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"LA.W , LA':IWJCING, ,'J;l) POLITICS 

College Days , Early Political Experiences , t hen and thereafter. 
1877 - 1887 

PART II 

Nomination, El ec t i on and Service i n the Pennsylvania Legislature . 
1888 - 1890 

---

PART III 
) A. Candidacy at two successive primaries for the Republican namination for Congress . 

B. The aftermath of t he above campa i gns . 

PART IV 

Nomination, El ection and Service i n the 58th Congress . 
1902 - 1905 

PART V 

Preparation of monogranhs on Nati onal Police Po~er , t he Constitutional ity of 
Federal laws protecting migratory birdsJ and mi gratory f i eh , t he Constitutionality 
of the Protective Tariff , t he Unconstitutionali ty of the Canadian Reci proci ty Agree-
ment , t he Charact er of the Federal Juri sdict ion over Public Health , the need of a 
separate League of Nations i n America and Europe , the history of the or~ginal Mi gra-
tory Brid Bill. 
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PART I 
College Days , Early Polit i cal Experiences , then and thereafter . 
1877 - 1887 

1. College Days 
A. Cornell 

1 Greek letter f raternities. ~--f. Thesis on the U.S. Constitution. 
3 . Poli t ical Activi t ies at Cornell. 
4 . First and l ast meetings wi t h Theodore Roosevel t 

B. Yale Law School 
1. Class mates (nespaue r article on Col . House. ) 
2. Debates. 
3. Thesis on t he Pr otective Tari f f . 
4 . Academic rati ng. 
5. Decl i ne election to the Presidency of Kent Club. 

-t ~tf../4-4-~ 

2 . Begin the Practice of Law. 
A. Start i ng out as a lawyer . 
B. The case of the forge will - circumstantial and di rect evidence. 

3 . "A Pig Iron St ate and a Pi gmy St at esman" 
A. The election of Senator Q;uay. 
B. Circulation of the pamphlet entitled "A Pi g Iron State , etc . " 
C. Coimllents of the public and an attemot to bri ng Senator Quay t o trial i n a 

libel suit against the aut hor . 
D. Newspaper clippi ngs. 

PART II 
Nomination, Election and Service in the Pennsyl vani e Legi slature. 
1888 - 1890. 

Oimpaign to~ the Legi slature . 
A.Becomes a Candidate for t he Legisl ature . 
B. Oampaip Cards and 11 t er atur e . h . "1 6 

C. A political story - "A Beer .Bot tle and a ~ -
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5. The Legislature as a political training school . 
h , Personnel of the Legi slature . 
B. The Legislatur e as a political training school. 

6, Bank legislation and its strange sequels . 
A. Some bank legislation . 
B, A deadlock, defeat of the Bill, consequences . 

7. Mi scellaneous l egislat i ve record. 
A. Gets a surprise (initiation to the Legislature) . 

8 . 

B. The Legislature convenes. 
1 . The Pennsylvani a R. R. Pass. 
2 . Committee assignments. 
3 . Friendl y treatment by the leaders. 

c. A ~oposed i llegal act and its f i nal enactment in that form (the Distilleries Bill) 
D. The Grade Crossing Bi ll, 
E. Clippings on the Grade Crossing Bill , 
F . Bill for better treatment of i nsane females . 
G. Picture of State Capitol , Harri sburg. 
H, Expressi ons of good will from colleagues on 

,4. 

PART III /.//. 

the Judiciar~ Comm~tt:e•_ ~L•~ 
.()--1"" .:.,_u_. 7-

Calidi d~cy at Two Successive Primaries for ~he Republican 
Nomi nati on for Congress. The aftemath of these campaignz . 

U,...j~ ~~~i...,...,~....._v;_:,-:,.~~ '4- C-f). The 
A. 

B, 
c. 
!). 

in the Republican Prima.ri es agai nst Col. Stone . r·-

:':eN~:'t~:~i~nf= ;~~~oe erieine~e1~o-r-> ,, tl. , / 
B. Contested election of delegates.) 
C. Had to give up his stole~ co~t . 
D. ~losty,g ~S.!'S of the campai e,i.. 
E. Nominated i n another convel'!.3on. 11 • IL /_ . 
F. Newspaper clippings~ ~ 
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10 . A successful reform movement and the convic-:;ion ar.d impri sonment of Mayor :/yman 
A. A successful reform movement . 
B, ~eport of trs audi tors. 

1 . The 1'.ayor brought to t rial. 
2. Tne L:ayor convicted , 

C, A revealing i ntervi ew and i ts cousequence s. 
1. The }.:S.yor ' s r el ati on to the Bayne and Stone campaigns. 
2. !.:ayor gets workhouse instead of pennitenti ary sentence , 

D, Begi n.~i ngs of a new regime, 
l ,Kennedy becor.ies ::ayor , 
2, Father appointed t o Su~rame Court . 
3 , Ret ire from poli t ics to work i n law f1nn. 

E, Circul ars of the Ci t izens Collillit tee . 

I 
11 , Attempted impeachrtent of Judge ,lhi te . 

A, Dis:uieti nr rumors . 
B, Preparation of Impeachment Resol uti on, 
C, Resoluti on temporarily s i detracked, 
D. Prepara t i ons for consi deration of the Resol ution, 
E, Inter vi ew Graham and get corres::;,ondence ?Tit h i'lhite. 
F, Some subsequent discoveries . 
G, Notarized stat ement of Carles v. Rob i son. 
H. Letters. to ::«- , Shiras on the .';hi te Ca se . 
I . Letters from l~. Shi r as on the \'/hi te case . 
J , Newspaper clippi ngs . 

12. Redeel!li ng ·,:est Virginia 
A, Hunting deer and votes in .?est Vi rgi ni a . 
B. Letter f r om Fi nance Conmitt ee to r aise funds t o redeem ~est Virgi ni a . 
C, Letter f r om ~. E. Seymour (1896) aski ng hel p i n raising money. 

13 . Friendships of the "Knights of the Round Tabl e" 

PART IV 
NO!.!INATION? ELlCTION A.'ID SERVICE IN THE 58th CONGRESS, 
1902 - 1905 

14 . The Ci t izens Party . 
A. Organization to overthcow t he Republican ring, 
B, Accepts nomi nati on for Congress (June 18 , 1902) . 
C, Address by la- . Shi r es on "Ri ng Rule" . (September , 1902) . 
D. Election t o Congress (1902) , 
E. Some Campaign Lit er ature . 
F. Newspaper clippi ngs . 
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15, The 58th Congress . 
A. Unique hi s t ory of the 58th Congress (incomplete . ) 
B, Fi r st Session of the 58th Congress ( i ncompl ete, ) 
C, Older members of the 58th Congress. 
D. New members i n the 58th Congress , 
E. Prominent l eader s who served i n the 58t h Congress. 

l , (Contains detailed account of Sheppard, ) 
F, Soioo of the dist i ngui shed Senators serving duri ng the 58t h Congress, 
G. Vice Presidential Candidat es i n t he 58th Congress . 

l , (Garner sho ld be added t o this list.) 
H. The daily r outine i n Congres s . 
I . Special and general legislati on . 
J, Cl oak room i nt imacies , 
K. Wits of the House. 
L. First impr essi ons often valuable , 
tl , Need of new standing committees , 
N. Newspaper clippi ngs . 

p, a~;/ant{~~on;p~ 

16, The 58th Congress - Committee on Public Lands, 
A, Appointement of House Connni ttees, 
B. Members of Committee on Public Lands, 
C, Repeal of tl:e Timber and Stone Act. 
D. National Park i n nashi ngton . 
E, H. R. ul 0443 or El k National Park, 
F , Record of hearings on Homesteads in South Dakota and Colorado, 
G, Relief o set tler s i n Oregon, 
R, l!essage from t he President to the Public Lands Commission, 
I , ~.:iscellaneous , 

17, Contested election case of Connel vs. Howell. 
A, Event s l eadi ng up to the contes t , 
B. Congressional Becord on the case, 
c. The vote and event ual result s , 
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PHILLIPS ACADEMY, ANDOVER 

It was a momentous day when, in 1876, my brother and 
~ -
I decided to enter an 

Eastern preparatory school. We selected Phillips Academy at Andover , Massachusetts 

because it was an excellent place at which to prepare for entering Yale University, 

from which father had graduated in 1853, and to which we also expected to go, 

Father accompanied us to Andover expecting we might become homesick on breaking 

the family ties so completely. 

With our parents we had spent the fi ve preceding summers on the South shore 
... of , ake Superior, fishing, camping-out , and even successfully hunting deer in 

the early fall. Such an outdoor life had in.nured us to many hardships. But 

at home, easy, good- natured tutors had not satisfactorily prepared us f or the 

thorough and exacting curriculum maintained for so many years at Andover. 

We secured rooms in a boarding house managed by an industrious housewife 

whose husband always tole one he was "Blunt by name and bl unt by nature," We 

later came to interpret this statement as meaning that he had no scruples 

against living off his wife, 

Here, we were given comfortable quarters in a large first f loor room, in which 

had been written many years before. To me , everything seemed 

quite cheerful. But from the very ~irst night, my brother began restlessly 

pacing the floor , nearly wearing out the carpet during the following week. 

Finally, he got up courage to write home saying that if they woul d let him return, 

he would take up "solid reading such as Dickens and Thackery," This promise 

caused much amusement i n the home circle , for the works of these two novelists 

were then considered light reading and not heavy literature. Howeve•, hie 

request to go home was sympathetically received and agreed to, 

My brother' s opinion of Thackery and Dickens would not be considered so 

amusing today, for few modern young persons are very famil iar with the writings 

of these two great English authors , Young people nOI/ too often read an endless 

number of worthless , sensational, and meretricious novels; to them, Thackery 

and Dickens would, doubtless, be "solid reading". 
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·L SAINTS AND SINNERS 

One pleasantly wa1111 Satunday afternoon when spring was awakening, 

three of us decided to take a long walk into t he country, One of my 

companions was the youngest son of Ambassador Pierpont, Minister to the 

Court of s t. James, and the other, a popular, happy-go-lucky fellow named 

McCormick, from Chicago, the son of the president of a harvester company, 

who too often spent his time in social activities. 

our plan was to make a circle of about eight m.iles and return toward 

evening, Aft er starting it was decided to continue on in a straight course 

to the industrial town of Lowell, from which place we would return on the 

evening train. Upon arriving at our destination we called upon a classmate 

named Church, and were aghast when he told us there was no eveni ng train on 

Saturday. He courteously asked us to stay over night with him, and we 

could then take the Boston Express the following morni ng, which passed through 

Andover i n time for the morning chapel, On boari t he train we talked the 

situation over, and were much concerned when young Pierpont said: "On 

Mo~day morning we'll call on 'Benty' and explain how we happened to stay out 

of town during the night with out a permit," 

At t he head of the Academy for many years was President Bancroft , slllall 

of stature and ceaselessly active, His nickname ' Banty' was not in derggation , 

though some of the students t hought he did t oo much •snooping about' i n his 

anxiety t o watch over the callow youths ranging between fourteen and sixteen 

years of age, and often 111.lbject to temptations, especially with Boston only 

an hour away. 

In reply to the suggestion that we call on Bancroft and offer an explan-

ation for the failure t o return Satureey ni ght, McCormick exclaimed: "This 

would be the end of me for I already have a sufficient number of marks 

which , if added t9, might mean my suspension. My father who is a just man 

but a strict disciplinarian would not understand such punishment, if I told 

him that I was not guilty of anything more serious than an innocent trip 



Memoirs_Box1_Folder12_07.tif

to Lowell, although my conduct heretofore might be criticized tor carelessness P1-r 
in my studies, but otherwise I was in good standing with the students and 

Col!IUUnity. Therefore you should not mention my name as one ot your companions," 

To t his the saintly scion of the Ambassador said: "I can't agree to t his, 

because it might create a scandal i nvolving my father it it should appear that 

I had not been truthful," 

On Monday morning we appeared at the President's office, offering an 

explanation tor having been away from school overnight, In a foreboding tone 

he told us that the matter would be laid befor the facult y , and to return the 

next morning to hear the result, At the a,pp@il}ted time we were informed that 

McCormick had been dropped from his class, and the other two culprits rebuked, 

It was plain, however, that Bancroft regarded the .Ambassador's son as the 

acme of virtue, which probably caused him to lessen the penalty against me 

in order to be consistent , 

Following this announcement I noticed an expression on McCormick's face 

indicating his deep resentment, and we wonder ed what he was going to do 

about it, but were not left long in doubt. 

At midnight the fireballs clanged, while a ruddy light was seen in the 

direction of the campus. Cautiously approachin&we saw in the center of 

the campus a blazing heap ot shutters that had been removed from the north 

dormitory, then largely unoccupied . Dancing about and waving a firebrand 

our ousted companion was apparently having a.n animated talk with Bancroft, 

who had directed that the young Chicagoan return to his room at once. 

The next morning McCormick called on me to say farewell , and to express 

pretty strongly his feeling towards B~ncroft and the Ambassador's son. I 

asked him what he had said to Bancroft the night before, and he repl ied: 

"I told him that it was better to be drastically punished tor a proven wrong 

than unjustly disgraced tor an i nnocent act, and therefore, everyone ought to 

be satisfied with the result of my recent conduct . " 
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CO:::J "SCE .JAY'.J 

After spendi ng an interesting year, ~, at Phillip s Academy iR- lt11do,er , 

!~ , I.prepared to enter Cornell Universi ty i n the fall. This choice 

was partly influenced by the fact that Andrei·, D. ,7hi te, its ?resident, had been 

a Yale classmate of my fathers. The year I enter ed Cornell , however , President 

:-n11 te became .nmbassador to Germany. 

Ahother factor which influenced this choice was my des i r e to take a clas sica l 

course , but to avoid any entrance requirement in Greek or the necess ity of taking 
..,___~ _J,..J.-"'1. '/ 

it as an undergraduat e . Cornell had l1Q rule reani~ Greet;5:i~~C:~£lJ°oursee:;1 
A A ~ . fv-,=-~ ~~ 

~/hen I suggested t his latter reason to my father , he agreed t hat Greek was of 

very lit tle practical value after graduation. Thereupon , I remarked knowingle 

t hat he must have di sliked Greek as much as I did. I was somewhat chagrined 

"' when father repli ed he had recei ved the~ Greek Prize at Yale as the one 

best qual i fied among the undergraduates for thi s honor . Greek, he explai ned, 

unlike Latin was difficult t o make satisfactory use of wi thout constant r c!lerence 

to the lexicon. This was a verification of my views t hat I had not anticipated. 
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As I l ook back to my college days, i t seems t o , e trat the out standing 

i nfluence to ,,rich I was si;bjected :,as r,ry f o'if'J years of associa tion wi t h the , 

llpha Delta Phi f r a t ernity, The me~bers wer e housed in an adequate buil ding, ~1th"' 
/' 

a co11JT1odi ous livi ng r oom and library, l odge room or. the thi rd floor , and ample 

suites of bed rooms . Their contacts were of necessi ty, and i ndeed from c''oice , 

i n timate, 

Most of t}ie American colleges r nd universi t ies have from ten to t~1enty 

Greek letter f rat ernities, Pri nceton , which has developed the college club , 

bas none . Harvard l ooks upon them as social clubs, Yale has a one year system 

for j unior societies. They have a hundred or more members and a re looked on 

es steppi ng st ones to the more exclusive senior societies, In the other i nsti-

tutions , as a rule , fraternity membership is open t o members of all classes . 

The close pe r sonal cont act with f ceterni ty associates for so ·,any years 

resul ts , as a ma tter of cour se , in the closest intimacy and lays t he foundatio'!, 

at t he very time when friendshi p is most easil y cultivated and nai nt a i ned , for 

l ifelong fr iendshi ps. The frate rnity membershi ps , representi ng widel y separated 

perts of the n • country, are a cr oss sect i on of American life , The associations 

i n them, thus, t fend to. gi ve the i ndi vi dua l e much more understanding view of 

his own peopl e t r an can bf) obtai ned in the cl ass room or as a S".lectator on 

t he at}iletic f i eld, I f ound the debates and d i scussio~s dur i ng the weekly 

meetinG i n the lodge of greet i nterest end benefit , .,h ile I believe it is 

qui te true t ha t t he socia l life wi thin the cj,apter detracted somewhat from the 

quali ty of the work within t he class room, yet all l earning is not to be f ound 

withi n t he t ext books, I am convinced t hat i n most cases what is ga i ned from 

fraternity life goes far t o make up for ;,hat may be lost because of i t i n t he 

class room, 
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DUCK SHOOlrINC ON CAYUGA LAKE 

My part icular diversion away from t he campus duri ng my college l i f e was 

duck shooti ng on Cayuga l ake , I had killed many deer on my annual vi s its t o the 

Lake Superior country and had got my full share of wild piJgeon; and ~ 

but La.lce Super i or, i large , deep, and cold , harbored few, if any,~~• 

t ly shooti ng compani ons on Lake Cayuga were fellow collegians and ,on occasio~ 

sportsmen i n the town. I have a l ways f elt that these outings contributed gr eatly 

t o my good heal th , and they gave me an impetus to t ake that i nt erest i n wild l i fe 

which was to be so i ntens i f ied i n future year s , 
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"I Saw Him Die Vii th My Litt le Eye . " 

In the early eighties when camping on the main shore opposite 

Grand Island , and where the trout fishi ng proved excellent we had an 

unexpected adventure . Late in the evening when the older members of 
¥-er~~ 

the party and the guides had retired three of u~sit about a blazing camp 

fire . Looking towar ds a group of bushes fairly illuminated by the fire, I 

s aw suddenly a long, thin .,tawny-colored animal pass by. At that time 

there were no houses in the vicinity and the flat upon which we were 

CSJ;1ping was a favorite place for deer. Telling my two companions 

that the anima l was undoubtedly a deer I suggested tha t we rig up the 

bi g jacklight and go in pursuit of it. One of the party carried the 

light while I had a rifle and the other a shot gun . 

we had gone dovm the shore a short distance when a pair of 

glowing eyes was seen fifty yards ahead , The light was then elevated 

four or five feet , and we knelt beneath it, the rifle, and shot gun 

aimed at the animal . Our understanding wa s tha t when the rifle was 

fired the shot gun should also be discharged, but after the report of 

the rifle the other gun was silent. Just as I was about to question my 

companion why he had not shot there came from the thicket ahead a weird 

sound unlike anything any of us had ever heard before-- a long drawn1 
deep , quavering wail. As we arose to our feet I expressed my astonishment 

and added that the animal was evidently not a deer for no hoofed beast 

would make such a cry. The presence of a mountain lion would have 

accounted for it if such animals had ever been known in this region. 
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\'/hen we cautiously approached the spot where the animal had been 

we saw a long yellow body lying on the ground with i t s head concealed by a 

drooping branch . ,hen it was lifted a g reat head was revealed with 7 
teeth glisten ing in its heavy jaws . The animal appeared to our excited 

minds to weigh more t han 150 pounds and we could scarcely credit our eyes 

and believe it was a d og. It must have been a cross betv,een some great 

hound and a mastiff . Examination shov,ed t hat it had been shot close to 

the heart. 

In my embarrassment I asked my companion why he had not shot to 

which he replie d that he had been so excited he could not do so at the 

proper time . informed )fu, companions that we were all guilty and 

teat • must conceal t he ' evidence of this occurrence . The heavy carcass 

wa s dragged to the lake shore and after a heavy stone had been attached 

to it SJ- was taken out in the canoe and dropped overboard into deep water. 

The crestfallen young hunters then re t urned to camp where finding no 

evidence that the shot had been heard~ quietly retired . 

A week later when about to leave lJarquette for a camping trip up 

the lake shore we heard an altercation on the dock between our guide1Jake 

Brown 1and a tall thin Frenchman almost came to blows . Then Jake 

joined the party on t he launch exclaiming angrily" 'fuat darned Kanuck 

claimed that our party had ma de away with his dog when we were camping near 

Grand I sland. He said that he used it in winter to haul cordwood and let 

it run loose during the summer. " ~ I told him" , continued Jake, "that we 

had never seen his dog and if he v,anted a fight he could have one . " 

Jake 1s sturdy defense convinced the Frenchman that we were innocent . 

Later on and from a source unknown to him the owner was compensa ted for 

the loss of his huge canine . 'l'he following Christmas the three night 
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hunters each received a placque s howing the party with arms and j acklight 

approaching a fierce looking be a st wh ile lettered on the placque \YSS 

"''lho saw him die? I s a i d the fly with my 11 t t le eye, I saw him die . " 

hpparentl y some of our olde r camp mates had been more awake than we 

gave them c redit f or butJbeyond thi s reminder,no evidence exists 

of that t r agedy on the lake shore . 



Memoirs_Box1_Folder12_14.tif

( s-) 
(:;;:,' 

POLITICAL Th"IBRESTS :Q Er- HOUSE 

Before going to college , I had only a casual i nterest i n political 

affairs. I entered Cornell Cnivers i ty in the fall of 1877 , but i t was until 

'I 

t he f all of 1880 , during the concluding days of tPe presi dential campai gn between 

Garfi eld and Hancock that I became i nterested i n the outcome of a national 

election. Among my i ntimate classmates and a member of the s a~e f r aterni t y 
M, 

was Edward "l-1., House , who in latEf'years beca11e a l eader of the Democrats i n 

his native state of Texas and duri ng President Hilson ' s terms of office becane 

his close friend and adviser. House is still well - r eme~bered for his fre~uent 

representimg of t he President abroad duri ng the World i ar and thereafter , i n 

the capacity of spokesman or special envoy. 

As I recall i t , !Iou:.ie and I were the onl y mei1bers of the frat er ni t y 

suffiei ently i n t erested i n the campais,;i to vi sit the newstand every eveni ng 

to get without delay a co-oy of the day ' s issue of the :1ew York Tribune and •::orld , 

t he leading or gans of oi..r respec t i ve parties. I ventured to nake a few 

addresses in soJre of the country sbhool houses where ca llow uttero.nces would 

be endured, But House , never given to public spe9.ki ng , helped with his 

advice and f i nances, the ca~s• of the local Democratic organizations . At that 

t ime , I d i scovered thoaeelecents i n Col. House which afterwards made him one of 

t he outstandi ng f igures i n American public life. He was .1ui et and suave i n 

manner with a remarkable aptitude for understanding almos t any situation 

whether it be poli tica l or relating to the social life of hi s college mates . 

He frequently becarr~ the peacemaker in the many lit t l e controversies arising 

&<"'\Ong US o His unruffled demeanor did not mean that he lacked spi rit or 

courage , for deep within hi m was a touch of southern temper that became manifest 

on several occasions , 
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TF~)~\. COXSTI'l'UTION ~, 

~ ' 
Duri ng the seni or year , the clas s~en 11er e asked t o prepar e a paper on 

soire s i gnifica nt subject i n wh i ch they were -particul arly i nter e s ted , ·:ath 

youthful temerity, I selected as my t:ieme , "T"ne Ori e i n and Objec t s of tlie Uni t ed 

States Const i t ution" . That i t was a crude and s uperfic i a l endeavor l'las , _ui te 

i nferable f rom the polite appraisement made by the professor i nto whose hands 

11. went: "Pt ease r ead your paper aga in after you have been out of college 

f our years , You will then rea lize more cl early what I have i n mi nd than if I 

were to writ e a cr itic i sm now, " In l ater yea rs I well understood 1vhat he 

mea nt , bu t I ;,a s pl eased to f ind some paragra:;ihs that s e emed to 1'0s sess some 

merit i n m;: more matur e d judgeme nt. I ,:uote one : 

''The Consti t ution of the Unit ed 3tat es is not an i ron band upon the body 
corpora t e a nd constrictive of futur e gr owth, but like t':e bark of a t ree , 
i t expands t o me et new and unfor e seen necessi ties . ..1' :!.le supposedl y consisting 
::,1:!.s vf' ..,numera t ed powers , all ot>-,ers "ci :.,: !'eserved t o tt.; ~•e.t es of" +'-e 
:ieo::,l e , tnere a re m·ny other ;io..-,er~ 1::-ich can ~e i !'T;)li-:Jd '.:::-~m ~··c gene-:::1 
purposes of t he central ,;-:vernment or ,,rich are i nhere:i.t ::.s the "ece .. ,,·-:y 
a tt!':!.b-, tes of sovereignty . Conse~t:e.,tl~·, it i s :iot a l ways necesssry t o 
amend the 6onstitut:!.on t7J-.ec sc-me add ::. t::.cn:::.:!. : o·.:er s a re needed , 'lut these can 
corte by j u.:ici a l i nterpretat i on or oy a cts of Congress . " 

~n the lizht of ~•-e ::'i fty years t'lat have -..o.scee. s i nce 4
' e,,e se:-ite..,ces 

wer e written , I f i nd c onsi d eraole veri fi c~t :!.on of ~~e:r The judici al 

c onstructi on or ler,i s l ati on by C·i::g~ess on t he clause in the Consitut1on 

authoriz i ng t'1e reeula tion of coll'll'le rce with fore ig, -otions or between -:··e stetes 

i s an i rdi cati on of the soundness of t" i s early vi ew. T'c i s po,er was ori giBelly 

exercised only i n :,:::-eventi ng t 11e several st.::+cs f rom "lUtting a ban, or res t riction , 

on co1J?Uerce between the states, But l ater , it becar-:e He ~-~a.test positive 

f orce i n r e gulet i ng l or even prohibiting, raai:::· ~~=s of f oroicn c:1d i nter state 

com:ner ce. 

In c ompare.t i vely r e cert ~·ea rs the Federal gove rnment a ssumed oont rol of 

navi gabl e waters, even to the e xt~nt of becomi ng a proprietor , This has occurred 

although the wor d ' navi gation ' or a ny of i t s synonyms i s not to be found i n t'>e 

ffl#¢f;:#j ConSl.tut i cn , Likewise , the Federal quaran tine es been establi shed 

and greatly expanded so as to protect public health and to protect and promote 
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the agri cultur al ihdustry. The word ' quarantine ' is not to be found in the 

Cons t i t ution, but tbe function, be ing an accepted por1er i nherent i n the soverei gnt y 

of all prcg:ess i ve nat i ons , co,es as a matt er of ouur se withi n the scope of the 

Federal government. 

The extension of public >1orks to i nclude i rrigation, r eclamation and water 

power woul d have been f rowned on f ifty years ago. Taxati on has been used t o 

wipe out the curr ency of state panks end t o control the sale of oleomar garine 

i n interstate commerce. Restrict ive i mmigrat i on laws ~ave been expended f ar 

beyond the enumerated purposes of the Constitution as vi ewed by i t s makers. 

The const~tuti onal provision r egulati ng ' co~troversies between states ' which 

was origi nally conceived to relate t o boundary disputes , or like di sputes involvi ng 

the sovereignty of two or more states , has now been construJed t o !Ofll!JlXX cover 

di sputes over excessi ve water pollution and the equitable dist r i bution of water 

for i rrigation or recl amati on purposes. 

Although the firs t decision on this group of ,uestions w::.s reached by a 

vote of five to four , subsequent decisi ons in which the same poi nts have been 

i nvolved were unanimous. In one of the last of these cases , it was held t hat 

no state could unreasonably pollute or poison the atmosphere , to the the detri-

m:,nt of an adjoi ni ng state . 

!.!any o ther exa.'llpl es might be cited , but those given, sut#ice to give 

authoritative support to the aut hor ' early views. 
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YAIJ,. LA,, SCHOOL 

THE PllCTECTIVE TARIFF fJvJ, tkf.::, 

In the fall of 1881 I entered the Yale Law School , int ent upon giving 

more serious attention to my studi es than they had heretofore received, In 

t his I was fai rly successful, though the Long I sland Sound , 11i th i ts wi nter 

duck shooti ng, proved a temptation t o which I frequently yi el ded. 

The Law School offered at that t ime a two years course , which was l ater 

i ncrea~ed t o three , In the classes, Juni or and Senior , were an average of 

forty members , The school had a well deserved reputati on, due to its excellent 

f aculty and the conditi on t hat the small s ize of the classes made practicable 

tl:e recit5ition system which had been gi ven up i n the larger schools. In most 

of the l a tter type, the l ecture system, with i ts opportunit ies for shirki ng 

work, prevailed . 

I shall pass over i n these pages the routine work of the iUass room and 

refer to matters of #Teater i nt erest to those planning to follow the profession 

of l aw, The Kent Club concerned i tself pri nci pally r. i th mock tri a ls, the 

argument of the legal princip~es in certain cases and debates on questions 

of national interest . A presidential election was pending, wi th the pri nci~le 

i ssue as the protective tari ff . Duri ng the first debate , I was surprised 

to find thattwo- t hi rds of the ,::',··dents were f ree traders. ,/ith thuee oxce:-tions , 

the renairder were unfamili ar with the subjec t , so et the outset th~ free 

traders had thi . gs pretty much thei::- own way. 

Their relative strength i n the Club had a s imple explanation, I n each 

after havirg been graduated frcm t~e sc-de~ic depart~ent of Yalv where~- ey 

had been subject::d +c ·:e i rifl;;.e"Ce of ,:illiam uumner, or.e cf ~'-.c lei:.:!inc 

political ec o- . ~ ists of the "'Ou t :..~7 . It · ... ss been often said +'"':1~ :'!"8.C!:!.co.11~,. 

an the stude~ts :c':o "!aard Professor 3umner ' s lact··-e:: -::-e:-e , A.t c::-adu:::-1::!.on, 

ardont tree trndoro, whereas ~an years l ater --~t of them h?.d ~c~ented t~e 

doctrine of t he the urotective t·riff. 
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I happened to be one of t~e three s~ude~~s ~ho had given some attention 

to t he subjec t a~d had co~e tc believe i n protection. As I came from the 

f b 

great i ndustrial c i ty of Pi ttsburgh this was not sururi s i ng. Naturally enough 

rrry free trade associ ates contended that t~3 selfi sh local i r.ter ests of my home 

t0'8'n accounted for ·liews end for rrry ,7i lli ngness and desi re to subject t:1e 

enti re co--u~-y to a :,clicy th'lt pc!'ticul arly benefi tted the i ndustrial center s . 

Among my classmates was Dani el ~. Lawl er of St . Paul , accepted by the 

students of the Law School and by the Col lege at large as the mo3t poli s~ed 

and trenchant ~ebat er among ~he undergr adu~tes. s i ncere Democrat , he 

acce,ted and advocated the principles of free t r ade . When , hoNever , he Pound 

the three lone protectioni sts over11helmed by the skillful and fervent at tacks 

of the Sumneri t es , hi s sympathy went out to us . .1:tiile he d id not come out for 

protect ion1 hi s searchi ng cri t i ci sm of the a r guments of our opponents proved 

of great help t o us in wi nni ng recruits. 

I realized from the beginni ng that to make urogress 11e had eff ec t ively 

to meet that charge that i n Pit tsburgh and other i ndustrial c i ties f avored by 

the tari ff only the favored few were i ts beneficiaries and ~hat such advantages 

as the system had were more than offset by the burden i t i m'losed on the community 

at large. The state of Connec t i cut , i n which we were temporarily residi ng, and 

the other New England stat es contai ned many manufacturi ng establishments . The 

wellfare of the colll!lluni t ies i n which they were located depended ab1ost wholly 

on protecti ve tari f f barriers. 

To clinch my point I f i nally offered an exam~le of the dependence of a 

conmuni ty upon the presence and prosJerity of its manufactur i ng establishments • ..., 
The ~-illimantic Thread Mills had recently been built upon the banks of ,.._river 

of that name , whence it had abund~nt Vlater power that permitted cf low o~er-

ating costs. Up to t hat time , the 11111erican market was supplied ~itt tnread 

from Great Br i tai n and Europe . The cost wa s so hi gh that the home producer was 

assured a eood market if he could be secure against the l ikelihood that , 

l 



Memoirs_Box1_Folder12_19.tif

(9) tf 

faced wi th domestic competion , tte foreibn manufacturers would reduce t heir 

prices 50 percent , and the further probabi lity that , if this did not suffice to 

destroy the new bmerican indulltry, they would sell belo:-i cost to accomplish 

their purpose. 

The ' .. 'illimantic mills were , in effect, the creation of the protective 

tariff . Congress was mem~lized on the subject, and assured that wi th protec-

tion for a home thread i ndustry, capital for domestic mills could be secured 

and the home market developed, with ultimately lower price/ for thread . The 

argument was impressi vely urged, and following enaction of the tariff , the 

barren hiJ+sides that were the site of the ~lillimantic mills became the location 

of a busy and prosperous conmuni t y in wh ich the nearby farmers found a ,rofi t -

able market fo r their products . 

In order to bring home to my fellow students the benefits of the tariff , 

direct and indirect , and also its benefits to the consuming ryublic, I arranged 

with an executive of the mills for a vi s i t to .. illimantic by all the students 

of the alw school. ~le were assured of a cordial r eception and prol'lised a 

l unch on the day designated. 

The tri p to \'li llimant ic was made in a special t r ain which waited to t ake 

us back. '.."e were shown thoroughly through the large fac tories filled r1i th 

hundreds of operatives , mostly young women from New England farms or me~bers 

of households withi n the r ecently constructed town. These employees had found 

a ready am sati sfactory i ncome withi n build ings where sanitray surround ings 

had been carefully provi ded. 

A glance at t his little settlement t old the simple s t ory of the direct 

and collateral benefits of the protecti ve tariff. This was understood much 

more easily than in the case of l arge i ndustrial centres . It was apparent 

that this once barren hillside and unused water po~er had been brou~ht i n~o 

occupation am use by a single i tem i n the tariff l aw. Every busi ness house 

and every dwelling, every office building and every member of the varied 
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professions owed thei r presence to the successful operation of a s i ngle plant. 

Of. equal importance was the fact that the cost of thread had been reduced 

far below the prices originally pai d on fore ign imports. Thus the little t own 

was a vi s i ble unit of t he tarif f system, and the consumi ng publ ic t hroughout 

the country shared equally i n the conmon benefits . 

In conclusi on, I have reason to believe that the deterni ned f~ght made 

by the l ittle band of protectionistsa t the begi nni ng had won the respect of 

the oppos ition, and thei r action was taken as a graceful compliment to this 

element . Under the c i rcumstances, i t was perhaps natural that the subjec t of 

my thesis was "The Legality and Benefits of the Protective Tariff ". !lore t han 

t wenty- f i~e years later, and fil'ter retiring f r om Congress , I wrote a monograph 

on t he same subject \Vhere I clarify, and, I think, render more effective 

pos:ttions r1h1ch in the beginning were necessarily crude and undeTeloped. 
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6C/V.-~ ~f\t..t 
The r anki ng of the first f i ve i n t'1e cla ss at the Law School was based 

on t he exami nation papers of the preceding year - and the honor students 

were gi ven .£!!!!!~ degrees. I was entirely sati sfi ed ~ith bei ng r ated s ix 

but was chided by one of my friends for too much devoti on to duck hunting. 

Thi s , he said , was the reason I was not rat ed hi gher. I went duck hunting 

every Saturday , whi ch necessi tat ed my miss i ng t he r eci tati on i n crimi nal 

law. As f ew of the s tudents wer e i nterested i n cr imi nal law and as Saturday 

was , naturally, not a popular day for clas s r oom work, t he ryrofessor who had 

the cours~ had to bse a l i ttl e cojerci on to prevent the class rolll!ll f r om be i ng 

et:1pty. Accord i ngly , he was the on~ member of t he faculty who took attendance 

i nto considerat ion i n determining hi s ra~ings . The result for me was not a 

happy one . But I told my protes t i ng fri end t hat he s hould not overlook the 

pleasure and exerci se I had had on my hunting tri ps or how grateful some of 

the men on the honor roll s hould be because I had cut the Saturday classes. 

By somet hi ng of a coi ncidence t r l-tty- five years l ater, 'lbeodore Roosevelt 

and I r ece i veq from Tri nity Col lege) i n t he same state, the honorary degree 

of Dr . Sci . i n recognition of work as f ield naturali sts and conservators of 

wild life . Embossed on my parchment , i n Latin terms , i s approval of my l ong 

advocacy of hunti ng wild 11:lle with camera and flashlight . I have often t hought 

since t hat wr ile I perhaps l ost a possible honor as a student by reason of my 

devot i on to t he s t udy of game the l oss was mor e than compensated for by the 

gai n of a later degree i n recognition of t he pe r sistence with which I had 

pursued i t . 
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DECLINES P.{ESI !):VlCY CF THE KENT CLUB 

I t was the custom at t he begi nning of t he seni or year to elec t a presidePt 

of the Kent Club , the office usually going to a me~ber who had been active 

in debate or in promoting the club 's interest . Gr eatly to my SUJ! prise, I 

was unanimously nomi nated and elected to t he office . 

After ezuressing my a~preciation of the honor, I , in my turn , gave the 

members a surprise by respectfully declini ng to f i l l the off i ce . I told them 

that I preferred the f reedom of the floor t o the d i gnity of the presidi ng 

of ficer's chai r . 

Neither did I have any l i king for t he print i pal honor a t t ached to t~e offi ce , 

nai:iely presi ding and i ntroducing to the faculty and the undergraduate body of 

the Universi ty, the half dozen d i stinguished jurists and statesmen who-delivered 

each year t hese addresses . Formali ties of t his kind did not appeal to me. 
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I> In June , 1883, I t ook the examination f or admissi on to the Allegheny 

county bar . I had previously been admit ted to practice in Connecticut , 

by virtue of having been graduated from t he Yale law school , but under t he 

r ules of my home county a lawyer from outsi de the state eit her had t o have 

pr acticed a certain number of ye~rs or pass the prescribed examination. 

On learning that I had passed, t he courts not then being in sessi on, I 

left t o spend t he remainder of t he sWlI!ler on Lake Superior. In the fall I 

entered my father' s law office , where I was joined a year later by my brother. 

In the off ice was Charles C. Dickey, who for many years had assisted my 

f ather in, r outine work and who had also built "Pa considerable pr~ctice of 

his own. I never met durine the ,eri od of my legal career a man who tud 

a nore logical or c learer mind , or greater aptitude in the ready applicati~n 

of the law . He was particularly well versed in t he C<'"l"10n la11, for Black-

stone was the f amily bible of t he Pennsylvania lawyer . 1'~, \{e was 

tall , r obust mentally and physically, cheerful, and a favorite of the young 

lawyers whom he assisted freely in t heir many problems arising in their 

early practice. 

On t he retirement of my father t o take a place on t he Supreme Court of 

the United States , the three of us formed the firm of Shiras & Dickey, I 

continued as t he senior member until my electi on to Congress, 

My early experi ences at the bar differed but little from t hose of any 

other young lawyer, except t hat , incontrast t o t hose who begin t heir practice 

alone , I had a marked advantage in being associated with a well established and 

busy f irm. 
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A CO?-2>.ARISON OF DIRECT .,ND CIRCUl,'.STANTIAL EVIDE~1CE 

I shall never forget my f i rst ex,erience i n a t r ial court case , not onl y 

because i t v1zs my f i r st effort , but >:.lso ··because of its i nteresting character . 

On the occasion in quest i on , i:r. Dickey asked me t o assist him i n a contest 

over a probated will i n which his cl ients alleged that the document had been 

for ged , ttereby illeeally deDriving them of their she.re i n t~eir f ather' s estate. 

I fe l t derta i n that :.:r. Dickey had generously called me i nto the case by -:,a:' of 

encouragement. And I deeply al)'lrecie.ted t · • ._ • P"Ortuni ty and re3,-,onsibi li ty. 

':he testator of the alleeed 01111 devised a valuable farm for life to a wife 

by a second piarri age , providing that on her dee.ti. ~· .. e :,ropert y wo.s to po to re r 

children. dCcordi r.g to these te:r,• , -one of it ~~uld go tc crildr en of the 

first wife . The will when f iled i n the orpl.ans court was in English and 

purported to have been s i gned by the t estator. The sons of the first wi fe i n 

consult ing with i.:r. Dickey declared that their fa t her !l&S an e,:-ed Ger"'?l' who 

could not wri te Engl i s:: , nor , they mai ntained , was the s i ::nature a ttached t o the 

will t ::iat of their father. The r,i dow ·.vhen probating the will swore t hat it 

had been found i n an old f amily bible and that it was i n the handwri ting of 

her husgand. Under the Pennsylvania l aw , two attesting witnesses were requi red , 

but this had been construed to mean th~~ in the absence of such witnesses t o 

the ~ill, two others fcmi liar with the s i gnature of the testator could be c~lled 

on to attest to the same . This was done by tire friends of tke f amily. 

Befor e t he case was called f or t ria l , a number of expert s on handwriting 

were consulted and all agreed that the will could not have been written by an 

aged Gennan unadded by anyone, and moreover, that the handwri t i ng evidently was 

that of one under the age of sixteen, while the s i gnature was not s imilar to trose 

on deeds anc mortgates ad.~i t tedly s i gned by t~c t estator . A few days before 

the case was called in the Or phans Court , a jury tri al v,as waived by agreement 

of counsel, the presid i ng j udge being authorized to hear the evidence and pass 

upon the quest ions of fact and of l aw. 
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!.lr. Dickey was of the opi ni on tha t the ci r cumstant i a l evidence i n the case 

was conclusive as to the for eery of the will, and he had no doubt that t he court 

would have no diff i culty in r eaching the same conclusi on. I agreed wit h rrry 

colleague , but said I t hought i t was our duty to f i nd out who had forged the wi ll. 

To this desire my associate off ered no object i on , but he thought I would not get 

very far in t his i nvestigation as the case was to be called t he next day. 

I sent i mmediat ely for one of our cl i ents and t old him I t hought the will 

had been for ged by t he younger daughter of the wi dow. I n view of the ex;,ert ' s 

assur ance that it had been written by a young person, she seemed to be t he one 

most l i kely , to have done so under her mother ' s i n st ruc t ions. To this view the 

step br others agreed . To determi ne this if possible I asked t o be supplied with 

any '17I'itings of t he one suspected. Lat e that evening one of t he contestants 

called at my home , stat ing that he had been abl e to f i nd only an eJIVelope 

addressed t o him by his stepsister. Limited as was this wri t i ng, it further 

con.timed my suspicions , for i n the name of the addressee, Gustavus Dice , the 

capital ' D' of the surname corresuonded exactly wi th the mi suse of the same 

capi tal i n the word ' Death ', used i n t he will. Both 'D'S' were large , f l ouri sh-

i ng and i dentical i n appearance. This , w:,en follo·.•ed i.p , confir"led '1Y c~"clusi ... rs 
ar.d :'ractically ended the case at ~"~n junct·lre. 

On our way to the court house the next morni ng I told t:r . Di ckey wha t I 

suspected, but he prot ested agai nst any attempt t o dr 8£ t hts young woman i nto 

the case saying t hat this imputat i on , if not established , would r eact and mi ght 

spoil a perfectly good case. I called his a t t ention to the fact that 1ve were 

not trying the i ssue before a jur y and that t he court woul d not r esent any honest 

effort on our part t o llrove who had for ged the will. Therefore , I asked ti r . 

Dickey t ha t when the case was called he perm t me t o make the openi ng argument 

and if I failed i n my effort to show who the forger was, he coul d f ollow it up 

i n the way he had ori gi nall y pl anned . 

Cn addressi1J6 the court , I said t ha t the plaintiff 's counsel would make 

no opening argument es the papers before the court i ndicated the i s sue , end 
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• acc ordi ngly 11e would call our f irst witness , Thereupon, I summoned to the stand 

the young woman sus pected a s the guilty one while my col league looked on with 

mi sgivings, F.aliBing the cri tne s s a lead pe ncil and a tablet , I a sked her to write 

what I would dictate. Then , I read the will slowly _without show i ng i t to ber . 

When she had f i n i shed wri t i ng I looked a t the paper , and to the surprise of the 

c ounsel on either s ide I handed to the court t hi s paper wi th the request t hat it 

i t be mar ked 'Exhibit A' and t hat t his wo~ld complete the pla i nti f f ' s case. 

Tbe court after reading t he e xhi bit , a sked to be furnished s. i th the cont ested 

will , After maki ng a careful compa r ison of t :.e two :i:mpers, duri ng which he smiled 

broadly, tbe ~udge banded the s ame to the defendant ' s counsel, s ayi ng t hat with 

t he case closed for the ulaintiff , he shou l d procee d wi th the defense. 

Ther eupon , the defendant ' s counsel, e.n active practi tioner for more than 

25 years, examined tte exh ibit. It was evid ent to hi m that the will and c opy 

were du,l i cate s i n s; elling, nWlctuation and the fonnation of the letters . ~s 

the •., i tne ss had not seen the or i cina l will for a year and wrote it down a t my 

dictati on without e.gai n s eeing the saMe , it was evi dent to the mos t casual 

obser ver that the f orger of the will had just occupi ed the wi tness chai r , The 

defendant ' s c ounsel tol d the c ourt tb.at their s i de would off er no evi dence i n 

rebuttal but would leave the case in the court ' s hands for f i n~l determination. 

At thi s , the jude e s a i d that he was co"'vi nced that the will and -±tjj;l S Un 

had been forged and \7ould file h is op i ni on to that effec t . That ni ght t he young 

daughter, feari ng prosecu tion for per jur:r or forgery , e loped 11it h the h i red 

f armhand , f l eei nc to an adjoining state, ''er stepbrothers, however , l'lould 

not "9.ve prosecuted her kl"017iP.g t' .at she was ::mt the yout hf ul du,e of en avar i cous 

mother. Here was a case v i vi d ly showi ng t::e difference that so:".letines exi sts 

in the character and value of di rec t and circumstantial ev i dence. 

'.I\'1enty years later , I c'le.nced to Meet Judge vver who had pres i ded a t t"is 

trial , Pnd r.e s i ?d "I 'lave never forgotten your first case that 'l:l."?pe'led to be 

tried befo,.e '!le and i n wh ; ch you not c~l y conc1 •J«ively proved that en all eged 
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1'111:!- was foreod , h>i+ a lso 1·:!':o ":.d !'orged 1 t . " 

I assured the judge that i grea+'..:• ""-:-eciated his ,iresent s tatement , 

althoueh I regretted that he bad not tol d rr.e ~·:is a t an earl:!.e-- :!::.te ;1hen 

encoura gement 17as often needed by a y outhful practitioner. 
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.• ~ otest against t~e: Election of ::. ::. . 'tUay as 
Uni ted 3tates ~enator i n 1897. 

( \J 

As the tenn of Senator !'.i tchell a';)proached the close and not being a 

ca::.didate to succeed himself, candidates appear ed froM various parts of t!ie s tate. 

Because tt~ Democrats had elected t~eir gubernatorial candidate 1• this Gibraltar 

of Republicanism and because our r espresentation i n the Senate was weak or unfi t , 

many P.epublicans hoped that the next senator would be a Man of hi g~ character , 

proved ability, and wide experience . However , they were doo~ed to di sap,-,oi ::i.tMentJ 

for wi thout much effort , ::atthew Stanley ~uay, ti.en ..,tate Treasurer and a 

reliable lieutenant i n the Cameron dynasty , was chosen the party nomi nee a t 

the Republi can caucus . 

This selection caused protest t hr oughout the state and elsewPere . On the 

mor ni ng of the day t hat the Legislature assembled i n joint session to elect a 

United States Senator , a pamphlet was l aid on the desk of each member . It 

bi tterly assailed the reput ation and statesmanship of the one about to be 

elected by the ballot of the menbers . 

Upon the reading of the pemphlet, l".Illch conf usion arose . One me""ber decl ared 

t hat he knew by its styl e t hat t he attack had been wri tten by a correspondent 

of a t;ew York paper . Ot hers made r andom guesses as to i ts source or object . 

I was the author of the pamphlet i n question, and tt was written with no i dea 

t hat i t would affect the e l ection but as a protest against a candidate whom I 

t hought unfi t f or the pos i t ion. 

The ref erences i n t his attack to ~uay • s speculation i n ,1all Street i n 

company wi t h other s tate offi cials and t he use of funds from t he state t r easury 

to r eplace heavy losses i n the stock market had previously been ver i f ied from 

authoritative sources. Alt hough t he state lost notl·ing by reason of repayment 

to the treasury by wealthy associ ates of the r eti r i ng treasurer , the charges 

were too serious t o warr ant thei r suppression. The text of t~e pamphlet was as 

f ollows : 
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PIG IRON STATE . 
AND 

PIGMY ST A TESMEN. 
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TO THE REPUBLICAN MEMBERS OF THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE: 

GENTLEllEN : 

It i& generally conceded that in the past decade 
our State has borne a most shabby figure in the halls of 
Congress, and were it not for a few worthy members of 
the lower house our vacuity would be the by-wor<l of the 
political world. 

The immense Republican majorities, largely from the 
ring smitten cities of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, have 
brought about a sort of fatty degeneration. While three-
fourths of the intelligent, well to do, and patriotic people 
of our Commonwealth a re-of necessity-in the Republi-
can party, yet this unswerving fealty to the party of Pro-
tection and Progress has, in the end, produced a set ot 
the most persistent barnacles that ever fastened them-
seh·es upon a state, old or young, North or South. New 
York City alone can discount us in the mendacity of the 
reigning cliques, aod. there the cause is the same-an un-
wieldly par tisan majority. Thus we a re, as a party, 
doomed to suffer almost continually from a surfeit of 
political gluttony-except when, on rare occasions, we 
are thrown off our feet by an attack of bourbonism or 
mugwumpism. 

The magnificent tidal wave for Blaine and the per-
suash·e tenets of the Republican party has brought along 
the usual drift-wood. The crookedest stick of all lies 
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and thirsts for an opportunity to imbibe from our chief 
founta in of constitutional aod forensic learning 

Let him rest in the shade of the 'l'all Sycamore o f the 
Wabash aod the other g iants of our sister states. 

Let him purr about the legs of Evarts, Edmunds, 
Morrill, Hoar, Dawes, Hale, Sherman, Frye, Ingalls, 
Barri.son, Ha·wley, Blair, A.Jlison, and the other clean 
handed, intellectual Republicans of the Senate. 

Let him be registered in the patent office as the most 
perfect mach ine made biped since the days of the great 
Prometheus. 

Label him tb~ "Pennsylvania idea•· aod have hi.s pic-
ture engraved on the back of an anti-Blaine 30G Medal. 
Then when the great tariff fight opens with the next 
presideqtial campaign, his Napoleonic Highness can 
adorn tbe party medallions-just as b:, dia Piuktffl'tn 
b1 iogs b: igldne@i3 an(l eun@hine to 0ttN'aflT'1't\pe1"9:-

Get your Democratic friends to make his election 
unanimous, concealing from t hem the fate in store for 
the hrethern of the Solid South. He'll turn Vest inside 
out, bark the shins of the l'all Sycamore, and drive .Seek 
to his native heath-to subsist on oat meal and free trade. 
Gorham might prove a Nemesis. He's kind of Napoleouic 
too; especially in rouge et noire aud roulette. 

After he is ,•ociferously elected, what a procession 
there will be to Washington to hear him orate the issues 
of tbe day, with what loog suppressed pride will we 
glory in his eloquent and masterly addresses. No longer 
shall our state industries bo coolly reviled as tbe bra~en 
offspring of governmental iotldelity-our manufacturers 
and mechanics-highwaymen under the forms of law. 
Henceforth, a Horatius stands betwixt us and the bitter 
slurs of an unchallenged enemy. 

W ith the issue fairly joined between a high and 
adequate tariff aud a tariff for revenue only, whom have 
we had in the immediate past to uphold what the Free 
Traders satirically call "the Pennsylvania idea ?'' Prin-

6 . 

c ipally the congressional delegations from the puny states 
of Maine and Vennout.-such as B1aino. Halo. 14...,rye, .Rced1 

Boutelle, Edmunds an<l Morrill. Gianl-i from pocke1,-
boroughs-dwarfs froo, empire stat«; 

Unable to decently man ou1· own fortifications, year 
after yoar gocsby 1vitheach succeeding campaign finding 
us under the leadership of im1>0rted speakers. When the 
cry goes up for help from other states, we can only 
furnish the telling figures of our industrial actil'ity. The 
g reat mi Us-the prosperous merchant- the contented 
labore r- may be floe protectionist ammunition, but we 
have mig hty few men in public life o( the right calibre to 
use it. 

llake a candid retrospect of your candidates long 
career-one almost uninterrupted meal at the publ ic c rib 
-otld what is there from beginning to end that would 
indicate bim other tban a man of second-class attain-
ruent..s with a third~class character:' 

Sometimes men, ,., .. bosu qualifications we may be aL a 
loss to determine, by reasou of a life of retiremem or an ab· 
sorption in private business, have, when called upon to 
assume po.~it ions of public trust, proven to bo persons of 
rare judgment and in every way suitable representatives of 
thepeopleaud the party. In 1becaseof Napoleon, Jr. , we 
can look for oo hidden resources-no undiscove red \·eins 
of intellectual or moral worth . Ele is s imply au oil 
besmeared politician, whose peculiar methods entitl-, him 
to no further consideration al tbe hands of a party 
already badly strained and broken, by bis continual col-
lusions with boodle and office. necw;:;eo Kh:.£b~~, >Hal:L 
strootisn~ aoO-l~t'lf-P')litkal c-bicaner~~n glory 
in him as the worst representative ever sent forth to 
assist and gi vc tone our national party. 

So the echoes of a disgraceful past have ceased to 
vibrate in our whited sepulcher. Aud yet but a few short 
years ago every class of citizens-every reputable jour-
nal-united in one indignant protest against 1be infamous 
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act of our state pardon board. Ono man was hold partic-
ularly responsible for this humiliating speetacl~tmd he 
is your choice for political preferment. ls it J>O$Siblo 
that the dust of a half dozen years can cover t he pages of 
this man·s life and shut out from public scrutiny, deeds 
which, at the time, consigned him t..o social and polit,.. 
ical retireme nt? 

His elcet.ion as Stato Treasurer bas boon construed by 
certain cha racters as conferring ou hio, the su1>reme right 
of drawing at sight on any office hitherto unoccupied by 
himself. It is not-going to far to say that the Prince of 
Darkness would luwe received, sub$tantially, the same 
majority on that occasion. '!'ho reason is plain. With 
the national and statE'" government in .Democratic hands, 
the first

1
tirno in a quartor of a century, naturally this-

the strongest Republican st.ate io the Union-voted for 
the party and not for the man. 'fhe position of Srnto 
Treasurer was so utterly insignificant and the duties so 
purely ministerial, that all idea of 1>ersonal fitness became 
subordinate to the very praise,,•orthy desire of downing 
the bitter enemy of our s tato·s interests, e \·en though, in 
fidelity to the party, we siezed th<> jaw bone of an ass 
with which to scatter the intruding foe. Any Hepublicnn 
could have been elected- uny Democrat defeated. Hence 
all arguments of J>opularity predicted upon any such 
g rounds, are \VhOII>• without merit. 

The idea of this exalted office seeking such an anim-
ated poker chip as a fit reprcseutative for tho Keystone 
state, makes us wonder whe ther the political m-c:h is 
bu.ill of cards. Turn your back to the people- shut your 
eyes and-

Vote for him because ho is mentally and morally the 
inferior of any move.we-adjourn nondescript sent out by 
us in a quarter of a century. 

Voto, for him because be is u tterly unknown to fame, 
beyond the boundaries of his own st-ate and known only 
for llis infamy within it. 

Vote for him _because his legal att-ainmeots would 
hardly bring in more than enough to cover his office rent, 
a.Ad , 1.s scat of his t, a 1i.Tai;r_ 

Voto for him because his candidacy has not received 
a. single notewor~hy e xpression of approval, either indi\r. 
idual or collective. on the 1>art of the non-office holding 
Republicans. 

Vote for him because ninety per cont .. or our party 
viO\\~ bis possible election with more than ordinary con• 
temptr-a contempt no pardon board can over free him 
from. 

Vote for him because a former legislature cowardly 
refused to impeach him for malfeasance in office. 

Vote for him because i t requires sevent,y.fivo major• 
ity in the legislature to gi,•e him a fighting challee of 
ha,·iog his uomiot'Ltion ratified by n;1 election- while a bare 
maiority of one suffices for the el~tion of a Sherman, 
a Logan or a. Harrison. 

Vote for him because he lied his way into t.be front 
door of the '£reasury. that he might conveniently steal 
out ihe back door with a chair thai he ne ve r was elected 
to occupy. 

Vote for him because he is on the ·· combino ., and 
trades one office the instant ho can skulk into tho shadows 
of a higher one-dirtying one nest as he flops into anothe r. 

Vote for him because he is IOO big for a seat in tho 
lower (,) house, but must needs be converted, at one foll 
s woop.,i»eut a l,oodla 8 > die n into a hermetically sealed 
statesman, (warranted to kee1, in good conclit.iou !:!ix years 
- if unopened. l 

Voto for bi.m beca.use you anathe matized Camoronism 
that you might crown tho power behind t.he throoo. 

Vote for him because he is a. ~el£.mado senator if not. 
~, $.¢If-made man. 

V oto for him bccau~c you admire tho Sphinx.•liko 
breed of Senators for which wo are becoming (a.mous. 
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And last of all-
Vote for him because he has captured some of you 

_by specious lies-some by highly prospective offices-
some by past favors redeemable at call-some by natural 
affinity, and the rest of you because of the apparent 
hopelessness of figbting such carefully prepared schemes. 

For two years this has been bis sole objective point. 
Personal claquers were elected to the legislature, needy 
candidates supplied with sinews of war and dozens false-
ly impressed with the idea that he and not the people 
elected them. 

The most cursory test of public opinion shows you 
the utter contempt held for this man and his unsavory 
record. Therefore you must belong to one of the classes 
above enumerated Which one is it ? If to the hopeless 
class, then as you have an honest regard for our National 
party-a party- brilliant-trustworthy-loyal and prn-
gressive beyond all record in contemporaneous times-
vote to give us such a r Elpresenta tive as will quickly re-
ceive the honest eulogy-not merely of your immediate 
constituents- but of our entire party, of which he at once 
becomes the National spokesman. Will you even try to 
attain such an end or a re you still willing to continue 
facing the ever increasing enemy with spiked guns ? 

Go ask Gov. Hoyt, Gov. Hartrauft, GenP.ral Beaver, 
or Senator Cameron for a full and confidential disclosure 
of this man's antecedents and your vote will show con-
clusion;; worthy to yourself-if not to the candidate. 

Our state has a population of five millions Has your 
choice received the honest commendation of a palt ry five 
hundred- including office-holders, politicians and party 
retainers? 

No man, even a town constable, was ever accorded a 
colder or more disdainful reception after obtaining the 
caucus nomination of his party. Our disgrace would be 
complE:te-had we not long ago reached the li mit of self. 
degradation. 
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These charges were so serious tha~, published annonymously, they naturally 

created deep resentment among Senator ~uay 's friends . At the same t i~e , while 

t he public was i nterested i n the charges d i rec ted agai nst the State Treasurer's 

honesty , it was circulated about i n certain circles that the f eeling of t he ~ublic 

was that an unfair attack had been made upon the incoming senator . !'.any felt 

that whatever mi ght be his shortcomi ngs, he should not have been made the victim 

of an annonymous attack . 

I had had in mi nd from the i ncepti on of my plan to lay before the public in 

defi nite l anguage these serious char ges on the very day he was to be i nduc t ed 

i nto hi s hi gh office , this very situati on. I had j ust as much d i slike for 

annop;ymous attacks as t he most meticul ous observer of pr opri ety, and t he obser-

vance of the rule of conduc t r,as to be met by my methods of procedure . I 

assumed , and r i ghtly, that on the cir culati on of thi s pamphlet on the f l oor of 

the Legi slature and its reproducti on throughout the nress of the country, t here 

woul d come a chalJ.eP.ge from the friends of Senator iuay t hat the one who had 

been r esponsible for this devast ating at tack on the character of the Senator 

should make his name known or go down in hi story as a maligner of the mos t 

despicable character. 

These anticipated conclusions verifi ed my j udgement and made possible the 

putting i nto effec t of a pl an that would settle for all t i me the question of the 

guilt and i nnocence of the Senator and , thereby , perform a great public service 

to the state and the nati on. If my plans didn't miscarry , Senator ~uay would 

e i t her be vi ndicated or the result ing disclosures would result in conviction 

and a conse1uent retirement from the Senate. 

To bring this about , I wrote a letter to state senator Rutan fro~ Beaver , 

Senator'Quay ' s home country, as f ol lows : 

"Dear Sena tor : 

Si nce the publication of the lit t le pwn,hlet c i rculated i n the Lee i s lature 
attacking Senator ~uay on the day he was elected to the United St ates Senate , 
I have not iced a vehement pr otest on your part agai nst t hose recponsible for L ""' <ir~latinn of <his a ttack, ohaogi "8 that th• falsity of this vioiouo 
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attack was appar ent t o the $enat~r •s fri ends and the public at large because 
i t 11as annonymi ty , the method of all vilifi ers who d i d not dare make known 
their true identiti es. 

"As the writer of this pamphl et , I heartily agree with your condemnation , 
even t hough it i gnores t he possible truth of the charges , because in the minds 
of all fai r -minded men, annonymous char ges usual ly carry thei r own condemnation~ 
In order to meet such a situation, I make the followi ng prooosi t i on: That 
U?On the disclosure of my name , Senator .,,uay 1~111 agree to bri ng a libel 
suit agai ns t me for a substanti al amount , subject to the fol lowi ng condi tions; 
to wi t , that i n the trial of thi s case , he may be ca l led for cross- exami nation 
as an adver se wi tness and that my counsels have the r ight t o subject the 
plaintiff to such a cross- exami nation as i s allowable when cal ling on 
adverse wi tnesses . 

In order t o esyabli sh the coed f aith of t hi s pr opos i tion, I shal l arrange 
to deposi t the sum of 010, 000 or othersum t hat may be agreed UJon in order 
to ensure his expenses and at t orney fees . The balance, i f any, should go to 
such a l oca l charity as ~enator <quay may suggest ; for I assume that in c~se 
of ~l-is tr~al what he would see)c6'f:ould be r i s vi ndicqt ion and not any 
monetary a~ard i n addition t o t his. Therefore , I wish, i f this proposition 
is accepted , that you c~~se t o be ~ublisbed i n the public press the ~ol l owi ng 
statement : 

' :t .:ill be of interes t to e.,.~::-.. one to ':r.c;, tr-at ~eps are bei ng taken to 
:)r' ng a~out the disclos;;re of the '>Ut':orshi p of the rrophl~'!; recer-+ly 
a+.te-1'<.ng 3enc.+cr ..,_ua.y on -:;he d .. te of his i nduc t ion a: senator.• 

~Fr om such a s t atement I wi ll understa::d that ~enator Quay accepts the 
-:;erms under whi ch t "is di~closure :!.s JMde . :::.n <:!-e public::tion of "-'.'e """'gc:Jted 
stateMent er of one cf :: ' rai l ar import, you will recei ve a call from my 
counsel. «b.ile not disclosi I'~ +'-e n:r,e of ' ~s clie:-t during t his f i r s t conver-
sat i on, my counsel ,.ill let i t be k~c.:-: w~en I am satisfied t1at a bindi ng 
ac.--rec.n:~·•t has been entered i nt o by Senator Quay t o accept my challenge i n 
the manner suggested . " 

For sore days after ~av~g Wl"itten t1is letter s..~d hav! ing defi nitely learned 

t hat i t had been exami ned , I searched the newspapers regularly. But I found no 

r esponse i n the papers en tr.is subject . Consequently, from thct day down to 

t he ~Gse:-t, no one except myself and an intimate friend of mine ~· o mai 'ed tte 

ci:-cul ars to ::arrisburg knows the i nsi de history of this affair . Nor will anyone 

ever know the true facts unless someday t here is published i n my bi ogr aphy a 

hi story of t hi s affair . 
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If 
t he spring 

(or ig i nal) 

BECOll'.ES :,_ CANDIDL.':'E FOR 'IllE LEGISLATURE 

of 1888 , after practicing law for about four years , I came 

t o the conclusion, after careful consideration , that it woul d prove an agreeabl e 

and instructive experience to serve as a member of the Legi slature for a term. 

I felt that a period of service i n the House , where I might become f8.l?li l i a r 

with la?! making and the activities of the Department would , provided that I 

went there ,11th the intention of doing seri ous work and making the most of my 

brief opportunity, be of great subeequent benefi t i n the pract i ce of l aw. lt 

would mean building up an acquai ntance , both legal and politica l , throughout 

the state. I also believed that the coornittee work and the opportunity of 

following and participating in the d i s cussions on the floor would f ami l i arize 

me with the State Constitution and the public problems or the hour. · .. hat I had 

in mind was, therefore , in harmony wi th my purryose to ct ntinue the practice of 

the law without interr.:ission . I had no intention of again seeking public offic5 

or of followi ng any other course that would divert ~c fro~ en professi on. 

The party primaries were to be held a c01ple of months after I had decided 

to become a candi da te . I lived i n the f irst of t he two legislative districts in 

the city of Allegheny , now the northsi de o~ ::?ittsbur gh. All the wards, ,•ith 

one excepti on , l ay east of Federal street and v1ere controlled by voters of German 

extraction, ~ong whom I had but slight acquai ntance. 

Preparihg to r.iake a start, I consulted wi th my uncle , ::ajor ·., ,II. Kennedy , 

a res ident of one of the nost populous wards in the distri ct , who had been a factor 

in l ocal politics for a long ti~e. AS other candidates had covered tre f i e l d 

pretty thoroughl y , he was of the opinion that I had 1,aited too long and that I 

would, by reason of the l aw stcrt , be badly handicapped. Before I took any 

definite ~ P, he advised me to call on Pete ' .. a l ters , a leadi ng and influential 

German. Pete ·:,al ters was the propri eter of a drug store on a street d i viding 
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the Jo l argest wards and had been for many ye;ircs an adviser to those having 

poJ.i t i c• 1 ambi tions, 

·.7alters shared :iajor Kennedy ' s view that I was t oo late i n announci ng my 

candidacy, parti cularly as two C'mdi dates , Rbbi son and Jtavi ng, had combi ned on 
, 

delegates and had already done so much work among the voters th'l.t trey felt 

confi dent of noni nii.ti on , The kindly old druggi st, however , a,parently not wishing 

t o discourage me any fur t her , told ne he was commit ted 

candidates . Furthe nnore , he s tated , t hai/r would make 

to onl y one of the se 

a co@bination w:tb the 

man to ,,;hom he had promised support , I could , in ¼is o,i n:."'"' , win the c0n-';e::+., 

~epl ying to hiq outline of the s i tuation , : ~Pid ! thought too man, 
I 

c~~s.i rs 1.?ere l''!:"'ln too qoon ~l"lQ that eff0 cti ve "."tc:-k , ~rte""~ l~te entry, ,,. ..... ,, d 

r.cre tr-~~ c"'rset ~.ny pos sible advant ace resulting t~c:".I -.::- ePrl y start . I a l so 

voiced c"jec t ion to any effort .. o bre:.k ;;..~ t:,e Robison- -,t _, i ng combination, saying 

t :i.at i f t :.ere -;.ere ~<' be any ov~rtures to this end , they l"igjlt , in my or,i nion, 

better come to instead of from r~. 

::: ureed these views on my advi sers wi th succes s . ...nd ~::a:· ~ eed to help 

set u, c compl ete sl::.te nf delegates , leavi ~g the c·•c::.::e ~f tl.e .;-,cond Cl'ndi de.te 

to be nomi nated t~ 13+.cr con~i deration. The events j us t i f i ed the vieCT l urged 

on the~, for I received , ~fter MY dele~ates were announced, an offer from each 

of tbe two candidates to j oin him as his runni ng mate. 

But t his onl y r a i sed another serious probl em. The Germans in the d i strict, 

comprising a large maj ority of tte voters, had f or years been i ndi gnant over 

t he terms of the exi s t i ng license l aw which had imposed hi ~er license f ees and 

reduced the number of licenses that could be gr anted . As in the -previous 

bi ennia l election, the J.Jemocrats, 171 th t 110 German candi dates , had swept the 

di strict, I was strongly advised t o throw in my lot ~11th Staving, a county office 

hol der and i nfluential among his nillow Germans ; but I preferred Robison, 

He was 1,ell educated , a good campai gner , and a genial fellow. The likelihood 

that he would make a better legi sla tor than Staving rncuh appealed to me, I had 
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lon observed t hat t~e leg islators from the large c i ties ' ike Pi t t sbureh and 

Philadel phi a were i nf i nitely 1~r~ri o~ i n mi nd a~d craracter tot' ose re-:iresent: rg 

the -ural di s t r i c ',s . :here was the addi tionsl considerat ior, t'hot +he:· 1•.e r e 

l argely cor.trolled by <;' e cit. or sta~e rin'"s. It seemed my uty t o teen up 

with Rob i son r egardless of "!.e oon seque-ces , and this I did . i?ortunately for us 

and tl.e s uccess of tl.e -:>arty i n 1-he di strict , ti e s i tuation was simplified bet'ore 

the l)r i rnaries by ~ta vi ng 's .. ithdrawa l . Thus, Robi son and I went i-to the e lec tion 

wi th a fair ly uni ted organizati~r. beni-d us. 

a S ti•e ~emocrats had ai:;ain nominated t,,o Germans , i t ,.,as predi c ted on all 

sides t'.at we woul d have a hard f i ,;ht , wi th the c' ances oI success r.outi too eood. 

But I believed that the fact tr,at it was a presi <!enti al year , with Harri son 

and :·orton the Republica n non ine es , would count strongly i n our favor . The voters 

were nomi nally 11epublicans a.nd i n a national election would not be likely to 

cut their loca l candi dates. 

The canvass was -t f gorously undertaken by myself and colleacue:/. !)aily , 

we made poli tical addresso1.n the various wards , 1vhi le about once a r,eek , the r e 

was an old- fash i oned torchlight procession composed of our l oca l supporters . 

The ::,rocess i on carri ed pl enty of red f ire , and tJ-.e astute !.'.ajor Rush :::'yl er , 

a veteran of the Ci vil .. ar and a most canable campai 1.rner , was i n commend . 

~uring t he contest , the Pi ttsburgh rill[' l ooked askance a t our candidacy ; 

for i t 11as the custom t o co-tr-ol l•e entire county deleeation . Fowever, as 

it was known t :,at : was also arrtt- ,uay, the arc h enemy of t'.e local bosses , 

we . er e permitted to go ahead without i nterference. 

The forebodings of those fearful of defeat proved groundless . .e were 

ele cted by 1 ,800 majori ty, almost an exa ct reversal of the Democrat i c maj ori t y 

t wo years before . 
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A POLITICAL STORY 

A few days after my e l ection to the Legislature, the Round Table and some 

additional fri ends gave a d i nner in rry honor, The toastmaster of the occasion 

was a college rool!lllate and felt privileged to say anythi ng he wi shed about my 

political endeavors. He t old how a few days bef ore he had met !,ir , L.- one of 

t he defeated Democratic candidates and asked hi m how it was that he had been so 

badly worsted when onl y two years before he had been so successful. 

"T'nat i s easy to expl a in", sa id the disgruntled candi date , "for when 

Shiras and his fri ends went i nto t he Carman wards , it was pointed out that !>is 

great grandfather i n 1800 had built the f irst brewery in ,Ul ei;heny County, 

Thereupon, the Germans .flocked to his support , 

"Then the s ame canpaigners went i nto the Presbyteri an nards at the other 

end of the d i strict and told how another grea t grandfather of the candi date1 

in 18101 founded the First Presbyterian Chur ch , serving as i ts pastor for 50 

consecutive years, This t urned the r eligious element against the beer- l oving 

German candidates, " 

11e concluded by saying sadly, "Not letting your r i ght hand know what your 

l eft hand di d made it possibl e t o carry a beer bottle one day and a Bible the 

next , You can ' t beat such a combinati on, 

This story created much merriment a t the t able , but the vict im decl ared 

that the tale resulted from an overstretch of the imagi nation on th. part of 

t he defeated candidate, 



Memoirs_Box1_Folder12_40.tif

LlGISL,-;fl, .. E ,.S A '.'CLI'"'ICAL 'IRU:!:C C ..;c::oc1 ;.r::; IT'S P~fl--CtlNEL 

In government each State is n miniature of ~he United States. For each is 

defi ned in its territory, is a soverei3n ir do~estic natters , and otherwise 

rese~bles the n~tic~ of which it is a co~ponont ~urt . The states h~vo c"ief 

executive hith cabinet officers or otrer State officials correspondirg tl:lereto. 

It has a supre-e court and subordinate judiciary , a legislature co~posed of 

a house and senate , a.nd a territory divided into counties that bear the same 

relation to the com.~onwealth that the states bear to the national government . 

Each State sends its allotted members to the national legislature , while the 

general government allots to each ..;tate , me~bers of the Federal judiciary and 

other officials connected with the executive departnert , sucl:l as district attorneys , 

marshals , revenue collectors, postmasters, etc. 'lb.us , 1,e have l'orty- ei.-1:lt states 

complete in their governmental functions and a nation equally complete in its 

functi onJi. 
Before going to t•e state capitol in 1889 , I was thoDoughly impressed with 

tte feeling that tr.e average state legislature was an asse,;bly of "loli ticians 

or rren of mediocre ability and that , collectively, they represented a rather 

l ow stratum in public life TTitr tLe result of misgovernment or extravagance in 

the management of state affairs . These views were unduly influenced by ,he 

general character of the members aoming f _·orn t'.e two large citi es at either e:1d 

of the state and by the tendency of the daily ])ress to magnify ell that as 

reprehensible in tt.e le<'islature and to lart;el:,• ignore the every d'ly .,ork of 

t>'s body and the faithful discharge of the :'1£..ny duties im:,osed , :iont t' ose 

active in connittee ork or in the orde~ly manageme~t of the ~ffairs ·fa ereat 

state . 

,l..i le I had sone unco-fortable or disconcerting experie-ces as evidenced by 

the bank bills , the crade- crossing bill , a~d the attempted impeachment of a county 

judge , I was able to see in a very s"o:.t ti:ne that t'1e c libre of t' e 
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wasU hi e,'1 order. Aside from political automatons f r om t he lar ger cities who 

created a vacuum rather t han a for ce for evil , the :nembers from t he small towns and 

country d i stricts were honest , able , and gen\erall y congenial. This group was 

made up of l awyers , f ormer judges , bankers , merchants , phys i c i ans, and educat ed 

farmers. While such rr.en as these , constituti ng a majority of the body, ~,ere 

susceptible t o the cunning manoevers of the state bosses or the i nsidious nresure 

of powerful corporati ons , I found that whenever an i ssue af!'ec~ine the public 

welfare was properly ca lled to their atterti on, these men would promptly break 

away from unwi se leade~shi p or would defy poli tical coercion. 

As tte le~i slature of Pennsylvania had l ong been depict ed as an unscrupulous 

and an ineffi cient branch of t he government, I have little doubt t hat the leg-

islatures of ot !!e r states have been equally maligned. ifoarly half of our United 

States Senatore , Bongressmen, and many Federal Judges , gover nors and simil ar 

hi gh officials have served i n the state legislatures . The tra i ni ng and the 

prestige which mllllllllll they obta i ned there l argely accounts for their subse~uent 

successful careers . number of ?residents have seen service i n the leeislatures, 

Garfield ancl Theodore Roosevelt among others. In l ater years, +;1., ':- caiaers 

were muc~ influenced by thei r early entry i nto ~ublic life. ~x- Governor Alfred 

E. Smith , !)emocre.tic candidate ::or Pres ider t i n 1928, acquired of '1is 

poli t ical fame as e le~i s l ~tcr in hi$ home st~·e. 
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Some Bank Legislation "'f/&b Ah ugu soqu&l-8 . 

Before the session opened I had been entrusted with the presentment 

of two bil ls prepared by former Chief Justice Agnew and desired by the 

Bank of Pittsburgh, one of the most famous state institutions throughout 

the country, it having been organized in 1810. The purpose of one 

measure was to permit the renewal of state bank charters, the former 

statute thereon having expired under a time l imitation, and the other 

permitted a state bank to become a national bank without cessation of 

business and liquidation. Without the passage of the first bill the 

Bank of Pittsburgh could not continue and should the second bill become 

a law this bank could take advantage of i t later on, if it seemed 

desirable. On my int roduction of these measures they were referred 

by the speaker to the Commi t t ee on Banks of which I was vice-chainnan . 

After I had explained to the committee the purposes of this legislation 

the two bills were reported out affinnatively, and went on the 

cal)'endar. On the first and second reading of the bills no objecti on 

was made to t hem and it seemed they would pass on third and final r eading 

without any trouble . 

Before final passage however I received a telegram from !4arquette 

Michigan my smnme r hane announcing the arrival of a son and I left that 

evening for the West . The two bank bills on third re ading were called 

up during my absence when objections were made by a Philadelphia member. 

This critic had not proceeded very far when he was interrupted by 

John Fow the minority leader of the House who in stentorian tones 

which had previously led to his being named "Foghorn" protested agai nst 
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any attack on these me asures during the absence of their author who 

had been called away to greet the arrival of George the 4th. In 

conclusion he expressed ~he hope that not a single vote would be cast 

against this legislation in view of the circumstances. Thereupon 

the objector sat down and with the rest of the House recorded a unanimous 

vote for the passage of the measures. Hearing about this later, I 

felt that my absence had been more eloquent than my presence. 
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A Deadlock On The Bank Bills . 

A few days after the two bank bills were sent to the Senate, and 

referred to the appropriate committee, Senator Newmyer of Allegheny 

County called on me in the House . He then asked me what had become 

of his bank bill providing for the punishment of bank officials who 

~ceived deposits af ter the bank was known to be i nsol vent? I told 

him that this senate bill had been referred to the Committee on Banks 

at the time I was acting chairman and that in the opinion of the 

committ ee the bill was a dangerous one as it did not a ccurately define 

what constituted insolvency, and moreover it was unconstitutional i n whole 

or in part because it attempted to regulate national as well as state 

banks . As the senator had not asked for a hearing before the commi ttee , 

and in view of our united belief that such legi slation should not 

receive a favorable report , I reported it out with a negative recommen-

dation. 11Ylell , " remar ked the senator gruffly,"! will tell you what is 

going to happen tomorrow morning . " 111'/hat is that?" I asked serenely. 

"At the morning session" he said "You will rise in your place and ask 

the speaker to refer this bill back to the Committee on Banks for 

further consideration" . Ruffled by this assertion I made it plain that 

I would do nothing of the kind . "Oh, yes you will and I have the means 

of forcing this action . 11 "You Have" , he c ontinued two bank bills before 

the senate committee of which I am a member and there they will remain 

until you have my bill referred back to your com.~ittee and later 

reported out favorably." Much surprised by this threat and its 

unfortunate consequences i f carried out , I adopted a concilia~ory tone 

and pointed out that the life of one of the oldest banks in the state 

would be ended and other,would be in the same fix a year or two 
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later . This plea, hov,ever, had no eff ect and he again repeated the 

program t hat I must follow. Here arose a crucial test of what should 

be done . I might ..forcibly call the at ten ti on of the House to the 

effort of a well- known ienator to force through unwise legislation or 

otherwise sacrifice two meritorious measuresJthus affording an 

unusual opportunity for an address on the culpability of such a bargain,, 

or I might silently acquiese i n order that justice might be done to the 

banks involved. This latter, course I followed although it was most 

irllitating. 

Some Extraordi nary Consequences . 

Some months after my two bills, and that of Senator Newmyer 

had been enacted, an indictment was found against Senator Macfarland 

of Philadelphia , a roommate of Senator New~er and the head of a 

defunct bank that had received deposits after becoming insolvent. The 

accused Senator fled to Canada where he remained until all danger had 

passed. Following this came the arrest of Senator George w. Delamater, 

a conspicuous party leader in the state a.nd likewise a close friend of 

Newmyer. Senator Del amater was then being groomed for the gubernatorial 

nomination the following year and through the activity of his friends 

the accused ienator was acquitted on a technicality.. His later nomina-

tion as governor resulted in his disastrous defeat which was wholly 

charged against h is scandalous escape from the toil s of the Newmyer 

Act so that f or the first time in a quarter of a century there was 

a Democratic Governor. 

Meeting Senator Newmyer on the street one day, i n our home town , 

I told him that I owed him an apol ogy for opposing h is bank bill , since 

it had proved a much better measure than I thought it would. He gave 
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an indignant snort and passed on. As a final sequel to this 

legislation it may be stated t hat the supreme cour t of Illinois declared 

a similar bill uncons titutional in part because it attempted to 

re gula te national banks. 
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SERVICE IN THE PEimSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE 

'ffiE LEGISLA'roRE CONVEN!S 

A few days before leaving for Harrisburg, I received a poli e note from the 

general passenger agent of the Pennsyl vania r ailroad stating that his company 

took pleasure in issuing an annual pass for my use and asking that I call and 

receipt for it. 

I was aware of the powerful influenc• that t his road had exerted on the 

Legislature and of the success it had met with in getting what i t wanted and i n 

defeating any legislation inimical to its interests. For this and other reasons, 

I dec ided not to accept the pas s . On the day of my departure, I received a 

registered letter. When I opened it, I l earned that I had unwittingly receipted 

for a Pennsylvania pass. rlhen I showed it to my father , he took a pencil 

and ran a line through the prefix "Hon:', saying that if I were going to use it , 

the adjective was i nconsistent with my attitude toward my public duties. I 

returned the pass and, as will be related later, soon had occasion to be glad 

that I had done so. 

On reaching the capital , I took a room for the session at the Lochi el House , 

a famous old hostetry patronized by the more ac tive members of the Legislature and 

state officials. Consequently , it was the headquarters for important political 

conferences. I was asked by the Speaker of the House, Henry K. Boyer , to 

occupy a chair at his table, where in addi tion to Harry Huhn, the parli amentary 

clerk, there ware several prominent members. Daily contact with this group 

eDbtied me to obain i nformation as to my future dutiesJwhicr. I could have 

obtained in no other manner. 

The Speaker was a man of unusual attainments. lie was tall , well built, and 

dignifie<:,with a personality that mm: won the friendship and confidence of all 

the members , regardless of party lines. As a parl iamentarian, be bad few equals, 

partly the result of having presided over previous sessi ons. 

After bis installation in the house of which I was a member, he asked the 

members to indicate their preferences for committee assignments. I had realized 
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from the outset t he importance of getting on COllllllittees t hat would have congenial 

work to do and that had some import ance. As I was tree from entangling alliances 

and bad noi ambition• to continue in public office, I was interested only in t he 

pppo:lrtunity to do some worthwhile work. My first choice was the judiciary general 

cOlllmittee , composed almost entirely of lawyers , including t he majority leader. 

To this committee bills of importance that possibl.J required amendment and measures 

of doubtful constitutionality were referred. Although I was a new member, I was 

appointed to it, an honor due in large part to t he fact t hat no one else from 

the big del egation from Allegheny county had asked for a place on it. 

I then asked the Speaker to place me on the committee on banks. He smiled 

broadly at_my request, saying t hat t his co11111ittee rarely met and t hat in some 

sessions it failed to assemble for even a single meeting . That would not be t he 

case in this session, I assured him, as I had two important banking measur es 

which I propc:sed t o i ntroduce; these would naturally be referred to the committee 

on banks. Accordingly, he appoi nted me the ranking member with t he power to call 

the committee toget her in t he absencl of t he chairman. Two minor co111t1ittees, 

Geological Survey and Federal Rel ations, the latter of which I was made chairman, 

completed my ass ignments. 

FRIENDLY 'IBEATMENT BY 'IEE LEADERS 

The friendly attitude of the Speaker and his close associates could be 

accounted for partly by the fact t hat I and my colleagues became candidates 

for t he Legislature without t he consent or endorsement of Magee and Flynn who 

had long been the bosses of Allegheny County. Thi s was the only section of t he 

state not under the poli tical control of Senator Quay. The feud between t hese 

two groups had existed f or years, but Senator Quay with all his influence and 

presitge was unable to ou•t this powert'ul local machine. It was quite natural, 

therefore, t hat in Harrisburg where Quay was supreme in all legislative matters , 

I might pr operly be regarded as pro Quay or at least friendly to the Quay 

organizat ion. 

It was not then known t hat I was the author of t he annonymous pamphlet 

"""'-,: OCH I Q,..Q 0¥-r_a: _ ,_ ... A O&:l. ::S..:. I -=.: sl ; l ~liidU 46• l'b• ,....,.--
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"The Pig Iron State and Piginy Statesmen" in which Senator Q,uay was directly charged 

with speculating and losing a large sum in the State Treasury over which he 

presided. Had this fact become known, I would have been on the black list, 

and the courtesy shown me mentioned before , would have been emphatically denied 

me. 

GETS A SURPRISE 

A few days after the convening of t he Legislature, I was seated at my 

desk writing a letter. Suddenly I became aware of an unusual silence in the 

Chamber broken by a member opposite me calling my name while another member in 

the rear pounded on my back. Looking up I saw the Speaker standing erect with 

his gavel poised in the air and looking intently in my direction. Then the pre-

siding officer c11 11 1t11 repeated what he had evidently said before: "The 

gentleman for Allegheny will please take the chair." 

This request came as a shock, for although not subject to stage fright , I 

had no liking for the fonnal duties of a presiding officer, as previously indicated 

when I declined the presidency of the Yale Kent Club. Pulling myself together, 

I walked down the aisle which seemed interminab:f long and mounted the steps 

leading to the Speaker's chair. With a dignified bow, he handed me the gavel, 

and I made an awkward curtsy in return. 

Ge.zing out over the sea of faces where many were wondering who in thunder 

had taken the chair, I shouted, "The House will please come t o order," though 

you could hear a pin drop so orderly was the body at that moment. i,,king to one 

side of the chair where the parliamentary clerk was usually concealed and in a 

position ~o prompt t he Speaker on matters involving the rules or practices of the 

House , I found this useful person absent. A moment later, I was attracted by a 

member ris i ng and asking for recognition. Not knowing either his name or t he 

county he represented, I t old him to prodeed , whereupon he read the title of a 

bill he was then introducing, and the measure was taken to the Chair by a page. 
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At that l!ICmmnt I heard a alight noi ae to 1117 right and there saw the am111ng 

ao1mtenance ot Harry Ul.1l1n1 t he Speaker• • clerk and one ot my daily compani ons 

at the di nner table. 

I whispered to htm, "What 1n the world am I to do with this confounded parier?" 

Be whispered back that I should read the t1 tle ot t he bill aloud and rater i t 

to i ts appropri ate cCBllittee, whi ch i n this instance, I had no t rouble i n detel'llli n-

1ng. 'l'hereat'tor , all went lll!loothly. Nevertheleaa, I -a greatly pleased to eee 

tbs Speake approachi ng. Aa be took hi a place, he whispered, "You might have 

done worse, tor •e were giving you the t hird degree." 
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A PROPOSED ILLEGAL ACT AND ITS FINAL 
ENAC'IMENT IN THAT FORM 

Illustrating some of the 4evious methods in legislation, I have another 

example in mind, much more flagrant in its deceptive form tha1l the grade crossing 

bill. Early in the session, Mr. Emnanuel Wertheimer, a wealthy distiller, 

residing in my district, called upon me and asked whether I would int~oduce a 

bill permitting the i ncorporation of distilleries, saying that in this mission 

he represented these interests throughout the state. Although brewing companies 

could be incorporated, he pointed out that distilling companies with a much larger 

capital were not permitted to have this advantage. In case of death, insolvency 

or withdrawal of a member of a finn, he showed that reorginization was necessary 

while the issuing of securities and the incurring of contractual obligations 

were greatly impaired. 

I told him I could see no good reason why distilling companies should not 

hage the privilege of incorporating, particularly as the brewing interests 

enjoyed it. I asked that I be shown a copy of the proposed bill emending the 

general corporation act. I found on exeming i t that the title was vitally defective 

in t hat it did not show the nature of the amendment, while the body of the bill 

contained only the proposed amended section. This departed from the usual 

practice of setting forth the section as unamended followed by the new section 

containing the changes in italicized form, so that the members would know just 

what changes were proposed. I informed Mr • • Wertheimer t hat I would not sponsor 

the bill unless it conformed to the constitutional requirements. He surprised me 

by saying that the bill could not be passed in any form other than the one proposed 

because it would arouse unnecessary antagonism. As I stood on my position, the 

proposed legislation was dropped for that session. 

Two years later, Mr. Wertheimer was elected to the Legislature from Allegheny 

County. Almost immediately, be introduced the bill in the fonn in which it had 
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been presented to me. As a result of some skillful manoeuvering under t he 

guidance of t he state organization, it became a law and remained on the statu•e 

books until the adoption of the Eighteenth Amendment to t he Federal Constitution , 

all t he great distilling interests taking adve.J1tage of its provisions. 

In conse11uence, for nearly t hirty years , tene of millions of dollars were 

repreeented by capital etock illegally iesued, but few seemed to be aware of 

the condition. The question of the legality of the act was never raised in the 

courts, where it would have been promptly overthrown ae in plain and intentional 

contraventi on of eeveral fundamental provieions of the state constitution. 
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Defeat of t he Grade Crossing Monst rosity . 
.liouse Bill, No. 62, was consldere<I. the greatest corl)Oratlon 

grab of the session. Owing la.rgely to the cou'!feous speeches a.nd 
:g=~~'"!11dv0itu~~e:~1a5t~r:, 1:.:~?e~ufon;>i~}s~~~fa~s. A~~d 
their communities freed from a measure that made new railroad 
enterprises a.n Impossibility. Neither threats directed against his 
own bills or spacious pleas deterred him from doing his duty in t he 
hour when the public slept and the enemy occupied every post. 
The followlng communication from one or the county's r ellable a.nd 
zealous citizens bears testimony to the narrow escape the cou_nty 
had from first being robbed and then Imprisoned: 
John Rood, Esq., of the Feed and Flour Exchange. 

"As a member of the Joint Committee from the Chamber or 
Commerce and the Feed and Flour Exchange, sent to Harrisburg to 
assist In the defeat or House Bill No. 62, -i take great pleasure In 
~~r~:, t~1~~gr;t~~~~rc:0w~le r:~r:~0:!:alrvec~~~~~rs~~~g?' r:~ 
customed as I am to notice all movements that have had any bear-
Ing on the commerce of our City and State. I became Interested In 
house Bill No. 52. furportlng lo be for the 'pr otection of llfe and 
f;0r:;:,y e!ns;~~'r~se 0to th~e~~~\ t~~?d't~gcl~r~ny T::i•~r~~~:r~~= 
In the State. and furtf:er, to compel the cities to spend millions In 
the behalf or existing corperatlons. In the language or the P h lla-
delphla Board or Trade It -..•ould 'as a law deny all new railroad 
i>~ft'ft;~:t ~';;'~tl(l;':

1
t11rc::i~ldtobe

th
e"ntit'i~t a 

0
faJ'ht~a1~~trJa c!::.~ 

petition with established roads.' " 
" It provided that the cost of constructing the necessary under-

grade or overgrade crosslng,i 'should be equally divided be tween 
the railroads and the city.' and that the consequential damai::es be 
summarily divided-which might cost MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 
£;1n;!;t-"~!~.;.J';.~wt:~1~an::~11l?1e~~r all expenses. and besides be 

Mr. Shlras. with the honest convictions that the Shlras family 
po,sess. and with the keen appreciation of the great Injury the 
blll would Inflict upon his constituents. as well upen the whole 
State. sounded the· alarm the Instant the nature of t he blll" wns 
detected. ,he cunning deception and gross Injustice or the btn 
fired his Indignation, prompllng him 10 a vigorous fight against 
the measure from its discovery to the final defeat In the Senate by 
one majority. While Mr. Shlras was not oppesed to the prompt 
f:~'~::,ne,"le .. ~e::r'1e~~'h! ~reot~i1fifil· p~~~o~f~

1
tte

1
~a~:

0
;. 

0! 
p~r;;:::re A\i;~ei{~.p s\~~!?S~f[t~~ a~~~~ta~fu:~1 

fl~~\ ~s!~:e~-~he0 ;1!hrar1:~u~im<:i~~ct~f ::~~l:!n~~kfn a~1r:Jel~ 
~~:!atenn'1edt~tet~~n!~iift/1tyA ~ega~:/'~~~gr,?tl~~s t~~ni!~i/:g t~~! 
bill and were seconded by similar re,solutlons from . the Select and 

~!Q~~~t~!t~o0;,.;}!1e;~~~i. ~';,'eiO::.tt,;'(esC~7~'\,,!ltfii 
nendtng •that v.·ould tn any way curtail the powers now possessed 
by the city or In any manner Impose any cost upon the city In 

changing existing grades. without the assent or the c ity.' Com-
mittees !.rom au these exchang~s visited Harrisburg, . and by their 
united ettorts, the pressure became too strong and tbe bill failed 
of becoming a law by just one vote. Mr. Shlras' vigorous etforts 
against the measure won the confidence or the large eastern dele-
gations. and his zeal and faithfulness were so appreciated. that 
during the whole struggle they manifested more confidence In him 
than ln their own representatives. His independence, courage afld 
ability we re Qualities needed then, and should be acceptable to 
even a large constituency now. 

"J OHN HOOD." . 



Memoirs_Box1_Folder12_54.tif

EXPRESSIONS OF GOOD WILL BY 'IEE AUTHOR 'S 
COLLEAGUES ON THE JUDICIARY GENERAL COMMITI'EE 

The year following the conclusion of my brief tenn of service in the Legislature, 

I was unexpectedly forced into a campaign for the Republican nomination to Congress. 

Regardless of party affiliations , all my fellow members on the rudiciary Committee 

endorsed, in written fonn, my candidacy. This was a most unusual proceeding in a 

contest between candidates at a primary electi on. These endorsement are published 

here, not becuase they are comnendatory from a personal point of view, but 

because theJe expressions of good will seem to indicate that the duties imposed 

on me in the Legislature had been satisfactorily perfonned. Therefore, they 

const itute a part of this record. 
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Some Idea of the Estimation In W hich Mr. Shl ras Was Held by 
His Colleagues In the Legislatu re, W Iii Appea r from the 

Follow ing Letters , All t he Writers of Which Were 
Co• Members of t he Judiciary Gen eral Com-

mittee With Mr. Sh lras. 
(Used In the Sblra.s-Stone Election of 1890.) 

HON. HENRY HALL, MERCER COU NTY, 
Chair man of Judiciary Ge neral Committee. 

MERCER, PA., Apr ll istb , 1890. 
"During my association with Hon. George Sblras 3d, on the 

Judiciary General Committee, and In the House, we became very 
well acquainted, and It gives me pleasure to say that I found him a 
gentleman of the highest character, an able lawyer, and a Legisla· 
tor who gave careful and intelligent consideration to every measure 
presented. His discussions of pending Legislation were cleru: and 
forcll>le. and always commanded the attention of his fellow mem· 
bers. I know or no new member who stood higher or exerted a 
more powerful 1.nfluence. Very truly yours, 

•·HENRY HALL." 

HON. C. C. THOMPSON, WARREN CO., 
Secretary of J udicia ry Gen eral Committee and Speaker 

of the House In 1892. 
WARREN, PA., Apr il 4th, 1890. 

"As Secretary or the Judiciary General Committee In the last 
session of the Legislature, I became quite well acquainted with the 
Hon. George Shlras 3d, also a member of that committee. I al • 
ways found him an active, earnest and conscientious worker, both 
In Committee and on the floor of the House. His conduct and 
faithful work seemed to galn him the confidence of bis fellow mem-
bers. Very truly, 

"C. C. THOMPSON." 

JUDG E J . C. JOH NSTON, CAMERON CO., 
EMPORIUM, PA., Aprll 23d, 1890. 

" I learned some time ago of Mr. Sh1ras' candidacy In the 
Twenty-third district and was really pleased to hear that hls 
prospects were so encouraging. was associated with him on the 
Judiciary General Committee of the House In the last Legislature, 
and had the esteemed pleasure of becoming acquainted with Mr. 
Shlras' ability as a lawyer and Legislator . I unhesitatingly place 
him among the leaders of thought and action In the last House, 
and one of the ablest men on our Committee. I was an admirer 
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or Mr. Shlras' tact, courage. integrity and ablllty displayed on 
Important occasions. during the session or the last Llg!slature. 

''Very truly yours, 
"J. C. JOHNSTON." 

" HON. P. M, L YTLE, H U NTINGTON, PA. 
HUNTINGTON, PA., May 8th, 1890. 

"I had the honor to serve with Mr. Shlras on the Judiciary 
General Committee during the last session or the Legislature. At 
the very beginning or his service It was apparant that, although 
much younger than many ot his colleagues, he was far above the 
average In point of ability as a lawyer. His ablllty was recog-
nized, not only In Committee, but upon the floor or the House as 
well. This, added to his Integrity, gave him an Influence seldom 
enjoyed by a new member. Truly yours, 

P. M. LYTLE." 

H ON. JOH N H. FOW, PHILADEL PHIA COU NTY. 
PHILADELPIUA, Aprl! 25, 1890. 

""Although a Democrat- I! I lived In the district-I would !eel 
very much Inclined to cast my vote for Mr. Shlras. He Is a young 
man or ab!llty-h!s honesty cannot be questioned, and the earnest-
ness with which he championed causes before the Judiciary General 
Committee.or which l was also a member, and also on the floor or 
the House. Indicated to me that he Is one or the !ew public officials 
that l have met In political life. who are always ready to subordinate 
private tee llngs for the public good. That Is. l r ecognized In Mr. 
Shlras a man who always jealously guarded the rights or his con-
stituents, and allowed no legislation to pass. that atrected those 
rights unless he ratsed his voice In protest. The people or the 23d 
District would be honored by his election. 

Yours Respectrully, 
JOHN H. FOW." 

HON . JOHN M. ROSE, CAMBRIA COU NTY. 
JOHNSTOWN, PA., April 23.1890. 

"Some time since, I noticed that the many friends or George 
Shims, Esq., were mal<lng great etrorts to have him allow the use 
ot his name In the next Congressional contest In his district, and l 
thought at the time that It was a just tribute to his worth as a 
Legislator. During my sojourn with him at Harrisburg last winter, 
I round him a brllllant young man, and !ully w orthy all the con-
fidence placed In him. He at once took a front rank among the 
members, and Is certainly competent to discharge the duties or a 
Congressman. Yours Truly, 

JOHN M . ROSE." 

H ON. JAM ES L. PUGH, SOMERSET COU NTY. 
SO1\1ERSET, PA., April 27th, 1890. 

"I served with Mr. George Shlras 3d. In the Judiciary General 
Committee In the House session or 1889, and found him a live, wide 
awake and efficient member. He did good service on the Com-
mittee. especially such bills as Interested his constituents-on the 
floor or the House he was able and Industrious, and took an impor t-
ant pa.rt In the discussion or the most Important leglslatlon, and 
r endered much valuable aid In securing the passage or the bills 
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regulatlng State and National Banks, those affecting the State 
Board or Charities, and procedure In the Orphans' Court. He was 
Independent and never hesitated to expose doubtrul bills. 

Yours Very 'l'ruly, 
.J. L. PUGH." 

CAPTAIN GEO. W. SKINNER, FULTON COUNTY. 
"There Is nothing that could be said or the record or Mr. Shlras 

In the la.st session of the Legislature, except by way of commenda-
· uon. He was Industrious and painstaking both In the Committee 
room and on the floor o! the House. and so tar as my recollection 
now goes his votes and speeches were on the side o! the people. 

Yours Very Truly, 
GEO. W. SKINNER." 

HON. JAMES D. LEE, PHILADELPH IA. 
"Mr. Shlras was one o! the most earnest and able laborers on 

the .Judiciary General Committee, and also on the floor o! the 
House. He was always at his post or duty. Honest, earnest, 
brave, sincere and courteous, he won alike the respect or friends 
and oppenents. I remember particularly his speech In the House 
on a certain blll affecting the Interests or his constituents, and I 
know It was universally conceded to have been one or the very best 
efl'orts from any source during tl'le session. As a sincere friend and 
admirer o! Mr. Shlras, I predict he wlll make his mark, and feel 
sure no constituency wUJ ever regret the selection or such a rep-
resentative, whether !or State or National legislation. 

Yours Respectfully, 
.JAMES D. LEE." 

HON. FRANK M . RITER, PHILADELPHIA. 
"I met Mr. Shlras at the commencement or the last session ot 

the Legislature, and a.s members or the Judiciary General Commit-
tee. we were together several hours dally until the close or the 
session In May 1899. M.r. Shtras was universally recognized as a 
gentleman o r unusual ability, and fortunately possessing that val-
uable learning-which gave character and Intelligence to all that 
he did. He was r espected by every one, and I, with all his many 
friends, shall be glad, Indeed, to learn o! any honor that he may 
achieve. Very truly yours, 

\ _____ F RANK M. RITER" 
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SAFEGUARD AGAINST HASTY LEGISLATION 

In Pennsylvania and many other states , the consideration or en~ctment of 

l egislati on i s so safeguarded that no member can ever assert t hat bills ~ere 

called up or enacted i nto law without having due notice . Under the state 

cons titution, when measures '!re first i ntroduced, the titihe i s fir st read by the 

member i nt roducing th~ bill and read again by the Speaker when he announces the 

colllll!i ttee to which it has been referred. '.'/hen report ed out f avorably, it is 

placed on the calendar and must be read at length three t i mes on three separ ate 

days. On the second reading , i t may be Sl"lended . On the t hird reading it comes 

up f or final consider ation and may be defeated or passed by a majority vote , 

although amendments may be made by goi ng i nto the 6onnni t tee of the tlbole. 

Moreover, the proposed legi slation tlllSt rel ate~ to only one subject, l"lhile 

t he t i t le of the bill mus t clearly i ndicate its purposes. Thi s ryrocedure i s 

i n striking contrast to rl:i: the slipshod and careless manner i n wh.ich Congress 

legislates as pointed out later. 

Detection of the "Grade Crossing" !,!oPstrosi ty 

There was one bill, however, that did not attract a ttention until i t was 

call ed up i n t he House for second r eading on February 14 , 1889. It had a 

delibera t ely misleading title as foll1rSs : "A bill to i nsure public safety by 

regul ati ng grade crossings in cit ies of t he f irst and second class. " T'ni s measure 

being limited t o Philadelpnia and Pi t tsburgh was of concern t o comparatively few 

members . ~fore over, it was in line ~Ii t h the efforts to do away l"li t h the many 

casualt ies at railroad crossings i n the l arger c i ties ; therefore, it was accepted, 

at its face value , as a wise ~easure. 

When the bill was C'illed up, I happened t o read its :;irovisions because the 

ci ty of l..llegheny tha t I represented i n part was soon likely t o be consolidated 

with Pittsburgh. I t would , thereby, come within the scope of the proposed 

r egulation. I disco~ered almost i ltl!Ilediately that the measure should have been 
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enti t led , "A bill to prevent the entry of new railr oads i nto c i ties of the first 

and 'second class. " For the bill contained a section exempting exi sti ng rail roads 

from the other provisions of the act. At the same t i me , it requir ed new r ailroads 

seeking entry i nto these cities t o elevate their tracks at the municipal boundaries 

for a distance of t en or f ift een miles, at an enormous cost . Furthermore the 

bill did not give to the new systems teminal facili t ies withi n the busi ness 

por t i on of the t own. Thus , it effect ually barred competitive lines i n t he future. 

Thi s scheme was a good illustrati on of corporation control of the Legislature 

and of an attempted deception by a cun.ningly devised and apparently harmless 

title . The immedi ate beneficiaries of the act would have been the Pennsylvania, 

the Reading, the Pi ttsburgll and Lake~ and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroads; 

the last one , by the way, was represented by my f irm as Qeneral Counsel 

in western Pennsylvania Except for the first road mentioned , the other lines 

were inactive in promoting the measure a t Harrisburg. 
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When the t i me appr oached f or t he biennial primaries , I declared that I would 

not again be a candidate for the Legislature. This statement was made as a 

cont'irmation of my earl ier declaration t hat I woul d serve but one term in t he 

state Legisl at ure. This simple not ice occasioned a swries of incidents which 

many people would have regarded as of no great importance. They were, however, 

dest ined to shape much of my subsequent career. 

The publication of t he story t hat I would not be a ce:adidat e was 

CO!llllented on by p~itical friends of Judge Whi te as evidence t hat becauae of 

t heir i nfluence with t he voters, I was af raid t o run again. I knew that 

Judge Whi te was not responsible for t hese assertions for reasons already given. 

But in view of t he fact that I had suppressed much damaging evidence affecting 

the accused jurist, which had been unearthed on my r eturn to Pittsburgh , I was 

greatly tempted to enter t he f i eld to make clear that I was willing to meet t he 

issue. 

While deciding what might best be done, I conceived t he i 4ea of showing my 

standing with my constitu• nts by what would have all the earmarks of a bonaf ide 

candidacy for Congress against Col. Thomas M. Bayne. Col. Bayne , after his 18 

years of service in t he House had won a hi gh posit ion i n his part y , bot h i n Wash-

i ng t on and at home. The t i me waw, as a mat ter of fact, much t oo brief t o give 

me a fa i r opportunity for a successful campaign against Bayne , even if I coald 

have defeated him under any c ircumstances. However, I hoped that by setting up 

delegates i n my l egislat ive di strict and securing t heir election by a subst ant ial 

ma) ority to make it cl ear f or all t ime t hat I could have had a second tenn in the 

Legislature if I had wanted i t . 

THE CONTEST IN THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARIES AGAINST COL, BAYNE 

The twanty-third Cong9essional Distric;, changed lately t o the twenty- ninth, 

wu composed of the City of Allegheny and al l t he boroughs and townshi ps north 
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of the Ohio River, containi ng a population of about 2001 000. The maj orit y of 

the voters resided in Allegheny. Consequently, t his group dominated i n the number 

of del egates to t he Congressional Convention which was composed of about 140 

members. 

AB t he first step in my plan, I consulted with MaJor Kennedy who previously 

had had charge of my candidacy for t he Legislat ure. He was much surprised a t my 

moti ves but goodnaturedly gave way to my plan. It required but litt le t i me t o 

select t he delegates i n the first legislative district, for most ot them had 

represented me in the other contest. In a d,:y or two, it became known that I 

had entered t he Congressional primaries agains t Colonel Bayne, but no one except 

intimate frie nds knew my purpose. As Colonel Bayne had only once before been 

opposed for the nominati on, t he newspapers devoted considerable space to this 

unexpected development . 

The C0111Dercial Ge.zette, for f ifty year s the Republican organ i n Western 

Pennsylvania, and a paper of commanding inf luence , announced t hat it would support 

Colonel Bayne in every possible way. The paper stated t ha t it would regard the 

defeat of t his Congressman toward t he end of his brilliant career as a great 

calamity. One small paper of limited circulati on was equally emphat ic in my 

support. But t he other papers were neutral and neither candidate could complain 

of not getting fair treatment from these latter papers. 

As I expected , the gfeat majority of t he manufacturers and corporations, 

the farmers in the r ural dist ricts and the Civil War veterans gave a lmost 

unqualif ied support to my opponent . This, however, did not distmrb me, as my 

campaign f or delegates in the f irst legislat ive district would not be much influenced 

by t he elements going to Bayne. 

Then strange ~ings began to happen. From all over the district came 

assurances of much popular support, composed of t he younger Republican element 

with a large number of local politicians who, for one reason or anot her, were on 

unfriendly t erms with t he old- time Congressman who i ncurred, as is so often t he 

case, t he enmity of d i sappoi nted of fice hold••• and their friends. It was not 
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until .Tames G. Wyman, Mayor of Allegheny, announced that he and his 

administration would do everything possible for me that coherence was given to 

t he opposit ion. For Wyman was regarded as the most powerful and successful 

leader in his city, expeciall y was he the controlling force in the party primaries. 

" Thia was foll owed by an announcement from the Allegheny River Improvement 

Association t hat every member in its ranks would oppose the nomination of Col onel 

Bayne, whom they charged with an habitual neglect of their i nterests. Thus, it 

will be seen that many of my unexpected supporters belonged to a class that did not 

l ove me more, but Bayne less. The upshot tr it all was that three weeks before 

the primaries , a number of disi nterested leaders declar8d that in all probability 
) 

I could defeat Bayne. Thereupon, I was forced , with some reluctance, to set up 

delegates i n every voting precinct i n the district. Otherwise , I would be 

disregarding the wishe s of many friends i n addition to making it apparent that 

I was not a bona fide candidate , a fact which I had hoped to conceal at t he 

beginning of my campai gn. 
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,COLONEL STONE cmA&s TO THE FRONT 

A A week preceding t he primaries, everythi ng was runni ng smoothly, and I had 

fair hopes ot success , unexpected as it was . Then came another change in political 

cm-rents, tor I recieved an unexpected message from Colonel William A. Stone 

stating that he would like to talk over the polit ical situation~ with me . 

Up t o this time, Colonel Stone, a former U.S . District Attorney and the 
"-

head of the traction i nterests in All e ghe ny had, with his many poli t ical associates, 

remained neutral in this contest. For several years, Stone was regarded as one 

who desired t o succeed Col onel Bayne but apparently f eared to cross swords with 

such a powerful opponent. He was patiently waiting a break of some sort t hat 

would give him a chance. The refore, I tried to guess t he object of the visit . 

Stone opened the i nterview with the statement that he understood t hat I 

would not be a cnadidate again for Congress in case I were nominated and elected. 



Memoirs_Box1_Folder12_64.tif

.. 
Selecting a Delegate in the 

In selecting t he delegates in my home ward I had little 

difficulty except in the third precinct , known as "the rolling 

mill district. " Here t he votrts were numerous , but the personal 

popularity of t he delegate was more important t han that of t he 

candidate he represent ed . 

I was advised t o see the super i ntendent of a lead wor ks 

a few squares from my house. iieeting hi m one eveni ng at his 

office, t he matter was taken up and he strongly advised t he 

select ion of one J i lliam Kell y , who , he said , had never been 

defea ted in a primary election. 'Hhile he was ext olling Kelly ' s 

merits my adviser stopped in t he middle of a sentence , hi s jaw 

f ell and his eyes closed. A moment later he fell i n a heap 

on t he floor . 

Greatly alarmed I sought ass istance . On goi ng i nt o t he hallway 

I saw a light beneath t he opryosite door and coul d hear a typewriter 

clicking in t he r oom. Rapping on t he door , I was at once 

confronted by a tall, thin and elderly female t o whom I s poke 

of t he superintendent ' s sudden i l l ness , poi nting to t he fallen 

figure in t he room across the corridor . 

Wi t hout a word she returned with me·, went to a cl oset and 

came out with a large dark bottle, which she shook vigorously. 

Then with great deliberati on s he re~oved t he cork and approached 

the prostrate form. ~it h her left hand she raised t he ~ead , 

and placed t he mouth of t he bottle to t he lips . A gur gling 

sound was alraost immediately followed by signs of returning 

ccnscicusness . This mysterious femal!:lthen returned t he bottle 
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to t he closet , made a curt bow and retreated , closing the door after 

her. I wondered t hen, and have ever since, at her apparently 

i nscrutable conduct . 

Meanwhile my adviser had gathered him.sell' up, again taken .his 

seat, and was brushing off his clothes with a handkerchief , offering 

no explanation for what had happened , nor di splaying any embarass-

ment . "As I said before", he continued where he had abruptly 

left off , "William Kelly is the man for you to select. " 

I hastened t o assure him that I would get William Kelly if I 

had t o adopt him i nto t he family , and saying somethi ng about my 

wife not liking, to have me stay ,out after dark", or with some 

such excuse , I left much more rapidly t han I had come. Reaching 

t he s treet , I concluded t hat t he superintendent knew a great deal 

about delegates, but t hat he had peculiarities not to my liking. 

So t his was my first and only interview with him. 
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I told him that such was my resolve, He then asked if I would pledge my word 
/ 

to him that I would not run again, If I did this and agreed to support him as 

my successor, he stated that he and all his friends would support my candidacy 

and, thus , ensure my election. 

I told him rather curtly that I could neither pledge myself not to run 

again nor to support him at the end of my term. In explaining this, I told him 

that my refusal to run again was made known to the public and not secretly 

to any individual. Moreover, I asserted that I could not agree to support him 

on my retirement from Congress because I believed my successor shoul d be chosen 

by the Republican voters and not by any special influence I might possess in 

retiring from this office. 

This attitude seemed to surprise my visitor, and he left in apparent 

disappointment, 'two days later came the announcemsnt i n the press that Colonel 

Stone and his friends had come outstrongly for Bayne. ~twas not until later 

that I learned how the change had been brought about. At first I merely 

concluded that t his ambitious gentleman concluded that he had a better chance 

to succeed Bayne in the near future than a younger candidate who mi ght wish to 

cont inue on in the office indefinitely, 

Then came another switch, Definite word was received at my headquarters 

t hat Mayor Wyman and his administration had agreed to r emain neutral in the 

primaries, As many of my delegates in the City of Allegheny had either been 

put up by t he Mayor or were receiving his ardent support, it required many 

changes in the delegates and much consequent friction. 
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- HAD TO GIVE UP HIS S'roLEN COAT 

Notwithstanding t he action of t he mass meeting, t he utterances of leading 

citizens, and a press united in its condemnation of Stone' s dishonorable conduct, 

the latter refused to give up the nomination, saying t hat he had gotten the 

nomination fairly and was not to be influenced by t he ill-tempered criticism 

of his political enemies. 

Thereupon , a petition was circulated requesting the Republican County 

Coomittee to call a special meeting for t he purpose of declaring Stone' s 

nomination illegal and to call a new primary election to select a Congressional 

candidate. Pending t he meeting 9.Ild action of the County Conmittee, I went 

to my s~er home on Lake Superior for a short stay. This gave me a much needed 

chance t o rest and t o dedide upon my course should a new primar y be held. 

When Stone learned authoritatively t hat the County Colll!littee was practically 

unanimous in finding t he nomi nat ion illegal, he made the best or a bad s i t uation 

by giving up t he nomination and stating he would be a candidate at the primaries 

when called. While personally very much opposed to going i nto another contest, 

I realized t hat the request of my f r iends could not be lightly ignored. 

Moreover, I felt it was my duty to lead in a n effort to punish those 

politicians who had so flagrantly betrayed t heir party. 

By t his time, I knew full well t he nat ure of t he ensui ng contest and t hat 

I should have arrayed against me a vast sum of money on t he part of t hose 

trying t o save themselves from political extinction and a verdict of over-

whelming condemnation. To avert t his end, in addition to lavish expenditures 

there would be brought into play every political brick and every form of 

coercion likely to save the Joint conspiracy of Bayne and Stone to achieve 

their ends. Had t heir been a direct primary and a popular vote, I would have 

had no misgivings, but under the delegate sy stem where the nomi nation was 

made in convention, I saw many difficulties ahead. The new pr imaries were 

fixed f or September , preceding t he fall election by only a few weeks. 
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On my return from the West , I was glad to hear that Mayor Wyman and his 

administration had promised me their unqualfied support. Although I did not 

have much faith in the mayor's promises, I knew beyond question that Wyman 

and StoDS had long been bitter personal and poli t ical enemies. So, I felt at 

this time the breach would not be closed as it would greatly impair t he mayor's 

prestige if he joined hands with hi& arch enemy. He would also lay himself 

wide open to t he charge of corruption if he should switch his support now. 
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THE CLOSING DAYS OF THE CA''PAIGN 

'Iwo weeks before the primaries it became clearly apparent that my opponent 

based his hope of success on the lavish use of money and every possible form 

of coercion. It was plain that the Bayne-Stone canbination had lost hope 

of winning by fair means and that , from their standpoint , they felt justified 

in saving themselves from political oblivion by any tactics , however 

despicable. It was not until weeks afterwards , however , that the full amount 

of money expended by the opposition was revealed. But I was satisfied that 

I had behind me the great preponderance of the voters, and it did not seem 

possible to thwart thetr wishes. 

Then came disquieting rumors that Mayor Wyman was once more preparing 

to switch his allegiance. If these were so , it would affect the fidelity of 

many of my delegates in the City of Allegheny who had either been put up 

for me by the mayor or were otherwise under his control. Detectives were 

employed at once, am their reports showed beyound a doubt that the city 

administration, from top to bottom, was working for the Stone delegates. 

To correct this situation , I had many of these delegates retire in favor of 

more faithful substitutes; this , of course, caused much friction. 

On the day of the primaries word came nearly every hour to my headquarters 

that certain of my delegates had disappeared from the polling places , leaving 

me unrepresented. After the close of the polls and the day following, it was 

learned that more than a dozen of my delegates , elected in my behalf, bad 

transferred their credentials either to the losing delegate or to someone else 

favoring Colonel Stone. 

Contests numbering more than t hirty were started in precincts where I 

had been corruptly deprived of my delegates, either by a transfer of credentials 

or by the sending of my representatives out of town. 

When the convention assembled in the mayor's stronghold , the City Hall, 

a motion was made to send these cases to the Committee on Contested Seats. 



Memoirs_Box1_Folder12_70.tif

-6-

Many affidavits had been made bearing on the contests, besides the summoning 

of more t han a hundred witnesses. When the motion referred to was made, the 

objection was raised to a hearing on the contest on the ground that the notices 

of such contest s had been filed one hour lat e . It was all eged that the notices 

in.stead of being presented at noon the day before, had not reached the 

secretary of the district committee until one p.m. Thereupon, George E. Shn, 

a brilliant young lawyer and a successful delegate from my ward, protested 

against the effort to block a hearing. He pointed out that at the previous 

convention, Colonel Stone had been nomi nated in violation of every fundamental 

rule governing the election or convention and that f or these same forces now 

ro raise a purely technical point of to moment would bring about a more 

corrupt nomination t han on the first occasion. The Republican party, he 

avowed, could 111 afford to have a convention again openly def y t he wishes 

of a great majority of the voters, especially as none of the contested election 
but upon charges of fraud ; 

cases was based upon a technicality; nor, he insisted , could so many contests 

have been filed sooner. 

The chainnan, however, decided t hat the rule having been i nvoked, it 

was for the majority of t he convention to decide whether the time limit should 

be extended an hour. Vlhen such a motion was made , the fraudulently elected 

delegates were permitted to vote, t hus assuring Colonel Stone a majority of 

four in the convention 1nsteadof being defeated by nearly fifty votes. 

Thereupon, on the request of one of my floor leaders, those delegates supporting 

me were asked to l eave the hall so as not to participate in another fraudulent 

nomination. 

The retiring delegates found the door leading into the hallway l ocked, 

with a policeman standi ng guard. On his refusing to open the door, a two 

hundred pound delegate of mine from t he borough of Etna threatened to throw 

the policeman out of the wi ndow unless he opened the door. This delegate 

shouted that the off icer had no authori ty to put the convention under arrest. 
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This threat sufficed, and as the door swung open, Chief' of Police Murphy 

and two lieutenants were found on the other s ide of' the t hreshold, tacitly 

showing ho.- !!ayor Wyman had been exerting his influence. As the delegates 

filed out a cheer was heard f'rom the other end of' t he ball, giving evidence 

that Colonel Stone was once more the •ictor as the result of' his utter 

disregard for f'air play or decency. 

NOMINATED m ANOTHER CONVENTION 

After my delegates had retired f'rom t he convention that had nominated 

Colonel Stone by strong- armed tactics, they assembled in a nearby hall. 

Here the conventi on was formally organized and my contest i ng delegates 

declared duly elected, t hus giving me a large majority. 

On motion, my name was presented as a candidat e, and I was unanimously 

elected. Thereupon, I was sent f'or and addressed the gathering. After expressing 

my great appreciation f'or the faithful support given me in the campaign 

and f'or the honor tendered me in the newly organized convention, I declined to 

accept the nomination. In explanat ion, I pointed out that it was then t oo 

late to test the legality of my opponent's nomination in the courts. Were 

I forced to run as an independent candidate , I stated, it meant the election 

of' a Democrat to Congress in a t hree cornered fight . This result should be 

avoided when the upholding of' the tariff was a matter of' vital economic 

importance to Western Pennsylvania as well as to the country at large. 

I concluded by ma.king t hree pledges: First, that Colonel Stone would 

be:qlllltlmli opposed at the next election by a suitable candidate; second , that 

I would immediately take step s to punish criminally or otherwise those 

politicians who had been responsible f or the corrupt control of the convention 

nominating Colonel Stone; third, that in beheld of our party I would try to 

bring about a better and more representative method of nomi nati ng candidates 

at the primaries. My express intention of punishing those 8ililty of' fraud 

or coercion was greeted with prolongea applause. 
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A SUCCE.5SFUL RJFORM MOVEMENT 

BEGINNING OF THE REFORM MOVEMENT 

I was determined to secure the punishl!lent of the men guilty of fraud 

and corruption in the two previous congressional primaries, but I quickly 

discovered that it was a difficult t hing to bri ng about. I had ample 

evidence of the bribing and coercion of my delegates and the purchase of 

po~itical leaders pledged to my support. But I found, in the course of my 

i nquiry, that t he existing primary regulations had no legal standing. They 

were extra-legal rules for procedure developed and accepted by the several 

politica l parties. Con~equently, there was really no legal redress for 

frauds in a primary contest. 

Realizing that any direct attack i n the courts on my poli U cal foes 

was impracticable, I decided to take a d i fferent line. Vi gorous protests 

were formulated and sent to Postmaster General ~anamaker against the 

activities of t he assistant post master of Allegheny. This worthy's contribu-

tion to t he conspiracy had been the purchase and transfer of credentials to 

defeated candidates f or delegates . The protests were as effective as t hey 

were emphatic , and his removal speedily followed . A similar procedure in 

the case of t he Collector of Internal Revenue for the district brought a 

sharp reprimand for his interference in the selection of party candidates. 

The reprimand was shortly followed by his resignation. 

I was, however, much more interested in securing the punishl!lent of 

Mayor Wyman, whose betrayal of my interests i n each of the primary contests 

was currently believed to have been in consideration of a substantial price. 

As he was safe from direct attack, for t he reasons stated above, I cas t about 

for other ways of reachi ng him. Definite inf ormation bearing out current 

report of the mayor ' s corrupti on in t he discharge of his official duties 

suggested the way. Deemi ng it inadvisable t hat I , or my political advisers, 

should press for an investigation, I set tn¥self to the task of building up 



Memoirs_Box1_Folder12_73.tif

a reform organization t hat would take the i ni t iative• 

Distrus t of Mayor Wyman and his met hods was so prevalent that there was 

little difficulty i n enrolling s ome 100 prominent ci t i zens of Allegheny in 

such a movement. The work was largely i n the hands of wel l known young busi ness 

men, with Robert A. Lea acting as temporary chai rman. As i t was m:, desire 

to keep in the background, I and m:, advisers saw to it that the membership 

contained none of my more active supporters. The imnediate purpose was to 

secure an audit of the mayor 's accounts. So great was t he f eeling aroused 

by his unsavory metlJods, that without any urging from us, the association 

pressed its demand tor the audit with t he greatest vigor on the select and 

conmon council of the city. These bodies alone , by joint resolution, could 

author ize the inquiry. 

The majority of t he councilmen were under the control of the mayor and 

his pol i tical associates, but the members i ncluded a number of men who wer e 

independent i n their views and , also, possessed of great courage and i ntegrity. 

Another groupwas susceptible to the i nfluence of a movement such as we had 

put on its feet, particularly as i had strong endorsements from the press. 

At the outset of the movement , I was requested the executive committee, V 

because of my knowledge of local conditions and because it believed I would 

present the facts fairly and without personal bias, to prepare a series of 

bulletins outlining the purposes of the association . This I consented to do, 

with t he und ers tanding that it should not become known that I was the author. 

Continued pressures from the association and the press soon resulted 

in the council's direct ing an auidt of the l!ayor's books . 

REPORT OF T.dE AUDIT~ 

After a careful examination of t he mayor's records, the auditors reported 

that t he Mayor had obtained thousands of dollars by ill egal methods. It 

was char ged that he had been guilty of many cases of extort ion t hrough 
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the imposition of fines which he pocketed as a part of his compensation in 

the trial of cases. For instance, in directing a raid against alleged 

disorderly houses, he would f i ne the defendant in a nominal amount and then 

charge each with all the costs ~nstead of .E!,2_~• This excess, the Msyor 

would r etain for himself. As the fines were sma.11 the defendants made no 

protest. 

In other instances, the docket s howed t he defendant discharged on the 

payment of costs, while the mayor pocketed the fines not disclosed by· the 

record. In some instances, the fines were split between the city and mayor. 

After the puditor •s report was taken up for consideration by the City 

Council, the Pi ttsburgh Leader, in its news column, reported the situation as 

follows 
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Arter these di sclosures, I consulted with the District Attorney ot the 

county who favored an immediate presentment t o the grand jury. Furthermore , 

I engaged one or the leading criminal lawyers of the local bar to assist in 

t he prosecution. The ~etainer that I paid him was afterwards returned to me 

by the reform association. 

On the return of an indictment and the trial of the ease , great interest 

was manifested throughout the community, for it was the first time that a 

mayor of one of our larger citie• had been charged with extortion and 

embezzlement . 

Arter a trial lasting nearly a week before Judge Kennedy, the s i tting 
I 

t he Quarter Sessions Court , the jury returned a verdict of guilty on all points . 

The Co11111ercial Gazette, in an editorial , refers to the great benefit comi ng 

from this successful prosecution, as follows: 

"Let i t be understood from this time on t hat every job and jobber wil l be 
shown up. When men who ought to be doing time in the work- house or jail 
aspire to f ill import ant and honorable positions, let them be told i n plain 
English that they will not be permitted t o take the oath of office , 
even though t hey succeed in having themselves chosen. Men who know they 
have been blackmailers , and who have condoned and tolerated crime for a 
consideration, may ae well understand first as last that t hey will be 
brought up w1 t h a short turn in t he courts if they persist in forcing them-
selves into positions that they have nei ther the ability nor t he honesty 
to fill. Once establish this precedent and it will not be long untill good 
men wil l come to the f llDllt and offer themselves for t hese positions of 
trust. " 

A REVEALING INTERVIEW 

During t he week following the conclusion of the ease, the convicted 

mayor remained at liberty by a renewai of his bond pending the motion for 

a new trial. One morning the office boy told me, with an air of suppressed 

excitement that t!ayor Wyman was in the waiting room and would like to see me. 

As he crossed the threshold I noticed his changed appearance , And as 

he sank down in a chair I motioned him to take, it was plain that he had 

come to ask for mere• • Perhaps, I thought , he might reveal the record of 
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of bis recent treachery. In a husky voice and with tears i n bis eyes, be 

spoke of his downfall and the shame that bad come to bis wife and children. 

"And all this , " he said, "because fri ends that should have helped me have 

apparently r e joiced over m:y plight. " Thereupon I interrupted him by saying, 

"The friends you refer to were Congressman Bayne and Colonel Stone, two of 

your former political enemies. These two, having gotten out of you what 

they wanted , are doubly pleas ed that you a re beaded for prison. " 

At these remakrs of mine , the large and bulky figure cowered i n the 

chair. All he could say was, "I want help from the one whom I hurt. " 

This scene took me back some years before when, near the shores of Lake 

Superior, I had trapped a huge timber wolf, the slayer in its day of hundreds 

of deer. As I stood close by the trap, the animal with bloodshot eyes 

seemed to be appealing for march . The mercy CB!ll8 in the form of a 

t hrough its brain. In trapping t he Mayor I could not thus summarily dispose 

of him. Therefore, I figured on r eceiving i nformation that could come 

only from his lips. Before fixing upon terms of surrender, I asked him 

just what he wanted me to do. To this , the lifa1or responded that he hoped 

I would see Judge Kennedy, who presided at his trial, and that I would suggest 

to the court which had already i htimated a sentence to the penitentiaryj 

that justice would be done if he were sent to the workhouse i nstead. Other -

wise, the Mayor pleaded , he would lose hi s right of citizenship, becoming 

a social and political outcast the rest of his life . 

I t hen explained that t here were a number of things which must be done 

before I could t hink of doing what he wished. I asked him if he would mke 

a clean breast of his doings in the two Congressional primaries and i f, at~er 

going so , he would resign from office without taking an appeal to the higher ,,_-

courts. He evidently realized that I could not be placated in any other way. 

Thereupon, he told me how he had received $3000.00 from a representative of 

Congressman Bayne on the condition that he withdraw his support from me . 
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And, he added triumphantly, he was not required to oppose me openly. Again 

I interrupted him by saying that what he told about the first campaign did 

not apply to the second one against Colonel Stone in which he had not only 

deserted me but actually supported my opponent in every possible way. "What 

did you get for this?" I asked. After a moment's hesitation, he said, "I got 

$15000.00 in cash for myself and $5000. 00 for certain police officials. In 

addition, I arranged far the payment of a considerable sum of money to certain 

delegates of yours." Minor details were then given which need not be mentioned 

here. 

When Judge Kennedy learned of the Mayor's confession to me and his 

aggreement that he would resign his office am stand for sentence without an 

appeal which might mean a year ' s delay, the Judge sent him to the workhouse 

out of consideration for what he had done and agreed to do. 

BEGINNING OF A NEW REGIME 

With the Mayor duly i ncarcerated and his office vacated , a special 

election was called for the selection of a successor. With the opposition 

badly demoralized and the leaders fearing exposure and possible prosecution, 

no counter movement was started against the election of my uncle and campaign 

manager, William M. Kennedy. His later induction into office put an end to 

the old Wyman machine. And all the t ime, Messrs. Bayne and Stone kept 

discreetly silent. 

It was thereupon conceded that at the next Congressional campaign I 

would have little if any difficulty in disposing of Colonel Stone. But the 

question naturally arose as to why I should be such a candidat e when I had 

or igi nally no desire to go to Congress aoo had only been forced into the 

previous contest by a strange combination of circumstances. 

Most of my friends and a good portion of the public took the view that 

I shoul d ent er the contest once again as a matter of personal and political 
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vindication. However , this question was solved by an unexpected event , 

to wit , the nomination of my father as a Justice of the United States 

Supreme Court by President Harrison. This meant the breaking up of our law 

firm, with the head of it in Washington under a life appointment and myself 

headed toward the nati on's capitol as a mEl!lber of Congress. To make a long 

story short, I waived aside any possible political preferment and contentedly 

settled down to the practice of law. And I determined, thereafter to stick 

to this resolve. 
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----Alle!l'll•nla~e are lo-day analyzinc the 
proceed Inga a t laet. nlcn&'• meetlnir o 
lb• a11d1Un1 commi~of the Nor\11 Side 
eonnclle. , 

On all au..,_ tbe action of tbe 
eub-audltlag committee ill •poll:en or In tbe moet leudatory 
terms, sad tbo peoplo are DOW \bor 
o,..bly convinced that II u,e memben of 
Ulla commlt"'8 and their plane .,. not 
In terfered wltb tbe investicatlon will 
not terminate u otb•r lnnstiptlon• 
ln•o tbe olllci&I conduct of public 
'l'&nts have, namely , • counollmanlc 
wb,tewub. 

Mayor Wymany's actloo in fallin,r t, 
pat in an appearance aod offering a de· 
tense, alter bavln11 requHted s11cb p rlvl-
ledire, le the anbJectol m11cb unfavorable 
eommsot. 

An Alle,rheolan who baa all alone: 
taken a deep Interest lo t he lnveetl1t•· 
tloo but who deelroe that ble namo be wl\hbold, vol""'1 tbe eeoUmenle ol 
nearly all tboae Interviewed to-day when 
h• 

••Mayor Wyman bu, to say tbe least, 
p laced blmaelf In a vcrv pecgllar poai-
tion. When the com:t1IU<1e made pub• 
Jlc the r.sult ol the worll: ol the au,11• 
ton, Mayor Wyma:i hr.oded all tbe charges u falee. Be blutr<MI and blullod 
llut flo,Jlng this d:d not have the dealNd e!!ect, be went beloro the commlt~e I 11t Monday olg!H a od ull:od for a atay ol r roceed1n ,s for ooe 9reek, In order that be mlgbt be a't,lo to ap!)ear In p rson Roi explain away tbe m~ny sorl• o ua accu.atioaa. He openly declared lbat If i,rant-d sucil prlv1lell'e be would bo ablo t o oron bis lnaooence to the e1t• l1lacUon of every !air-minded clucea, Tb• commlt'ee ananl,noulv grant..d \he roqueat, that t>ody bavlog no Josir, to submit 111 flual roport to council, w itb· e>ot bear In'{ what ~layor Wvman ba I to for blma,lf. A!Ger oll · thla blus:or and talk It wu eoppoeed \Vyr:oAa woald a ppeor before tbe eomt0IU,ee at lta meetln1 laot m1bt and malt" a stro011 defense. Bat be did notblac of the 11:lnd. Ou the coutr-.. ry, be oent a law• y er to represent him, and all tbe latter did was to endenor to iret bl, client clear on a tacbo1callty, elalmlnt that the auJlhng commilte,) b ad no ju·lsdlc:lon. lfr. Wr ma-,•• coun•el did not even o!!or to t ,te ad van· ta:• of the opportnnity glvea him to deny. excep, ui a general \Y&y • the cbarg•s airalnst h 11 client. He soagbt to • bla!! bis •ay tbroagb, and eadoavored to ceusuro the comm1tteo for bavlnc iron, oot ol lta ffay to aecure evideooe lo ad-d ition to that dls~los ,d by th• e:rporta eoga,;rod In icola~ oYOr t.be mayor's booka, but auch l:,cllc, failed moat dl9mally. la 1tead ol d<>ln11 as be promised, produc-l uq nldonoe In rebuttal, Mayor Wyman we:tkeoed his ca,e In the ey" of the people, ani aom, or bi• most i~llmata frleaJ• ar.- to-day crlti• clelng bis a~tlon. Coonclls must now follow out the recommendations made by the audl.lcir com• ml teo and •e<> to It that the clty eollcl• to r pusbot tbc c,.,e a1alnst Wy,uan. II there is Ji•pl&) ~d a, a ny timo a disJ>08I• lloa on the p~rt of tho n/ari wboae au,y It ls t.o eee that proceedings aro puabed vl11orously to we:,11:ea , tho c1,1z•n•· Reform A3soclatlou will Jump - •~Jo and malce iteell hoard. '"-- ..... ,,.. .... 
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' 

THE ATTEHPTED IL!P"&ACH.i.:IENT OF J UOOE \7H ITE 

'
1 

The most interesting and exciting event during t he writer' s 

· service as a member of the legisla t ure was his effort t o have Judge 

J . u. Whit e of t he Common Pleas Court, No . 2 , removed from office 

impeadhment, based upon the cha rges of malfeasance in t he 

dischaioge of hi s judicial duties , during t he previous year. 

In 1887 t he legislat ure passed the Brooks High License 

Law, which in addition to requiring the payment annually of 

$1 ,000,00 also placed the granting or refusal of all license 

applications i n t he hands of t he judges of the Col!l.lllon Pleas 

Court of each county . 

By the time the legislature had convened in 1889 it was t he 

general opinion that t his new l e.YI had been a great succe ss, not 

only in the enrichment of t he county treasury, but more part-

icularly in the larGe reduction of the number of licenses hereto-

fore granted and in the selection of a better class of licenses. 

Heretofore wholesale and retail liquor licenses were granted 

practically to all applicant s and on the payment of a small fee 

with the result t hat in Allegheny County and in other counties 

having a large population t housands of licenses were granted, 

many of t hem in residential districts, and others crowded into 

t he business and indust r ial sections. Such competi tion brought 

about t he vidat ion of pr actically every law r egulating t he sale 

of intoXicants . Under t he new l aw it was necessary for each 

applicant to show that his license was necessary for t he conven-

ience of those living i n the v icinity, and under t his provision 

the judges usually refused a llcense in purely residential 

districts besides g iving preference t o hotels and re st aurants 

bearing a good reput a tion , or to those dealer s whose reputation and 

location justified their selection, In Allegheny County t he 
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licenses wer e r educed about two- thirds over the previous years 

and while this natura ly caused much resentment among the 

rejected applicants and while t here were others who contended it 

wa s not a judicial f unction of t he courts the g r eat .a.~ss of t he 

people was entirely in accord with the oper a tion of the law, 

and it may be noted here t hat t he law remained on t he statute 

books with no material changes until the enactment of the h:ighteenth 

Amendment to the Federal Constitution prohibiting the oa.nu-

f a cture , sale and transportation of i ntoxicants. 

Qi~~!t!~ ~~o~s_a£8_H~a£d 

The annual session of t he License Court of 1889 in 

Allegheny 8ounty was presided over by J . w. F • White , one 

of t he oldest and most experienced menbers of t he loca l judic-

iary. V/hile at the public hearings at t his session of t he court 

it was surmised from t he actions of J ... dge Vlhite t hat t he number 

of licenses to be granted would be mat erially reduced over that 

of t he pr evious year . This proved to be the case for only a bout 

too licenses were gr ant ed, but what caused t he g reat est sur-

prise was the refusal of licenses to well- nanaged hotels and 

restaurant s or other suitable applicants and t he giving of lic-

enses to new applicants or to t hose l east worthy ; some of t hem 

being in re sidentia l sections. Except in the case of extremi s ts 

the pr ess and the public linitedly condemned J udge White ' s 

actions. It was seen a t a glance t hat gr eat fortunes would be 

roll ed up by the few possessing a l icense and tha t the uatter 

of public accommodation had been largely i gr.ored. i.s the law, 

gave each licensed judge the arbitrary r ight to gr ant or refuse 

a license t here was no r emedy a va ilable i n meeting t his unexpected 

situation. After t he License Court had adjourned , it was di scloseL. 
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by the records t hat nearly one- half the successful applicants 

_had been represented in c ourt by a nephew of Judge \7hite, and 
many were the surmi ses as to the l arge siie of t he fees collected 

by this lawyer. Until this disclosure t he daily press had trea ted 

Judge White leniently, several giving expression to t he belief 

t hat this judge who had heretofore occupied an exalted poslt.ion 

on the bench had been unduly swayed by his abhorrance of t he 

liquor tra f f ic, and that he had taken advant age of an oppor-

tunity t o g ive expression to this belief b) gr anting only a 

few licenses, and t hose who critized h i m thought it would be 

much better if he had gr ant ed no licenses and t hus s t ood upon t he 

i nter preta tion of t he law t hat he possessed t he power to make the 

count y <'tr'y • After it was found t hat t he court had..-1.ndulged 

i n rank discrimination in t he granting of licenses t o t hose 

r epre sent ed by a relative of t he judgeJcriticiso bot h publ ic a nd 

pr iva te became r .mpant , but as no dem·.nd was :nade for impeach!:lent 

pr oceedi ngs it looke d as thou[5h the s ituation would gr adual ly 

quiet dorm. 

One Saturday i n iJa rch when I 11as spendi ~ t he &.y in .. 1y laY1 

off i ce after le~,VL'l,S H .rr isburc:; t he ni..;.11.t· before I \'la s viLitec. 

of t he 12,1·1 fir!ll of 1·1hich ',;he sei.ior .:ie.:iber Wt'.S 

t he a ttorney previously .ce1;t ioned. He t ol d . .1e t hat dissensions 

nad arise:. L. t he fir.J over t he dlvicion of the f e.,s L. Lice:1se 

Court aat ters . He ~l leced t hat a note for $5, 00C·OO payabl e by 

J uc_se .f?lite t o :11s 1:epn.e1: had been c .. ~ncelled, a1:d t hat t his 

amount h:..d been deducted f ro~1 the lice •. se f ees before apyortioned 
h8,d been t he fir.:::i , and further , t hat la.r.:;e S1.l.'JS of money; _al d by ot:her 

successful ap_,lic~nts t o the seni or 1.1cmber of the f l r ..1 where he 

had not appeared on the court record as cou_~sel , but represent ed 
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t hem secretly; so far as the public was concerned h i s connecti on 

:with t hese cai::es was knovm bJ t:.e court . 

:.f t e r t he ee di sclosures were caref ully consider ed I t hou.;ht 

it 3y duty to prep~re a resolution of i npeach.:lent to be presented 

in t he lo11e r House, i r:uedi a tely upon ray r e turn t o Harr isburg • 

. a i n other st e.tes t he sole power of i J:Jpeachment was possessed by 

the House of Represent a t i ves , acting in the capac i t y of a g r a..~d 

jur y i n deter,nl ni ng whether an a ccu~ed public official v1<...s a ppar -

ently Gui l ty of t he cha.r5es pr esent ed and i f so s a tisfied t he 

pr oce..,din_;s were t :1en transferred t o t he Senate to be tried by 
t 

t hat body , a :i conviction r eqUiring t he concurr e nce of· t wo- t h irds 

of the ,.:ieobers present • Since t he Legi sla t ure was expect ed to 

adjour n withi n two weaks little time was left f or t he preparation 

of the articles of l~peachment , and t heir pr esent a tion and passage 

by t he House . Should t he lower body a ct i n t he affirmative t he 

Senate, being a continuing body could sit in extra se ssi on t o 

pass upon t he charges preferred i n the i mpeachment. I considered 

1t a wi se policy not t o give t he press or t he public any n ot ice 

of my int e ntion, for t he charge s were bound t o ca use grea t excit e -

me nt in t he community and I shold be i ... port uned on all side s 

by t hose opposing, or supporting the proceedings, and to no good 

purpose . To t he preparation of t he i mpeachment papers I gave 

as ca r ef ul consideration as wa s possible under the c i rcumstances. 

On Wednesday aft ernoo!\ May 1st , I left for Harrisburg with a view 

of presentino t he r e solution in t he House t he following morni ng a nd 

believed :.I' t hat up t o t hat t i me no person i n public or priva te 

life had an inkling of what I i n t end€!) doing. I n t h is view I was 

somewhat :nistaken for at t wo o ' clock i n t he morning, May 2nd I was 

r oused by a r appi ng on my bedro om door , and risi ng, I wa s confronted 
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by Robert Si mpson, t he Capitol correspondent of the Pit tsburgh 

Dispatch. He t hen said he had j ust r eceived a telegr am from 

his paper sta ting tha t at the morning sess ion of the House it 

ti i·ntroduce a very i mportant r esolution, but wa s my i nten on .. o 
t __ at t.rie publishers did not know the character of it , and f or him 

to find out a t once , if it were possible. Simpson and I had 

been friends for many years and I had i mplicit confidence in 

his in tegrity , thus feeling that any i nformation I gave him would 

be kept in strictest confidence . I then explained to him my 

intentions, and that I believed he had earned the r ight for a 

11 scoop,n so dear to newspapermen , I t wa s arranged t hat his newspaper 

could i ssue a special edition on or after n i ne o! clock t hat 

morni:ng; 11hen t he House would be i n session and when I expected 

to introduce t he resolution on i ts convening. I n the concluding 

t wo weeks of t he session the Legislat ure met an·ti:our earlier. 

After t he speaker had t aken his seat about five mi nut es elapsed 

before the House was called to order. At which time I rose and 

r,- ve notice I had a resolution to offer . As the resolution was 

, being t aken by a page to t he Speaker in order t hat he l!ll.ght 

present t he same to t he House I was hurriedly approached by Majorit y 

Leader Andrews, who asked me what was t he nature of t he resol ution, 

as he had just been informed by wire t hat t he Pittsburgh Dispatch 

had posted a bulletin giving notice of an extra edition containing 

an account of t he proposed impea chment of Judge White . Since 

nothing could t hen be gai ned by concealment I did not contradict 

hi s informa tion . The Speaker after per sonal l y examini ng the 

resolution prepared to read t he same, whereupon Andrews entered 

an objection and asked t hat it be passed over under the rules. 
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This ras done , for t he consideration of e very r esolution 

requir ed unan1aous consent except on the llonday night calendar, 

\'!hen resolutions could be pa ssed or rejected only on a maj-

ority vote . The spe ker added tha t t he resolution mi ght be 

presented again at the Monday eveni ng se ssion when r esolutions 

• ere in order, This development was not unexpected, alt hougjl 

I t hought much of the could be placed on my shoulders 

for not having t he announcenent of the re solution unti l I 

had sufficient time t o get l t before t he House . I Wc.s not 

discouraged, however, f or I felt t hat in t he four days i nt er-

ver:ir..; before the ~'Csolution could be considered t hat I \'lould 

have t he needed t i me to t ake a t e st of t enti ient of t he members 

a:r.d to a rra?Ue for the :;,roper preeentat i on of t he subject. \7ith 

my o:insent t he resolution was 5iven t o t he .:ie.:ibers on the floor , 

a:> t hat tney ::ii_;,.1-it beco::ie acqu .. i nt ed \11th i tB object , I n the 

mi ddle of the aft ernoon a lar0e number of t he extra edition 

of t he D~spatch. re .. che d Harrisburg so t hat befor e eve""i?-5 every 

one i nterested i n t he proposed i mpeachment proceedi:1g had full 

i..!'or . .ution on t.'>ie subject, 

A reduced f acsl.:ille of t he paper' s announcement of t he 

proposed i_peachr::ent -follo1·1s: 
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Preparations for the Consideration of the Resolution. 

It seemed the part of wisdom to remain continuously at the 

capital during the few days before it could be offered again under 

the rules of the House. I consulted freely with most of the members 

and felt satisfied that the resolution would pass if voted upon by 

two thir ds of the House . The Democratic members lined up solidly 

behind me, due partly for political advantage. The country members 

who believed thoroughly in a new license laws, instead of being antago-

nistic took the position that Judge White's arbitrary conduct had 

reflected upon the wisdom of this legislation, while the city members 

frcm Pittsburgh and Philadelphia so subject to control by the political 

leaders showed signs of breaking away from this domination regarding 

the actions of the court as that of a fanatic. Doubtless this situation 

was s oon discovered by the floor leaders and those representing the state 

organization. They argued with me that it was bad politics to t r y 

a prominent republican judge on the eve of the gubernatorial election 

which for various other reasons was involved in much doubt . Making 

no headway in these overtures they devoted the intervening time to some 

plans for -circumventing it. On the second afternoon word came to me 

that J udge White had arrived at the Pennsylvania station and was in 

consultation with his close friend James L. Graham, then representing 

an adjoining district in the City of Allegheny. When this visit became 

known majority l eader Andrews sent word to Graham that the accused 

judge must leave tov,n at once or he would defeat the efforts of any of 

his friends to take care of his inter ests. 
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When Monday, May 6, came a r ound I was s ure that I had enough 

a upport lined up to ca rry my re solution. At the afternoon 

session, however, Mr. Graham rose i n his pl a ce about 5.30 P• m. 

and moved that t he House shoul d t ake a reces s until 7.30 p.m. 

The motion wa s second. 'rhe object was evidenrly for t he purpose 

of de1·ea ting the r egula r eveni ng sessi on by cont inuing t he afternoon 

ca l endar, t hereby preventing the considera tion of any or a ll 

origina l resolutions in order under t he rule of t he House a t 

ea ch Monday even i ng regular se ssi on. At mycrequest my friend 

and colleague, Hon . Charles w. Robinson, hastened to his sea t 
' and demanded a r oll ca ll on sai d motion , t he same being duly 

seconded by a t least five other member s ; eat the demand was 

i gnor ed by t he presi di ng off ice r, t he Hon . Heney H~ll , and on t he 

vi~a vo ce vote llr. Robins on demanded a divisi on t o determine 

the sentiment of the House , The request was a l s o i gnored , and 

t he House was declared to have t aken a recess , without either 

divisi on or r ol l ca l ~, and i n t he f a ce of a determi ned and very 

apf arent request on t he part of many members of t he House . 

By t aki ng t he sai d recess t he consideration of original 

re solutions war, not i n or der a t any time befor e the final 

adj ournment of the l egi slat ure, on llay 9th , t h i s se ssi on being 

t he l ast one, under t he rules of t he House for t heir consi der-

a tion. 

Mr. Robinson l a ter t old me t hat in a c onve r sation with Mr . 

Hall a mont h lat e r, in the city of Pittsburgh, t he lat t er in-

formed him t hat it had been a r ranged t hat Mr . Ha l l should t ake 

t he chair t hat aft ernoon and t hat a t 10 minutes t o six Mr . 

Graham would make t he motion a bove referred to, and t he same 

uas t o be put i m;:iedlat e l y and de clar ed ca r r i ed on a vi va voce 
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vote ; t hat t h i s progr am was adhered t o by hi m i n i gnorance of 

:a prope r underst andi P.g of t he matter, and that he was sorry to 

have been a party to a procedure t hat prevented his friend, Mr. 

Shira s , from stating h i s position or ascertaining t he sentiment 

of t he House on t he resolution . 

Som~ Subs~u~t_Ql~o~rgs 

\'Then t he effort had failed to have J udge ~·1nite investiga ted 

by t he legi slat ure , I wen t t o my summer home on Lake Superior 

for a few we..,ks , glad of the opportunit y to f r ee my mir.d f r om t he 

vorry of t he precedi r.g J weeks. 

On my' return I i concl uded t hat I should t ake some further 

steps i n t he vindica t i on of my course , even though I had no 

i mme.diate i nt ention of r enewi ng my at tack , 

Although I was sati sfied t hat t he means t aken by t he 

Re publ ican leaders to pr e vent an i nvestigation as a wi se pol -

itica l move i n view of the appr oachlng gubernat oria l election, 

I fel t cer t a in t hat the !Jeans t a ken t o cover up t his scandal 

had been directly i r.s tigated b) J udge ':lhite ' s !)ersonal friends , 

and t hat he had been a party i n t he execut i on of the sche~e . 

Reca l l i ng t hat Judge White had vi si ted Harri sburg t he day 

fol lo\/i ng the i ntroduction of t he i ~pea chrnent resolution and 

t ha t he had been i n consult ation with r epresent a tive Jame s 

L Graham, a personal friend, living i i: a district adjoining 

mi ne , I felt certa in t hat i r-crimi nating correspondence had 

passe d between t he t wo. 

Under this bel i ef I ca l led a t t he Gr aham hone one n i ght 

and a fter a few minutes gener a l conversati on I sai d t o h im 

With more assur ance t han I rea l ly felt : 11You received a couple 

of l etters f r om Jud.5e \Th.i t e during t he week I tried t o have him 

investigated , I woul d like to se_, t hem." Apparently s t a rtled 
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by this reque s t he aade no den i a l, sayi r,.g t he letters could not 

be shown to me as t hey were confidentia l . I agreed 1•1i th him 

t hat under ordi na r y circumst ances that he was right , but t :ia t 

i n view of wha t had hap_ e ned a t Hatirisburg t h i s correspondence 

was ::iat eri al i n provi!16 a conspiracy between himself as a !!lember 

of t he i r.ipeachi ng body and the accused. \'lhich being t he case 

I had t he r ight t o have ea ch of t hem indicted for such an off ense . 

If the l etters were iu:nende,mJ.to me , I assured him, t hey would be 

r eturned with a promi se on my part t hat this correspondence 

woulc not be published until a fter t he J udge ' s death, if a t all, 

for my sole p ur pose was to be i n posses~ion of records justifying 

my course i n thel!ieg islat ur e . This threat had an i l!ll:lediated 

ef. ect and I was g iven two letters t hat bore out my suspicions . 

In t he fir s t letter Judge Vlhite t hanked Representative Graham 

for t he pl an he had i n mind of defeating t he i nvestiga tion , and 

he continued tha t he hoped it would succeed . In t he se<eond 

communication fol lowing the parlia mer.t a ry trick, preventing t he 

consideration of the i mpeachment r esolution, t he accused Judge 

expres sed h is hea rtfelt t hanks f'o r t he successful manner in which 
t:1'- · 
plan had been carried into effect . Photographic co _ie s were 

made of these let ters and a re now i n my posses si on. When l a ter 

on Judge White l ea r ned what I had done he wrote me a t lengt h 

sayir:b he hoped t hat I would not stir the m"'"tter up again and 

closed with t he assurance t hat he had never doubted my hon':lsty 

of purpose and t hat he desired to be a f riend of mine hereafter . 

This wa s such a comple t e surrender and such a clea r admission t hat 

I had been justified in my conduct t hat it softened mJ heart so f ar 

as t he future v1as concerned. This letter i s also in my possession. 
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FRIENDSHIPS OF~THE ROUND TABLE 

I n t hose l .trger cities in which t he county court house 

haprens t o be loca t ed, it is customar y for members of t he bar · 

t o have their offices i n t he i mmediate v i cinity of the courts . 

As a resul t of t his little groups take t heir luncn in a 

conveniently located cl ub, hotel or r est aur ant , such association 

often continuing for .nany yea rs . The little set of whlch I was 

one originally consisted of only flve or six , rangi ng between 

twenty- f ive or t !il.uty years of age . Gradually the :nembers 

increased to more than a doz.en. The first few yea rs we had 

aggaP.ged ,for us a round t able so suitable for varying numbers 

allld in the do·,mstairs dining room of a new hotel, and here 

between twelve and two o ' clock, t he majority of t he members 

came regularly . Later we all became members of a new club 

where the dining room wa s on t he upper floor , and where l'le 

continued to gat her for more than twenty years , death 

occassionally removing one and anot her t aki ng his place. 

VlhLJ.e in no sense a select ed gr oup it was natural that it 

should be compose d of those more or less ass ociated in t he 

pr actice of t he law, or by reason of congeniality. 

As might be expected many of us possessed i ndividual 

characteristics which mi ght or might not be agreeable t o t he 

gr oup a s a whole . Selfishness, egotism, u.~due pr ejudices and 

eccentricities in manner or speech was not unknown, but with t he 

r esult of constant association our dispositions became molded 

in better accord, for no individual was long permitted to 

evidence, any foible , mannerism or other peculiarity unaccept -

able to the rest. Even when some of t he members we.re eleva t ed 
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t o t he l ocal bench freedom of expressi on continued t o t he 

very decided advant age to the jurist s , Vlho so often prove 

to become brusque or dictatoria l when separ a t ed f rom close 

cont a ct with member s of the bar . This rubbing dovm process 

soon result ed in each of us giving up peculiar ities unfavor -

able t o t he harmony or disposition of t he group, and has,.. I 

t hink, had much to do with t he succe ss of many of t hem i n 

later year s . A glance a t t he career s of t he va rious members 

after twenty- five year s of i ntimate contact t herefor e may become 

interesting . Of t he fourteen t hat daily gat her ed about t he Round 

Table except when professi onal duties pr event ed, t he f ol l oVLi.ng 

is t he record : 

Tv;o who had been younger as sociates i n t he di s t i ngu.tshed 

law firm of Knox and Reed had become senior members; anot her 

became general counsel for t he Pennsylvania Rai l road, whi le 

anot her accepted t he position of professor of l aw i n t he Unive r sity 

of Pittsburgh, seve ral of t hem declining elevation t o t he bench. 

The remaining nine , all of whom ent ered public life are desig-

nated by numer a ls and not by names. 

1. United States Di strict Attorney, judge of t he court of Common 

Pleas and l a t er a member of t he Feder a l ti strict Court ; 

2. Thirty year s a member of one of t he Courts of CoUl!llon Pleas; 

3• Legislat or and member of Congr ess; 

4 . Tv,enty- five years a judge of t he Orphans' Court; 

5• kttorney General of t he Unit ed States, in t he ca binets of 

llcKinl ey and Roosevelt, Unit ed St a t es Senator and l a t er Secret ary 

of t he Stat e. E~ .·._.,_ .. ·~, 

6• Judge of t he Court of Common Pleas and lat er pr esiding j udge 
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of t he State Superior Court; 

7. Judge of t he United St u t es nistrict Court ; ,. 
8, Legal expert and chairman of t he Board of County Appraisers, and 

9• A member of the l egislature , Judge of t he ·Court of Common Pleas 

and Chief Justi ce of the State Supreme Court, 

This brief summary would seem tol infilcate that the i nfluence 

of t he i:tound Table had helped play its part in preparing the 

members for a useful and diversified public service, 

However, t he influence of t he Round Table in keeping alive 

the memories of the past, and i n t he welding of lifelong 

friendships has been more esteemed by most of us than public 

honor, so flee ting in compar ison to enduring ties between one ' s 

fel l ow men, 
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COHTESTED ELECTION CASE OF CONNELL vs. HOWELL IN \"/HICH THE 

AUTHOR PARTICIPATED 

Events leading up t o t he Case 

Following t he nomination of candidates by t he Citizens' 

party, and the endorsement of t he same by the Democratic organ-

ization of Allegheny county, objections were filed to t his 

endorsement by a Democra t holding office under the Republ ican post-

master of Allegheny city , and a hearing on this issue was fixed 

at Harri sburg, where such matters were decided by the Dauphin 

county court. 

I was requested to t ake charge of t his matter, and v1ent to 

Ha r r isburg , where I engaged well known l egal counsel to appear 

in our behalf. l'lhile i n t he court room, awaiting the call of 

the case , I was much interest ed in a simila r i ssue t hen being 

consi dered by t he judges. At a Democratic Congressional 

convention i n t he 10th di strict , Wi lliam Connell, a Republican, 

was endorsed over George Howell , the Democr u. t ic aspirant . The 

evidence showed plainly tha t Connell had debauched t his convention 

by a lavish use of money and by va rious coercive methods. So 

evident was t his that the court announced before adjournmen t 

that t he Democrati c nomi niat i on rece ived by Connell was fraudul ent . 

t he court failed, however , to give t he nomination to Howell, so 

t hat he was forced t o r un on an i ndependent Democratic ticket . 

\'/hen the Citizens ' party case was called, t he court with 

equal promptness held that t he Democr a tic endorsement was legal, 

and dismi ssed the pr oceedings. 

After t he congressional elections I found t hat Howell , the 

i ndependent Democra tic candidate , had been r eturned elected by 

a mejor ity of more t han 500 vot es over Connell , and had been 

duly seated. Ther e~pon Connell began a contest agai nst his 
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successful r ival on t he ground of fra ud or other irregular iti es . 

Thi s cont est was designedly referred to the Commi t t ee on l!:1ect ions 

No . 3, composed of six Republican members friendly to t he cont estant 

who had served i n two pr evious terms , while t he minority was 

made up of three sout hern Democrat s f r om South Carolina , Mississi-

ppi, and Texas, whose appeals for honest elections wer e sure to 

be r ecarded as a joke by t he Republicans of t he House. 

Act ive on t his commi t tee was a Pennsylvania member, H• 

Burd Cassel, and a vcrose personal friend of the contest ant . This 

member , whom I knew ver y well , began soliciting votes among t he 
' Republican members bef ore t he case had been decided by t he com-

mittee. I n speakir.g about t he matt er to me , he said, i t \7ould be 

a nice thing to give the 11 ol d man" his seat for a Chr istmas 

gift , and that he was going t o see 11 Uncle Joe" about hast ening 

a favorable report f r om the commi ttee. I told my solici t or t hat 

I could not pr omise to vote for the seating of Connell, as his 

Democra t i c opponent had been fair ly elected and would probably 

have r eceived a major ity of 5,000 vot es if he had not been deprived 

of t he regular part y nomi nat ion by t he unfair means used by t he 

Republican candidate , since the Democrat ic candida te for governor 

had carried this Congr es~i onal distr ict b) a majori t y of a bout 

6,000• In concluding t his i nt erview, I said t hat I did not 

expect t o take t he floor when t he contest came be f or e the House , 

for my mot ive might be misr epr esent ed owing t o Democra tic sup;;ort 

I had received in my own case . 

I n the course of a f ew weeks the electi on comm.tt tee , by 

stric• l y party vot e , awar ded t he seat t o t he contestant; and 

being a pri vilege issue , i t was put on t he calendar f or i mmediat e 

considerati on . By t his time it had become kno1m generally t hat 
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.Mr. Connell , the millionaire coal baron, had spent over 

$too,ooo in presenting his evidence before the committee, 

callin some 6,000 Witnesses with a vie1v to muddling up t he 

contest; while his opponent, a count ry s choolmaster, was unable 

to summon wholesale evidence of t h is k i nd on account of the p»o-

hibitive expense. The co.mittee, on f i ndi ng that a number of 

fraudulent or othe rwise illegal votes had been case, did not 

attempt to determine for whom such ballots were cast , but 

merely assumed t hat Howell had been t he sole beneficiary of these 

i llegal ball ots , and in t his way t he majority of the committee 
' foun~ tha t Connell had been elected by a little ove r 200 votes . 

Buch a m~thod of pr ocedure 1vas of cour se preposterous. 

'.Che debat e on t his contest l asted sever.:.l d.:.ys , the epeakers 

being divided on party lines, and it was evident t hat the case 

would be decided i n the same partisan way unless something could 

be done to t hwart t his wrong , 1-'inally I asked John Dalzell anc 

several othe r party leaders to prevent t he unseating of the duly 

elected Democrati c candidate, saying that it was a f a rce for us 

to protest against the unfair methods in the Sout h , and at the 

same t ime try to convince the public that a millionaire candi -

date had been defrauded of his seat b;r a country· s choc.1us.ster 

in our ovm state. Each of t hese r eplied t hat 'the co~:itte o 

had heard a l l t he evidence and it was therefore a sa fe rule 

t o abide by their findings, and t hat, as a new member, I should 

not run counter t o t his custom. 

,ihen one hour remained before t he t aki ng of the vote, I 

could stand it no longer , and under t he time limitation r ule 

covering the concluding arguments , I took t he floor , Up t o 

this time little general i nter est wa s being taken in the argu-
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• 
ments , for with the large Republican majority, and no apparent 

split i n t he party lines , the result seemed certain• On it 

becoming manifest t hat I was speaking in opposition to t he 

committee ' s report, I was asked to occupy the middle aisle , 

while the leading partisans on either side g rouped themselves 

about me . As a result of this excitement I felt some concern, 

but under t he time a llowance hoped to be able to el!lplain why I 

intended to cast my vote for t he sitting member. When my 

time expired it was renewed repea tedly •. Thus I as able , under 

many interruptions, to present my views , and to take good 

naturedly personalities, although, of course , I was far from 

satisfied with the manner in which I was able to meet and 

parry the queries designed to embarr ass me in every possible 

way . 

Ten minutes before the vote was t aken , and just after I 

concluded speaking, WaV,ne Parker, a member from New Jersey, 

came to my desk saying t hat the New Jersey delegation was going 

t o vote solidly for Howell. I thereupon begged Parker to take 

a few of t he remaining minutes in behalf of t he sitting member , 

and while he hesit ated, Wm. M. Lanning of New Jersey said he would 

speak, and di d so effecti vely , for his regularity could not be 

questioned . It may be stated that t he speaker ' s probity add 

j udicial fairness was evidenced a few years later when President 

Roosevelt appointed him a Federal Judge . 

I now quote from the Congressional ~ecord a portion of 

the debate in the contested electi on case, under date of Februar y 

9th and 10th, 1904: 
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CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE- CONNELL VS. HOY/ELL 

Mr. DRISCOLL. Ur. Speaker , by direct ion of t he Commi ttee 
on Elections No . :,·, and in pursuance of a notice given last 
week, I now call Up for present consideration t he contested-
election case of William Connell v . George Howell, from the 
Tenth Congressional district of Pennsylvania . 

The S~EAifEH• The Clerk will report t he resolutions. 

The clerk read as follows : 

House resolution No 195• 

Ee_!!olv~d, That Hon. Geo~e Howell was not elected 
a Representative i n the ifty- eighth Congress 
from the Tenth District of the Stat e of Penn-
sylvania , and is entitled to a sea t t herein• 
fle~olv~d, That Hon . William Connell was duly 
elected a Representative in the Fifty- eighth 
Congress from t he Tenth District of t he State 
of Pennsylvania , and i s entitled to a seat 
t herein . 

Mr. DRISCOLL• The time to be equally divided and to be controll ed 
by the gentleman from Mississippi on his side and by myself on 
this side . 

(The two days debate on this subject is omitted 
except a s it relates to t he aut hor ' s participation 
therein, which follows :) 

Mr. McLAIN• Mr. Speaker, I yield fifteen minutes to the gentleman 
from Pennsylv:1nia (11r . Shiras') . 

Ur . SHIRAS. Mr . Speaker, I have examined the oajority and 
mi nority reports in t his case. I have also looked over the 
e vidence that was considered material, and I consulted a t 
a considerable length of time \'Ii t h t he majority of the members 
t hat composed the Republican majority in t his committee. 
No1iwithstanding the consideration given to t he report of the 
majority, I find I am unable to agree 1n the recommendations 
made by my party colleagues. I n the first place , pernit ue to 
sc.y that I do ,.ot c;.ue L t ion for an instant the sincerity of the 
gentleoen who compose the uajority of this committee. Anyone 
who listened to t he remarks of t he gentlema n from I ov1a(Mr. 
Birdsall) and the chair man of this committee, the gentleman from 
New York(Jdr. Driscoll), must be impressed with the f a ct that t hese 
men believe t hey a re right. 

They are also to be cr edited with t he f ,,ct t hat t hey had to 
deal with one of the most difficult cases in point of extent of 
testimony and number of witnesses of any case that has been pres-
ented here for year s . 

Now, I do not question their sincerity; and, under ·ordinary 
circu.'":ls t ances, I t ake it, it is the duty of Members of this House 
to foL1.ow the s%ge stions and rec~end,ati or!s made by the ·~ajotit y 
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of the committee that has examined a case of t his kind. While , 
therefore , I do not question the sincerity of my fellow- members 
who wrote the majorit y report, neither do I question very 
seriously t heir Judgement up to a certain point. When you come 
to examine the majority report dovm to a certain point, it will 
be found substantially right , but when t hey become i mpregnated 
with t he germs of '1aliunde si sm11 t hey seem to act, as it appea rs 
to me with utter di sr egard to the law t hat should cont rol i n a ca se 
of t his k ind . 

In a few moment s I shall refer b:t>ie f l y to the ques tion of 
a liunde evidence ; but before t ouch i ng upon t hat point I v1a nt 
to say to my Republican coll eagues t hat t his i s admittedly a 
close case from t he s t andpoint of t he majori t y , There a r e 6,500 
witnesses and 2,500 po.ge e of t est L11ony , o.nd a.oubt l e s::. t housands 
and tens of thou.sancls o:: dollar s were spent , ,.nd what wa s t he 
Nsult? The .. iaJority flnc', a pl ur :>.lit y of 223 vot es l n fc.vor of 
t he cont est •. nt out of a tot a l of 28,000 votes co.st in t hat di s t ric t, 
The:; have t .• ken t he positi on, ne cessarily , t hat if t here had been 
a chanc;e of 112 vot es i n t hat di s t r i ct llr , Connell- t he contes t ant -
·.-1oulc. have been defe ,. ted, 

Mow, ;::;entle.:ien , you must r emember t ha t wh ile t hat is con-
cedeu by t he maj ority of t he co.:i::?i ttee representi!l{5 t h i s s i de 
of t he House , t he Democra ts do not c oncede t hat t he r esult 11a s 
so close , You must t ake t he s itua tion as i t exi st ed t he re ; and 
ther e are equltles i n t he ce.se t hat seem to 1.1e to t hr ow a g r ea t 
dea l on the situati on , I n t he first place , we are told t ha t we 
ought t o fol.1.ow t he ma j ority of t he committee becau se of the 
g r eat vol u.:ne of t estimony t aken, Now, gent lemen , let me tell 
you t hose a re wooden guns piled up t he re , I f you have l i stened 
to t ne depa te up up to t he present tlme you must have been 
sat isfied of t he f a ct t hat t he ca se rests upon a very few page s 
of t estimony and several very simple propos itions of law. 

The t est imony r elied upon he re is subst antial ly quoted i n 
t he lili nority report, If any !Jember will t ake the two reports and 
go off quietly by himself for an hour and a nalyze t his case , 
he v1ill come to a conclusion 1'11 thou t t he necessity of looking 
i nto the tes timony further ; or if he has listened to the de bate 
of yest e r day , he mus t 1n the same way have rea ched a conclusion 
as to how he sh oul d vote , 

Now, t he i dea of any Republican here trying to hide beh ind 
t hat mass of testimony , and saying, 11I am unable to delve into 
all t he depths of this case and come to a conclusion, and I 
can sati sfy my conscience by following t he lead of t his committee ,M 

i i s , it seems to me, fal l acious. Some gentlemenon:.t his Side under-
t a ke to throw the responsibility on t he committee i n that way . 
They say : MI believe the members of t he committee t o be honest, 
conscientious men, They have gone through this mass of testi-
mony and we can not do better, under the circumstances, t han fol l ow 
their conclusion, 11 

On that point I wish your attention , The determinati on of 
this case does not require the consideration of the testimony to 
any great extent , The testimony upon which the issue here turns 
has been repeadedly read and referred to on both aids of the 
House, 

Mr. DRI SCOLL, Does the gentleman mean to say that all the 
materia l evidence has been rea d? 
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Mr. SHI RAS . All t he mat erial evidence, the evidence t hat you 
rely upon, . has been mentioned , and its character analyzed and 
presented to the House. 

Mr . DRISCOL,;... 1ile could not do that in a \7eek. 

Mr . SHi fulS , i'lhen you come to consi der t he questions of law 
involved here , if you are i nclined to g ive due weight to those 
questions , nine - t ent hs of this t estimony must be r uled out 
absolutely. 

i.4r. CASSEL. Has the gent leoan read t he bri efs of the contestant and 
contestee in t his case? 

Mr. SHIR,S. I have read t he report very carefully three or four 
times and have consulted with pr actically every ~e~ber of the 
::iajority of the col!llllittee except llr . Driscoll , whom I tried to see 
sever a l t imes. I say the report-

Ur . OASSBI., I am speaking of the brie~s which set forth t he case 
as present ed by the two co!IIDittees. 

Mr, SHI RAS. As I have alr eady said, I have not a ttempt ed to 
r ead all t he t est imony i n t he case , because I have t aken the word 
of t he majority as we ll as t he minority of t he committee t hat 
the material evi dence on which t hey rely has been presented. 

I t hi~ it can be shown that t he grea t mass of t his testi-
mony must be ruled out , not only because it comes under the 
head of aliunde proof, but because t his aliunde evidence n 
can not be applied, owing t o t he f ailure t o connect it up with 
the votea thrown out ; and when you come to consider the matter, 
t herefore , it will befound t hat a t housand pages of t his testi-
mony cannot be properl y considered. 

Now , let us look a t another f eature of t his case . The 
Tenth district of Pennsylvania in 1902 was Democr a t ic . The Dem-
ocratic candidate for governor carried it by some five or six 
t housand majority ; and before t he el ection every Republican who 
k.aew anything about the st ate of t he case i n t hat distri ct 
knew t hat there was ve ry l itt le question t hat t he Democr a tic 
Congressi onal candidate would carry t hat di s trict, although 
ordinarily a Republican district . 

Consequently , t he Deoocrats knowing this , and knowi ng t hat 
they had more than a f ight ing chance , t here was every r eason 
i n t he world why t hey should put forward a r epr esentative 
Democrat to lead t hem to t he victory which would surely come 
to them in tha t district when the votes were cast in 1902• 

Ur, GILBERT, \'/hat were the changed conditions that led people 
t o think i t would go Democratic? 

1.1r. SHIR.AS. There was a ser ies of labor strikes gr owlng out of 
t he coal business t here , and Mr. Connell was one of t he lea d-
i ng coal operators, and it was natural under those conditions 
t:o:.'expect reprisals. 
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The county of Lackawanna gave the Democr a tic candidate 

for governor between-five and six t housand majority . Now, 
t he Democr ats, knowing that this was coming, saw their dut y , 
and they therefore expected t o nominate a Democratic candi date , 
bec~use t hey expected t o elect t heir candidate. 

Now what happened? The kind friemds of t he contestant went 
into a Democr atic conventi on, disrupted it, and, with a very 
small minority of the convention apparently , got the t emocr atic 
nomination. Although he is coming here to- day chargi ng a f r aud 
against t he Democracy , he received and filed a Democratic cert-
ificat e of nominati on in Dauphin County. Mr . Howell, who had 
t he major ity of the conventi on, a lso received a Democr a tic nomi~ 
nation, am t hat was filed in ~auphi n County. A contest arose," 
and the courts of Pennsylvania~decided that t he nQmination given 
to ?4r. Connell was i llegal and threw hi m off t he Democratic 
ticket. 

lir . S,/..:.NSON. Do you mean he claimed to be the Democr atic nominee? 

llr. SHIR.AS. Yes. 

Mr. GILBERT , ~'/hat pr oportion of that convention voted for Mr. Connel l ? 

Mr . OLllS'lED ~. Will my colleague permit a que stion? 

Mr. SHI RAS. Yes. 

Mr. GILBERT• \'1'.oat proportion of t he Democrats in t hat convention--

Mr. SHI RAS, I have yielded to my colleague , ~r. Olmstead. 

11r. OL1!STEDo, I understood you to find fault wit h the Democratic 
convention for nominating or attempting t o nominate a Republican. 

llr. GILBERT. As a Democrat . 

llr. SHIRAS. I say Mr . Connell went t o a Democratic convention 
and was nominated. 

Mr. OL:!STED• Let me ask my colleague if he himself was not nominat ed 
by a Democratic organizati on? 

Mr. SHIR.~s . Yes, and the three other Republican Congres smen in 
Allegheny County also received Citizens ' nomina t ion, . a~ Mr. Dal zell 
himself received a Citizens' nomi nation, although he did not receive a 
Democratic nomination. 

Mr. OI.HSTED. Did you receive Democr a t ic support and were you 
a ected in that way against t he regular Republican nominee? I a 
not that a fact? 

Mr. SHIR.AS, That is not the fact , sir, as stated. I r an as an 
avowed Republican, and, as is often the case , received several 
party nooinations. 

Mr, KLUTZ• t he Democr a ts did not vote for you, did t hey? 
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J,fe . OU4STED. A good many of t hem di d . {Laughter.) 

Ur. SHIR...\S, As t his matter is becoming a little personal , perhaps 
I had better refer briefly t o t he pol.Hical situati on i n Alle-
gheny CoWlty• ·'tie ,have not any Democratic party in All egheny 
County practically, for t hey have joined in the fight for good 
gove r nment ; we have t wo Republi can parties t here . If t he Demo-
cr a ts had run a Democr a tic candida te i n my district against two 
Republicans , he would not receive probably more than 4 ,000 votes 
out of t he 30, 000 votes cast. 

Mr, COIWELL, To which party do you belong? 

Mr . SHIRAS • Do not int errupt me ._ You are on t he floor today as a 
courtesy her e t ofore given former members. You must not parti-
~ipate in t hese proceedings, especially as t hey concern your own 
i nt erests , 

When the vote was t aken there I had 14,500 votes ; the other 
Republican had about 14, 500 votes, so t her e was but a ve ry smal l 
difference, between the two, but the vote t hat was cast t here for 
me represented the witrammeled, nonoffice holding vote i n my 
di strict. I think I got practica lly every fai r mi nded Republican 
vote i n that di s trict in t hat parti cular contest . {Laughter. ) I 
Will t ell you why I t h ink so . 

llr, OLlIBTED, Then there are 14,500 trammeled Republicans i n that 
district? i Laughter,) 

Mr, SlilMS. No; but t here are many officeholders i n t hat district , 
Federal State , and county {l aught er ), and t wo or three thousand 
relatives , Now, I got few of t hose votes, 

Mr, CASSEL, \'ihat has become of the parties tha t nomina t ed you a t 
t hat time ? Have not t hey gone back i nto t he Republican party? 

Mr, SHI RAS , I am not going back into the pedi gr ee of Allegheny 
County politics . No one can understand them, and I can not 
expect t he gent leman t o unde1~tand them. 

Mr , GILBERT. There i s no contest about your sea t . 

llr. SHIRAS. The gentleman indicat es that I d i d not represent 
t he Republicans in my district , intimating that if I did I would 
ha ve had a larger majority. 

Mr . OLMSTED, No; I t hink it si mpl y shows t hat you have become one 
of t he officeholders. 

Mr, SHIRAS , You look a t it f r om a different point of view, Now 
let me t ell you gentlemen about t hat district, My Republican 
opponent r an on t he "or ganization" Republican t icket , on the same 
ticket a s Governor Pennypacker , on the so- called " straight 
Republican ticket . 11 Governor Pennypacker carried t he Twenty-
Ni nth Congressional district by 20, 000 majority , and my Repub-
l ican St a te ticket i n t h i s Congressional district , Could he have 
been more badly defeated? 
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Mr . KENNEDY • The same t hing occurred over in Lackawanna, di d it 
not? 
Mr. SHIR.~S. I am being d iverted from what I was saying. 

Mr . GILBERT • Nov1 will the gentleman answe r my question? What 
proportion of t he Democrats in the convention in this Congressional 
district were if favor of t he nominati on of Mr. Connell as the 
Democratic nominee? 

Mr. THAYER. Thirty ... tvro out of 192• 

Mr. SHI RA.S . Now, gentlemen, you do not want to hear me on what 
the Democrats of Allegheny County could , would, or should have 
done , or my political pedi gree , but it is simply a question of 
f act, " ',7ho was elected?'' and you can not see \'lho ha1; been electec:.., for 

~the Col!\mittee on E1ections has so limited t he inquiry t hat not 
over fiftecm of the witnesses whose testimony was t aken is mater-
jal to thi s issue . 

Mr. SIBLEY', Let me call your att ention-

r.ir , SHIRAS. Let me g i ve t he reason, because I do not want to 
make a statement and t hen have to analyze it before I ~o or , 
I :::t:.rtec. to my tr.<' t t r.e reui.lt of this Democr a tic convention 
v:a.s that not cr,ly was Ur. Connell~ s nomination t hrown off the 
Democra tic ticket , but Mr . Howell, the admitt ed Democrat, 
and who!!! the Democrats knew had a cha.nee of election, was also 
t hrown off the Democratic ticket. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr . McCLAIN. I will yield the gentleman t en mi 1.ut e s 1.:ore if he 
desires it , 

1.'.r . LHI Rl'..S , The ccr:.tr oversy tha t arose i n this Democro.tic 
convention, i n \.r.i ch t he cor.te(,tc.nt desired to carry off t he prize , 
iG not m:.te1'ic.l , or otteht :.c-t to c , c;:cc:<, ~·c 01.e :;_ h :.te. 
Everyone here who i s c,.ndid will a dmi t t hat 1f llr , Howell had been 
before his district on the straight Uemocratic ticket, it would 
have given him four or five thousand Democratic majority , 
and he would have certainly gotten it but for the extraordina ry 
and peculi a r me t hods of procedure of that Democrat ic convention. 

Therefore I say, gent lemen , t he question i n t his controversy 
is as to the all eged Democratic convention , with a Republican 
candidate, and an actual Democratic candidate. I take it that 
all Republican !.fenbera her e who are in favor of :fai r play well know 
t hat Mr . Howell got 46 1 majority, instead of t he 4 ,000 or 5,000 
he or dinar ily would have had. r:t is difficult f or t his committee 
to show t hat all t hese votes were intenti onal ly f r audulent . I 
t ake it t hat all Republican Member s here who a r e i n favor of 
fair play will be interested. I t ake t he position t hat in t he 
consideration of t his case t here is no doubt that tr.e committ ee 
has f ailed to fully understand the subf equent effect of t his 
Democratic convention when figuring upon t he majori ty that Howell 
would have had . 
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Mr. CASSEL• Do you mean to say t hat t he committee, which has given 
two weeks ' continuous work in going over t hi s evidence and testi-
mony, four weeks almost , commencing at 10 o'clock in the morning 
and continuing until 5 o ' clock, and giving through t heir report 
their conclusions t hat t hey have arrived at, that t hey do not 
know more of it than you, when you say t hat you have not been able 
even to read it? 

Hr, SHIRAS• I have been trying to get to t he very proposition , 
because the bulk, perhaps , of t h is testimony , showing what .you 
d id, is what has led up t o my general proposition, viz , whether 
you have established t he f act of Mr. Connell being entitled to a 
seat under t his evidence. Now, wha t do you do? You find 461 
plurality in favor of t he Democratic candida te, and you change t hat 
to 223 i n favor of the contestant . How do you do t hat ? Up to 
a certain point t he committee did not go astray . It showed , I 
t hink, good j udgement when it took up t he case of these three 
precincts, which t hey charged to have been, on their face , full 
of fraud, To take t hese up and with ca reful ~uasement proceed 
to determine how t hey. would get at t he f r aud and what effect the 
fraud had on t he general re sult , 

But t hey d i d not trea t i t fairly . I n the first place , t hey 
found 50 illegal vot es of persons ,1ho had not paid t heir t axes , 
50 illegal vote s of persons who had not registered, and t hose, 
to some extent, were technically illegal votes , but i nstead of 
t aking those votes out of Old Forge and t he Second and Third war ds of 

Wi n t on, and even charging all agai nst Ur . Howell, what did they 
do? They threw out t he entire 797 votes, though llr;. ,Howell ru.d 
45.,'·maj ority. r;c 

~ - 11cCLAI N, May the gent leman a l l o\'I me to interrupt hi m for a 
moment just t o sa; I will allo\'I h i ll a s ti.ne as he wants and 
he c.!n proceed as he desires , 

1:r , SHI R.-,.S , Nori , that , _;entle~cn, l s the startii.,_; -po~ .. t of thls 
case , He:·c ... re dh.tr.i.cts that c .. ::,t 797 votes t..:;.t u"•ve ,._r. 
ho,-:cl._ 625 votes c..11C:. 172 to t he co,:te&t:a.r.t , e.nc: tin .. dnission 
that !> .rt of these \1cre tecru.lc~.llJ illc..,c.l b ... : .. ::>tc ancl ~.ot :rraud-
ule1.t i n t:1e \'/orst se::se . They t .. l'Cl"I out those 797 votei:., an<l t:.ey co 
r:ot s:1011 11~ the cvlcle:1ce t,.l.:e .. in Old For.::;e and i n t he Seco1.d and 
Third w:.rds of ~'flnton th,.t any sin;__;le one- _1ar k . .1O- that a s11._;le 
one of those f r aucu1.ent votes :hc.d been c ... r t for llr , Howell , but on 
t :1e co1.trary , t he on;..y evidence of il.1.c,_;-.l vot es cast was t hat 
they r1er e cast for the contestant , I s that 1.ot correct , I ask 
the 1:5cntle.11an from New York? 

"-r • b.i.~fSON , You .:aean t hat t here was no fraud on t he ballot box? 

Ur, SHI R..S , I say i n the proof they di d not atte.:ipt t o prove any 
of those illegal votes had been cast for Ur, Howell. 

llr . s·;f.',.NSON , They were si mply people who voted not being properly 
regist ered , 

llr . SHi ru~s . There oay have been false i 3personations, but I am 
not defending t hat ; I am analyzing how t hey got a t t he question 
of t he separate fraudulent votes or assumed illegal votes--



Memoirs_Box1_Folder12_108.tif

- 12-

Ur . GILBERr • They cast t hat vot e.-' to Ur . Howell without a ny 
proof--
llr • l:>HIRJ s . They found nothinz , in my judg:.lent, which should lead 
t o t he throwing out of the entire precincts . The r esult of t hat 
was t hat llr . Howell still had 8 ,naj ority and t hen they went ba ck 
and by aliunde :,roof- here is the danger ous point in t heir pr ocess , 
by aliunde pr oof- they found t hat 32 of t hose 797 vot es had been 
cast fo r Ur. Connell , Now, what was t he r esult , gentlemen, of 
t hat finding? It was t his : Ahere v1ere t hree precincts with 
797 votes a nd 1·11t h t he large ma j ority of 454 for Mr . Howell which 
were absolut ely thr o,1!1 out. They des troyed t his entire vote , 
ye t fou.>1d Ur . Howell elected by 8 ma j ority . They then go back and 
go over t he embers, you mi ght say , of t he destroyed vote s and 
f i nd 32 for Ur . Connel l , and turn t hat Democr a tic distr ict , 
which gave 454 majority for !Ar . Howell , over t o Mr . Connell by 
a unani mous vote- 32 f or Connell , nothing for Howell , I t seems 
incredible. 

Mr. s -:1:.1:soN Which gave t hat majori ty? 
llr. SHIRAS, Ye s . 

Ur . DRI SCOLL, Wil l t he gent leman yield f or a que stion? 

Ur , SHIRAS , Certa inly. 

Mr. DRISCOLL• Is not t ha t the ordinary pr a ct ice , t hat wehn a 
distr ict or poll i s t h rown out f or fraud, to go back and prove 
vot es cast f or both parties by ev i dence aliu.>1de? Was t hat not 
done i n t he Fifty- fifth Congr ess i n the case of Wise V• Young 
a nd in many ot her cases . 

Mr . SHIRAS, I do not t hink it was ever done under conditions as 
t hey existed i n t his case . 

Mr. DRISCOLL• No t1"1O conditions i n elections a re exactly alike , 
but where we t h row out vote s of certa i n di stricts be cause of 
f r aud , t he pr actice f or both parties i s to go back and prove t he 
vote s cast for their candi da te s aliunde . 

Mr. SHI RAS. Now, I want to ask a question in r eturn . I s it net., 
a f act t hat t hose t hree districts cast 797 votes, wnich gave Mr. 
Howell a ma jority of 454 votes, and by t h rowing out t hose 
pr ecincts it still left a majority of 8, and t hat t he action of 
t he committee i n finding t hose 32 votes put t he result i n favor 
of Mr . Connell? 

Mr . DRI SCOLL, 1,'fhy, yes , but-- (Applause on the Democra tic side. ) 
Oh t here i s net. h i ng to cheer about thi s ; we a re dealing in facts 
here . \'le sta ted it ye st erday ourselves, and it ls not necessary 
for a ~ugwamp from Pennsylvani a t o sta te it over again . I 
simply say, is it not the i nva r iable rule? Did not Mr. Howell 
have t he same chance t o go back and prove his votes in t hose 
di stricts? Di d he not have t he same opportunity to prove them 
if he want ed to? 

Ur . SHIRAS• Now, gent leoen , I am trying to talk about t he 
equities in t his case . 
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Mr. NORRI S. May I ask the gent leman a question? 

Mr. SHIBAS. Certainly. 

Mr. NORRIS. I n your judgment was the committee justified in 
throwing out the three pr ecincts? Do you agree with t hem in 
that? 

Mr. SHIRAS. I do not agree with them on that point. I do 
not criticise them very har shly , but I do not agree with t hem. 
\'lhat I t hink t hey ought to have done is , having found about 
125 irregular votes , some t echnically irregular and some absolutely 
fraudulent , they should hav.e deducted t hose votes , even if t hey 
deducted them all from Howell . Tha t would have been bad enough, 
but to throw t hem all out was unfair , in my judgment. 

Mr. CASSEL. I n t he report of the Second \'lar d of Winton, 184 vd. es 
were ca st for Howell and 178 votes were eeclar ed and pr oved fraudu-
lent . 

Mr. SHIRAS. \7ho found them fraudulen t ? 

Mr . CAS.gEL.,.The.y. wEre shown fraudulent by the evidence . 

Ur . SHIRAS. No\71 we find the case stands in this way. That when 
they took the disput ed districts t his great number of votes, 
amounting to nearly 800, were thrown out of t he three precincts, , 
making a unanimous vote for Connell of 32 to not.hing. That , if 
sustained, woul d elect Connell by 24 major i t y . Now, t hat doe s not 
look like much of a plurality to come into the House with, with 
thousands of pages of testimony at an expense of thousands of 
dollars , showing only a plurality of 24. 17ell , what does the 
committee do? They had a tast of 11aliundemrr1 , and they then did what, 
to my mind, is th~ one illegal proposition t hat bars out most of 
t his testimony. f he testimony was taken shov1ing that 1,700 lllc5al 
votes were cast ; yes , upward of 2 ,000 • I f I am i ncorrect I wish 
the chairman would correct :ne- -
.hir. DRISCOLL. Two t housand and two. 
Mr. J.Hl .!'1,lijt•- · Two thousand and two ; and when the col!l!littee came 
to consider these votes they were of t he opinion t hat t here were 
a number of fraudulent votes, and under aliunde proof t hey 
a t tempted to show that a great number had been cast for Ur . Howell, 
and thousands of pages of testimony were t aken upon that br anch of the 
case . I do not say it was wrong t o t ake the testimony upon t hat 
point , but I say that when t.he committee came to make the report 
they rea lly barred out the testi .ony and have urevented its consid-
e ra tion by the House . They found, I repea t , that there were 1,700 
illegal votes; and what· did they do? They file a r eport in which 
they say t hat 11a t least 200 votes"-- that is t he language of the 
reuort --"at least 200 11 of these votes were cast for Howell . 

· ·:/hen they came to make t he report , you find t hat in round 
numbers t hey deduct 200 from Howell. Let me show you what t hat 
means . Upon an investigati on of t he attitude of the members of 
t he co::i.~ittee we find that t hey can not t ell who the various 
parties were, what their names were , or where t hey were located. 
Is t his not most extraordinary? In my mind it is the turning 
poln t in this case . Not only we as Republicans can not know, 
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but the q,posi tion is powerless t o pass upon t he two questions 
that arise in each of t hese 200 cases: Was the vote illegal, 
and was it cast for !Jr. Howell? It ls the i ntroduction of this 
bad precedent t hat arouses in the mai n my op_ oa!l:.ion. 

Thus , having a~reed t hat t here v1ere 1,700 illegal votes , 
and believing t hat a t least 200 11 of t hem were cast for 11r• 
Howell , t hey pr omptly charge t hem up and take from his count 
200 votes t hat are not i de ntified by name or voting precinct . 

Mr . :KE1:NEDY. Why , they were passed upon by t he majority of the 
cor.unit tee . 

Mr . SHIRAS. I would like to ask t he gentle:::an a questi on. Does 
the 5entle~an nean to say t hat his collll?littee passed upon these 
200 votes and has got t hem ent ered on t he record, in t he ninuten, 
as 3cc voters f r om certain pr ecincts? And by a vote of the 
co.n:nittee deter::iined t hat t hey wer e i llegal? 

Mr. KEN!iEDY • The com.:iittee passed ut on 200 · I n my judgement 
t here a re ,a t hou~ar.ci.. 

Ur . SH IR.AS . I di d not d.r.:tw the report . 

M.r . RaNDELL of Texas. The co,ruaittee did not pass on the 200• 

Ur . SHIRAS . ·I am not saying t here were not 200 illegal votes 
there , I am not saying that t hey ought not to be deducted , if 
you can prove them, but I sey you have to do it in a legal way . 
Let me say to the me mbers of the ma jority of t his committee t ha t 
when they had a vote t hat they wanted t o deduct from Ur . 
Howell ' s count , one ~of the gentlemen should have sa id, "Mr . 
Chairrr.an, I move you t hat t he vote of John Smi th, illegal by 
f a lse registrati on or nonpayment of taxes, which vote t he evi d-
ence shows has been cast for llr. Howell , shall be deducted from 
his coctnt . 11 That should have been put to a vote of t he entire 
committee, and i f the committ ee affirwAtively by its majorit y 
struck that out, t he Republicans and Democrats voting upon it, 
t hen that vote should have been taken from the count of Mr . Howell . 

But what have you done? You have sL,ply come to the conclusi:on-
a ll of you , as i ndividuals- tha t t here were "at least 20.0" illegal 
votes out of 1,700 t hat were cast for Mr. Howell, ar,u you have 
deducted them without identifying t hem by the name of the voter 
or voting precinct , a thing I neve r heard of , even in the " solid 
South. " How, unless t he nembers of t his committee can deny what I 
say her - t hat t hey have taken 200 votes that t hey can not i dentify-
it see~s to me t hat it shows the dangerous character of t he ali-
unde evidence, and it is upon t hat tha t t his gentleman (pointing) 
relies for obtaining his seat . 

1.Ir . CASSEL• Mr• Speaker , let me answer t hat just here . First , the 
menbers of t he minority say t hat these questions were not discussed 
by t he aa.jor ity who signed this report . The majority repor t 
,1as signed by the majority members of t his committee, and i t 
was not submitted to t he minority . We passed a r esolution by 
vote of t he committee st a t:tug t hat we thought t hat Mr . Connell 
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and voted on that questi on, that vote would not have been thrown 
out. 

I n other words , there was only a majority of a ma j ority 
voting upon that question of striking out these votes. The 
result is tha t the committee itself does not know ·what those 200 votes 
fepresent . They could not agree and have not agreed on that poi nt . 
hose votes a re si...ply float ing 1n the air, without name or habi-

t a tion . No one can identify t hose voters . No member of the 
com .ittee or anyone else can do so. 

Mr. CASSEL... I believe t hat I speak truthfully when I say tha t 
a t leaa t four of the six members of t he majority of t he committee , 
after having ~~one over t he testimony on the one si de and on the 
other, were in f avor of putting i nto t his r eport anywhere from 500 
t o 1 ,000 of those people. 

Ltr . SHI RAS • I t would not have been any worse if you had done so . 

!.!r. CASSEL. , \7e were sat sified , and ru pposed the majority of the 
committee would be . 

Ur. SHI R.AS • I am simply aski ng for f air play i n t his matter. 
I say that unless you show whose votes t hose 200 were , t hey ought 
not to be throl'm out . It seems t o me t h i s is only ordinary fair play •. 

Ur . DRI SCOLL. Uill t he gentleman allow me to ask one more ques-
tion- that is all? 

llr . SHI R:~S . Certainly. 

Mr. DRISCOLL• If t hose three district s - t he Second and Third 
,1ards of ,fi nton and the :first district of Old Forge- are t hro\m 
out , hov1 does t hat ·i e .. ve ~tne vote? 

:.!r . SHIR.i.S : It leaves the vote8 in favor of ?Jr . }iowell . 

l!r. DhfoCOLL• 
prove aliunde 
vet es .lle.;;ed 
is it not? 

Now, is it not irue that llr . Howell di d not try to 
any of t he votes cast for hi~ or any of the illeual 
to h::tye been ca, t for Ur• Connell? That is true , 

Ur . SHI R.AS. I will nake apr actical answer to t hat question in 
t his way: I t was conpetent perhaps, for Lir. Howell to prove b., 
aliu:1de testimony t he whole 2 , 000 votes , and it would have cost him 
$ 10, 000 or $ 15, 000• That sort of proceedil'l(5 on the other side 
cost the contestant probably $50,000 • Such a contest of "ali-
undeis:::111 would be a farce, and the prize would go to t he biggest 
purse . 

llr, CRI SCOLL· I f you have read t he evidence , have you any doubt 
that at least, we will 8£Y.. , to illegal votes, because that nu-iber 
would be sufficient , were sho\m by evidence allunde but competent 
to have been cast for llr • Hov1ell ? Have you any doubt about t hat ? 

!.!F, ~liIEAS, I di d not~quite~c~tch t he pur port of.the gent l eman ' s 
question• 
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V/as entitled to his seat . The majority t hen prepared t his report 
and signed i t . 

Mr , SHIRAS, Let me ask the gentleman a question--

Mr. JOHNSON, Mr, Speaker, will t he gentler.ian let me make a 
s t atement ri~t here? I do not want to t ake any of his time . 

lir . SHI R.,S, I will yield to t he gentleman , 

Mr , JOHNSON, The majority of the committee furnished the minor i ty 
of the committee the names of t he t hirty- two voters whose testi-
mony was established by aliunde evidence , We are able to examine 
them and see for our selves whe ther there i s anyt hing upon whi.ch to 
base it , They do not furnisr. us any of the list of the 200 men 
tr.at they say illegally voted fo r llr, Howell, and we can not ex-
amine that , and the House can not. 

Mr . DRISCOLL• Mr, Speaker, I would like to ask right here the 
gentleman from South Carolina a question , Is it true t hat t he 
majority furnished the minority those thirty- two names? I s i t not 
true t hat I asked one member to furnish t he nan es t hat he had 
examined to the rest of us , and also to the members of the 
minority? 

Mr , JOHNSON, May I make another sta tement? 

Mr , SHil!1.AS • Mr , Speaker, I have not yie lded to the gentleman~ 
from New York (Mr, Driscoll~. 

Mr , JOHNSON. May I answer the Gentleman ' s question? 

The SPEAKER, Does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. SHIRAS, Yes, I will yield to t he gentleman from Sout h Carolina . 

Mr , JOHNSON • The majority of the committee divided up t his work, 
That is the reason t hey do not know any more about it , One man 
examined one part of the recor d and another man anot her . I 
examined all of it , That is the difference , (Laughter .) One 
member of the committee who made up the l ist of the 32 aliunde 
votes handed that l i st to the r anki ng member of the minority of the 
committee , and the majority of t he committee adopted his work, 

Mr, FOSTER of I llinois. Let me ask this question, I a t here any 
evidence in the record showing t hat the 200 votes t hus thrown 
out v1ere cast for Mr . Howell? 

11r, JOHNSON, We do not know whose votes those 200 were ; t he names 
a re not given. 

Mr , SHIRAS, Now, I should like to make this reply to t he gentle-
man from Pennsylvania (Mr, Cassel), He having admitted tha t he 
and his five colleagues on the commi t tee passed upon these 200 
votes ; suppose that on the question of charging up t hose votes 
for kr, Howell or t aki ng them away from him t here had been a 
division among those six members of the committee ; suppose the 
vote had been 4 to 2 , t hen, if the Democrati c meobers had come i n 
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Q . DRISCOLL• I s there not aliunde evidence sufficient to show 
that at least 10 of t hese illegal votes vie.re cast for llr• Howell? 

MR , SHI RAS , I do not think so , upon the evidence. 

llR. DRISCOLL• Have you examined it? 

MR, SH IRAS. I have examined t he testimony on which t he supporters 
of the contestant rely . 

UR. DRISCOLL. You have not read it fully; you have not read t he 
whole of it . 

UR. SHIMS, But you have not identified t he voters . That is the 
reason I say that this evidence should have been barred out. 

MR . FOSTER of I llinois. Has t he gentleman any doubt that at 
least 20 of these votes were cast for Mr • Howell? 
.MR, SHIRAS. ,Not t he least . 

Now, I want to call attention to another point. I n t hese 
dsputed districts only 32 votes have been pr ovea for ID" • Connell, 
laere 172 are returned. \7ere t he rest of the votes returned for 
Mr. Connell , whe re 172 a r e returned, l egal or illegal? Urtless this 
question is determined, it seems to me you have not proved any-
thing , The danger that a rises in a case of ~~is kind is clearly 
shown in respect to these 200 votes. Now Mr . Speaker , I have 
taken more time t han I expected. This is s i mply a question of 
aski 1115 for fair play . I do not believe i t right to delegat e 
our consciences in a close case like this to the commit tee and 
allow them to de termine t he whole quest ion of law and of fact . I 
have no hesitation in coming to the co nclusion t hat i t is unfair 
to the sitting Member, unfair to the Tenth Congressional district, 
unfair to the State of Pennsylvani a , and unfair to the Republican 
party to unseat Mr. Howell. (L?ud applause . ) 

The Roll Call and the Aftermath 

A f ew moment s after Mr• Lanning and myself , on t he Henublican . , . 
side , had concluded our remar ks the speaker directed t hat t he 

rnll be called on the motion to award the seat to the contestant, 
crz;nnell. 

As the members voted, i t soon became appar ent t hat the 

large Republican majority would be g rea tly reduced or Vliped put. 

The vote was as follows : Connell 156; Howell 148, so t hiit a 

change of four votes would havepermitted the sitting member to 

retain his seat . 
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Before the roll call a number of Republicans absent ed t hem-

selves, while a half dozen more sat in t heir seats and merely 

answered 11present11 when their names were called. Had a small 

fraction of those who refused to vote , as evidence di ssatisfaction, 

given their support t o Mr• Howell he would not have been ousted . 

During t he confusi on following the annowicement of the 

resutt., Judge Walt er I. Sm1 th of Council Bluffs, I owa, came 

to me and sai d , 11I have been in Congress a number of years, but 

this is the first time I had reason t o be ashamed of my vote . 

Had you opened the att ack at t.~e beginning of the pr oceedings , 

inste .d of at the end, it would have given many of us a chance 

to get our bearings. I had definitely pledged my vote to Ur. 

Connell and had not courage enough to shift at the last moment , 11 

T'nere were other Republicans who did not feel this vray , for 

General Grosvenor, the doughty old war horse from Ohio , purposel y 

passed my seat that he might shou_t out, 11Some day you will r egret 

hav111o voted for that DemocraU" I answered that I 11 was not 

voting for a Democrat but for justice." 

I t may be stated that my attitude in this contest was 

approved by practically all my const ituent s and the ot her voters 

in the ~djoining districts. Later I received assurance of a 

renomination by the parties that had previously sup1,orted me , 

while a message came from the .!:¼publican org.'.'.nization t hat t hough 

it widers tood I was not a candi date for re- e lection, it seemed 

certain t hat if I were I \'Tould receive the support of the .ttepub-

lican l eaders who did not wish to see me succeeded by my f or mer 

opponent, \1-o>·,H, Graha.m,ie whose association vrith Governor Stone had 

brought him into popular disfavor. On the other hand General 

Gro .. venor, by re:::.son of a factional row had later been refused a 
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ilrenomination for Congress , in h i s district , and in his resent ment 

tried t o get the Democratic nomination, .tn which he failed, thus 

showi P-6 t hat his party fealty was only ski n deep. 

My two di stinguished colleagues who had been elected on the 

Citizens ' ticket at t he t i me I was, vot ed f or Connell, saying 

t o 1:1e , i n expl anat ion, t hat t hey hoped t o receivE: t he regular 

Republican nol!linati on next time , which might be jeopardized i f 

t hey voted f or a Democr a t , These hopes , however , wer e blasted, f or 

having become 11 r egul a r 11 t hey were cast asi de by t he political 

bosses as ,one s no longer t o be f ear d , I cite t hese i nst a nces as 

i ndica ting t hat blind partisanshi p , or political t i mi dity , does 

not a ppeal t o t he electora te at home . 

As a seque l to t h i s part of t he narra tive , it may be sta ted 

t hat when I decli ned to be a candidat e , my personal friend 

and political associat e , Stephen G, Porter, leader i n t he Ci tizens ' 

part y movement, was given t he regular Republican nomination for 

Congress, over my ol d r iva l , W, H, Graham, and was elect ed by 
was 

20,000 IJajority , Mr . Porter Ra~-Q~~R successively re- elect ed by 

the people unt il he served some t wenty- five yea r s , a ttai ning t he 

high posi tion of Chai rman of t he Committee oft For ei gn Relations. 

Thi s result indic:.tes how the t er.:porary reform movement in 

AllegheLy County broke t he polit ical shackles of near ly fifty 

years , and gave to t he voters t he opportunit y t o- se lect can-

didat es standin_s hl(;h in t he popular e steem. 


