jacobetti. 

Pat Farrell made a motion that Chairman Anderson send a letter to Mr. Jacobetti 
in an effort to open up a line of communication. Don Potvin seconded it and the 
motion was carried. 

Motion was made by Pat Farrell to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 PM, seconded by 
Don Potvin, motion carried. 

pg 
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• 
SPF.CITIC TAX Il1PLE ·lENTATION COMMITTEE MEEI'ING 

Minutes - March 22, 1978 

PRESENT: Clayton Anderson, Henry Schneider, Pat Farrell, Sally May, 
Jim Sqdergren, Harry Miron, Don Potvin. 

ABSENT: Wes Larson, William Smith. 

Meeting was called to order at 6:28 PM, by Chairman Clayton Anderson. 

The minutes of the January 11th meeting were read by Jim Sodergren. 
A motion made by Henry Schneider to approve the minutes, Jim Sodergren 
second it. Motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

A letter from Senators Ruppe and Riegle, Congress of the United States, 
regarding Steel Company's Foreign Ore Interest. 

A letter from Moody's Industrial Manual - letter is available in Jim 
Sodergren's Office. 

A report sent to Phil May from Professor Dow, University of Montreal, 
regarding inter-relationship steel companies have in the world, report 
available from Jim Sodergren. 

A letter from Keith McCloud, regarding loans on homes in Marquette County 
or the Upper Peninsula. Mr. McCloud stated that certain criteria is 
necessary to get a loan, this letter is also available from Jim Sodergren. 

A letter from Ron Cardone, City Manager of Negaunee asking Jim Sodergren 
for Needs Study. Mr. Cardone also enclosed a copy of a letter he wrote 
to Dominic Jocobetti. 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Jim Sodergren reported that he did receive Ishpeming's Study. 

HOUGHTON HEARING: 

Jim Sodergren gave a brief summary of what went on at the Houghton Hearing. 
Nobody from Industry made a statement indicating that the Iron Ore Tax 
should not be changed. Several asked for increase in Iron Ore Tax. 
Governor Milligan and Dr. Miller said we can expect a change in the base. 
It was discussed why the meetings were held in Houghton. 

Harry Miron made a motion to direct a report to County Board based on the 
imput of the Committee, Pat Farrell second it. Motion carried. A few 
items were suggested to put in the letter to the Board. 

1. Give the Board a history of what we've been doing 
as a Co1D1:1ittee. 

2. Report on the hearings. 

3. Suggest alternatives that would achieve equity. 

4. Suggest the County Board set new rate • . 

5. Consider an Iron Ore Tax credit to home owners. 

Jim Sodergren, Henry Schneider and Sally May will all help in gathering 
information for the letter. 

Motion was made to adjourn at 8:54 PM by Jim Sodergren, Pat Farrell 
second it. Motion carried. 

pg 



Minutes - January 11, 1978 - 7:00 Pi-I 

PP.t'..-SEI.T : Clayton A derson , Jim Soder8re· , Ienry Schneide , Pat Farrell, 
\-Jilliam Smi t\1 . 

ABSB;T : S.1.lly rfoy , Harry !·.iron, 1:!es ½trson, Don Potvin. 

Meetinr: was called to order by Chairr:ian Clayton Anderson. 

A motion H.:ts r.-:ade by J i:n Soderc ren to approve the minutes of the January 6th 
r:1eetin..., , Pa t Farrell second it . r~otion carried . 

REVIE\·/ STATE:-:E:JTS ?OD PUBLIC HEARI NG : 

Jim Soders ren said he would chec k to see if a transcript would be available of 
the public '.ea.rinc and also i nquire about the cost. 

Ji i:: Soder.:;ren reported to t he cor:t':littee t hat he did reply to the Iron County 
Controller. 

Jir:i Soder :=-ren will s peaJc on all aspects on iron ore mining . 

i-Jillia~ Sr.ith will speak on the relation on mining and the community. 

Pat Farrell will speak on County needs. 

Henry Sehr.eider will speak on t he Hinnesota r.11m.n6 structure, tax break, arid 
t hat hic::,·h tax i n 1-Ii nnesota has '1.ot hurt t heir expansion. 

Clavton Ande!'scn v1ill speak on bei1alf of t he comn1 i ttee, as chairman.. He l,·lill cover 
present l eGislat ion , dis t ribution of formula, tell about how t he study committee was 
forr.ied by t he Board and how they i·!ere selected. County Board endorsing the majority 
of t he report , s ettin::; up Specific Tax Impler.1entation Cor.unittee. 

William S:ni t h said each of t he co17ll'!li ttee spee2~ers should end their speech asking 
why t he pu lie hearin6 is to be held in Iron i-: t . and that if it were held in 
l·'.arquette local residents would have an opportunity to cor:nnent . 

Jira Soderc ren reported the .ames of t hose people appointed to serve on the 
leGislative committee , t hey are: 

REPRESEtJTATIVES 

Jacobetti 
Gi ngrass 
Hell!i:a n 
Varnum 
Owen 
C'!;eill 
Geerlini:;s 

SEI'-;ATORS 

Faust 
O'Brien 
Derezinski 
Toepp 
VanderLaa:i 
r~ack 

Jim Sodergren r.!ade the mot ion to adjourn the meetinG at 8:35 PH, Pat Farrell 
second it . Motion carried. 

PG 



Specific 'L'ax I rnplcmcnt.'.l.tion Coinrni ttee !lcctin[j 
!Jovcrnbcr 11, 1977 - ?. : 00 P. r- 1. 

PrcGcnt : /1.nderGon , .Sclrncider, Soderc;r en, Farrell , Potvin, nnd l·:ay 

Absen t : Miron , Larson , and Smith 

1-iif'!UTE.s 

The Minutes of the nrevious meetinp were a proved as distributed . 

Illi--PO.h"T OH L/1.ilSING ·r~np 

Soderr;ren ar..d Anderson reported on t heir trip to Lansinc.; on behalf o i' the 
Co?m1i ttcc . Senator F itz '.:7erald ' s assistant, David Haynes , r.:o.rl e al l t;1 e 
necessary arranr-ements for the trip, securin,'.?: appoin t nents , neetin r-· t i~em 
at t h e ai : art, etc . 

Their a r e ndu includ ed a neetjnr with Representative Ande~son to discuss his 

H. B. l r982 which d eals with cn'1ironmental and taxatioP. issues huvin."" to do 
v1i t:1 n j n inr; . i;ep . Ar,,cl erso:1. exnlained t hat 11e has 8e11c2:cated t , e h m ;_,s::,ues -

environment a n d taxation . Tne ta.=ation portion will be i n t 'oduced to the 
House '.I'axation Cor:;mittee as soon as :oossible . Presently t :1at Commi ttee is 
bus:v \·Ji th Sinr:le Business Tax matters . He also i ndicated t hat he ·Ji1 l talk 
to Jacobetti about t h e Bill a nd \·1 · 11 su r-,cest t }~at t ;1e 'Sill :,e inc lurlccl in 

ti1e hear i ncs Jacobetti has said he Hill conduct on t h e min i n. r; i n dus t r. 0 • 

And.e~son and Soderr,;ren asked Re:9 . Anderson not to ta1. per wi t 'ri taxat ioi-1 on 

under,,..~round minin3 due to the r'.lar[:i nal nature of the operations . 

Rep . A~1derson was apparentljr not aware t hat t he · unio:ns are i n favor of in-

c reasinr the snecific tax and asked for copies of the Steeh:orkers r esolu-
tion aml the l~tter of support from Linus \-,ampler . ('rl1is has been do:-1e) . 

Senator An thony Derenzinsk i \·Jas also contacted . \-/h ile he d i d not c om:,1i t 
himsel f to an inc rease in the tax, h e said he \·Jas conv:i.nced that t h e ?'e ,-,as 
i nea_uit:,r and so1:ie c ha n-:e v,as needed . He asked for a map o f all lands that 
would be exempt . 

ne:presentative Georr,e l-lontc omer:v, Chairper son of t h e House Ta xatio::i r~o:-.i::1itt0c , 

was seen but was not at all helpful. Th e lobbiest f or the r1 i n ing i r ciust r y , as 

leavi nr; rlontc;o rnery ' s office as Anderson a n d Soder[.ren arrived , and ; io n t r.omery 
told t h em that he is opposed to any chant, e . However , he said that i1e had 
asked t h e lobbiest ( Jim Goulette ) to r o back to the minin~ i ndustr~ and come 
u p Hith somethine; that would be acceptable to them . 

A nicetinG was also held \'Jith representatives of t he Departr:~e n t of r-;nna "';er:1e i1 t 
and Budc-et . Those attendinc \·1ere : Robert Kleine, Director of t h e Office of 
Revenue and Tax Analysis, Patricia Cole, Special Assistant to Gerald iiiller , 
a rid Jar,et ;( intzer, State/Local Division Offi ce of Inter- r.:ove1·nme ntal Relati0n s . 

. 

J~ cin e i ndicated t hat ti;e, lmd met \·Ji th ~1 i n i nc reprc s e n tat i v cs ;rnd l110.t t h e 
mininr: i ndustry was willj n g to support a chanr:e in base but with a or-por-
t i ona t e rlcc; r ease i n :rote . 'l~hey that there were •. r eatcr c osts to 

p r oduce a ton of pellets i n 1-i ichi."':an . This point wa s debated by Socter {';ren 
and Anderson , s ho,-,in:,: J.o\·1e r c ostE: i n j.;i c h .· ,·a n t ,an I-; i nncso l·a in s o: :c- i::1po r -

tant a r ca.G . Sodcrp'c n alGo pointed out t 1at the r, i n inc i ndHst r y re :·u,ed to 
c.nbrii t t hc-i.r c- oGt ::;}10 0-t:s t o lnc; .~ U!) t1 e i · ar ··nn cnt" 1:hat costc a rr ;,; .. 110 i r, 
; ;jc lli ~·;i n . Socl 0r:-T c >1 n.sl:0rl i f t .hc Gov e r n o r ' s r a m t he thr0c r; ate ~; (: ,i c :ti ··an , 

i •,11 c- GC1 i·,, , ,,Pd '.'j r, ,c,11 , ;in ) :rn,ld !:cct to ,1i :--:c u r,, l'l i ,1 i 1" :1 1c: !.\, le ii 1 i, •·,i;prl 

t ;,Gt cl1 e ••oul<l pocc t hnt ci ue r. :ion to t h e Governor . 

Kld1 c r:00 .1e<i to k00'!') '!')rc:-;:-:j n,· for a ,iur:tificntion o need ·ror t h e c ~,tra 
J·cvc i111e a n i 11c r co'.l.Ge i n t 1e ta:~ ,-,oulu br i n 1: , a nd cJitl11 ' t ccci:1 Lo 1>0 r;,, c ,; ll -

c , .·;ied \·dt l1 ti1 c j11 eq 11 ·i t y of '!·lie t n :: . ~5nc\C l";rc J1 r:11 · ·cr; tcd -t.·nt :i. f' i'u') r;pe,:i-

f ' c tm:: c;011Jd :1ot be j n c r casc-cl to ac h iev e eqn .. t y , t h en a rc,:rnlty t,,:, r,hould 
he ir1 occ d . 



Specific 1'ax I r~plcmen to.tion Corirnittee f.leetinc: 
I !over:ibcr 11 , 197'1 - 2 : 00 P . J.; . 

llinutes Co:1tinuecl - Pa.r.e 2 

FollO\·Ji n;,; cliscuss{on or~ the r epor t, it \·ms moved by Potvin , suJ)norted by 
Farrell , t h::i.t the Cornmi ttec r;end a lette r of thn.nks to Senator F i tz. .'"erald 
for all t h e help his aicle J)avid 1!.:tyne.s provided to the Committee, Hi t h a 
copy of the letter t o r,o to lla:yn e s . 'l'he mot ion carried . 

It uns then moved by I lay , supported 
record in favor of J\nderson ' s bill . 
bill attach ed to these r:iinutes ). 

by Farrell , t]:lat the Committee r,·o on 
Motion carried . ( Co~y of Anderson ' s 

The Comni ttee then discussed i nfore1ation that should be compiled nncl r· n-
:9hics t1at s hould be dr::n 1 to assist in prese,1tin . t he Co~1p1 :i.ttce ' s :::inni t:i.on . 
Farrell a rreed to color a map to represent lands t hat are u..r1rl.er s ric.cific tax, 
Com.1ercial r arest :i.ieserve lar.ds , Stnte lnnds, and. · 1ar:cls held b;' ;·!i ;u nnd ;.;su . 
Farrell and Soderc ren will worl· to[;ether on a needs assess'.nent . 

cor iJ ;ul'.ICATIO. !8 

From : SEI-!AT0:-1 RI EGLE , in res::,onse to a request for assistance, stc1.tin,· that 
t he rr.atter would ultir;ately be decided i n t he State J.e,.,. islature a nd that he 
could :'):t·ovice n o assistance at ·i:his tine , but ne_ haps at a ::u ture elate . 

DAVE DEROCHE statin,r\ ·bat the I r on Coun ty Plar..n i nr. Co r:1mission has m:aninous-
ly !)a.RSed a r esolution i n support of a c han~e i n the Sl_Jeci ic tax a11d will 
r.1al;:e a recorn'.lendati on to the Iron Coun t y l3oard to d.o the same . 

PAUL Gr?.AVELDOI! I t o the Jli n_i!J.;'. J onrnal re:,;nrdin •, a n .irt icle t~1at a nneared i n 
Business \!ee c, titled tl'.fo.y l·ioney .t 10\·:s fro r.1 Iron Cre" . Sod.err-Te" i ndicated 
t hat t his is a most infornative article . ( Copy of the article attached to 
t hese mi m: tes ). 

JHi CLAHCY t o 1-lininr-; J.9_u}:,:':al a r :::uin;, t hat Hinnesota aid Viic h i ,·an cannot be 
C0 !1T~Bred and poi "ltinr·: out t 1a t i·iinnesota ta~:;:ia, ers are not benefit i n-;: fr om 
the ta:( structure t here . After son e diGcussion the Co:nmi ttee (cci(~cct t;10..t 
i t t10uld be better to plan fo r paid. advertisin r.:: - - :')C Y'ha ,::is to a nr)ear 
w~e~ ~en . Anderson ' s bi_l is bein ~ considered that will clcRrly i ~~ icate 
t aat the Commit t ee ' s i n formation on ilinnesota is c orrect . 

Fii;.I\J'ICIAL R.EPOET 

Moved by Potvin and supported by Farrell that the financial report be 
accepte<l . 

NE1:/ BUSii:ESS 

--;cr.:i.use :'.ti:··, y of t 'lc J.e· i .-.J ato:i·s dO\-ni ctate a r c no t .'.11 • • •o..·.~e . :f t::c h 1·0,:,.rl r. 11.-_, ,)01 -t 
fo r a c hanr·e i n the s pecif i c tax , the Cammi ttee dec i ded to s end cop ie:::; of 
t h e sm: a ~·ticJ.cs and ed i t 0r i::i.J. i n sunnort of a c ,1.an r;e in t}1e rmcc; f'-ic t a ·: , 
to tlw House ~nd Senate '.1.'ax'3:i:io.:-: Cor:u i ttees a nd b 1e Cuv01· •01· . 

;\n i nvitn t ion \·Ju.G l'eceive d l:i'0.1 ti1e .)elta Cou1"t t •r l\oa 1·d l, O ,;,)c;,1 \ t. l .\ ()•, 

"r- r-· 1'.,0r (, nt 7 : -:;o P . :: . 1"11.1 rt iiO;f1l'·1 nf CC T \·_,;7 :-1lso he :it t',0 ··rr-f-i T · tn 
present th e Flil'i _r· :i.nrl ur;tr .. ' ' P. r;icle of the s neciric tax i r;r.u0 . l L , .... 1,; :v·: ·0.cc.i• 
; ' , ·1 · 1\.,~,· i. : !Oll).cl 1, , t ·,·1t ~; .i :·:. t.roul rl hr- ;1: ;':cci to ·n . ,~l:; , , , : ; ,,! r• · ·, ·,, : '·" ·1 

,1.tlc11c.i n 11d 1 if ;1or;:-;ihJc , ;\mkrr~o ,1. 

Lo tion h;: Fnrrell, sunnortcd h;r Socler 1T e n to Geml a letter to all tltocc \-/110 

\ H'! ' C c (1:11. ;1.ctecl O,! the l .. ,?;,: j,: · Lr·i~J , Lha:!l:in · t: t -- ;1 fo1 · 1:l1ci 1· t. ·i :.; ,, :1?id c:n .·::i -
cl i·n!;:in:, . fl ·" Jct J.ctt0r lo ;:en . !1 ,rlcr-:~011 p:Jed •··i 11• · r:upp(,r(. of ;,·ir: tii l ,7. 1 1• 1 

t r r- i_ n, h :i.ri to ca 7.1 fo r no chanr-·e on unrlcr 0 -rouncl rni.n in r· t::i.:~ation . Con:i er. of 
Lj1js lcl.Lc l' t be Gc11t. t > L'.1c :.,cdi u. a::; a pi ·e :;::: 1·e leace ( ll . 1' . v, j .cl , ) . ; ,,, · iu11 
cn1Tic d . 
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Spccifjc Tax Impl mcntntion Committee Mcet i n~ 
flovc '1bcr 11, 1977 - ? :00 P . f.1 . 

J!inutcs Conti1 uecl Pn.r-·e 3 

Potvin pro~)osecl t hat Anderson be put on per diem by the Co1,m1i ttec to press 
for active end6rscment from local unions . Anderson declined . 

Viotion by Potvin , su~)ported by Sc hneider , to udjorn . !-lotion carried . 

SJ.I/ ab 

Attch . 

-Respectfully submitted , 

Sally i-:ay 



' • 
~~pecj_ fie 'J'ax Iinplcmcm tat ion Co m1t1i t tee Mect:lnc; 
0cptcr1bcr j O, 19'77 G:50 P . M. 

Present : tliron , Schneider , Sodcrc;ren, l\ndcrGou and Mo.y 

l\hcc11t : J..n1·son , rotvill , Smith nnd Fo.rrcll 

'1' hc 1c c ti 11; ; 11as called t o order immediately f olloHing a brief disaussion with 

0e1io. l or .'illin r.1 Yi t :::.1--;cr .:i.lcl . 1rllose i n attcndo.nce at t he meetiHG wit h the Senator , 

bcsid cs Co11::-ii ttee r. embers \·Jere : Dayid Haynes , Assistant to the Sena tor, a nd 

To:,1 J.::i.ldiui . 

co;.;;·:;m-:ICJ\'l'IOI:S : 

Soder~rcn }Jr csented t!1e f ollo1villG comr:nmico.tions for consideration and di s cussion- - -

1. .'.:c.sponsc fro r.1 Davi d I'! . Skillings, Jr. , Publisher and Edi tor , of Skillinc; ' s l-lininc; 

Revic11 to i nquiry by Henry Schneider re0ardi ng the settini:; of the price of Old 

?.ance i:on- Bessemer Ore . Ac cording to t he communication ( a copy attached to these 

r:: i!: utcs ) Cleveland Cliffs Iron Company is t he only company to ship this product 

and ti1erefore sets the price . 

2 . Copy of a letter from Linus \·/ampler, Un ited Steelworkers District #33 President, 

to Cl1::i.rles Younclove, Uni ted Steelworkers District #29 President, inf orI(ling him of 

'.,'a!Tlplcr ' s support of a change in t he Specific Tax formula and asking for his support 

of s.:i.re . Also a follow up l e tter from Sodergren , on behalf of the Committee, to 

You.i7.c l ove rec;ardi ng t he Committee ' s position and pledge to provide any i nformation , 

assistance , etc . 

3. Letter from Soderc ren to State Representative Anderson regarding H. B. 4982 ex-

prcssin.c; concern t hat this bill Hill repeal the Spec i fi c Ta.'< altoget.her and 

explaining tJ1at the Cor.imi ttee ' s position is for no chan0e on underbround operations 

due to tl1e ;,1a:q;inal operation of this type of mine . Sent reco mE1endation of Committee 

but have received no reply as yet . 

L~ . Copy of a resolution from the Dickinson County Road Commission to ~-:illiken and 

ot~1ers opposinr; a chanGe in the Specific Tax • 

.,1 . Letter to t he Coimni ttee from Osr.nmd Kemp , Recordine Secretary of the I·-Iarquette 

County Labor Council, i ndicating t hat it would not be possible to provide the 

Car.un i ttee vri t _ mailine; a ddresses of AFSI-IE locals . 

6. Copy of a resolution fror.i Baraga County Board of Commissioners in support of a 

chance in t he Specific Tax . 

1 !E1.! BUSINESS : 

Sode:rgren r epor ted t hat the Comnittee has rece ived a copy of "Introduction to the 

Sub ject of Assessment Valuation of Ta: . .ible Iron Mining Properties" and "A Critique of 

the l·lichii;an System of Iron Ore Mining Property Va luation As It Has Evolved Since 191011 • 

These mater·ials were received from the Iron County Der.1ocratic Party . Moved by Soderg ren , 

supported by Schneider to approve i 27. 60 be sent to t he Iron County Democratic Party to 

reimburse for the duplicating costs on these materials . Motion carried unanimously . 

OLD BUSINESS : 

There was some discus sion on the . advisability of meeting with Representative Anderson 

and others , if possible , to e :>q)lain the Committee ' s pos;_tion on t he Specific Tax. It 

\·1as r.ioved by Miron , s upported by nay and unanimously carried, that Sodergren be 

authoriz ed to set up such a mee ting as soon as possible. 

Sodergren asked if the Commit tee should contact the unions now. It was the consensus 

of t he Committee that this s hould be done and that various materials be sent to them 

for their information . 



Dpecific Tax Implementation Committee 
September 30 , 1977 
Pac;e 2 

m:POITI' S : 

Anderson reported that the County Boa.rd has sent a follow up letter to Representat ive 
J-::.cobetti reGardinc the proposed hcarinr;s on the .Specific Tax , since no reply has been 
received to the Board 1 D firDt letter of inquiry . 

Soderr:re1 r eported th.at he has wr~ttcn to John Pavlovich , Chairperson of the Gor.;ebic 
Democra t ic Party , about r:1al~inG a presentation to their group. Hr . Pavlovich phoned 
ii r eply sa:,ri ;-i ·; t l ~t he \/ill .fir 1- up a day anct time for such a presentation as soon as 
possible . 

Andcr"on infor::1ed the Cammi ttee that Joe Racine has distributed the Spec ific Tax 
Cor:1r.1i ttec ' s brochures to a number of people i n the Gwinn area , and as a result these 
people l!ave asl~cd to he.:i.r a presentation by the Cammi ttee . Racine -rill help to 
arrang e such a r.iee tini:; at the Committee ' s request . 

'rhere bcinG no f urther business to come before the . Cammi ttee , the r.1eeting was adjourned 
at 7:15 P . H. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sally May 
Secretary 



........ 

I • Review 
210 SELLWOOD BUILDING 

DUL.UTH, MINNESOTA 55802 U .S.A. 

Mr. Henry w. Schneider 
Director 
True Equalization Department 
County of Marquette 
Marquette, Michigan 49855 

Dear Mr. Schneider: 

PHONE: 216 · 722-2310 

September 29, 1977 

In reply to your letter of September 8, I think that perhaps the only 
produc ers of Old Range Non-Bessemer ore are the Mather mine of The Cleve-
land-Cliffs Iron Company and the Sherwood mine of Inland Steel Mining 
Company. 

I believe that most of the Mather ore is purchased by Bethlehem Steel 
Corporat ion and, of course, the Sherwood ore is purchas ed by Inland Steel 
Cor:ipany. 

In our issue of January 15, the current price of Old Range non-bes semer 
ore is $21.43 per gross ton basis, 51. 50% iron natural, was established 
by Cleveland-Cliffs , which is the principal producer. 

I hope that the above informa tion is useful. 

Yours very truly, 

DUS:t 



Specific Tax Implementat ion Committee Meeting 
Sep;tcnbP.r 7, 1977 - J:00 P.M . 

Present: Anderson, Sodergren, Schneider, May, Smith and Farrell 

Guest in Attendance: Alden Clark 

Absent and excused : Miron , Larson and f:otvin 

The meeting was called to order by Anderson . An outline was established from which a 
statement will be drafted on behalf of the Committee . Hr . Anderson will make the 
presentation. 

The Committee agreed the presentation would be made in order as follows : 

I. Present Legislation 

A. Purpose 
B. Formula 
c. Lieu of Property Tax 

D. Distribution 

II. The Study Committee 

A. Makeup 
B. Charge to the Committee 
C. Findings 

III . Marquette County Board of Commissioner's position 

A. Endorsement of Board 

1. Communication to all legislators with copies of Ma jority and 
Minority reports . 

B. Setting up of the Specific Tax Implementation Committee 

1. Charge to the Committee 

a . Meeting with legislators 
b . E.ducate the public 

2 . List organizations that have supported the increase in the Specific 
Tax. 

3. Request for legislator's support . 

IV. For a conclusion Farrell suggested presenting each member of the Legislative 
Committee with a copy of all of the material the Committee has to date. 

A general discussion ensued concerning individual presentations. The following ideas 
were presented : 

Sodergren suggested that each presentation not exceed 10 minutes . He also ex ressed 
the concern of the sequence in which committee members might be called to speak. 

Members listed belO\•T will prepare presentations on t he following : 

Sodergren- - - tax royalties , costs such as power, eri nding , etc . 

Sodergren- - - response to industry presentations and cover subjects t hat r: y 
come up during the hearing not c:-Jvcred by other committe e me1::;bcrs . 

Schneider- - - comparison of Minnesota and Michir;o..n Specific Tax as it relates to 
Minnesota and Michigan Property Tw- l s . 



Specific Tax I mplementation Committee Meeting 
Sept ember 7, 1977 - 1:00 P.M • 
.E'age c 

May suggested that it would be valuable to have someone speak who can make the 
comparison beb-1een tax rate and t~ base as they apply to the Specific Tax and 
t he Property Tax. 

Smith - Quality of Life 

Farrell - Mining related Government service 

Mi r on - - - Mining as capital intensive -vs- labor intensive , industry covering 
employment related information , etc . that was covered by Labor 
Representative Ernie Ronn in his position paper for the Specific Tax 
Study Committee . 

May and Potvin - - - general statement with choice of subject emphasis 

The Committee then agreed to the following suggestions : 

Request from Sodergren to make 14 copies of all the material to date . 

Smith suggested that Committee members contact community members in support of a tax 
change to speak at the hearings . Mr . Ben Harris, who has had some letters in the 
Mining Journal , was mentioned . 

Sodergren asked that Schneider get information on the distribution of the Salt Tax from 
the Salt Hines in Hayne County. 

Mr . Clark addressed some questions and comments to the Committee and indicated he feels 
t hat t he mines should be paying a tax on the product actually shipped but has not yet 
decided the merits of the right of the County Board ' s position on the Specific Tax. 

A motion was made by Anderson, seconded by Smith and carried that the meeting be adjourned . 

Meeting adjourned at 3:30 P.M . 



' 
Snccific ' i' X fr -i ... , t,-,· : )·. 
J\uEUSt -,n 7_0'/? - .5 : j O P . M. 

• 
Present : Farrell , May, Schneider, Sodergren , Anderson, Potvin and Smith 
Others in Attendance : Edmund Thomas , Attorney and Dane Scott, Sterio 100 Radio 

bsent: La.rson and Miron (The two members were excused ) 

MINUTES 

The r·cetin v1as called to order by Anderson . Sodergren made a motion that the minutes of 
t ie l a st r1eeting be approved . Potvin seconded the motion. The minutes were unanimously 
e pproved . 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Sodergren r ead a report from Schneider in regard to the assess ments on mines in Arizona . 
Commercial Rnd industrial properties are assessed a t 25 percent of value whereas producing 
njnes are 3Rs0ssed at. 60 percent . 

Sortergren r ead a letter from Klaryc e M. Bilski, Iron County Clerk , in regard to the Iron 
County Boa r d of Commjssioner ' s meeting of August 9, 1977. The Iron County Board tabled the 

etter and acc o1~~~nyjng brochure from the Marquette County Specific Tax Implementation 
Cor.imjttee for furthe r study , and a greed to invite the members of the Committee to the next 
regular Bo rd Heeting on Tuesday, Se1,>tember 13, 1977 at 1:00 P.M . which will be held at the 
I r on County Co 1r t house, Crystal Falls . Anderson , Sodergren, Smith and Potvin will attend 
t he meetinrr . 

Sodergren read a letter from Keith D. Palkki , Rec ording Secretary, Local Union 2912 , USHA 
saying that this union had adopted the resolution calling for a chan ~e in the Specific Tax . 
It ,-,as agreed , after some discussion , that the Committee should publicize the fact that 
Local Union 2912 has passed the resolution . 

Sodergren read a letter from Joe Racine to Rep. Jacobetti asking Jacobetti if he had a 
report on the Minnesota Tax Program. Mr. Racine had not received an answer as of this rtate . 

SaJly May toJd the Committee of verbal communications : 

She had heard from the Iron County Democratic Party that following Sodergren ' s and Anderson ' s 
presentation to them they passed a resolution calling for a change in the Specific Tax 
formula . Shortly after the Democrat Party had received a n invitation from a mining company 
representative for dinner and drinks to discuss the situation . The dinner was held and the 
mining representative gave a presentation but the Iron County Demicratic Party did not chance 
their position . 

The Goegebic County Democratic Party was very interested in havin,, a member of the Commi ttee 
speak at one of their Meetings . The person to contact is John Pavlovich , a teacher from 
Goegehic Community College . The Committee said that they \·,ould be interested in attend in a 
r.ieetin and ,-muld contact Mr . Pavlovich a s to v,hen the meetin , would be . May told the 
Co•nmittee that Mr . Pavlovich has a copy of the Ma_;ori ty and Minority Reports . 

Se had hr.:1rrt from the \'Jest Iron School Board . The Superintendant of the West Iron County 
Sc½ool wrote a . etter to Rep . ~Tacobetti asking that there not be a change in the distribution 
of the SpN:ifi c: Tax. rr 1e West Iron Schools receive $37,000 . a year tax revenue from the 
~1-Pn10oct n ; n P . 'J'hj mi ,, will close next August . Dick Pall is in c"liarr e of the pub] ici ty 
f'n t he i , ~ a fl i ni.ng r "'- 1r::i. y . He -,r,d the Specific Tax Commj tt e a.re j nv · ted to ttend t h0ir 
~ext Sc: J., n0l Bar ,.,00 .._• ,,,:,; on 'rnes . ay , September 20, 1977 at 5 :30 P.M. A 1otion was made by 
S 0 ith 1 ,<-e<:(, 1ded b;v Pn vi n c1r r arried that the Commjttee at ond. Sodere;ren , Smith and 
Potvin wiJl att end . 

'J'l, 0re ,-ms a rrcneral d · s cu s i 011 
c 01~i nr h,... ,.., ,; nc·s to e scherlu l e 
' ' < rl err rcn .:111ci. carried to hri 1 ·0 a 
nlnnn ing r ri .h mem .er ' s pos j t"0n 

HEARINf'.!S 

on uhat the Com»Jittee shoulri do to prepare for the up-
by Rep . Jacobett ·• A t'.1ot ion wns made by Smith , seconded hy 
me eting September 7, 1977 at 1 :00 P . M. for the purpose of 
pr ' or to the public hearj n~s . 
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BROCIIDRES ( DISTRIBUTION) 

• 
It was suggested that copies of the brochure and resolution be sent to various units of government and local union • Harry Miron _ will be asked to supply the names an_d addresses of all local unions . A motion was made by Sodergren , seconded by May and carried that 1000 

more brochures be or dered . 
NEHS MEDIA 

Discussion was held in regard to the seeming reluctance of some of the ne,-rs media to print some of the letters to Editor from Sodergren . Further efforts and contacts will be made , if necessary, with various Editors in an effort to get the letters printed . 

MEEI'ING. WITH GOVEmIOR 

A motion was made by Smith, seconded by May and carried that the Committee continue ef orts to meet with Governor Milliken. 

A.G. REPORr 

The A. G. Opinion regardin Specific Tax and it ' s distribution has not been received . Efforts Hill be made to get the Opinion after Hhich Bill Smith will study and report to the Comr.1ittee . 
l UNITED STEEL \·JORKERS OF ANERICA 

Efforts should continue to be made in setting up a meeting with Linus Wampler , President of Steehmrkers District 33. Harry Miron will be asked to help in scheduling a meeting wi th him . 

REPRESENTATIVE ANDERSON'S BILL 

Sodergren told the Committee of a news article indicating that State Representative Ander s on is writing leg · slat ion pertaining to the Specific Iron Ore Tax . A motion was made by Pob j n, seconded by Farrell and carried that Sodergren first call then write to Rep . An erson , to determine what sort of egislation he is proposing. 

OTHER l\TEW BUSINESS 

Sodergren told the Committee of a meeting he attended at the Nicolet College in Rhinelander , Wisconsin, of the Hisconsin Mineral Resources Association made up primarily of County Commissioners . He was very impressed with .Mr . Kreske , a banker from Iron River, ,-,ho spoke on equity. 

OTHER OLD BUSINESS 

Potvin told the Committee that he is still interested in a thermometer or ~raph type form of pub ici ty showin the ar.iount of money lost to government for every day ( or v1ee1<) the Specific Tax remains unchaneed . A motion was made by Sodergren, seconded by Potvin and carried that Sodergren and Schneider ,-,ould \·mrk on such a graph that would not require a lot o detailed data and report back to the Committee at the next meeting . 

ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Sodergren , seconded by Schneider and carried that the meeting be adjourned . 

l~etin adjourned at 5 :30 P . M. 



Specific Tax Implementation Committee Meeting 
July 11, 1977 - 7:00 P.M. 

• 
- --· ----{)resent--:--And-erson-,- -Potv-in,--Farre~-¼-,- -Sodergren , -Schneider, -and -Larson-----------__ _:__-~ 

/ 

Absent: Smith, Miron, and May (The three members were excused) 

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Anderson. Larson made a motion that the 
minutes of the last meeting be approved.· Sodergren seconded the motion. The 
minutes were unanimously approved. ,. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Sodergren informed the committee that the United Steel Workers have requested 
a speaker for a meeting on July 17, 1977 at 7:00 P.M. Anderson said that he 
would attend the meeting and speak. 

Sodergren received a letter from George Montgomery, Chairman of the Taxation 
Committee, indicating that the information received relative to the public 
hearings conducted by Rep. Jacobetti will be considered by his committee. 

Sodergren received a letter from Jesse Perry of the United Steel Workers of 
America requesting a speaker. He told the committee that he will check further 
with Mr . Perry when the meeting would be. 

Sodergren reported a letter received from Rep. Dominic Jacobetti requesting a 
complete audit of the County's expenditures and receipts. 

Anderson asked if communications were sent to other counties •. Sodergren said 
that they were, but he did not recall which counties. Potvin suggested that 
communications be sent to Delta, Menominee, Dickinson, Iron, Goegebic, Ontonagon, 
Houghton, Keewanaw, Baraga and Alger Counties. The committee unanimously agreed. 

BROCHURE 

A discussion was held on the brochure. Several recommendations were ma.de These 
recommended changes will be incorporated to the brochure and mailed to members 
for final approval before printing. 

COORDINATOR REPORr 

On June 20, 1977 Sodergren spoke at a meeting of the U.S.W.A., Local #2912 
June 28, 1977 Sodergren spoke at a meeting of the United States Steel 

Workers, Local #5440 
July 7, 1977 Sodergren attended a meeting with Sally May at Senator 

Donald W. Reigle 's offrce. 

Sodergren reported on a meeting with ~ommissioner :oseph O. Racine relative to 
his discussion with Rep. Dominic Jacobetti. It is Joe's feeling that _Rep. 
Jacobetti is opposed to any increase in the specific tax. 

A motion was made by Potvin, seconded by Larson and carried that the committee 
subscribe to two magazines from Minnesota. Sodergren ordered six- months 
subscriptions from the Skillings' Mining Review and the Minneapolis Star. 

A motion was made by Farrell, Seconded by Larson and carried that Sodergren will 
look into the possibility of setting up a meeting with Vice President Walter 
Mondale, Governor William G. Milliken, Governor Perpich (Minnesota), and Linus 
Wampler, Director of U.S. Steel Workers, on July 27th at the National Association 
of County's conference in Detroit. Those authorized to attend are Commissioners 
Anderson and Racine and Sodergren. Expenses for Anderson and Racine would be 
paid by the County Board and expenses for Sodergren would be paid by the Specific 
Tax Implementation Committee. 

--



Specific Tax Implementation Committee 
July 11, 1977 

____ _J'ag~ _? _________ ------

om BUSINESS 

• 
Larson asked the committee if they had ever received any information on Tax 
Legislation from the State of Alabama, Schneider told the committee that they 
had ~ot. The four largest mi~ing states are Michigan, Minnesota, Alabama and 
Wisconsin. 

NEW BUSINESS .. 
Sodergren informed the committee that Commissioner Joseph Racine indicated that 
a report from Rep. Jacobetti will be received shortly concerning the Specific 
Tax. Copies of this report will be mailed to all members prior to the next 
scheduled meeting. 

Potvin recommended that further effort be made to emphasize to the public the 
importance of having a change in the Iron Ore Tax. He suggested a thermometer 
type poster be made indicating the amount or revenue lost for every day the 
recommended change is delayed. 

Larson suggested a similar type graph in the Action Shopper. 

Potvin suggested we lo_ok into the possibility of hiring a person through CETA 
money to spear-head the committee. 

ADJOURN 

A motion to adjourn was made by I.arson, seconded by Sodergren and _carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

_e_ ~ -
Phylli~l~ 
Secretary 

= 



Specific Tax Implementation Committee 
June 14, 1977 - 7:00 p.m. 

' 
Present: Commissioners Anderson, May, and Potvin, County Treasurer Sodergren, 

Absent: 

F,qualization Director Schneider, Mr. Harry Miron, and Negaunee 
Township Supervisor Larson. 

Commissioner Farrell, Mr. _William Smith. 

A' regular meeting of the Specific Tax Implementation Committee was held at the 
County Courthouse· Annex. The meeting was called to o~der by Chairperson 
Anderson. Schneider moved to approve the previous meeting's minutes, and with 
support from Miron, the . motion carried unanimously. 

A speaker's information packet prepared by Sodergren was distributed to committee 
members. Sodergren then explained each section. Several suggestions regarding 
additional material were heard. Potvin suggested including a list of persons 
contacted by letter to participate in the study committee, plus a copy of the 
letter, the final list of people appointed, and Hope Trapp's letter with the 
Board's charge to the committee. It should be stressed that the members repre-
sented diverse segments of the population, including the mining industry. ·Miron 
thought researching Minnesota news articles for reaction to the raise of tax to 
$.45 per ton would be valuable. Potvin wanted a statement on a depletion allowance 
from the mining industry included in the presentationa 

A general discussion ensued concerning questions and topics that might be raised 
at a presentation. 

Anderson led a discussion on strategies. It was felt that since this is a Upper 
Peninsula-wide problem, it should be shown with concrete examples from Minnesota 
that a change in the tax does not decrease growth and expansion in the . mining 
industry. It was suggested that an open letter to Senator Mack and Representative 
Jacobetti regarding their failure to respond to the committee might be published 
in the Mining Jo~rnal. Potvin moved, with Larson supporting, that a letter 
commending the Mining Journal on Peter Brown's series of articles covering the 
Specific Tax be sent. Motion passed unanimously. Sodergren moved the committee 
make an update on their progress to the County Board at the next regular board 
meeting • . Miron seconded the motion, and after discussion, it carried unanimously. 
May and Sodergren are to write the report and make copi•es available to the press; 
and Anderson is to present it. 

May read the rough draft of a form letter to be sent to groups, informing them of 
the committee's availability to meet with them. Various changes were suggested 
by committee members. Potvin moved the letter be approved. Schneider supported, 
and the committee unanimously passed the motion. A list was framed of groups and 
persons the letter will be sent to: 

1. Labor 
2. League of Women Voters 
3. all involved County Boards, especially Dickinson _County's 
4. U.P. Association meeting 
5. Taxation Committee in Lansing 
6. Governor Milliken 
7. Representative Anderson 
8. Kiwanis Golden Key Club 
9. Lions Clubs 

10. Marquette Taxpayer Assoc. c/o Bob Ling, Woolworth 
11. U.P. Environmental Coalition 
12. American Assoc. of University Women 
13. U.P. Superintendents 
14. Michigan Assoc. ~f Counties 
15. Democratic and Republican Parties 

A brochure designed by May was discussed with certain changes made by members. 
It was decided that Sodergren will write the specific wording of the brochure. 

I 

-------·------------- - - - -·~-·-----------. .------·- ------ -. -- .. --- - ----·-- ---- --.. - --------
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A copy will be sent to members to approve before printing_. Potvin moved a 
committee of May and Sodergren be allowed to get 2,000 copies printed after 
phone approval by committee members 9f the draft design. Miron supported . the 
motion, which then passed unanimously. 

The committee then looked into ways the general public might be contacted. 
Ideas brought up were: 

1. Letters-to-the-editor of the Mining Journal. May moved, and 
Potvin seconded the motion that Sodergren respond to Mr. John 
M. Ohlson's letter-to-the-editor and a copy be sent to· Virginia, 
Minnesota's newspaper. Since the committee was concerned about 
misconceptions the public might draw from the letter, the motion 
passed unanimously. 

2. Reports to the County Board. 
3. Information packet and synopsis be placed in public libraries. 
4. Information packet be sent to Linus Wampler along with letter 

urging him to meet with the committee to act on the resolution 
the steelwo~kers adopted. 

5. A televised panel discussion by Sodergren, Pe:ter Brown, and Arthur 
Roemer, Minnesota's Commissioner of Revenue. 

6. Contact Upper Great Lakes Commission. 
7. Ask Linus Wampler to set up a committee to iniplement steelworkers' 

resolution. 

A communication from Local 2912 was read request'ing that Anderson or Sodergren 
speak at their next meeting - June 20, 1977. Sodergre~ volunteered to attend, 
with Schneider accompanying him. 

It was decided the Chairperson will call another committee meeting as necessary 
to cover developing events. Meanwhile, members will develop their strategies 
and presentation. 

On a motion from Potvin, with Miron seconding, the meeting was adjourned. 

---------

Respectfully .submitted, 

Suzanne Dewey, 
Secretary 

I 

- . . . - . - - ; -. -. - . . - -- ----· 



Specific Tax Implementation Committee Meeting 
May 17, 1977 - 7:00 p.m. 

Present: Commissioners Anderson, May, and Potvin, County Treasurer Sodergren, 
Equalization Director Schneider, Mr. Harry Miron, and Negaunee -
TownGhip Supervisor Larson. 

Absent: Commissioner Farrell, Mr. -William Smith. 

A regular meeting of the Specific Tax Implementation Committee was held at the 
County Courthouse. 

On a motion by Larson, with Schneider seconding, the previous meeting's minutes 
were unanimously approved. 

Anderson spoke on the need to convince Senator Mack and Representative Jacobetti 

to meet with the committee to discuss the revision of the present specific tax. 
The rough draft of a letter to Jacobetti by May was read. Sodergren and Potvin 
suggested that the date of the next specific tax meeting be included in the 
letter. They also wished to get across the· point that although the committee 

desires to meet with Jacobetti -as soon as possible, they will proceed with their 

plans if he does not contact them. Sodergren moved, with Potvin seconding, that 

the letter be sent to Jacobetti, and a copy attached to the corrmittee's minutes. 

It was agreed that the minutes ~f the meetings should have the same circulation 
as those of County Board Committees • . 

There was a discussion on resources for information and groups to contact to 
influence state representatives on the tax matter. Anderson said letters-to 
-the-editor were effective, May suggested distributing information in the form 
of brochures, and Miron suggested sending leaflets to the steelworkers unions. 

Sodergren moved that all local United Steelworkers Unions be contacted by letter 

asking that the committee be put on their agendas to meet with them. Motion 
supported by Potvi~ and carried unanimously. 

There followed a discussion on what ideas will be stressed in speaking to groups. 

Important points were: comparison between Michigan's and Minnesota's business 
climates, the increase in property taxes as compared to iron ore. A letter from 

Clairmont Transfer Company was brought up. They protested any change in the 
specific tax as they thought it might slow growth in the area. 

Anderson_-off~re·d to speak to steelworkers~ unions. Potvin suggested Sodergren 
outline main points of a presentation based on his eA-perience so all committee 
members would be· equally informed. A speaker's packet will be designed for each 

committee -member. In addition, - each member will receive background information 
to include: 

1. commi~tee _majorily~ and_minority reports 
2. --committee minutes:_·- ' 
3. letters-to-the-editor 
4. Minnesota tax structure report 

.5. material on Wisconsin's tax structure. 
6. local newspaper articles dating back to 1940's and 1950's 
7. history of specific tax 
-B. copy of pertinent legislation and amendments 
9. effect of Groveland mine on Dickinson County's taxes 

10. geology of iron ranges in other counties 

Sodergren, Schneider, May, and secretary Sue Dewey will gather the necessary 
information for the committee before the next meeting. 

Anderson stated that the committee should develop target groups and a system for 

getting the most public attention for tbe information gathered-.- In · addition to 
contacting groups in Marquette County, such as the League -of Women Voters, it 
was felt necessary to contact county commissioners ruid organizations in other 

counties. 

Following a general discu9aion of ways to implement the committee's aims, May 
read a list of items to be considered at the next committee meeting: 
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1. draft letter and information to be sent to groups 
2. list of groups (each committee member will bring suggestions) 
3. study information for committee 
4. proposed speakers' packet and brochure designs 
5. be prepared for work session to prepare for giving 

presentations 
6. ways to inform the public 

The budget proposal for the committee, prepared by Sodergren and Potvin, was 
read and revisions made. After brief input from the members, it was requested 
that $3,50.00 be added to the travel account for mileage to and from the regular 
meetings. Miron made the motion to. accept the following budget and submit it 
to the county board. Schneider seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously. 

Salaries (part-time secretary) 
Office Supplies & Printing 
Telephone 
Travel & Expenses 

s 625.00 
1,000.00 

100.00 
2,150.00 

S 3,875.00 

Larson moved that the next meeting date for the committee be set for Tuesday, 
June 14th at 7:00 p.m. at the Courthouse. May supported the motion which was 
then unanimously approved. 

Miron moved that a letter of congratulations be sent to Linus Wampler, newly 
elected President of District 33, United Steelworkers of America. The letter 
should describe the specific tax committee, their desire to meet with him, and 
acknowledge District 33's endorsement of the County Board's position on the 
specific tax. Potvin supported, and the motion passed unanimously. 

After a short discussion, it was decided that Sodergren act as coordinator for 
information gathered by members, coordinate who will be attending functions, 
and will react to new developments as they occur in the name of the committee. 

Potvin suggested having a student do internship as a researcher for the committee. 
One use would be to research past articles in the Mining Journal, particularly 
during the time the specific tax was being enacted. 

Larson moved to adjourn the meeting, Sodergren seconded the motion, and it was 
carried unanimously by the members of the committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Suz~= J) ~ 
Secretary 



MARQUETTE COUNTY 
SPECIFIC TAX IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE 

Clayton Anderson 
Pat Farrell 
'Wes Larson 
Sally May 
Harry Miron 

Dominic J. Jacobetti, 108th District 
State House of Representatives 
Lansing, MI 

Dear Dom: 

May 19, 1977 

Don Potvin 
Henry Schneider 
Bill Smith 
Jim Sodergren 

Your letter to Joe Racine regarding a possible meeting date with our 
Committee on Specific Tax, ·was referred to us for response. 

As you may know, the work of the Specific Tax Study Committee has been 
completed, the Board has adopted the majority report and its recommendations, 
and our Committee has been formed to work for the implementation of these 
recommendations. 

While we can understand your schedule must be full, we can't help being 
disappointed that the only time you can make available to meet with us on 
this important matter is in August or September. Naturally, if that is the 
only time available, we will make the necessary arrangements to meet with 
you then. However, we're sure you are aware of the importance of this issue 
to the people of your District. It's for this reason, that we had hoped to 
talk with you, our State Representative, first. If that is not possible, we 
must make every attempt to carry out our responsibility as best we can in 
the interim. We hope that you will find yourself in Marquette County some-
time between now and August -- a visit home perhaps. If so, we would be 
happy to make "spur of the moment" arrangements to meet with you. 

The next meeting of our Committee has been set for June 14, 1977, 7:00 PM 
at the Courthouse. You have a standing place on our agenda, should you be 
able to attend. Hoping to hear from you before then, we remain 9 

Sincerely, 

-S. /). 
MARQUETTE COUNTY SPECIFIC TAX 

IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE 
Clayton Anderson, Chairperson ._ 



Specific Tax Implementation Committee Meeting 
April 28, 1977 - 5:00 p.m. 

Present: Commissioners Anderson, May, Potvin and Farrell, County Treasurer 
Sodergren, Tax Equalization Director Schneider, Mr. Harry Miron, 
and Negaunee Tollllship Supervisor Larson. 

Absent: Mr. William Smith (Smith called during the meeting to ask that he 
be excused) 

The first meeting of the Specific Tax Implementation Committee convened at 
the Northwoods for a dinner meeting. 

Prior to any formal discussion, the Committee read a letter sent to the County 
Board from Representative Jacobetti, stating that he would be unable to meet 
with the Committee at this time. 

A brief and informal discussion was held about the Committee's assignment, 
after which the Committee proceeded to select a Chairperson. 

After some discussion it was moved by Larson, seconded by Sodergren that 
Anderson be Chairperson, as he is Chairperson of the County Board's committee 
on Finance and Taxation. There being no other nominations, a unanimous vote 
was cast for Anderson. 

May expressed concern for the necessity of having a member of the Committee 
act as a coordinator to receive requests for information, speakers, etc. from 
the public, and assign individual Committee members to fill these requests. 
It was agreed that it would- be valuable to have such a person and that that 
person should be readily available by phone during the working day for this 
p~rpose. May .suggested Sodergren for this position. Farrell moved that 
Sodergren be appointed as Vice Chairperson and Coordinator, seconded by Miron 
and carried unanimously. 

Sodergren stated that he felt the Committee would need one of the Committee 
members to take on the role of Secretary for the purpose of writing publicity 
releases, composing copy for brochures, if such are used, and drafting letters. 
He moved that May be appointed to this position, and it was seconded by 
Anderson. May stated during discussion that due to time constraints, she could 
accept this position only if a professional secretary was available to the 
Committee on a part-time basis to do the clerical work and take minutes. The 
Committee agreed that this would be necessary. A unanimous vote was cast for 
May for Secretary. 

The Committee acknowledged the need for -research to answer a number of questions 
regarding the Specific-Tax -and on a motion by Sodergren,seconded by Potvin, 
Schneider was unanimously appointed Research Director for the Committee. Some 
research items were: 

1. Comparison with the property tax 
2. History before Specific Tax enacted 
3. Intent at the time of enactment 
4. Information on tonnage shipped 
5. Comparison of iron ranges 
6. Comments on record in 1953 on Steelworker's Districts meetings 
7. Tax structure in Alabama 

Discussion continued on the posaiblity of requesting that the County Board pro-
vide funds to hire a secretary part-time for the Committee. It was felt that 
the County Board's secretary could not handle the additional workload due to 
her already heavy workload for the Board that regularly includes numerous night 
meetings. It was mentioned that Sue Dewey, a secretary in the Tax Equalization 
Department, might be interested in this part-time work. ·rt was also mentioned 
that she has considerable knowledge of tax matters. It was moved by Farrell, 
seconded by Larson that Ma. Dewey be asked if she would be interested and, if 
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so, that the Committee recommend to the Board of Commissioners that the Tax 
Equalization Dept.'s budget be amended to include payment to Me. Dewey for 
part-time worki>r the Specific Tax Committee. The motion carried unanimously. 

At this time, a number of possible expenses b1 the Committee were disc'U8sed. 
While the Committee members were unanimo'U.8 in not wanting any per diem for 
their work on the Committee, it was agreed that there would be the secretarial 
expenses, possible travel, printing, etc. As a result of the discussion, the 
Committee requested that Sodergren and Potvin get together to determine what 
costs might be incurred and report back at the next meeting. 

It was pointed out that Senator Fitzgerald plane to be in Marquette on Ma1 2 
and the Committee should attempt to talk with him regarding the Specific Tax. 
May and Larson agreed to contact him and report back to the Committee at the 
next meeting. 

Sodergren reported that the Governor's office bas expressed an interest in the 
Specific Tax and also that while the Governor was here for his Special Con-
ference, he stated flatly that contrary to rumors, the Specific Tax distribution 
must be local because it is in lieu of the property tax. Sodergren will keep 
the Committee informed on the Governor's interest. 

Brief discussion was held on possible meeting dates for the Committee and 
Schneider volunteered to have hie secretary call the members of the Committee 
to determine what dates they have open, so that the next meeting could be 
called within two weeks. It was decided that any agenda items for the next 
meeting be sent to Sodergren. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

IT IS NOTED THAT THE MINUTF.S OF THIS MEETING AND ALL OTHER MEETINGS OF THE 
COMMITTEE ARE PARAPHRASED AND NOT VERBATIM. 
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Minuter, - Jn11unry 6, 1977 - 7:00 Pll 

Pffi'....SF.!':'r: Henry Schneider, Ji"l Sodcriren, Pat Farrell, . Clayton Anderson, 

Harry t-:iron, 1;!cs Ln.r::;on, Don Potvin. 

ABSEl:T: Sally t·!ay, William Smith. 

GW.Sl'S: Paul Gravcdoni, Union 4950,_ nnd Dan Gravedoni, Union 4974. 

HeetinG was called to order by Chair:nan Clayton Anderson. 

J.Iinutes of the previous meetin~ were approved by all members present. 

corn·-:Ui;ICATIO:'.S: 
/ 

Letter from Iron County Controller, dated !-lovember 29th re.'.;ardin.:; benefits 

and t~e increase of iron ore. 

Letter from i!r. Stc,·mrt, Cont!·oller, Iron County, dated Decc:-:iber 27th 

recardin~ the specific ore tax - should it be increased? S?ecific questions 

were ac~:ed in :1.is lette:r- whicn Jir. Sodercren said he ,-:ould reply on. Also, 

enclos~d ,-:as a copy of i-:r. Paul's statement and resolution fro!':l the C::ar.ber 

of Cor::::nerce. 

Lcttc::- fro:1 the Di vision of Cor.:muni ty Public Schools regarding attendin.:; 

their ;1ext :-::eetinc on Tuesday. 

Letter from Senator Fit~Gerald - questionnaire regarding mining industry in 

the Upper Pen insula . 

Letter received by the Cou.:1ty Clerk [;ivin::; official notice of the Public 

Hearin5 at- Iron 1-:ountain January 13th & 14th. 

A quick ::-ur:-dm-m was ~i ven by Jin Sodergren to inforn Dan a'1d Paul Gravedoni 

briefly ,-:hat the public hearing is all about . He also e:-~plained what the 

Specific T.:?.x Carm i ttee ,,as all about a11d how long . t h e:;· have been meeting. 

Disc:1ssion by Anderson of wny hearinc; ,-,as not held here. It \·.rill be held in 

the ll!,ion hall in I:.:-on i·lountain. 

Discussion was brought up about the TO\-mships handins out the q_uestio!,2'aires. 

Paul Gr.:?.vedo.ni suggested t hat we have s0::1ebody sittinc at the door of ·'their 

union party handin6 out the questionna±res for r,eopJ.e coming in- :;o fill out. 

Do!1 Potvin said he could attend J,ionday and Tuesday fror.i noon til 5:00 . Ues 

L.-i.rson ,-,ould atte:id Sunday afternoon. Jir.i Sodercren ,-,ould at.tend Sunday 

eve:1i~[;. 

The !'oll0\•;i:n5 people said they ,-,ould attend the public hearin.; in Iron 1-~t. 

Jin Soicr;:;ren uill attend everything . Pat Farrell and Clayton Anderson will 

attc:::ld Friday. \:es 1.3.rson will have a uritten statcr:;e::1.t and uill also ::i.ttend 

o,r Satu:d.:iy. Harry 1-liron and Henry Schneider Hill have ,-,ri tten statc:nents to 

send up. 

Hotion to approve the I·'.ining Journ~l Ad and Iron ?·1ountain Ile,-:s Ad was made 

by iiaYry }-!iron and Pat Farrell second it. l-!ot ion carri cd . 

Pat Yarrell r.3de the ~otion to cet 5,000 more copies of the questionnaire 

prir.tcd and Henry Sc!meider second it. t-iotion carried. 

Poul a.--:d Dan Cravedoni asl~ed if they and the other two local union presidents 

could be put on the mailing list for the minutes of the Specific Tax 

Cor.;:ii ttee. 

Jim Soc.:crG:?:c:1 ,-,ill rccpond to the Iron County Controller. 

Jin Sodcri;rcn ,,ill \·1ork up an infor:ll,'.ltion brochure for the Public Jlcarini;. 

J!c:-:t ::cctin~: Jnnuur:r 11, 1977, 7 :00 Pl-'! in room 227 Court House Annex. 

liotio:. r.:.:iclc b:,• Ji:11 f.o•lcr[:rcn to adjourn the r:,cct:i.n~, ... cconcl by IIcnry 

Gc )::·.ci ,!c-r. ::otio:·, c ::t:Ticd. 
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