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GROUP CONSISTING OF PRESIDENT LUTHER, THUS{éEJJAND HONORARY DEGREE

CANDIDATES, AT TRINITY COLLEGE COMMENCEMENT, JUNE, 1918

From left to right—Dr. Luther, Col. Roosevelt, Dr. Coles, and Dr. Shiras.

After the general group had been photographed, Colonel Roosevelt
celled out; "Nature fakers to the front", - and the three receiving the honorary
degree of Doctor of Science, together with President Luther, were photographed. At

thkis commencement Mr. Shiras met Colonel Roosevelt for the last time. (See page';,\).
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HONORARII (indicated by affixing their degrees), TRUSTEES, and GUESTS OF TRINITY
COLLEGE; PHOTOGRAPHED AT THE ENTRANCE TO WILLIAMS MEMORIAL.

Top, Left to right—Flavel S. Luther; Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, Sc.D.; Russell Jordan Coles,
Sc.D.; Bishop Paul Matthews, D.D.; George Wharton Pepper, D.C.L.; John Pierpont Morgan, LL.D.

Second row—George Shiras, III., Sc. D.; Charles Lathrop Pack, LL.D.; I‘Earl Reiland, D.D.;
Bishop Granville Hudson Sherwood, D.D.; Edward Schofield Travers, D.D.

Others, in Two Rows, in Order—Charles A. Johnson; W. S. Hubbard; N. H. Batchelder, M.A.;
Charles G. Woodward; William B. Davis, Mus.B.; Frank L. Wilcox; Edgar F. Waterman; George D.
Howell; William G. Mather; Meigs H. Whaples, M.A.; Admiral William S. Cowles; William S. Cogswell;
William E. Curtis; A. S. Murray, Jr.; Shiras Morris; John P. Elton, Joseph Buffington.
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SPORTSMEN NATURALISTS

Quotation from Roocsevelt's
Through the Brazilian Wilderness.

"Nowadays there is a growing proportion of big-game

hunters and sportswen who are of the Schilling, Seglous,

Shiras type. These men do work of capital value for
solence. The mere big-game butcher is tending to
disappear as a type. On the other hand, the big-

game hunter who is a good observer, a good field natural-
ist, occupies at present a more important position than

ever before.
WA SRR I R S SR R S S S

The big-game hunter of this type, the out-door
faunal naturalist and the student of the 1ife histories
of big mammals have open to them in Bouth America, a won-

derful field in whieh to work”

Page 116.
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THE ROOSEVELT HOSPITAL

¥ifty-ninth Street, West

New York, February 21st, 1918.

Dear Mr. Shiras:

Both Colonel and Mrs. Roosevelt
‘thank you and appreciate to the full your very
kind invitation. But Colonel Roosevelt
will not be able to go even to Oyster Bay for
at least three weeks and he says he is more
anxious to get home than any place else. Be
assured that the thoughtfulness of both you and
Mrs. Shiras and Messrs. Osborne and Chapman 1is

appreciated to the full.
Sincerely yours,
(Signed) J. M. STUCKER

Secretery.

Mr. George Shires, 3rd,
Ormond Beach, Fla.
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~saying that he and all the other members hoped that Colonel Roosevelt would come with
-him and sign at the same time. This Colonel Roosevelt readily agreed to do.

goodbye to Colonel Roosevelt, saying; "I leave you in good hands, and we are all quite

THE FIRST AND THE LAST MEETING” WITH THEODORE ROOSEVELT a ; @
An interesting Coincidence
-000-

About the year 1907 a former college and fraternity essociate, Willism
Seymour Edwards, Speaker of the West Virginia House of Representatives, called on
ir. Shiras in Washington, and in talking about President Roosevelt, whom Edwards
greatly admired, he asked: :

"Do you remember your first meeting with T.R.?" Shiras replied, "Yes,
quite readily. It was one evening in 1903 during a Congressional reception. As
the large assembly passed by the President and received a brief handshske I was
gratified by the greeting: 'I wish to congratulate you ancestrally, persconally and
politically, and hope to see more of you'. It was some years later, however, before
mutual interests brought us together in a more intimate way".
2%

"ell", said Edwards, "You are entirely mistaken, = for thimby years before
this, you'did Theodore Roosevelt a good turn in probably his first public appearance
outside of his college activities. In the spring of 1879 you and I were appointed
delegates by the Cornell Chapter to the general convention of Alpha Delta Phi, at
Rochester, New York. We were under instructions to vote for the withdrawal of the
Harvard Chapter, as well as were a majority of the other delegates, on the ground that
this Chapter was too exclusive and did not show the proper fraternal spirit towards the
members of the smaller colleges. Two delegates came from the Harvard Chapter to
protest against this proposed action. One was the son of Edward Everett Hale, and the
other a slender youth who energetically argued against the justice of this expulsion, -
saying, in effect, that it was not = square deal to visit upon the members of the 2
Harverd Chapter previous shortcomings, if any, for the present delegation bore evidence
of the unanimous desire of the undergraduates to continue in good standing with the o
fraternity at large. As this delegate was concluding, you asked permission to e
interrogate him, with the result that though under instructions to vote for the
withdrawal, you said you were convinced it was unfair, and concluded by expressing
the hope that no such action should be taken. After a general discussion the
convention voted down, with practically unanimity, the resclution under consideration. -
Afterwards the Harvard delegate whom you supported thanked you for your aid. This
delegate was Theodore Roosevelt, then unknown to fame beyond the circle of his
intimates."

Forty years later occurred the sequel. ek 5

In June, 1918, at the Commencement of Trinity College, Hartford, Colonel
Roosevelt and Mr. Shiras were given the Honorery Degree of Doctor of Science, for
applied science in the field (See page ). In the afterncon and following the

conclusion of the ceremonies, a member of the Trinity Chapter of Alpha Delta Phi
invited Mr. Shiras to sign the members' registry book in the nearby Chapter house, -

As Mr. Shiras' train left for Washington a few minutes later, he hastily bid
agreed that you are the most distinguished and respected member of the society”. 2
L 5

This was Mr. Shirss' last meeting with Colonel Roosevelt, for six months later
this great American passed away.
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.  HKESSAGES OF .SYWMPATHY ON THE DEATHSOF GECRGE P. SHIRAS AND QUENTIN ROCSEVELT

LorPY
WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM
Oyster Bay,L.I.,N.Y. May 31,1915

George Shiras 3rd
Marquette, ilich.

Fray accepl the deepest sympathy for both you and
your dear wife from wrs. Roosevelt and myself. It
ig dreadful to lose one's son and especially such
fine and gallant fellcw. There never has been a
stancher and more loyal friend than you and we mourn
with you with all our hearts.

THEO RCOSEVELT

UYSTER BAY
LONG ISLAND, N.Y.

July 26th, 1918
My dear Shiras:
Fe thank ycu and Mrs. Shiras.
You have both alweys been very true friends to us.
Faithfully yours,
(SIGNED) THEODORE ROOSEVELT

Mr. George Shiras,

Marquette, Wich.

(The above was the la

[ st communicsation from Colonel Roosevelt
received by Mr. Shiras) 5
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