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TIE SOUTH SHORE ROAD,

‘The Duluth News gives this intorest-
ing history of the ‘project to cdnneet
Duluth with Sanlt Ste. Marie by a rail
rond running. along the ‘south shore of
Lako Superior, in its issue of Mounday
Inst. - Beinpg written by & Dalath editor,
and from n Duluth stendpoint, it, asa
‘matter of course, gives nll the credit for
the conception of the enterprise and its
development to ‘the ‘point which it has

| now reached to Daluth parties, but it
deals truthfully enough with ‘the im-
portance of the rond, which is destined
‘to handle an 1mmense traffie, from the
dny it is open for business: :
In1879 W, W. Spaulding was president and
W. Van Brunt seorctary of tho Duluth cham-
| ber of commerce. In thoso early days they
were Interested in  several new. rallway

schemes for Dulath, and in relation to ‘the
i Daluth, South Shore & Atlantic the lollowing
faots ‘were then Inid "before tho Montreal
c¢hamber of commores by those gontlemen,
' substanotially as followa: ;
|  Tho roule propoged and advocated by 8t
! Paul and Mioncapolis passes through nwils
| derncas much of which l¢ valucloss,and where
| thore 18 not nn acre of Jand grant to akl inthe
i construciion. The distance Is 425 miles byan
nlr line, but in realty it would be much
i greater In order to avold the lakes and diftl-
oult portions of the upper peninsaln of Michi-
| gan, :
| The other Toute, or what is called the |
| Soutt Shore llve from Duluth to the Sault |
| Bte. Maric, has n 1and grant almost its entire i
length with @part of 1he road already comr |
pleted aed running and otber polnts under
ocontiract. The distance from Ste. Mario 10
Marguette Is 144 miles, most of which is cov- |
ered by n land grant to the Marguotte % |
Mackipaw rallroad company, twonty miles of i
which, cast from Marguette, & under con-|
gtroetion, and the whole under contract to be |
Gnished by 1851, From Marquette to L'Anse |
is sixty miles, nlready completed, and passing |
through thevichest irop district on the cont!- |
noeat, glving it an immensc local traffc. !
From I'Anse to Ontonagon river, forty-
two miles is covercd by land grant to the
Marquette & Ontonngon railroad company, |
the lloe passing through forests of pine and |
bard woode, within eaey reach of the most ex-
tensive and valuable copper mines alrendy |
known. Tho outputof the iron mines ex-
ceeds one million tons por anoum, which will
be largely iocrensed ns rallroad facliitics are
odded, and the valuoof the copper ‘prodnced
reaches nearly ten millions of dollars per
year. Thebusiness of the mioes alonce wonld
support the whole through line, while tho
proposed line from St I"aul would pass so far
south as to bo unavailable for thnir use.
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¥rom the Ontonagon to the Montroal river,
@lxty miles, the line woulil pass along the |
south sido of the copper réuge, not only ace
commodating the mines, but favorably looa-
tod for the lumbering Interests of the vast
plaec country tributary tothe three grent
branches of the Ontanagon river.

From Montreal river to Duluth, elghty
miles. §s covered by a grant to the Northorn
Paclfic railroad, through a country rich in
undeyeloped minerale and line lands,

The Jdistance from Duluth to the Sanlt was
gtated to bo 358G, A map was siubmitted
showing tho proposed lino, and that It formed
an elmost direct ine Trom occan to neean via

the Sault, 4 :
Attontion was alsn enllod to the fact that

 Duluth had the gympathy of the whole state
| outside of fit, Paul and Minneapolis, and it
| was clalmed that It was the natural gateway,
| and that In duc tlmo it would command the

commerco of the great Ameriean and Cana-
dfan northwest, But the main polnt which
they caulled the atiention of Montreal 1o was
the fact that the shortest possible all-rall
routo from tide-water at Montreal to tho vast
fortilo flelds fo tho northwost was via the
Bault Hte. Marle, the soutl hore of Lake Su-
perior and Duluth,

it 18 this jdea, then heing worked with o
view to bringing the Winnipeg trade through
uluth, that Gen. Hammond took up and

| worked out, end tho result is tho rond Is n

faol and Is now andor construction.




