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PLAN FOR ROOSEVELT MEMORIALS 

a . ROOSEVELT PERMANENT MEMORIAL NATIONAL COMMITTEE. 

b. ROOSEVELT WILD LIFE FOREST EXPERIAIENT STATION. 

c . NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN . 
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A NATIONAL MEMORIAL TO COLONEL ROOSEVELT 

On January i , 1919, t he day following Colonel Roose-
velt ' s death, Mr , Shiras presented at a directors ' meeting 
of the Ameri can Grune Protecti ve Associa t i on , i n the City of 
New York, a resolution suggesting a movement for a public 
memorial in honor of the memory and accomplishments of 
Theodore Roosevelt . This resolution was unanimously approved . 

A week later , Mr . Will Hays , chairman of the National 
Republican Committee , initiated a similar project , and appointed . 
a 8ommittee of One Hundred to carry it into effect. 

At t he request of Mr . Shiras , the American Game Pro-
tective Association agreed to withhold any independent action 
and cooperate with the cormnittee appointed by Mr. Hays . Be-
lieving that such a memorial should be expressive , in some 
form, of Colonel Roosevelt ' s interests and activities i n game 
conserva tion and natural history , a colllllli ttee composed of Chas. Sheloon, 
Mr , John B, Burnham, president of the Ameri can Grune Protective 
Assoc i ation , Mr , Shiras , a director thereof , and Dr . E. w. 
Nelson, chief of the Biological Survey at Washington, prepared 
and presented to the Committee of One Hundred the following 
appeal : (See following page) . 
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ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL ASSOCI ATION 
INCORPORATED 

ONE MADISON AVENUE NEW YOR K 

January 2, l93i- . 

My dear Dr . Sh ira.s: 

I am so sorr y you cannot 
come to the Pilgrimage . I am taki ng the 
liberty .of sending Mrs. Roosevelt your letter 
because I know it will give her pleasure. 

Dr. George Shiras , 3d. 
St oneleigh Court, 
Washington, D. C. 

HH/ GW 
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MEMORIALS TO 

ROOSEVELT 

A BOOK OF SUGGESTIONS 

rt~ ftag, IM cAmmcan ftag; 0~ language, 
IM language of IM Declaration of lndepauknce; 

loyalty, loyalty to IM cAmmcan ~pk" 

ROOSEVELT PERMANENT MEMORIAL 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

WILLIAM BOYCE THOMPSON, Chairman 
One Madison Avenue New York 
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ROOSEVELT PERMANENT MEMORIAL 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
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Conservation of Wild Life 21 

II. 

Conservation of Wild Life 
It is proposed to establish at Washington an institution to be 

known as "The Roosevelt Foundation for the Conservation of 
Wild Life," the object of which shall be the conservation of 
wild life, mainly in America but secondarily in other parts of • 
the world. T he wild life to be thus conserved being princi-
pally the native bird and mammal faunas. 

The Foundation should be governed by a Board of T rustees 
under whom a D irector would have administrative control of 
its activities. T he expenses of the organization should be borne 
by income from the trust, or foundation, funds. The activi-
ties of the Foundation may be briefly summarized as follows: 

1. Investigations necessary to supply accurate information 
concerning wild life, its present and former status, its relations 
to man and studies of the factors to be considered in relation to 
saving and increasing valuable species threatened with extermi-
nation. The Foundation would become a central point where 
conservationists of America and elsewhere could obtain needed 
information to work effectively and should act as a clearing 
house in promoting conservation. 

2. Educational work to inform the public of the importance 
and value of wild life should be undertaken through publica-
tions and by promoting the activities of affiliating organizations 
and individuals. 

3. The building up of a conservation reference library and of 
great information files including maps and other data which 
would be unique and of the utmost value in connection with 
making the Foundation useful to the national and state gov-
ernments and communities in solving the constantly increasing 
and perplexing questions arising in connection with their conser-
vation activities. 
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22 Conse r va t io11 of W i ld L ife 

4. T he allotment of funds to be expended under the general 
supervision of the Director for the direct protection and in-
crease of wild life in carrying out the object of the F oundation. 

As a boy, Colonel Roosevelt was a student of birds and seri-
ously contemplated becoming a professional ornithologist. 
Later he became an ardent big game hunter and in time an ex-
plorer of remote regions, always imbued with and led by his 
intense love and sympathy for wild life. 

W hen President he began the establishment of Federal bird 
and game refuges, one of the most notable and effective achieve-
ments for the conservation of our birds and mammals. His 
delight in wild things of the forest and plain and his intimate 
association and fellowship with naturalists, big game hunters and 
others interested in wild life have been well known for years. 

Such an institution as the proposed foundation is urgently 
needed. Most well informed people now appreciate the value 
and importance of w ild life and the need for its conservation. 
The perpetuation of our bird I ife is essential to successful agri-
culture and forest growth, and the perpetuation of wild game 
is an insurance for the opportunity of healthful out-of-door activ-
ities, such as those which transformed Colonel Roosevelt from 
weakly youth to the magnificent physique which all admired. 

T he growth of population in all parts of the world and espe-
cially in America is seriously endangering the future of our wild 
life and presents an opportunity that has few parallels for real 
service to mankind by a Foundation such as here suggested. 
The institution would be unique and would quickly become of 
world-wide influence. 

GEORCE SH1RAS, 3o., 
E. w . NELSON, 

Chief, Bureau Biological Survey, 
U . S . D ept. of Agriculture. 

}OHN B. B URN H AM, 
President American Game Protective /Jsm. 

CHARLES SHELD<;>N. 

Oh·"'" Famll~ Ylf''4'"', 

~ car th~ (•lose or the aftC'rnoon mf'e-t· 
ing <:o1ont"'l Theodore Roosen~Jt. Jr., 

I 
•• I think. pcrhl\P!II," he .!laid, ·· that :rou 

mh;:ht like to kno"· Ju~L ""h:\t mother 
ant.I lhc !amll~· ho.xe bef'n thlnklng- about. f 
In ,:eneral th" famt}>· felt thf\t thP,· were 
atrnfd or t he Intangible, reprcie.nitng to 
thPm thr type ot fn!iftltutlon ,,·,here 
founciatlon:\ \\ ere CrNLted Cor purl)()~u: 
which mt~ht be J)tn·<:-ru~d Into other 
u:;:re:-4 whf'ln the pre.sent d1r('-Ctor&l" had 
dtt"(I. The foundation would then be 
l)Crvertcd and would c-Arn· 1\ Ith h, 
father's name ~nd would give a false 
tmpr~slon or what he itood Cor. Th 
thrPI' things that. "Pi>t&l to the Ca.:mlly ;;.~~ ;th~\~:_,t~T~;~ 
ton. lhe park Al O~•ster Ba~·. 1\·hlch wu 
thP J)l8.('f> he W.t\S fcO rond or. and the 
suggestlonrt that came conccrnJns the 
pre::i:ervat1on ot wild life. The-re arc the 
t~r~r, ,.J.hlnp 1\~hlch appealed to the 
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The Roosevelt Wild Life Forest Experiment Station 
OF 

THE NEW Y ORK STATE C OLLEGE OF FORESTRY 

AT 

SYRACUSE. UNIVERSITY 

HONORARY ADVISORY COUNCIL OF THE ROOSEVELT 
WILD LIFE STATION 

AMf.JUCAN MEMBERS 

1frs. Co•1x1<t: Rooseve1.T l<ou1xsox ..... . .... .. .. . . 1\"cw York City 
Hon. Tm:ooo•s ROOSEVELT ••..••.•.•.• • •••. • .. ••• . • Washington. 0. C. 
~fr. KEA:.\IIT Roostv&1.T .......... .. ... ... ...... .. .. N'cw York City 
Dr. G•:o•GE B 1RO GRINNELL ... . . . . . ..• •• . .... .. .. .. New York City 
Or. G1f'l-'ORD P1NCHOT' ........... • .. . .............. Harrisburg, Pa. 
Mr. C1t,\ UNet:v J. HAMLIN .. . ••.• • ..•• . ••• • • • • . ••• Buffalo. N. Y. 
Dr. GEORGE SHIRAS, 3rd ........... • ...... . • •...... Washington, D. C. 
Dr. FRANK M. CHAPMAI< . ... . ....... .. ............ !-icw York City 

E uROPtA,,, ~f •~M et;ks 
VtSCOUNT Gw,;y ........ . ........ . .... .. . . . ........ Fallo<len. England 
Vrscouxr BRYCE •••••. . ••••...••.• • • , ••• . •• • •••.. . Forest Row. Enl(land 
Sir HARRY H. ]OHl<STOx...... . .... . ...... . .. Arundel, England 

[3] 
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FOREWORD 

After the death of Theodore Roosevelt, a number of his friends 
who knew him best on the side o f port or natural history inquiry 
felt very deeply that there should be established for him as a 
memorial an institution which should carry on a \\"Ork that was \·ery 
near his heart - an inquiry into certain phase of natural history 
in which he had always been interested. Chief among the e \\"as an 
im-e tigation into variou proce ses of wild Ii fe and especially into 
the life history of animals. Such studies \\"Ould have scientific 
value and might lead up to matters of economic importance. 

A suggestion to thi effect was made to the committee ha\·ing ) 
the Roosevelt ~Iemorial in charge but did not appear to meet with 
favor. and those advocating it thought it undesirable to take any 
action which might seem to be in oppo ition to the wishes of the 
:\1emorial Committee. 

Since Colonel Roose\·elt' death, the Roosevelt Wild L ife F orest 
Experiment Station has been established and has done good work. 
Its plan had been submitted to Colonel Roosevelt, who thought so 
\\"ell of it as to advocate it to some of hi associates and to bring 
it before the Boone and Crockett Club. It work is in line with 
the thought of ome of Colonel Roosevelt' do e t friends, and is 
of a character that would have greatly interested ·colonel Roose,·elt. 
The Station occupies a field not filled by any other institution in 
the State, and carries on research work on a scale not done elsewhere. 

I feel that this Experiment tation de erves the support of all 
scientific men and of all lovers of outdoor Ii fe, and my personal 
feeling is that its work may profitably be extended beyond the limits 
of the State which authorized its establishment. 

The a\·erage field-naturalist tends to become a collector of speci-
mens rather than an inve tigator of the ways of animal life. His 
ambition is to collect the specimens as soon as he can, and as many 
as he can; and fearing lest each specimen shall escape him and 
be lost. he neglects the opportunity to observe it in life and to learn 
something about its habits and its ways. Often he takes this atti-
tude from the institution for which he is working. It desires a 
great series of specimens which he feels he must secure. Yet the 
collecting of a large series of specimens, and the bringing them 

(9] 
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Roose·velt Wild Life Bulletin 

home m satisfactory shape. should be only a small portion of the 
field-naturalist's ·work. Skins and skulls are useful, but skins and 
skulls and measurements and proportions tell us only a little about 
the living animal. :Yiost of u wish to learn something about its ways 
of life. 

I hope for great thing from the Roose,·elt Experiment Station; 
and I hope for them not only for the great service that this Station 
may render to science. but because this good service \\'ill be ren-
dered in the name of one o f the great field-naturalists of this coun-
try who was interested not only in cience but above all in the 
betterment of America and of its people in every way. 

No one more than Theodore Roosevelt appreciated the value o f 
the work done and to be done by the field-naturalist. No one more 
than he would welcome those services to science that may be accom-
plished by the Experiment Station that bears his name. 

GEORGE BIRD GRIKXELL 
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THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
1858- 1919 

~rht-~(' tH(• Hodllt'\'t•lt"tl wordii! f)I\ wild Ur(.' r(',<('Q~h : .. 'l'bCr(' JllUtiL ample 
r('~f'.UN"b to tb(' J..,borntor~· In ord('r ('\·f"n to t>rc,-.ent thOis(' 1>roblem!!I,. not to i,~ak 
of .. (JM11;.: tht'm. nnd thf'r(> u11 be no hlOOrntory study without the accumulation 
of ma:-.~ of dry tacti- and 1:-i,e<=tmen~. 

·• I nl~> n1Nan tbat from now on It 1,.. t&f'ntlnt to recogob:e that the best sclenUftc 
men must Jor~--ely work In thr great out-or-doors laboratory or nature. It !s only 
.. u('h n11lllh<'r?' work "'"h1eh will ~\·(' u~ th<' <'hnneiP to intf'rJ)r<'t arlJ;:ht the labora• 
tor,\ oh .. 1•r,·11t ion~.·• 
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~IRS. CORIXXE ROOSE\"ELT ROBI XSO:\' 

~!ember o f Honorary 1\dvisory Council 
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VISCOU:S:T BRYCE 

)!ember of Honorary . \dvisory Council 
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GEORGE BI RD GR!:-1'.'<ELL 
).fcmber of Honorary Advisory Council 

'\ 
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SIR HARRY H. JOHXSTO~ 

Member of Honorary Advisory Council 

VISCOU:siT GREY 

Member of Honorary Advisory Council 
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THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

:-rember of Honorary Advisory Council 
CHAUXCEY J. HAMLIN 

Member of Honorary Advisory Council 
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KER111T ROOSEVELT 

~(ember of Honorary Ad\'isory Council. 

FRAXK M. CHAP1fAX 

:Member of Honorary Advisory Council 

I 
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GIFFORD r,1xCHOT 

)!ember of Honorary Advisory Council 
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GEORGE SHIRAS, 3RD. 

Member of Honorary Advisory Council 
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J\(_{l·TIONAL (OMMITTEE ON THE 
1\2OSEVELT c¾EMORIAL FO UN TAIN 
T. GILBERT PEARSON. Chairman. •'>74 Broadway, New York City 
WILLIAt\A H. TAFT, New Haven, Conn. 
JOHN BURROUGHS, West Park, New York 
HEl\'RY FAIRR!EIJD OSBORN ;J :)" . ~New York 'City 

t, Pu-4itfou Nt'W Yo,A: Z.ooictKol Socit1}1 , • . 

GIFFORD P INCHOT. • , . ":!:1138 Locust Street, Philadelphia 
SENATOR GEORGE P. M'c~EAN, • . Simsbu1y, Conn. 
ERNEST THOMPSON SETON, Ne~ York City 

GEORGE SHIRAS, 3rd, , 
OSCAR S. STRAUS, :. 
WILLIAM BEEBE, 
ENOS A. MJl::LS,_'. 
JOHN M. PARKER, 

' 'chit/ Wootk,a/t LMJt ut of /\m.rrica 

r 

Stoneleigh Court, WashingtOn, D. C. 
5 West ;6th Street, New York 

New Y0rk Zoological Park, New York City 
Estes Park, Colo. 
New Orleans, La. 

MRS. C. OLIVER ISELI 
JOHN HAYS HAi):,IMOND, 

Glcn,1-lead, l<)ng Island, N. Y. 
• .w..;;hington, D . C. 

GILBERT GROS~EN9R, 

JOHN B. BUR i-V,M, 
&lito, ~Olion.al G«>,raphic Mo.ta:it1~ .. 

PJt.sidtnl l\mtritM Ccmt Prot«tif'<t Auociatio,,J 
GEORGE L. HUBBELL, 

Pruidmt Cam1>-Firr C/ul, of A"1fflta 
EDMUND SEYMOUR, ,~ 

. . ... Pru'tdtnt Am9ican Buon $«it1y 

'"'"" ., 
\Va,shin"gton:D, C. 

New York City 

Garden,.City, N. Y. 

1ew YorkCity 

MRS. JOHN D.•Sl'-IERMA,i'-1'. • ;., , 
Chairman Dt/J,l. ofcoMrrro.tl,on, C,,urat FtdrralUNI of WomM·.s Clt•b 

CHARLES LATHROP PACK, • ' Lak~wood, N. J . 

Chicago 

, P,r,idtrd j\muican Founry Aa.welaflon 1 

J. F . ATWOOD! ' - -' Colum~<1,,0hio 
Puiidutl UC,ut of Oliio S},oruMtJh ~umbus Sa~~ and T rw,. Cem/Xlny r • 

JOHN H. SAG[;:, <t Portland, Conn. 
PtflidMt Arnui«ui.brni1ltou:,1J,t4" U1t.lo,J , .., 

J . Z. \VEST, 
Clli<f Scot1l: E.n~ua~. 'Boy Scouu o/ An11rka 

New York City 

DR . THOMAS S. ROBER TS, · ·, · · >JO) Pleasant Ave., Minneapolis 
CLARK McADA

0M,S • Post Dispatch, St. Louis, Mo. 
W. H. BERGTOLD : , ' ' Denver, Col. 
JOHN M. PHILLIPS. Pitcsburgh, Pa. 

Ca1'W Commiuum<, of Pe~ra,,la 

WILLIAM L. f: lt-lLEY, 

EDWARD H. F~~~H, 
$tor~ Omirho'-",ut 

J. HORACE McFARLAND, 

Porcland.~Ore. 

P,~,id~,u Amuican Cl»Jc (\u«iatlon 

State House, Boston 

Harrisburg, Pa. 

CHARLES B. REED. 
RUTHVEN DEANE, 

31 N. State Street, Chicago 
11 z West Adams Street, Chicago 



Letterbook6_Box1_Folder10_20.tif

\b\J~ 
ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION, Inc. 

ONE MADISON A VENUE, NEW YORK CITY TELEPHONE GRAMERCY 6636 

BUREAU OP RESEARCH AND INFORMATION 
HERMANN HAGEDORN, DIRECTOR 

It. W. G. VAIL, ASSISTANT DlRECTOR 

:.":;/ dear l .• r . Shir as : 

At the suJgestion of J...r . 1'1 • !.:. 

=.:arch 7 
1 9 2 3 

Chapman , of Bird- Lore , r1e are :ri ting to you 
to ask if you ·::ill not help us in our effort 
to secure material relating to Colonel Joosevelt's 
interest in natu.ri. l history , Ie are at work on 
a volume in whi ch ,,e hope to shov1 w:1at Colonel 
~oosc vel t thought and v1rote regarding v1ild 1 i fe 
and its conservation. In this ·1ork we wish to 
bring together not only the various published 
essays and addresses ·;:hich he wrote on the pre-
servation of game, ' .lso !!.LS letters on this 
subject to nsL -~ists a nd other lovers of the 
out o-f' _., . 

. :fill you not help us complete this vol-
ume by the loan of any Joose·:elt lett1,rs , articles 
and other dat& which you may possess , or by telling 
us the source and date of such articles and edito-
rials of ,il.ich you may have a record? In doi g 
this , you ·;1ill ha·:e earned our sincere gratitude 
and at the same time ".'ill have aided in a ,·;ork v1hich 
~e are sure wi ll have your hearty endorsement . 

Ge orge Shiras , 
Or mond Beach , 

R"GV : deK 

Very sincerely yours , ~ 

~) 


