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TENTATIVE BI OGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 
GEO~G~ £nIRAS 3rd 

/ 

George Shiras 3rd - l awyer , la.imaKer , and faunal 
" 

naturalist - was born in Allegheny , Pa ~. ( now the North Side 

of Pittsburg h) on January l, 1859• Son of George Shiras J~. 

and Lillie E. (Ke nnedy ) Shiras , both of Pi ttsburg h, he was 

descended from a Scott ish ancestor, Peter Sh1rae, who c ame 

to All:erica and settled in !;t . Holly , N .J ., about 1765, later 

re1110vi ng to Pi ttsburgh . George Sh1ras Sr . , grandson of Peter 

Shiras and grandfather of George Shiras 3rd, was married to 

Eliza Herron , daue;hter of the :l.ev. Francis Herr on, famed t hird 

paster , from 1811- 1850, of Pittsbur gh 's First Presbyterian 

Church . Two of bis eons , Ge orge Sh1rae J r . and Oliver Perry 

Sh1ras , eventuclly oecome d1etinguished Jurists - t he former 

being appoint ed straig t.t fro::n his practice of law in Pi t ts-

burgh to the United States Supreme Court by President Harrison 

in 1892, the latte r settli ng in Dubuque , Iowa, where he served 

for twenty-one years as United St a tes District Judge . 

Sarly in bis c areer , Geor ge Sbiras 3r d determined to 

follow his f ather , George Jr., i n to the practice ot' law . 

Enter ing Cornell Univers ity from Phillips Exe ter A~ademy i n 

1877, he graduated in the course of "History and Pol1t.ical 

Sc i ence" in 1881, choosing as his thesis a study of the United 

States Consti tution. It was at Cornell that he became an i n t i-

mate fr lend of Colonel E. :• . House, a classmate and orother 

member in the Al pr.a Delta Phi fraternity , who was l a ter t o be 

famous as Prec1dent Woodrow Wilson ' s personal r e pr esentative 1n 

Europe duri ng the World \',ar . 



In the Fall of 1881, George Shiras 3rd entered t he 

Yale Law School , where , i n hi s Senior Year, he was honored 

wi th the election to the presidency of the debating society 

known as the Kent Club . Muc h to the astonishment of his 

clas smates, however, he declined t he office , declaring t hat 

he preferred to remain active on the floor . At that time the 

Tari ff was a subject of nation- wide discussion , and it was 

upon t his theme that most of the debates had raged for several 

years among the members of the society . !t was therefore not 

surprising that J.'.r . Shiras , upon hie graduation from .t he Yal e 

Law Sc hool in 1883, chose as his t hes is: "The Constitutionality 

of the Protecti ve Tariff" . Returning to Pittsburgh i n the 

s ame year , he was admitted t o the Pennsylvania Bar and began 

the practice of law with his father . When the latter was ap-

pointed to the u. s . Supreme Court , the younger man a s sumed his 

father ' s business and became the senior member of the law f irm 

of Sbiras and Dickey , i n whi ch he continued until he retir ed 

from practice i n 1904 . 

!SMBER OF PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE , 1889- 1890 

Meanwhile , politics bad begun to command his attention, 

pri ncipally because of his aversion to the ruthless political 

machi ne t ha t domi nated Pennsylvani a . His pa~phlet attacking the 

pend i ng nomi nati on to the Uni ted States Senate of Colonel ~.s . 
Quay in 1887 caused a sensation t hroughout the State. He was 

1?&-,, ........... 
elected to the PM t 0 1 bit 6 h House of Re pr esentatives f or the ter m 

1889- 1890 on an anti - ring t i cket, the next- to- youngest of all 
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the 204 me mbers of t hat body . Here his term of of f 1r.e was 

nota ble f or its aut hors hi p of extensive legislation, i ts 

successful opposition to monopolies and machine politi cs. 

His appo i ntment aa t he only novit iate member t o the Jud iciary 

General Committee was in i tself a signal honor . He was also 

one of the t hree new members of t he House to be awarded a 

c hairmans hi p - t hat of Federa l Re l a tions ; and he was made 

Secretary of Geological Survey and a me mber o f the Committee on 

Banks . One of the first measures to be pushed t hrough both 

br anches of the Leg islature was t he Hi gh School 8111 , whose 

prompt passage by the House was s ecured by Y~ . Shiras , t hus 

ensuring the completion of the handsome build ing on Sher man 

Avenue, Allegheny . Mr. Shi ras also succeeded in securing for 

the Home for t he Friendles s of Allegheny an a ppropriation of 

f 6 , 000 - one of the few c ounty bills f or c hari t able i nstitutions 

neither cut down nor vetoed by the executive. He i ntroduced and 

passed a bill extending and rene wing the Chart e r s of State Banks , 

upon which de pended t he cor porate life of the famous old 3ank of 

Pittsburgh . Of r-ider interest to the State at large was t he bill 

passed by hi m enabling State Banks to become National Banks , with 

funct ions mor e in keepi ng with the needs of the time . He was i n 

charge of an i mportant measure enlarg i ng t he jurisdiction of the 

Or phans Court , providing for the safe t ransfer of trust funds t o 

Trustees in another State or Territory , ~herever t he persons 

beneficia lly i nterested had removed to suc h State or Territory 

t o permanently reside. And he was res ponsible , virtually single-

handed and in t he f ace o f t hreats agai nst his own projects, for 
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the defeat of the notorious "Grade Crossing J.'.onetr osity" 

(House 3 111 ., o . 52) , which was consi dered t be greatest corpora -

tion grab of the session . This ffieaeure , purport i ng to be for 

the "protection of li f e and pr operty in cities of t he f i rst and 

second class" , was i n fact a sche :iie to prevent t he build i ng of 

any more r ival r a i l r oads in the State, and fur ther, to compel 

the c ities to spend million~ in the be half of exist i ng corpora-

tions . i.:r . Shiras wes t he first to sound t he alarm the instant 

the nature of the bill was detected . After his bitter denuncia-

tion of t he measure en the floor of t he House and he alone 

s poke against it on final passage) , the large commercial ex-

changes i n Philade lphia and Pittsburgh becaa·e aroused to its 

d&ngers and passed resolutions condemning it . Beyond a doubt , 

i t was o,1ing large ly to the courageous s ~eeches and effective 

work of r r . Shiras, t hat the taxpayers of Pittsbur gh, Allegheny 

and Philadelphia were saved millions of dol lars, and t heir com-

munit i e s freed from a rneesure t hat made new r a i lroad enterpr ises 

an i ll:!poesibility . Followed the defea~ t hrough :L'r . Shira s ' ef-

forts , of the bill f or Female Superintendents in public hospitals; 

and lastly , his resolution for the i mpeac hment of Judge J . ;, . F. 

White, {!hy!} and the adjour~ent of the Legislature i n order t o 

avoid same , with i t s aftermat h of ten years of political con-

troversies . 

THE CO "TROI/ERSY clITH 3AYNE AKD STONE 

On reti ring from the Leg islature i n 1890, !lr . Shirae , 

moved by an ulterior motive , (ihat mot~ unexpectedly an-

nounced his c andi d acy for his party ' s nominat ion to Congress 

agai nst Colonel Thomas ~·. 3ayne, (Eby not :nim€ § tj?) in what 
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was then the 29th District , comprising the north s i de of 

Alleghany County. Congressman Bayne had been f or seventeen 

years one of the most promi nent and apparently popular lead-

ers in the State . /;a t he period reoai n ing before the Con-

fressional pri maries was then very short , about t hree weeks , Mr . 

Shiras had little time to set up hi e delegates; and f ew beli eved 

that the youthful cand i date could defeat his more experienced 

opponent . Howeve r , the contes t was muc h closer then expected , 

for ~hile Bayne had the ma jor ity of the delegates to the con-

vention , Ur . Shi ras had the majority of the popul ar vote. !lr . 

Shiras thereupon announced t hat a motion would be made to de-

clare the nomina tion of his opponent unanimous . 

But when the convention assemDled , there occurred one 

of the most d isgraceful political coups ever recorded i n Amer-

ican politics . Af ter receiving and accepting the nomi nation, 

Bayne suddenly announced bis withdrawal , requesting tha t t he con-

vention nomi nate Colonel William A. Stone , United St ates District 

Attorney , who , with a powerful organization behind him, had long 

c herished t he ambition to succeed Bayne upon t he latter's retire-

ment . At the time t his political theft took pl ac e , a third of 

Mr. Sh1ras ' delegates had refused to attend the convention , as 

they had been definitely elected to oppose Col . Bayne ' s contin-

uance i n office . And during the uproar followi ng , a number of 

Bayne ' e own delegates denounced t he deal ; so that 1f all Mr . 

Shiras ' de legates had oeen present , it would probably have been 

defeated , and Mr . Shiras himself nominated . The two strongest 

supporter s of Col . Bayne ' s renomination had been t he 1110rni ng and 
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afternoon party news pape rs . /i.;;ai~:-:;;; not :a-;e p~rt'Jv Each 
.............. ~~•'\......,....,... !z."Jl _;,!Y 

now denounced the steal 1n the most virulent editorials , one 

commenti ng : "Li ke t wo p ick- pocksts 1n a crowd , they ( 3ayne 

and Stone) had agreed to r aise a racket, and 1n the exc i t ement , 

get away with the wallet whi ch t hey coveted. Bayne snatched 

the pr1ze , and i n the t wi nkling of an eye , passed it over to 

h is pal , Stone , who s towed it away" . So i ncensed , i n fact , 

was t he whole co=unity , tha t a mass- mee ting of f ive t housand 

party supporters at Carnegi e Hall roundly deno~nced tr.e sub-

s t1tut1on of a candi date who had never previously been before 

the people . 

The f i nal result was t hat t he County co~-

pelled Colonel Stone to r elinqui sh h1s fra~dulent nomination 

and run agai n . At first :.:r . Shiras refused to enter 1nto another 

contest , but uncterstendi ng better tha n t he un i nit1ated voter the 

i mporta.~ce of the next election, ne yielded ~hen the peopl e in-

sisted u pon an opportuni ty of registering the ir protest a5ainst 

such polit ical trickery . Before t he new pr1~aries , which he nad 

contri ved to get post poned until Se ptember , hopi ng t ~at the 

scandal mi g ht "bl o\1 over" , ~tone had actively enlisted in his 

own behalt t ne en t i re c ity and county or·gan izz.tior.s and practi-

c a lly every offi~e- nolcer , aggre£a~1r.8 more t hen 3000 voters , 1n 

addition to local corporati on , contractors , and tte ueual ring 

benef1ciar1es . ae l:',ind ··r . Shiras ,;ere t he manufacturers , mer-

c hants , mechar.ics , and moe t of the young Republ lcen workers . I t 

is s 15nificar. t t he t a t t !:e primaries 1•r . Shiras had a majori ty of 

twenty - four de legates and received a popular ma j ority of almost 
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three t housand votes, notwithstanding nea rly every e lection 

board, particularly in the city of Allegheny , was &ea1nst him, 

and 1n many i nstances threw out his ma jori ty and awarded the 

credentials to the opposi ng delegates . I n fact , just previous 

to the meeting of the conve nti on, it was accurately ascertai ned 

t hat nineteen of his delegates were either counted out or t heir 

credentials transferred to friends of Stone after t he election , 

Contests were now entered and notice immediately 

served; but when the convention met, the Chairman refused to 

refer these contests to the committee provided for under the 

party rules , or to permit any testimony to be taken, although 

f ifty witnesses were present , After vai n effort to obtain free 

play , 1':r , Shiras ' delegates attempted to leave t he hall , but 

Stone, fully aware of what would be the result of rejecting the 

above contests, had ordered a squad of pol icemen stationed at 

the doors , which were finally thrown open only after the latter's 

nomination had been rushed t hrough in the face of a gat hering 

riot. 

Again the community was in an uproar , and again the 

people protested against such an outrage - a protest which sub-

sequent investigation proved to be fully Justified. ltr . Shlras ' 

delegates met and unanimously nominated him as an i nde pendent 

candidate against Stone; and although it seemed certai n that this 

nomination , with an aroused public at the polls , would r e sult in 

his election , Mr , Sh1ras felt i mpelled to decline it and resume 

his private practice of law. !~any , however , were t he re percus-

e1ons f ollowing Stone ' s f raudulent nomination and subsequent 
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e lee tion . Mayor ~,yman o f Al legheny , convicted of having 

acce pted f l 0 , 000 to oetray ~r . Shiras , was sentenced to the 

peni t entiary - a sentenc e which , after a personal a ppeal to 

t r . Shi ras , was c ommuted to a term in the ~orkjjouse . The ....... 
Assistant Postmaster and Interna l Revenue Collector were re -

moved . Postmaster - General Wanamaker of the Harrison Cabinet 

was t hreatened with i mpeachment . And that same autumn, Colonel 

3ayne , broodi ng over his be t rayal of h is party , commi tted sui-

cide in Washington . William r . Kennedy , an uncle of Mr . Shiras , 

was elected Uayor 1n Wyman ' s pl ace , i nsuring Ur . Shirae 1 nomi -

nation to Congress the following year , had the latter desired it . 

ELECTION TO THE 58th CONGRESS
1 

1'\o z.... . 

Upon the a ppointment of hie fat her to the United 

States Supr eme Court , !.lr . Shiras f ormed the law firm t hat l argely 

succeeded to t he forme r ' e practice, refusing thereaf ter to con-

sider the solicitations of his f riends to re- enter publ ic life . 

In 1902, however , he was t endered t he nomi nation to Congress by 

the newly f ormed anti- ring Cit izen ' s Par ty , organized for the 

defeat of the corrupt local mac hi ne in Allegheny County . "This 

nomination comes to me unsoug ht , 11 he wrote i n h is letter of 

acce ptance, "and bring s with it a very serious responsibility . 

My own personal wishes , I may say t o you frankly , are strongl y 

against a further participation in active public life . To re-

f use , however , to cooperate with you to such an extent as I may 

have t he abi l i ty , at t his t i me , woul d be to turn my back u pon 

the princi~lee which have been dear to me all my li f e and upon 

the friends whose a s soc i ations I value more highly t han I can 
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express!' His opponent was w. H. Graham, who engineered t he deal 

t hat made Stone the nominee 1n 1890, and who succeeded Stone 

when the l atter became Governor. The fall elections resulted in 

the choice of t he entire Citizen' s ticket and in the permanent 

downf all of the local mac hi ne . In acce pting the nomination and 

election, Wr . Shiras made it c learly understood tha t he would 

serve for a s i ngle term only , a t the end of which he would be 

free to resume his activities 1n natural his tory and bis s tudy 

of governmental problems . 

The 58t h Congress (1903- 05) to which V.r . Sbiras was 

elected as an avowed Ra publican was conspi cuous f or several 

reasons. "Uncle Joe" Cannon of Illinois, long a political lead-

er, was elected for the f i r st time Spe Aker of the House; and 

among the members were such notables and futur e nota~les as ---------------.. _,,. G. S . 3rd to fill in nam~s he wants berg At the 

bead of the National Administration was the i ndomitaole figure , 

Theodore aoosevelt , who had recently succeeded to t he Presidency 

upon the tragic death of Will iam McKinley. At that time , as at 

present, (!) there was no standing committee on game protection 

in the House; therefore Y.r. Shiras a pplied f or and received ap-

pointment on the Public Lands Committee , part of whose Jurisdic-

tion i ncluded t he creation of nat ional parks and monuments in 

which he was part i cularly i n t erested . He wrote t he report of the 

committee recommendi ng the passage or t he Cus hman bill creati ng 

Elk National Park , later the Ol ympic National Monument in the 

Olympic Forest Reserve, ,, ash i ngton , and another report favoring 

set t ing aside t he unique petrified f orest of Arizona. Both or 

t hese areas were afterwards made nat ional monuments . 
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During his second year on the Public Lands Committee 

t here arose a persis tent demand in the East for the extension 

of Yellowstone Park southward into Wyomi ng in order to protect 

the larger game ani mals in the Upper Yellowstone Valley , where 

the animals f rom the Park were t he target of many hunters . As 

the only eastern member on thls Coxmittee , Mr . Shiras undertook 

to bri ng about thls proposed extension. Due to strong oppo-
p,-.,, ;,1,....-7 -1-,,r Tt-<! Cl"e1t~ ,n.. 

sition, a compromise was f inall y agreed upon, e .. cl' 11ne tee ,;5 ow 
by 11.4 '"1,,.,.. ,:,., le11s/..,/.url' ,.7 

uig ] Q51~Jat: et :re~ a permanent game refuge on the lands 

adjoining the Park . This propcsition was accepted by Mr . Shiras , 

and thus were brought about the main objectives to be covered i n 
q\ 

the proposed bill. 1.'eanwhile , in the summer of 1904, L!r . Shiras 

had visited Yellowstone Park for the purpose of familiarizing 

h i msel f with t he situation . There he heard rumors t hat several 

moose had been seen on the southern boundary of the Park; and as 

this animal was not supposed to exis t at that time 1n t he Rockies 

s outh of Canaea, he decided t o i nvestigate . Ascending the Upper 

·Yellowstone by canoe i n three successive seasons , he found a 

large number of moose sequeste red in the broad valley where f or-

ests , mar~blands , str eams , and little lakes provided an excellent 

a l l - t he- year home . On his f i nal vi sit , v~ . Shiras estimated the 

moose ln t his little known d istrict t o number probabl y more 

t han 2000 , wh ich was a surprise to t he Park authori t ies , a s well 

as to t he outside world . Thus the newl y established game r e~uge 

i n northern Wyoming was Just 1n time to g ive pr otection and er.-

l arged quarters t o t he increas1r,g moose . 
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THE MIGRATORY BIRD BILL 

As his time in Congress approached an end. Ur . Shiras 

prepared and introduced the revolutionary bill t hat was des-

tined to 11nk his name f orever with t he c ause of cons ervation -

the now famous ~igratory Bird Bill. Briefly , this bill provided 

for t he prohib1t1on of spring shooting at a t1me when tens of 

t housands of mated wil dfowl were slaughtered each season while 

on t heir way to their breeding grounds . At the s ame time a 

stop was to be put to the devastating activities of hordes of 

market hunters who were solely interested in turning ducks into 

dollars . Shooting seasons were a lso to be materi ally s hortened 

and t he bag l i mits reduced to meet t he needs of the t1me . This 

measure was i ntroduced with no expectation or desire t hat it 

should be g iven consideration i n the concludi ng days of t hat 

particular Congress. The i dea of its author was to lay before 

s portsmen and the country generally a proposition requiring 

long and careful consideration. As Mr . Shiras expl a i ned, the 

States l acked extraterritorial jurisdiction and would not agree 

nor bri ng about by themselves uniform laws and enforce ment . It 

had become clear to hi m that a situation had arisen that could 

be handled only b. the Federal aolernment. 

The ~i gratory Bird Bill quickly rece ived nation- wide 

support . Among its early advocates was the Chief Executive , who 

wrote the f ollowi ng terse a pproval from the ~bite House on 

February 1 , 1905: 

'Jl:J dear flr . Shiras 

I am vary much pleased with your bill 
and am very g l ad we have in Congress a man 
taking so great an interest in the preser-
vation of our birds and Nature generally . 
I part i cularly wanted wild fowl t o be pro-
tected . 



T.ith hearty congr a tul at ions, 
Si ncerely youre, 

7f.SODo~~ RvOSSViLT. 

I n sever a l succeed i ng t e rms Congressman 11eeks of 

t:a ssachusetts reintroduced the bill. !::xtanded heari ngs were 

held on i t , al;ld on March 4 , 1913, it was enacted. ~hen the Act 

c ame before the Federa l Courts , only two out of eig ht l ower-

court Judges decided against its unconstitutionalit y . To c:.eet 

future conti ngencies and to br oaden its purpose, t he essenti a l 

prov i sions of the Act were i ncorporated i n a lli gratory Bird 

Treat y with Great Britain , signed August 16, 1916 . The c onsti-

t utionalit j of t his t reaty was later sustained by the United 

States su~rea:e Court on briefs b:: ~•r . Shi r a s and other lawyers , 

thus confirm'...ng the right of our Nat i onal Government to exercise 

its 6ffective Jurisdiction over mi gr ator y birds , and at the s a~e 

ti!ll5 providins Canada with a s i milar Jurisdicti on over its vast 

domain . 

During his time i n Congress ~r . Shiras strongly advo-

cated Federal control both of c ontagious diseases and epidemic 

c onditions , a l so control of t he pollu tion of inte rstate waters , 

as well as more extended ir.edical research tr.roughout the country 

to safeguard t he public he a lth in r:iany ways in which the separate 

States lac k power . To t h is end he pre pared and i n troduced a 

bill to create a ~ationnl De partreent of Public He a lth with cabi-

net r epresentation , i n the expectation t hot bj reason of the 

needed additional functions a broader Jurisdiction would be 

estaol1shed than then existed in the scattered t,eal t h agencies 

of the ge neral govern~en t . This ;7ould g ive i t the s ame eff e c tive 
- 12-



authority to protect man as has been g iven t o the Department 

of Agriculture to foster and protect the useful and control 

the harmful plant and animal° 11fe of the nation. He also urged 

the negotiation of international treaties for the protection 

of whales and other pelagic mammals threatened with extinct ion . 

After his retirement from Congress, !.lr . Sbiras wrote 

to educate the public in the forego ing ideas, a ser ies of mono-

graphs on the regulatory powers of the Federal Government . The 

series included: 1. The Character and Extent of National 

Police Power; 2 . The Constitutionality of the Migratory Bird 

Law: 3 . The Health Jurisdiction of the Federal Government; 

4 . The Constitutionality of the Protective Tariff (suggesting 

a new theory for its maintenance) ; 5 . An American League of 

Nations; 6 . The Unconstitutionality of the Canadi an Reciprocity 

Tariff (the pet measure of the Taft administ ration, later quoted 

freely in the congressional debates) ; 7 . History of the Origi-

nal Migratory Bird Bill. Ot her similar papers deal t ~rimarily 

with the regulatry Jurisdiction of the Government and its rela-

tions to fore i gn nati ons i n regard t o such matters . 

EARLY VISITS TO MARQUETTE 

Aside , however, from his i ntroduction of the ~i gratory 

Bird Bill, it was as a faunal naturalist and amateur photographer 

of wild an i Mals that ~r. Sh1ras gai ned bis world- vide reputati on . 

His love of wild life and the wilderness dated far back beyond 

the above events in hle Congressional career. It was his a t 

birth, a heritage from his paternal ancestors. His great-grand-

fa t her, George Shiras, had been a noted hunter and fisherman in 
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the forested reg1on about Pittsburgh . He had sho11D h1s t astes 
and h1s adventurous d1spoa1t1on in 1811 by putting t he f i r s t 
steamboat on t he 0 h1o and 1ts t r i butary headwaters . It was a 
emall craft , whlch he chr istened t he Izaac Wal ton and which be 
and his fr i ends used for f ish i ng i n the local waters . And ~r . 
Shiras' pat ernal g randfather , ~-eorge Sh1ras , bot n in Pittsourgh 
in 1805, was al so a l over of t he out - of-doors , be i ng especially 
devoted to trout f ish i ng . hav1ng heard marvelous t ales of the 
fine s peckled trout along the south shore of Lake Superior , he 
went t here in t he eum:ner of 1849 and established vaca tion head-
quarter s at t he village of " arquette. This was before locks 
had been built around t he Sault Sai nte !iar1e , and only a few 
scattered settlements existed in the ent ire region . lhe excel-
l ent sport t,e enjoyed and t he beauties of the primitive wilder-
ness lured h i m ~ac~ eac h following season unt11 his 89th year . 
And 1t was 1n 1859 t hat "r . Sh1r as ' father , George Shir as Jr . , 
made h1B first t rip to t h1s f isherman ' s par adise . L~~1-'lllh 
falllloI i(e was delight ed • 1th the country , to wb1ch he t hereafter 
made many p1lgr1mages unt11 he was 92 ye ar s of age . 

When ~eorg e Shiras 3rd was ~:be-v-en years old , in the 
aum:ner of 1870, be was f irst taken to Marque tte by b1s father. 
He re , at t he mouth o f Dead R1ver, with three boy companions be-
tween the ages of nine and twelve , he pitched his f1rst over-
night camp . During the night the four i ntrepid adventurers were 
nearly put to route by t he noise of an onrushi ng "forest fire" , 
which tur ned out to be a f alls further inland , and by the 1ntru-
s1on o f "bears" , which turned out to ,ea stray I nd ian dog . The 
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following summer , accompanied by Jack La Pete, an Ind ian guide 

who had been f irst e mployed by his grandf ather in 1850 , George 

Shi ras 3rd and his younger brother Winfield made a two days ' 

Journey on foot to a beautiful little lake h i dden i n the forest 

about twenty miles east o f Marquette . There Jack had gone a 

year or two before , as a mail carrier on a railroad survey , 

f i nd i ng 1n this virgin section many deer , fur-bear i ng ani mals 

and fish . To t his secluded s pot, which he named Whitefish Lake , 

and near which he l a ter established a fami l y camp, George Shiras 

3rd retur ned for upwards of seventy years . "The natural beauties 

of this woodland haven, " wrote !.Ir . Shiras, "and the interesting 

wild lif e i nhabiting t he surrounding forest undoubtedly had a 

governing inf luence in developing my career as a s portsman-

natural1st. It was ther e t hat, as a pouthful hunter, I shot my 

first deer . There I took my first daylight and f lashlight photo-

graphs of wild life , and t here I became an observing f i eld natu-

ralist . Born and rear ed in Pennsylvania ' s greatest industrial 

center, I lived duri ng most of my early years benea th a sun often 

obscured by clouds of s moke. At ni ght t hat part of the Ohio 

Valley resembled an i nferno f r om t he g lare of blast furnaces , 

coke ovens , and many standpi pes s hooting lurid fl ames far over-

head in wasteful consumption of the natural gas from adjoining 

oil f ields. The cont r act between such surroundings and those of 

my vacation periods beneath a zure skies in a remote forest re-

trea t suff iciently accounts , I belie ve , for the overpowering de -

sire t hat final ly caused me to g i ve up the exaction s of a profes-

sional lif e tha t I might be free to interpret t he laws of nature 

rather than those of man . " 
- 15-
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It was in Marquette. i n 1885, that J!r . Sbiras 

married Frances P . White, daughter of Peter White , one of 

Michigan 's most famous p i oneers as well a s founder and l iberal 

benefact or of the c i t y . There bi s two chi ldren were born. G') 
a son and a daughter . The son. George Sbiras 4th, l i ke bis 

father. developed in early l i fe a deep love for t he wilds and 

bec ame a skillful hunter , fisherman and photographer. For about 

four years after his birth t her e was a remarkable period when 

f our generations of Geor ge Shirasea were all living at the same 

t i me and often under the same roof. Hence the adopt i on of the 

numerals 3rd and 4th f or the t wo youngest Georges , to avoid 

confusion. The untimely death of George Sb1ras 4th , i n 1915, 

broke t he fami ly success i on and ended the promise of a brilliant 

career. 

I NVENTOR OF FLASHLIGHT PHOTOGRAPHY OF WILD LIFE 

About 1889, Mr . Sh1ras began to lay aside bis gun and 

experi ment with a camera, i n an attempt to obtain per manent re-

cords of t he wild l ife about Whitefi sh Lake . As the result of 

thes e early and persistent endeavors he be came r ecognized as the 

fa t her o f wild lif e photography . He orig i nated and was the firs t 

t o advocate t he pas t i me o f hunting with the c amer a i n day t i me 

and at night. Hi s beautiful f lashlight pictures , t aken at a date 

when photographic equi pment was compar at i vely crude . were of such 

unique and s tartling i nterest t hat when the Un i ted States Govern-

ment was prepari ng the material for its part 1n t he World Exposi-

t i on to be held i n Paris i n 1900. the privilege of using a set of 

bromide enlargements of them, as well as glass transparenc ies , 
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was officially requested. At tbis Paris Exposition, the Judges 

in the Forestry Division expressed the general appreciation of 

this exhibit by t he highest award , the Gold Kedal and diploma. 

On learning of the display and visiting it , the international 

Jury in the Photographic Division asked permission and awarded 

their highest prize, a silver medal, to Mr . Shi ras , wbo had not 

entered his work in their exhibit. Four years later, in 1904, 

at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis , the Sh1ras 

pbotogr~phs of wild life received the Grand Prize. 

Briefl y statai, George Shiras 3rd, the original advo-

cate of wild life photography, was {l) the first to photograph 

in daytime wild animals or birds from a canoe or blind ; (2) the 

first to get automatic daylight pictures of wild animals by 

their touching a string across a trail or pulling on bait attached 

to a string operat i ng the shutter of a CaQlera; (3) the first to 

operate the camera at a distance by a string running from a blind; 

(4) the first to i nvent a means for picturing animals from a 

canoe by hand flashlight; (5) the first to invent a means to ob-

tain automatic flashlight photographs for which the animals or 

birds fired the f lash; (6) the first to use two flashlights and 

two earners, one set picturing the animal when quiescent and the 

other set, a second later, showing the animal in action when 

alarmed by the explosion of the first flaBhl1ght; (7) the first 

to photograph wild life , by day or night , with a double- l ensed 

camera for the purpose of obtaining stereoscopic pictures; and 

(8) the fi r st to pract ice wing shooting with the camera by means 

of a specially devised apparatus by which wild fowl and sbore 

birds can be photographed when flying from 50 to 75 miles an hour . 
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All of Ur . Shiras' basic 1nventions were covered 

by broad patents taken out in the United States and several 

other countries , and then dedicated to the free use of the pub-

lic, to prevent their commercial exploitation. But the slow 

response of mank1nd to new i deas 1s illustrated by the fact 

that despite the beauty of those early wild l i ke flashlight 

photographs, i t was some twelve years after be bad revealed 

bis methods and their results, that others began to e mulate bi s 

efforts. Among bis marked characteristics, and one t hat may be 

noted as rather uncommon. was the sympathetic and generous 

friendliness with which be always viewed the wor k of others in 

the field he bad made particularly his own . And although be 

always appreciated the permanent scientific value of his photo-

graphic and other studies as contributions to the life histories 

of many s pecies , be was especially pl eased by their effect on 

the public from a recreational point of view. He felt that one 

of the most valuable results of his work was t o promote a greater 

general i n terest in the out- of- doors . 

FI ~LD TRIPS, DISCOVERIES AND 'AOAZI ~E ARTICLES 

~r . Sh1ras scrupulously made it a point not to photograph 

an i mals in parks or reservations , the only exception being i n the 

case of the wilderness valley of the Upper Yellowstone . Prior t o 

his initial and widely acclai med publication in the NATIONAL 

GEOGRAPHIC ltAGAZI NE, in 1906, he contributed to many magazines and 

periodicals. Thereafter, as a steady contributor of profusely 
-lo 

illustrated articles 1ft the :JEOORAPHIC , his field trips covered 

many thousands of miles , from Alaska to Panama, and from Newfound-

land to the Rockies. Taki ng photographs and maki ng notes, whether 
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of animals or of birds, he made one or more Journeys to the 

wilds of New Brunswick and Ontario, the eastern shore of 

Virgini a, Currituck Sound in North Caroline , Cumberland Island 

1n Georgia , tbe Bahamas, the Louisiana marshes , Eastern Mexico, 

Gatun Lake i n the Canal Zone, t he Yello~stone National Park 

r egion, the Kaibab Plateau in Arizona , abd the Kenai Peninsula 

and Adm1ralty Island , both i n Al as ka . Of ten tempted to visit 

the big game f i elds of East and Central Africa , Mr . Sbiras was 

always convinced , on second t hought , t hat bis f oremost duty lay 

in acquainting the people of the United States with the wil d 

life of t heir country, and of t he continent a s a whol e , and 

in inter esting t hem 1n it to such an extent t hat they would de-

sire to mai ntain and upbuild it. 

In 1908- 09 he discovered a ne w s pecies of moose on 

Upper Yellowstone River , which Dr. E. VI . Nelson, Chi ef of tbe 

u. s . Biological Survey, named Alces americana shirasi in his 
h/A<.k.. 

honor - Just as in 1913 a new and per manent/\phase of the Great 

Brown Bear of Alaska was discovered by hie son George Shiras 4th, 

and later named Ursu_!. shirasi by t he eminent authority , Dr . C. 

Hart Merriam. Between expeditions, Mr . Shiras conti nued to 

study and photograph wild life at hie summer home i n Marquette , 

his f orest- ringed cottage in ~esley Heights , Washi ngton, D. c., 
and his wi nter home in Or mond , Florida . A painstaking habit of 

maki ng accurate notes, f ormed as ea rly as 1875, toge t her with 

a remarkable ability to draw conclusions from observed data; 

added immeasurably to the permane nt value of h1s work, which he 

leavened with a keen sense of ki ndly humor . His eight GEOGRAPHI C 

arti cles, contr i buted over a period of twenty- six years , were as 

follows: - 19-



Photogz,aphing \Hld Game with Flashlight and Camera. July ,1906 . 

One Season's Game- Bag with the Camera, June,1908 . 

A Flashlight Story of an Albino Porc upine and of a Cunning 

but Unfortunate Coon. June, 1911. 

White Sheep, Giant t'oose • and Smaller Game of the Kenai 

Peninsul a , Alaska. l'ay • 1912. 

Wild Animals That Took Their Own Pictures by Day and by 

Night. July , 1913 

Nature ' s Transformation at Panama: Remarkable Changes in 

Faunal and Physical Conditions in the Gatun Lake 

~egion. August , 1915. 

The Wild Like of Lake Superior, Past and Present; The Habits 

of Deer, ~oose, Wolves, Beavers, ~uskrats , Trout, and 

Feathered Wood- folk Studied with Camera and Flash-

light. August, 1921 . 

Wild Life of the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts : A Field Naturalist's 

Photographic Record of Nearly r.alf a Century of Fruit-

ful Exploration. September , 1932. 

LETTSRS rRm· 0 ILBERT GRov-sNoR A?:D Tt!z;ODORS ROOSEVELT 

As ~r. Shiras ' collection of negatives resulting from 

his field work grew to large proportions, he decided that the 

entire series of about 2,400 subjects should be preserved and made 

useful to others in tre future. For this purpose be presented 

the collection to the Nationetl Geographic Society• wbere it has 

been made available to the Society's great educational work. In 

accepting this invaluable contribution, Dr . Gilbert Grosvenor, 

President of The Society • wrote in part on t;ovember 17, 1928: 

-Qo-



"We realize the t remendous historic and scientific value of 
your collection of negatives which you have made during a 
period or nearly forty years in all parts of North America . 
For future generations desiring to study natural life as it 
was 1n the original windernesa , your superb and unique collec-
tion or pictures will be indispensable . !he fi r s t collection 
of pictures which you gave this Society enabled it to print 
that historic number ' Photographing W1ld Gaa:e with Flashlight 
and Camera', i n July , 1906 and started the organization on a 
path of usefulness 1n the promotion of public i nterest 1n the 
natur al scenic and wild- life resour ces of the United States th1t 
brought The Soc i ety much credit and has also greatly assisted in 
conserving these treasures . " 

From about the time the first Geographic article ap-
peared, Theodore Roosevelt, then President of the United States, 
becalll8 especially interested in !!r . Sh1ras ' work as a field 
naturalist and repeatedly i nsisted , i n conversations and in let-
ters , that the remarkable store of information possessed by such 
an experienced naturalist must be published. His first letter on 
the subject was written from Oyster Bay on July 14, 1906 : 

~•y Dear Shir as : 

I have been looking t hro~gh your photo-graphs in the NATIONAL GEOGRAPHI C MAGAZINE . Now, 
my dear sir, no other work you can do (not even going to Congress : still less , writing articles for pamphlets or magazines utterly evanescent i n character ) is as important as f or you to write a 
big book - a book of bul k as well as wortt, , in which you shall e mbody these pictures and the re-sults of all your invaluable notes upon tte habi ts , 
not only of game but of the numeeoaa other wild creatures that you have observed. I feel strongly 



that this country stands much more i n need 
of the work of a gre at outdoor fauna l natural-
ist than of the work of any numbar of closet 
specialists and microscopic t issue- cutters . 
Do go ahead and do this wor·k ! 

Sinceraly yours , 

TP.EODORE ROOSEVELT 

FRi irmSH I P WITH THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

Thie letter paved the way to an i ntimate f riendship 

between Kr . Shiras and Colonel Roosevelt which continued until 

the l atter's de ~th in 1919 . 1uch of it was occupied with per-

sonal d iscussion a nd correspondence about American wild life 

and its protection . In 1907, this pa1r of eminent naturalists 

united in de nouncing the works of certain nature - fakers , and 

particularly those of the Rev. William J . Long , whose misleadi ng 

statements regardi ng the habits of North Americ an animals , 1n 

the f orm of popular stories, seemed l ikely to undo much of the 

educ ational work achi ·ved by consci entious observers . At the 

National Progressive Conventions of 1912 and 1916 , .:r . Shiras 

supported t he nominat i on of Col . Roosevelt by becomi ng a dele-

gate- at - lar ge from Mich1gan and a member of the Committ ee on 

Resolutions and Platform. 

The Roosevelt - Newett l ibe l case i n 1913 marked another 

impor t ant miles tone in their fr iendshi p. George (lJ Newett , a 

newspaper editor in Ishpeming, ~1ch1gan, had publicly accused 

Col . Roosevel t, on hearsay evidence , of be i ng an habitual drunkard ; 

whereupon the Colonel , with his customary ener gy and wisdom, de -

cided to go strai ght to t he heart of the matter by suing Newett 

for l ibel . The t r i al took pl ace in J.!arquetr.e i n i.'ay , and t.nrougnout 



tne aays of its proceedings , ~r . Roosevelt and a number 

of his witnesses were guests of Mr . Shiras at the latter ' s 

bouse on R1dge Street. 'fhe remaining members of the party were 

quartered with other members of the family . Colone l Roosevelt 's 

friends had urged him to retain as counsel a well- known eastern 

lawyer; and it is a tribute to his brilliant insight that he 

preferred a local attorney as the man who could put his case 

most effect1vel1 before a local Jury . His witnesses, most of 

them friends of long standing and prominent 1n national affairs, 

included -------- ~ -~- ~r~:;:uu ipj¼:C.?!.~a~~r,ou 
w!!1;,§ef.]J, As the testimony proceeded, the flimsiness of the 

defendant ' s case became increasingly apparent , until at length 

~r . Newett stood up 1n open court. retracted his charges and 

apologized. Feel i ng himself amply vindicated, Col. Roosevelt 

waved the question of damages and accepted (r,:que~t~~_j) a 

verdict of six cents - a gracious gesture which added to the 

popular approval of his victory . 

An amusing incident occurred on the second or third 

evening of the trial , when Col . Roosevelt and a number of his 

party were dining with ~r . Shiras . During a discussion of the 

day ' s testimony, in which witness after witness had testified to 

Colonel ' s abstemious hab1 ts , " r. Shiras re:narked quietly : "Colonel, 
• 'i "'" if this evidence keeps up much longer , you will~ to believe 

it yourself!" Col . Roosevelt looked startled for a moment , then 

joined in the roer of laughter that followed . Roosevelt ' s char-

acteri stic t houghtfulness was instanced on anothe r occasion when 

Lr. Shir as , entering the library, found his guest busily at work 
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upon a lette r . 11Shiras" 0 said the l a tter , 111 1 11 bet you can 1 t 

guess to whom I ' m writing ~" ''You 're writing to your good w1fe" , 

w&s the reply . "7,ell, you ' re r1sht in one way"• agreed tl:e 

Colone 1, 11 except that you've got the w1 ves mixed. I I m wri t1nr 

to your good wife~ 11 -ihereupon a c harming bread-and- , utter let -

ter was duly d ispatched to l'rs . Sh1ras in Ormond. (i,asM.ngton?) 

PUBLI CATION I ~ 300:!i: rem .. OF LIFE I S .. o:u( 
AS /I NtTUJALIST 

It is a pity that Col . Roosevelt could not have lived 

to see the co~pl e t1on of the great work th~t :..r . Sh1ras had 

es-:;ured him would eventually e publ ished 1n book form. In 

October, 1935> appeared the first ed1t1on, in t~o vo! u:r.es, of 

"Hunting 7,11d L1fe with Ca!Zlera and Flashlight . A Record of 

Sixty- five Years I Visits to the 7iooda and "'iaters of ~iorth A!llerica. " 

Publist.ed b1 t he National. Geographic Society• nnd illustrated 

with 950 photographs by the a~thor, it was issued with the gener-

ous consent on t he part of !'r . Shiraa to waive all royalt ies , in 

order that a moderately priced work m!ght reach as ~any readers 

as possible . Critic and public alike hailed 1t as o lasting 

:i:onJa:ent to t.hc l ife work and genius of its author . No more 

po'l'!erful a,:,gument :·or the appreciation ond conserve.t ion of our 

van1sh1n0 American ;,,ild life could be de'\"!aed . ''H1s breadth of 

i n terest and n1s 1llum1nnt1ng comments on ~hat he has seen con-

st1t '-'te cuch a ct,"lr!?"1n5 whole that they f r equentl y remind one of 

the clas£1c records .:?3de by rilbert ''ih1te of <=elbovrne" , wrote 

Dr . E. ; • •·elsor. 1n the foreT:ord . ''Puch ?f his e.b111 ty to pre-

Dent so 1nterestingll' and log ically his observations 1s due to 

h is long t r a1n1ng in the legal pro fession, co--:bined with his €,;1fts 
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a s a nat ural 1st". Hi s p!".otograpr 1c art 11as l i ke ned t o t he 

p1c t or1al art of A~dubon . 

Unfortunately Mr . Shiras was traveling i n the f ar 

we st <l) wben proofs of t he f irst edit ion we re addr essed to 

h1m 1n Marquet te , e :~~--gto7i!) s o tbat he was unable t o make 

a large nu mber of cor rections he considered neces sary i n text , 

captions and arrange ment . A r evised second ed1 tion, nov,ever • 

publ1s bed 1n Se pt emoer , 1936, d i d much to rec t ify these 

error s ; and an enl arged third edition ls now being contempl ated , 

which ~111 incorporate another five years ' observa tions and 

pictures . 

For many yeRrs after hi s retirement from Congres s , 

:1r . Shiras was actively inter ested i n Feder e l and s tate me as ures 

perta ining to gace cor.serve.tion . Ae h ,e f rom the : ederal prot ec -

tion of migratory birds , he believed t h&t his most ef fective 

practi ca l work to this end was hi s early and p rsistent support 

of t he " buck la'!'!'" protect1n6 does and fawns . Upon the general 

enactcent of tbiE law he felt the per ll?anent supply of our 

antlered animals lar ge ly depends . Ee poinled out that "if a 

farcer hed as many roosters ns t:ens , or as .rany bulls es cows , 

and kil led the eac:e regardless of eex he v·ould be regarded ae one 

e o l acking in comcon s ense as to r aise sus picion of r,1<: s anity" . 

His final contribution to the c ause of conservation wa s the so-

c a lled Sh1raa Gun Lal'! in .1'.1ch1gan , which the State Legielsture 

passed 1n 1925 . It prohi ~ite the carry1r-g of a gun 1n any hunti ng 

area 1n the State in the c l osed s eas on. It had been pre vious l y 



estlmated t hat at least half the deer klll ed ln the State, 

and t hese mostly does and f awns , were shot durlng the closed 

season. Thls law made t he convlct1ng of vlolaters so simple t hat 

lt had a prompt and s atls fac tory effect . It ls the first l aw 

of the kind and should be enacted i n other States ; for under the 

u.aual statutes , convict1ng offender s who kill game out of season 

ls difficult . 

Among t he many honors conf erred upon ~r . Shlr as during 

his lifetime was the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Sci ence , re-

ceived from Trini ty College, Hartford , 1n Ju?e , l Yl ~ . Another 

recl pi ent of thls degree , at t he s ame t ime and ln the s ame place , 

was Theodore Roosevelt; and the occasion marked th• laet meeting 

between the two ol d fr iends . 

wttb T.R: ~er:',i f desired~ In April , 1921, a prominent group ~-··••1Pl•----- ··• _... 
of Mr . Sh.1ras ' fellow workers i n t he conserva tion field pr esented 

h i m wi th a handsome and appropriately engraved s ilver ser vice , 

accompani ed by the fcllewing let ter: 

Dear ~ . Shiras: 

You and I do not hol d with the cynic 's v i ew that 

"The evil t hat men do lives. after t nem, 
The good ls oft i nterred wlth thelr bones . M 

r.e beli eve i ns tead t bat somehow, someti me , the average 
man receives about all the credit due him f or whatever 
he has done . 

Neve r theless men ' s memor·ies a.re abort . 3ecause 
today there ls a Federal Migratory Bird La'l7 which 
has great ly increased the numbers of our migratory 
birds , s ome people s eem t o t ake 1t for granted that 
t his law was a normal outgrowth of the general effor t 
f or game protection , and ac ce pt 1t rather a s a m~tter 
of course . 

Those who have been long f au,111ar wit h the prog-
ress of the work done to ppotect wild life, r ecognize. 
bowever, t hat 1t was your gen ius which discovered the 
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legal d1st1nction between animals that are 
m1gratory and thoee t h• t are s edentary , or 
local . Through t i.le discovery we owe you the 
greatest single accomplishment ever made 1n 
wildlife protection. Ro 1:1&n has rendered a 
service 1n t his respect so great a s yours . 

We w1sh to g i ve some s light mater ial ex-
pression to the gratitude we feel for that 
service, and so we are sendi ng you a personal 
reminder of the great work that you have done , 
which reminder 1s also an evidence t hat we 
forget neither the work not• hi m who performed 
it . 

Yo11rs sincerely, 

New York City, N. Y. 
April 30th, 1921. 

GEORGE BIRD GRI NNELL 

American Game Protective Association 
a oone and Crockett Club 
Camp Fi r e Club of America 
National 4ssoc1ation or Audubon 

Soc i ties 

~r . Sh1ras served as a trustee of the National Geo-

graphic Society from 1908- 40 . He was Vice- president of t he 

American Game Protective Association f rom 1912- --; a me mber of 

t he Advisory Boar d of the Migratory Bird Treaty Regul ations, 

Department of Agriculture , from 1914 ---; and president of the 

Kabawgam Hotel Co ., ~ichigan. ~teiD He belonged to t he Boone ... 
and Crockett Club of New York , the Explorer ' s Club of New York , 

tbe Cosmos Club of Washington, and was an Honorary ~ember of the 

Rotary Club of Uarquette. After the sudden death of his wife in 

September, 1938 , he resided permanently in Uarquette . Here , 1n 

spite of 111 health occas i oned by a progressive r adium burn 1n 

the 1nner ear , he uorked upon the ~any projects that absorbed his 

attention. A:i:-ong these were a biography of h1s father, George 

Sh1ras, Jr .; an account of his f riendshi p w1th Theodore Roosevelt; 

a volume describing his career a s a lawyer and l aw- maker ; a~d the 

- 27-



r 

proposed t b1rd edition of h i s two- volume work on wild l i f e . 
It 1e per haps c:.s a c her ished benefactor , even more 

t han as a dis tinguished natural:.st , t hP.t '.Lr . Shirae will 
tel always be r e me mber,.._ in t'arque tta . In 19-- ha presented a club 

house to t he Ua.rquette Federation of ~omen ' s Clubs . witu a small 
endowment , accommodating f i fteen aux1li ary as sociations. In 19--
he tur ned over to the city a beautiful t r act or l and known as 
Pi cn ic Rocks Park, with a t hous a nd fee t of fron tage on the beach 
and bordered by a recreational fores t . Due also to h1s un-
tailing ge ne rosity was t he const ruction of one of the l ar ge st 
and be at equipped ~unici pal sw1mm1ng pools i n t he country , 
located at ?resq•.te Isle, an-:1 compl eted f or publ1c use 1n 1921 . 
With ~rs . Sh1ras and a few f r iends , he fi nanced the erection 
in 19-- of a modern f1re- proof ~otel, ( rr,e ~lortt:land) over-
l ooking Lake Superior . more wit h t he ide a of 1ncreasin~ L£r-
que tt ' s attract1on as a resort t han of C!ak~ng a profi t . 
A ~ock and Tater 1arden a t the lllOt.;th of Dead River, illumi nated 
at night during the summer montho . ~nd , i nci dentally , marki ng the 
eite of h1s first ca ~ping tri p as a boy 1n 1870, ~as another of 
hie gifts . And he wee the donor , 171th !.:re . Shi ras , of a conai-
de r Rbl e trust fund ca l led The Shiras I nstitute . incorpor ated i n 
1938 for t he beaut 1f i cat1on , as well ae the r ecreati onal and 
cultural activities , of ~•arquette and v i cin1ty . ~~c_:_?e~_;) 
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TENTATIVE .3IOC.iA:-r.ICAr. SK 'TCH OF 

GZO ,3:.. ~t- :::.v.S 3rd 

George Shiras 3rd - la~yer, la~,ater, and faunal 

naturalist - was born in \llegheny , r- a ., (now the North Side 

of fittsburgh) on January l , 1859. Son of ueorge Shiras J~ . 

and Lillie~- (r.ennedy) Shiras , both of Pittsburgh, he was 

descended froQ a Scottish ancestor , Peter Shiras , who ca~e 

to Atterica and settled in :·t. holly , : .J ., ':lbout 1765, later 

removi ng to Pittsburgh . George Shiras Sr ., grandson of Peter 

Shiras and grandfather of George Shiras 3rd, was married to 

Eliza Herron, daughter of the ~ev . "'rancis Herron, famed third 

paster, from 1811- 1850, of Pittsburgh ' s First Presbyterian 

ChJrch . Two of his sons, George Shiras Jr . and Oliver Perry 

Shlras , eventually become distinguished Jurists - the former 

being appointed straight from his practice of law in Fitts-

burgh to the United States Supreme Court by President ttarrison 

in 1892, the latter settling in Dubuque , Iowa, where he served 

for twenty- one years as United States District Judge . 

Early 1n his career, George Shiras 3rd determined to 

follow his father , l}eorge Jr ., into the practice of law . 

Zntering Cornell Uni versity from Phillips Exeter A ademy in 

1877, he graduated in the course of "History and Political 

Science" in 1U81, choosing as his U,esis a study of the United 

States Consti tution. It was at Cornell that he oecame an inti-

cate friend of Colonel E . touse , a classmate and orother 

cember i n the Al pha Delta t hi fraternity , who was later L O be 

facous as .rre ident tioodrow ,iilson ' s personal representative 1n 

Euro,e during the '.\orld l'iar . 

I r 
I 
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In the Fall of 1881, 'Jeorge Shiras 3rd entered t he 

Yale Law School , where , in his Senior Year , he was honored 

with the election to the presidency of the de bati ng soci ety 

known as the Kent Club . Muc h to the astonishment of his 

clas smates , however, he decli ned the office , declaring that 

he preferred to remain active on the floor . At t hat t i me the 

Tari ff was a subject of nation- wide discusoion, and i t was 

upon th1s theme t hat moot of the debates had raged for several 

years among the members of the society . rt was t herefore not 

surprising that rr . Shirae, upon hiG graduation f r om the Yal e 

Law School i n 1883 , c hose as his t hesis: "The Const1tutional1ty 

of the Protective Tariff" . Returning t o Pittsburgh in the 

same year , he was admitted to t he Pennsylvani a Bar and began 

the practice of law with his fat her . When the latter was ap-

pointed to the u. s . Supreme Court , t he younger man a ssumed his 

father ' s business and became the senior member of the law f i rm 

of Shiras and Dickey , i n which he cont i nued until he retired 

from practice i n 1904. 

EUBSR Of PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE, 1889- 1890 

~eanwh1le, politics had begun to command his attention, 

pri ncipally oecause of his aversi on to the r uthless politica l 

machine t hat domi nated Pennsylvani a . His pa~phlet attacki ng the 

pendi ng nomination to the United States Senate of Colonel ~.s . 
Quay in 1887 caused a sensation throughout the State . He was 

r......_,..,,.,_,;. 
elec t ed to t he PtU,eb at 3i. House of Re presentatives for toe t erlil 

18~9- 1890 on an anti- ring ticket , the next- to- youngest of all 
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tbe 204 member s of t hat body . Here his term of office was 

notable for its aut horshi p of extensive legislation, i t s 

succes s fu l oppositi on t o monopolies and machi ne poli t ics. 

His appointment a s t he only novi t i ate member to t he Jud ici ar y 

Gener al Commi ttee was i n i tself a signal honor . He was also 

one of the three new member s of the House t o be awarded a 

chairmans hi p - t hat o f Feder al Re l ations ; and he was made 

Secretary of Geologi cal Survey and a member of the Committ ee on 

Banks . One of tbe first measures to be pushed through both 

br anches of the Legislature was t he Hi gh School Bill, whose 

pr ompt passage by t he House was secured by Mr . Sbi ras, thus 

ensuring the completion of the handsome build i ng on Sher man 

Avenue, Al legheny . Mr . Shi ras a l so succeeded in securing for 

t he Home for t he Friendles s of Al l egheny an a ppropriation of 

i 6,000 - one of the f ew count y bills for chari t abl e i nstitutions 

neither cut down nor ve toed by the executive . He i ntroduced and 

passed a bill extendi ng and r e ne wi ng the Charters of St ate Banks , 

upon whi ch de pended t he corporate l ife of the famous old 8ank of 

Pi ttsburgh . Of wider interest t o t he St ate at l arge was t he bill 

passed by hi m enabling St ate Banks to become Nationai Banks, with 

f unctions more 1n kee pi ng wi th the needs of t he t i me. He was i n 

c har ge of an i mport ant measure enlargi ng t he Juri sdiction of t he 

Or phans Court , provi di ng f or the saf e t ransfer of trust funds to 

Trus tees 1n another St a te or Territory , wherever t he persons 

bene f i c i ally i nt erested bad removed t o s uch State or Territory 

to permanent ly resi de . And he was responsibl e , virtuall y s1nsl e-

banded and 1n the f ace of threats agai nst his own projects , for 
- 3-
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tbe defeat of t he notorious "Grade Crossing flonstrosity" 

(Houae 5 111 No . 52) , wbicb was considered the greatest corpora-

t i on grab of the session . Tbis measure, purport i ng to be for 

the "protection of life and property in cities of the f irst and 

second class", was i n fac t a scheme to prevent t he buildi ng of 

any more rival r a ilroads in the State, and furt her, to compel 

the c i t i es to spend millions i n t he behalf of existing cor pora-

t i ons . Mr . Sh1ras was the f i rst to s ound t he alarm the i nstant 

t be nature of the bill was detected. After his bitter denuncia-

tion of tbe measure on the floor of the House ( and he al one 

spoke against it on final passage) , the large commercial ex-

c hanses 1n Philadelphi a and Pi ttsburgh became aroused to its 

dangers and passed resol uti ons condemni ng it. 3eyond a doubt, 

it was owing largely t o t he courageous speeches and effecti ve 

work of ~ . Shirae, t hat the taxpayers of Pi ttsbur gh, Allegheny 

and Philadelphia were saved millions of dol lars, and t heir com-

munities freed from a measure t hat made new rai lroad enter9r 1ses 

an 1mpossibility . Followed the defea~ through~. Sh1ras1 e f-

forts, of the bill for Female Superintendent s in public hospitals; 

and lastly , his r esolution f or the i mpeachment of Judge J . W. F. 

White, {!ih@ and the adJourment of t he I..eglelature 1n ord6r to 

avoid saQe, with its aft ermatb of t en years or political con-

trover sies . 
THE c o :,TROVERSY ',7ITH BAYNE AND STONE 

On ret i ring from the Legislature i n 1890, ru- . Shi ras , 

moved by an ulterior mot ive, {mlat mot1ve1) unexpectedly an-

nounced his cand i dacy for his party 's nom1nat1on t o Congress 

agai nst Col onel Thomas Jl . Bayne , . 6hy not name part .ij'J i n what 
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wae then the 29th Distr ict, compr i s i ng the north side or 

Al l eghtUlY County . Congressman Bayne had been for seventeen 

years one of the zost promi nent and a pparently popular l ead-

ers i n the St ate . Ae t he period r emaini ng before t he Con-

f r eesi onal pr1maries wae t hen very s hort, a bout three weeks,ur . 

Sbiras bad l i ttle time t o set up bi s de l egates J and f ew believed 

t hat t he yout hful cand i dat e could defeat h1s more experienced 

opponent . However, t he contest was much c l oser t hen expected, 

for while Bayne had t he ~aJor 1t y or the delegates t o t he con-

venti on, ~r . Shi r as had t he maJor i t y of t he popul ar vote . JCr . 

Sb1ras the r e upon announced t ha t a motion would be made to de -

cl are t he nom1nation of hi s opponent unani mous . 

But wnen the convention assem~led, there occurred one 

of the most d i sgraceful political coups ever recorded 1n Amer-

ican pol1t1cs . Af ter r eoe1vi ng and accepting the nog1nat1on, 

Bayne s uddenly announced his wi thdrawal, r equesting t hat t he con-

vention nominate Colonel William A. Stone , Uni ted States Dist rict 

At t orney , who, wi t h a pom,r ful organization be hind hi m, had long 

c herished t he ambi tion to succeed Bayne upon t he l a tter ' s re t ire-

ment . At t he t i me thi s political t heft t ook pl ace , a t hird of 

Ax. Sh1ras ' delegat~s had r e f used t o attend the convention, as 

they bad been de finite l y elected t o oppose Col . Bayne's contin-

uance 1n off i ce . And during t he upr oar followi ng . a number of 

Bayne's own delega tes de nounced t he de al ; eo t hat i f all Mr . 

Sbiras' delegates had been present , 1t would probably have been 

defeated , and Mr . Shirae himself nominated. The two strongest 

supporters or Col . Bayne 1 e r enomination had been t he morning and 
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afternoon party news papers . (Kgain, why not name ;;~tyj) Each 

now denounced the steal in the mos t virulent editor i als, one 

comment i ng: "Like two pick- pockets in a crowd, they ( 3ayne 

and St one] had agreed to raise a racket , and in the excitement , 

get away witb the wal.let which they coveted . Bayne snatched 

t he pr1ze , and in t he twinkling of an eye , passed 1t over to 

his pal , s tone, who stowed it Rway" . So i ncensed, in fact , 

was the whole com:nuni ty , that a mass- meeting of f ive thousand 

part y supporters at Carneg1e Hall roundly denounced the sub-

s titut1on of a cand1date who had never previously been before 

t he people . 

The final result was that t he County Committee com-

pel led Col onel Stone to relinquish bi s f raudulent nomination 

and run again . At f i rst Ur . Sbiras rerused to enter into another 

cont es t , but under standi ng better than the uninitiated voter t he 

i mport ance of the next elect~on, be yielded when t he people in-

sisted upon en opportunity of regis tering their protest against 

such polit i cal trickery . Before the new primari es , which 116 bad 

contri ved t o get pos t poned until September, hopi ng t hat the 

s candal. might "bl ow over " , Stone bad actively enlist ed in his 

own behal f tne entire city and county organizations and practi-

cally every orfice- nulaer , aggrega~ i ng more than 3000 voters, i n 

addition to local corporation , contractors , and t he usual ring 

benef1oiaries . Be hi nd i·r . Shiras were t he manufacturers , mer-

chants, mechanics , and most of the young Re publ i can workers . It 

1s significant t hat at t he pri maries !.'r . Shir e.a had a majority of 

twenty- rour delegates and r eceived a popular majori ty of al.most 



(, ... <}'-· ·~ 
three t housand votes, notwithatandi ng nearly ever y e lection 

" board. particularly i n the city ot Al legheny , was against him, 

and 1n many i nstances threw out his majority and awarded the 

cr edentials to the opposing de legates . In fac t , Just previous 

to the meeting of the convention, it was accurately ascertained 

t hat nineteen of his de legates were either counted out or t heir 

credentials t ransferred to friends of Stone after the election. 

Contests were now entered and notice i mmedi atel y 

served; but when the convention met. the Chairman refused to 

r efer these contests to the committee provided for under the 

party rules , or to permit any testimony to be t aken, although 

f ifty witnesses were pr esent . Af ter vain effort to obt a i n free 

play, ler . Shi ras' delegates attempted to leave t he hall• but 

Stone . fully aware of what would be the result of rejecting t he 

above contests, had ordered a squad of polic.emen stationed at 

the doors , whi ch were finally thrown open only after the latter's 

nominati on had been rushed through in the face of a gatherins 

riot. 
Again the community was 1n an uproar, and again the 

people protested against such an outrage - a protest which sub-

sequent i nvestigat1on proved to be fully Justified. tlr . Sb1ras ' 

delegat es met and unani mous l y nominated hi m as an inde pendent 

candidate against Stone; and a l though i t seemed certain that tbis 

nomination , with an aroused public at the polls , woul d result 1n 

hie election, llr. Shi ras felt i mpelled to decli ne it and resume 

h1s private practice of law . ~any, however, were the repercus-

s ions followi ng Stone ' s f raudulent nom1nation and subsequent 
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elect1on. l.layor Wyman of Allegheny . conv1cted of hav1ng 

accepted $10,000 to bet ray Mr. Sh1ras . was sentenced to tbe 

peni t entiary - a sentence which, after a personal a ppeal to 

t.u- . Sh1ras, was commuted to a term 1n t he Workkouse . The 
.._J 

Assistant Postmaster and Internal Revenue Coll ector were re-

moved . Postmaster- General Wanamaker of the Harrison Cabinet 

was t hreatened w1th i mpeac hment . And t hat s ame autumn, Colonel 

Bayne , broodi ng over h1s bet rayal of hie part y , committed su1-

c i de 1n Washi ngton. W1ll i am l' . Kennedy , an uncle of Mr . Sh1ras , 

was elected ltayor 1n Wyman I s pl ace , i nsuri ng Mr . Shi ras I nomi-

nation to Congress t he followi ng year, had the latter desired it. 

ELECTION TO THE 58th CONGRESS, 110~-

Upon the a ppo1ntment of bis fat her to the Uni ted 

States Supreme Court, Mr . Shiras f ormed the l aw f irm t hat largely 

succeeded to the former'e pract1ce, refusing t hereafter t o con-

s1der t he sol1c1tati ons of hls fr1ends to re- enter public 11fe. 

In 1902, however , he was tendered t he nom1nat1on to Congress by 

t he newly formed anti- ring Citizen's Party, organized f or the 

defeat of the corrupt local machine 1n Allegheny County . "Th1s 

nomination comes to me unsought. 11 he wrote in his letter of 

acce ptance, "and brings with 1t a very s erious responsib1lity . 

ley own personal wi shes , I may s ay t o you frankl y , are strongly 

agai nst a further part1c1pat1on 1n act1ve public l i fe . To re-

f use, however , to cooperate w1th you to such an extent as I may 

have t he ab111ty , at t h1s t 1me , would be to turn my back upon 

the principl es whic h have been dear to me all my lif e and upon 

the fr i ends whose aseoc1at1ons I value more h1ghly than I can 
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e xpress!' His opponent was w. H. Graham, who engineered t he deal 

t hat made Stone the nominee in 1890, and who succeeded Stone 

when the l a tter became Governor . The fal l elections resulted in 

the choice of t he entire Citi zen ' s ticket and in t he per manent 

downfall of the local mac hi ne . I n accepting t he nomination and 

election , Mr . Shiras made it clear ly understood that he woul d 

serve for a single term only , a t the end of which he would be 

free to resume his activit i es i n na tural his t ory and his s tudy 

of government al pr oblems . 

The 58th Congress (1903-05) to which Ur . Shiras waa 

elect ed as an avowed Re publ ican was cons pi cuous for sever al 

reasons . "Uncle Joe" Cannon of I l linoi s , long a political lead-

er, was elected for the f i rst time Speaker of the House; and 

among t he members were such not ables and f uture notaolee as 

G. s . 3rd t o fil l in names he wants here. At the 

head of t he National Administration was the indomitable f i gure , 

Theodore Roosevelt, who had recently succeeded to the Pres i dency 

upon t he tragic death of Will i am V.cKi nley . At that t i me , as at 

present, (i) t here was no standi ng commi t t ee on game protection 

1n t he House; therefor e J.lr . Sbi ras applied for and received ap-

pointment on the Publi c Lands Committ ee , part of whose Juri sdi c-

t i on i ncluded the creation of nat i onal parks and monuments in 

which he was particularly i nt erested . He wrote the report of the 

commit t ee recommendi ng the passage of t he Cushman bill creating 

El k National Park , later the Olympic National Monument 1n the 

Ol ympi c Forest Re serve, r.asbi ngton, and another report favoring 

sett ing aside t he unique pet rified f orest of Arizona. Both of 

t hese areas were afterwards made nat ional monuments . 
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Duri ng his second year on the Public Lands Committee 

t here arose a persistent demand in the East for the extension 

of Yellowstone Park southward into Wyomi ng in order to protect 

the larger game ani mal.a in the Upper Yellowstone Valley . where 

t he ani.mals f rom t he Park were the target of many bunters . A8 

t he only eastern member on this Co:nmi ttee • Mr . Shir as undertook 

to bring a bout t his proposed extension. Due to strong oppo-
;,,.o.,,J,,.1 ,.,. 11.~ Cr.,,..;,;,,. 

s1t1on, a comprom1se was f i .nally agreed upon. enau:U.ua tii!:e iiJ cw 
,., n" Wy .... , .. ., L~11:r/-. lv,e of ... (>(fr ........ .. +-

5l1lati~1e to c1eate a ;•1:111Bt game refuge on the lands 

adJoin1ng t he Park. This proposition was accepted by Mr . Sh1ras , 

and thus were brought about t he main objectives to be covered 1n 
Cff 

the proposed bill. ~eanwh1le, 1n the summer of 1904. Mr . Shiras 

bad visited Yellowstone Park for the purpose of famil i ari zing 

h i mself wi th the s ituation . There he hear d rumors t hat several 

moose had been seen on the s outhern boundary of the Park; and as 

this ani mal was not supposed to exist at that time in t he Rockies 

south of Canada• he decided to investigate . Ascending the Upper 

Yellowstone by canoe 1n three success i ve s easons . he found a 

large number of moose sequestered in the broad valley where for -

ests , mar&hlands . streams . and l ittle l akes provided an e xcellent 

all-the- year home . on his f i nal visit , Mr . Sh1ras est i mated the 

moose 1n this l ittle known district to number probably more 

t han 2000. whi ch was a surpri se to the Par k authorit i es . as well 

as to the outside world . Thue the newl y establ i shed ga me re fuge 

i n northern 7-yoming was Jue t in t i ioo to g ive protection and en-

l arged quart ers to the increas1ng moose . 
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THE MIGRATORY BIF~ BILL 

As his time in Congress a pproached an end , 1-{r . Shira& 

pr epared and intr oduced t he r evolutionary bill t hat was des-

tined to link his name forever with t he cause of cons e rvation -

tile now famous J.'1gratory Bird 8111 . Briefly , this bill provided 

for t he proh1b1tion of spring shooting at a t1~e when tens of 

t housands of mated wildf owl were slaught ered each season while 

on thei r way to the ir breedi ng grounds . At the same time a 

stop wns to be put to the devastating activities of hordes of 

mar ket bun ters who were solely interested in turning ducks into 

dollars . Shooting seasons were also to be materially s hortened 

and t he bag 11m1ts red uced to meet t he needs of the time . This 

measure was i ntroduced with no expectation or desir e t hat it 

should be g iven consideration in t he concludi ng days of t hat 

parti cular Consress. The idea of its author was t o lay before 

sportsmen and the country generally a proposition requir i ng 

long and careful consider at ion. As Ur . Shiras e xplained , the 

States l acked extraterritorial Jur1sdict1on and would not agree 

nor bring about by themselves unif orm laws and enfor cement . It 

had become c lear to him t hat a s ituati on had arisen t hat could 

be handled only bJ t he Federal Gover nment . 

The ~1Uatory 31rd Bill quickly r eceived nat i on- wide 

suppor t . Among 1ts early advocates was the Chief Executive , who 

wrote t he f olloT11ng ter se a pproval from t he iibite House on 

February 1, 1905: 

1y dear Ur . Shiraa 

I am ve r y much pleased with your 0111 
and am very g~ad we have ln Congress a man 
taklng so g reat an lnta rest in tne preser-
vation of our oirds ana Nature generaiiy . 
I partlculerly wanted w11d fowi to oe pro-
tec ted . 
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W1th hearty congr a tulations, 
Sincerely yours , 

THSODOR~ ROOSEVELT. 

In severa l succeedi ng t e rms Congressman Weeks of 

Uassachusetts reintroduced the bil l . Extended beari ngs were 

he ld on i t , a~d on March 4 , 1913 , 1t was enacted . When the Act 

c a me before t he Federal Courts , only two out of eight lower-

court Judges decided against its unconstitutionality. To meet 

future contingencies and to broaden its purpose , the essential 

provis ions of the Act were incorporated in a Migra tory Bird 

Treat y with Great Britain, s i gned August 16, 1916 . The consti-

tutionality of this treaty was later sustained by the United 

States Supreme Court on briefs bJ ~r . Shira s and other lawyers , 

thus confirmi ng t he right of our Nati onal Government to exercise 

1ts effective Jurisdiction over mi gratory birds , and at the s a me 

t ime provid i ng Canada with a similar Jurisdiction over 1ts vast 

domain. 

HEALTH UEASURES AND UON03RAPHS 

During hi s time in Congress Yr . Shiras str ongl y advo-

c a ted Federa l control both of contag i ous diseases and e pidemic 

c onditions , a l so contr ol of t he pollution of i n t ers t ate waters , 

as wel l as more extended medical research t t roughout t he country 

t o saf eguar d t he public health in many ways 1n which the se parate 

St ates lack power . To t his end he pr e pared and i ntroduced a 

bill to create a Uational De partment of Public He alth with cab i -

net re present a tion , in t he expectation t hat by r eason of the 

needed additional functions a broader J urisdiction would be 

establ ished t han t hen existed 1n t he sca t t ered he alth agenc ies 

of t he general gover nment . This would g ive it the s ame eff ective 
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authority t o protect man as has been given to the De partment 

of Agriculture t o foster and protect t he use f ul and cont r ol 

t he har mful plant and animal li fe o f the nation. He a l so ur ge d 

t he negotia tion of i n ternational treaties f or t he protection 

o f whales and other pelagic mammals threatened with extinction . 

After his ret i r e ment from Congress , Yr . Shirae wrote 

to educate the public in the foregoing ideas , a ser ies of mono-

graphs on the r eg ul atory powers of t he Federal Government . The 

series i ncluded: l . The Character a nd Extent of National 

Police Power; 2 . The Con!lti tut1onall ty of the lrt.i gratory 31rd 

Law: 3 . ThE: Health Jurisdiction of tbe Federal Gover nment; 

4 . The Constitutiona l ity of the Pr o tective Tariff (suggesting 

a nel1 t heory for i t s maint e nance) ; 5 . An American U)ague of 

Nations; 6 . The Unconeti~ut1onality of t he Canad i an Rec i procity 

Tarif f (the pet measure o f t he Taft admi nist r a tion , later quoted 

free ly in t he congress ional debates ) ; 7 . History of t he Orig i-

nal Migratory Bird Bill . Ot her similar papers deal t ~r i maril y 

with t he regulatry Jurisdiction of the Governcent and i ts rela-

tions to foreign na tions i n r egard to such matters. 

EARLY VISi i S TO ~ARQUETTE 

Aside , howeve r , from his i n t r oduction of the Migratory 

Bird Bill , i t was as a f auna l naturalist and amateur photographer 

o f wild ani mals t hat t'.r . Shiras gained bis world- wide reputation. 

His love of ~ild life and t he wilderness dated far back beyond 

t he above eve nt s in his Congr e s s iona l career. It was hi s at 

birth , a heritage from h1 s paternal ancestors . His great- grand-

f a t her , George Sh1r a s , had been a noted hunter and fisher man 1n 
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t be forested r egion a bout Pittsburgh . He had s hown bis t astes 
and hi s adven t urou s diaposition i n 1811 by putting t he f i r st 
steamboat on the Ohi o and i t s t r i butary headwat ers . It was a 
s mall craft , which be christened t be llfil!£ r.alton a nd which he 
and his f riends used f or f i sh i ng in t he loca l wat er s . And ~r . 
Shiras ' pat ernal gr andfat her, '}Gorge Sh1r as, bot n in Pittsburgh 
i n 1805 , was al so a l over of t he out- of- door s, be i ng especially 
devoted t o trout f ishi ng . having hoard marvelous t a les o f the 
fine s peckled t r out along the sou t h shore of Lake Superior, he 
went t here in the sum~er of 1849 and established vacation head-
qus.rt er s a t the vi llage of ''arquette . This was be fore locks 
had been built around t he Sault Sainte ~arie , and only a few 
scat t ered settleme nts exis ted 1n the ent i r e region. The excel-
l ent sport t:e enj oyed and t he beautieo of t he primitive wilder -
ne s s l ured hi m back each followi ng seoson unt i l his 89th year . 
And it was in 1859 t hat ~r . Shi r as ' fat her , George Shiras J r ., 
made bis firs t t r i p t o t his f i sher man ' s paradise . bM '1 

was delight ed r ith t he country , to wbic b he t hereafter 
made many pilgri mages unt i l be was 92 years of age . 

When ~eorge Shiras 3rd was eleven years old , in the 
sum:ter of 1870 , be was fi r s t t aken to ~arquette by his fat her. 
Here , at t he mouth of Ces d q iver , wi th throe boy companions be• 
tT1een tbe ages of ni :1e and twe l ve , he pitched hie first over-
night ca~p . During the n i ght the four intrepi d adventurers were 
nearly put t o r oute by the no1ee of an onrushi ng "f orest fire" , 
wh ich turned out to be a falls further 1nlond , and by the i ntru-
s ion of "bears " , whi ch turned out t o Je a s t ray Indi an dog . The 
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following summer. accompanied by J ack La Pete . an Ind i an guide 

who bad been f irst e mployed by his grandfat her in 1850, George 

Shi ras 3rd and his younger brother Wi nfield made a two days' 

Journey on foot to a beautiful little lake h l dden i n the f orest 

about twenty miles east of Marquette. There Jack had gone a 

year or t wo be fore , as a mail carrier on a r a ilroad survey , 

findi ng i n this virg in section many deer. fur-beari ng ani mals 

and fish . To thi s secluded spot, which he named Whitefish Lake, 

and near which he l a ter es t abl i s hed a family camp, 1eorge Shiras 

3rd returned for upwards of seventy years . "The natural beauties 

of this woodland haven, h wrote rr. Shiras , "and the i nteresting 

wild life inhabiting t he surround i ng fores t undoubtedly had a 

governing i nfluence in developi ng my career a s a sportsman-

naturalist. It was ther e t hat , as a pouthtul hunter, I s hot my 

firs t deer. There I took my f i rst daylight and flashlight photo-

graphs of wild life, and there I became an obser ving f i e ld natu-

ralist . Born and reared in Pennsylvania's greatest i ndustrial 

center, I l i ved duri ng most of my early years beneath a sun often 

obscured by clouds of s moke . At ni ght t ha t part of t he Ohio 

Valley r esembled an i nferno from the glare of blast fur naces, 

coke ovens, and many standpi pes s hooting l uri d f l a~es far over-

head i n wasteful consumption of t he natura l gas f rom adJoi ni ng 

oil fiel ds. The cont ract between such surroundings and those of 

my vacation periods beneath azure skies in a remot e forest re-

trea t suff iciently accounts, I bel i e ve , fo r the overpowering d d-

sire t ha t f i nall y caused me to .g i ve up the exactions o f a profes-

sional life that I mi ght be free to i nterpret the laws of nature 

rather t han those of man." 
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It 1'as in l,."arquette , i n 1885, t hat !'.r. Shira s 

married Frances p . White , daughter of Peter White , one of 

~ich i gan' e mos t famous pioneers a s well as founder and liberal 

benefact or of t he c i t y . Ther e his t wo chi ldren were born , (i) 
a s on and a daughter. The son, George Shiras 4th , l i ke his 

f ather, developed i n early life a deep love for t he wilds and 

became a s ki llful hunter, f i s herman and pho Lographer. Por about 

f our years aft er his birth t here was a remarkable peri od when 

f our generations of George Shira s es wer e all l iving at t he s ame 

time and often under t he same roof . Hence t he adoption of the 

numerals 3rd and 4t h f or the t wo younge s t Georges . to avoid 

confusion. The untimel y death of George Shlras 4th , i n 1915 , 

broke t he fami ly successi on and ended t he promise of a bri l liant 

career . 

INVENTOR Or FLASHLIGHT PHOTOGRAPHY 0F 'l, I LD LIFE 

About 1889, ~r . Shiras began to l ay aside his gun and 

ex per i ment with a c ame ra , in an attempt to obtai n per manent re-

cords of t he wild life about Whi tef ish Lake . As the result of 

t hes e early and persistent e nde avors he beca~e r ecogni zed as t he 

fa t her of T11ld life photography . He orig i nat ed and l'tas the f irst 

to advocate t he pastime of bunting wit h the c amer a in day t i me 

and at night . Hi s beautiful flas hlight pictures , t aken at a date 

when photographi c equipcient wae compar at ive l y c rude , were of such 

un i que and startli ng i nterest t hat when the United St ates Govern-

ment was preparing the oat eri al for its part i n t he World Exposi -

tion to be held i n Paris i n 1900 , the privilege of us i ng a set of 

bromide e nlargements of them, as well as g lass transparencies , 
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was off'_cially req uested . At t his Parts Exposition , the Judges 

i n the Forestry Division expressed the general appreciation of 

t his exh i bit by t he hi ghest award , the Gold :.'edal and diploma . 

On l earni ng of the dis play and visiting it , t he i nterna tional 

Jury i n t he Photogr a phic Divis ion asked permi ssion and awarded 

t heir hi ghest prize , a silver medal, to Mr . Shiras , who bad not 

enter ed his work in their exhibit . Four years l a t er , in 1904, 

at the Louisiana Purchase Expositi on i n St. Louis , the Shiras 

photographs of wild li fe received the Grand Pr ize . 

Brief l y sta ted, George Shir as 3rd, t he orig i nal advo-

cate of wild life photography , was ( l) the fir st to photograph 

in daytime wild animals or birds from a canoe or blind ; ( 2) the 

f irs t to get autooatic daylight pi ctures of wild animals by 

their touchi ng a string across a t r ail or pulling on bait attached 

to a string operati ng the shutter of a camera; (3) the f i rst t o 

operate the camera a t a dist ance by a string running f rom a bli nd ; 

(4) the nrst t o invent a means for picturi ng animals from a 

c anoe by hand flashlight; (5) t he first to i nvent a means to ob-

tain automa tic flashlight photogr a phs f or which the animal s or 

birds fired the flash; (6) the fi rst t o use t wo flashlights and 

t wo camera , one set picturing the animal when quiescent and t he 

o ther set , a second later, showing t he animal i n action when 

alarmed by the explosion of the first, fla:.hlig ht; (7) t he first 

to photograph wild life, by day or n i ght , wi th a double - l ensed 

camera for t he purpose of obt aini ng stereoscopic pi ctures ; and 

(8) t he f i r st to practice wing shooting with the camera by me ans 

of a spec i ally devised a pparatus by which wild fowl and shore 

birds can be photographed when flyi ng f r om 50 to 75 miles an hour . 
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All of Mr. Shiras' basic i nventions wer e covered 

by broad patents •taken out in the United States and several 

other countries , and then dedicated to the free use ot the pub-

lic, to prevent their commercial exploitation. But t he slow 

response of manki nd to new ideas is illustrated by t he fact 

t hat despite the beeuty of those early wild like flashl ight 

photographs , it was some twelve years after he had revealed 

his methods and the1r results , t hat others began to emulate his 

efforts. Among his marked characteristics, and one t hat may be 

noted as rather uncommon, was t he sympat hetic and generous 

fr iendliness with wh1ch he always viewed t he work of others in 

the f i eld he had made particularly his own. And al.though he 

al ways appr eciated the permanent sc i entific val ue of his photo-

graphic and other s t udies as contributi ons to t he life histories 

of many s pecies , he was espec i ally pl eased by the i r effec t on 

t he public from a recreational point of view . !le felt that one 

of t he most valuable results of his work was to proa:ote a great er 

general i nterest in the out-of- doors. 

FI ELD TRIPS, D:SCOVERIES AND ':AGAZI.IE AR-rICLES 

ur . Sh1ras scrupulously made it a point not to photograph 

animals i n parks or reservat1ons , the onl y except ion bei ng i n the 

case of the wilderness val ley of the Upper Yellowst one . Prior to 

his i ni tial and wi dely acclaimed publication in the NATIONAL 

GEOGRAPH IC YAGAZI NE, in 1906 , he contributed t o many magazines and 

per1odicnls. Thereafter , ass steady contributor of profusely 

illustrated art1clee the ~EOGRAPHIC , h1s field trips covered 

many thousands of miles , from Alaska to Panama , and f rom Newfound-

land to the Rockies. Takin5 pho tographs and me.ki ng notes, whet her 
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of animals or of birds, he made one or more Journeys t o the 

~ilds of New Brunswick and Ontario , t he eastern shor e of 

Vi~ginia, Currituck Sound in North Caroline , Cumberland I s land 

1n Georgi a , t he Bahamas, t he Louisiana marshes , ~astern r•xico, 

Gatun Lake 1n the Canal Zone, t he Yellowstone National Park 

r gg1on , the Ka1bab Plateau i n Arizona,~ tbe Kenai ?en1nsula 

and Admiralty Isl and , bot h in Al aska . Often tempted to vi sit 

tbe bi g game f i el ds of East and Central Afr ica , l.'.r . 5h1ras waa 

al ways convinced, on second t hought , that his f oremost dut y lay 

in acquainting the peopl e of the Uni ted States with tbe wild 

life of their country , and of the continent as a whol e , and 

in i nteresti ng t hem 1n 1t to such an extent t hat they would de-

sire to mai ntai n and upbuild it. 

In 1908- 09 he discovered a new s pecies of moose on 

Upper Yellowstone River , which Dr . E. VI . Nelson , Chi ef of the 

u. s . 31ological Survey , named Aloes amer1cana shirae1 1n bis 
bl• cl< 

honor - Just as 1n 1913 a new and per manent phase of the Great 
" Brown 3ear of Al aska was discovered by bis eon George Sbiras 4t h, 

and later named !k!!._~ s hiras1 by t he emi nent aut hor ity, Dr . C. 

Hart ~err1am . oetweea exped itions , llr . Shirae cont i nued to 

atudy and photograph r. i l d life a t his summer home 1n Uarquette , 

bis forest - ringed cottaf;e in .. esley neigt:ts , :.ashi ngton , D. c., 

and h1e winter home in Ormond , F1.orida . A painstaking habit of 

making acc urate notes, formed as early as 1875, toget her with 

a reraarksble abil i ty to draw conclusi ons from observed data , 

added i mmeasurabl y to tho per manent value of his work , whi ch he 

leavened wi th a keen sense of ki ndly humor. H1s eight GZCO:-hi' l1I C 

articles , contri buted over a period of twent y- six yeors , were as 

follows: - 19-



Photographing Wild Game with r lashlight and Camera. July ,1906. 

One Season ' s Game- aag with the Camera, June , 1908 . 

A Flashlight Story of an Al bino Porcupi ne and of a Cunni ng 

but Unfortunate Coon. June , 1911 . 

Whi te She e p, Giant J.'oose , and Smaller Game of the Kenai 

Peni nsula , Alaska . 1:ay , 1912 • 

~1ld Ani mals That Took The i r Own Pictures by Day and by 

Ni ght . July , 1913 

Nature ' s Transforma tion a t Panama : Remarkable Changes i n 

Faunal and Phys i c a l Condit i ons in the Gatun Lake 

~e gion. August , 1915 . 

rhe Wild L1~ o f Lake. Superi or , Past and Present; The Habi ts 

or Deer, !loose , Wol ves , 3eavers , !'uskrats, Tr out, and 

Feathered IVood- f ol k Studi ed w1tb Camera and Flash-

l i ght. August , 1921. 

Wild Li fe of the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts : A f ield Naturalist ' s 

Photographic Record of Nearly Half a Ce ntur y of Fruit-

ful Sxplora tion. September , 1932. 

J..ET r:::,~s ~nor, G IL:lERT GlOV':S'W« AND T:::OCJR::: ROOSEVELT 

/1.s ::r . Shiras ' collection of negatives resulting from 

his f i eld work grew t o large proportions , he decided that t he 

entire se~ies of about 2 , 400 sub jects should be preserved and made 

useful t o others in t ne fu t ure . For t his p:.ir pose be presented 

the collection to the Nat1on~l Geographic Society, wt.ere it has 

been made available t o the Soc i ety ' s great educational work . In 

acce pting t his i nvaluable contri bution, Dr . Gi lbert Grosvenor, 

President of The Society , wr ote i n pArt on ~ovember 17, 1928 : 
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"We realize the tremendous h1stor1c and scient1flc va lue of 

your col lection of negatives which you have made during a 

peri od of nearl y ·fort y years i n all part s of North Americe . 

For fut ure generations desiring to study natur al life as it 

was 1n the original winderness . your superb and uni que collec-

tion of pictures will be i ndispensable. The fi r s t collect i on 

of pictures which you gave t his Society enabled it to pr i nt 

t hat historic number ' Photographing r. i ld Grune with Fl ashlight 

and Camera ' . in J uly, 1906 and s t arted t he organization on a 

pa th of usefulness 1n the promotion of public i nterest i n t he 

natural scenic and wild- life resources of the Uni ted States t ha t 

brought The Soc i ety much credit and has also greatly a s sisted in 

conserving t hese treasures . " 

Fr om about the time the firs t Geographi c article ap-

peared. The odore R>osevelt » then President of the United States , 

became especially intereste d in !.!r . Shiras ' work as a field 

naturalist and repeated l y i nsis ted , i n conve rsations and in let-

ter s . that the remarkable store of i nf'ormation possessed 'oy such 

an experienced naturalist must be publi shed. His first lett er on 

t he sub ject was written from Oyster BaJ on July 14, 1906: 

'.y Dear Sh1ras: . 

I nave been looki ng t r.ro~gh your photo-
graphs i n t he NATIONAL GEOG~PHI C ~AGAZINE . Now, 
ms dear sir, no other work you can do (~ot even 
going to Congress: s till less . writing articles 
for pa:nphlets or magazines utter ly evanescent i n 
c haracter ) is as i mport ant a s f or you to write a 
bi g book - a book of bul k as we l l a s worth , in 
which you shall embody these pictures and the re-
sults of all your i nvaluable notes upon the habi ts, 
not only of game but of t he numeeoaa other wild 
creatures that you have observed. I feel strongly 
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that this country stands much lllOre in need 
of the work of a great outdoor faunal natural-
ist than of the work of any number of closet 
s pecial ists Rnd microscopic t issue- cutters. 
Do go nhead and do this work t 

Sincerely yours , 

Th~ODOR.E ROOSEV!:LT 

rnu:tu>SHI P V'/ITH ThEODORE ROOSEVELT 

This let ter paved the way to an i ntimate f riendship 

bet ween l.ir . Sbiras and Colonel Roosevelt which continued until 

the l atter ' s death in 1919 . ~uch of it was occupied with per -

sonal di scussion and corres pondence about American wild life 

and its protection . In 1907, this pair of eminent natural ists 

united i n de nounci ng the worke of certain natur e - fakers , and 

particularly tboae of the Rev. William J . Long , whose mi sleading 

statements r egardi ng the habi.ts of North American ani mals, i n 

t he form of popular storles, seemed l i kel y t o undo much of the 

educati onal work achi~ved by consc i ent i ous obser vers. At the 

National Progressive Conventions of 1912 and 1916, 1.1r . Shiras 

s upported t he nomination of Col. Roosevelt by becomi ng a dele-

ga te- a t - large from Uichlgan and a member of the Committee on 

Resolutions and Platform. 

The Roosevelt - Newett l ibel case in 1913 marked another 

i mportant milestone in their friendshi p . George@ Newett , a 

newspaper editor i n Ishpeming, ~ichigan , had publicly accused 

Col. RoOS$Velt , on hearsay ev1dence , of be i ng an habitual drunkard; 

whereupon the Colonel , wi th his customary ener gy and wisdom, de -

cided to go straight to t he heart of the matter by su1ng Newett 

for libel. The tri al took place in '!.!arquett.e 1n ~•ay , and t. nrougnout 
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i:.ne Q, aays of i ta pr oceedings , ~r . hoose veJ. t and a number 

of h1s w1tneesee were gues t.a o f Yr . Shiras at the latt er 's 

house on Rldge Street . The re mai ning members of the party were 

quartered with other members of the fawily . Colonel Roosevelt ' s 

friends had urged him to retain a s counsel a well- known e astern 

iawyer; and it is a tribute to hie brill i ant i nsight t pat he 

preferred a local attorney as the man who coul d put his c aoe 

most effectivel , before a local Jury . His witnesses , moa t of 

them fr iends of l ong stand i ng and prominent i n na tional affairs , 

i ncluded ___ _ ____ (G.~ . 3rd , f ill in 11s t of names you 

went here ) . /\s the testimon,y proceeded, t he flia:s1ness of t he 

defendant 's case became i ncreasingly appare~t , until at length 

~r . tre wett s t ood up i n open court , retracted his charges and 

apologized. Pee l i ng h i mself ampl y vindicated, Col . ~oosevelt 

waved the question of damages and a cce pted Eq~~ a 

verdict of six cents - a grac ious gesture which added t o the 

popular approval of his victory. 

An amusing i ncident occ•.lrr ed on t he second or third 

even i ng of t he tr1al, when Col . Roose velt s nd a number of his 

party wer e d i n i ng with ::r . Shi ras . During a d1ac:.ission of tt,e 

day 's testimony , 1n v1h1ch witness after witness no.d testified to 

Colonel' e abste :n1ous habit s , .. r. Sh1ras r~mor ked qu tetlJ" : ''Colone l , ~;~> if t hi s evidence keeps u p ILucb l onger , you will to belie ve 

1t yourself !" Col . Roosevel t looked i; tartled f or a mom!mt , then 

Jo ined i n t he roar of laughter that followe d . Hoosevelt 's c nnr-

acter1st1c t nougr t fulneas wau i nstanced on anoth,., r occe.s i on when 

~r . Shires, enter i ng the l i br ary , f ound h1e guest butily a t r.ork 



upon a letter. "Sh1rae" , said the latter, "1 •11 bet you can ' t 

guess to whom I'm writins ~" "You're wri ting to your good w1fe" , 

was t be re ply. "\'fell , you ' re right in one 'flay", agreed t he 

Colonel , "except that you ' ve got the wives m1xed . 1•m writing 

to your good wife ! " r:hereupon a c her ming bread- and- butter let-

ter was duly dispatched to r.lrs . Shiras in Ormond. {ff~sA+•~~?!D 
PUBLICATION I N SOOK FOR~ OF LIFE •s WORK 

AS A NATURALIST 

It is a pit y that Col. Roosevelt could not have lived 

to see the compl e t ion of the great work t ha t ~r . Shiras had 

assured h i m would eventually :->e published 1n book form. In 

October, 1935 , appeared the first edition, in two volumes. of 

"Hunti ng Wild L1fe ,11th Camera and Flas hlight . A Record of 

Sixty- five Years • V1s1ts to the Woods and Waters of North America. " 

Published by the National Geographic Society , and illustrated 

with 950 photographs by the author , it was issued with the gener-

ous consent on the part of Mr. Shiras to wa1ve all royal ties, ~n 

order that a moderately priced work might reach as many readers 

as possible . Critic and public alike bailed 1t as a lasting 

monu!l!ent to the l1fe work and genius of its author . No more 

powerful angument for the a pprec i ation and conservation of our 

vanishing American wi ld life could be devised . " His breadth of 

1ntere st and h1s illuminating comments on what he has s een con-

stitute such a c harming whole t hat they f r equently remind one of 

the classic records made by Gilbert ?/bite of Seloourne" , wrote 

Dr. E. ~ . Nelson in the foreword . "Muc h of his abili t y to pre-

sent s o intere stingly and logically bis obeer vat1ons 1s due to 

his long training in the legal profession, co~bined with h1s gifts 
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as a nat uralist" . Hie photograpt.1c art was like ned to the 

pictorial art of Audubon . 

Unfor tunately Mr. Shiras was traveling 1n the f ar 

west(?) wnen proofs of t he r1r st edition were addressed to 

hi m 1n Marquette . (Washi ngton? ) ao that he was unable to make 

a l arge number of corrections he considered necessary in text, 

captions and arrangement . A revised s-acond ed1 tion, ho,;ever, 

published 1n Se ptemoer, 1936, d1d much to recti fy these 

errors; and an enlarged third edition 1B now be i ng contempl ated , 

which will incorporate another five years' observati ons and 

pictur es . 

rnT?.RSfiTS , HONORS A,·o PHI LA'"THROPIES 

For :nar.y years after h1s retirement f rom Congrese , 

wr. Shirns was actively i nt erest ed !n Federal and state meas~r es 

pertaining to garae conservation. bside from tne Federal prot ec-

tion of migr a tory b i rdo, he believe d t hat h1s mot t e f fect ive 

practical work to this end was h1a early nnd p rs1stent support 

of t he "buc k law" protect ing does and fawns . Upon the general 

enactment of this law ho f elt the per l:l8nent suppl y of our 

antlered an1c:als l ar gely de pends . fie pointed out t he.t 0 1f a 

for mer had as many roostero as hens , or as ~any bulls es cowe , 

and k1ll ed the came r egardl ess of sex l.e would be rege.rdad as one 

ao lacking i n common s ense as to r E<lse s:..isp1c1on of h1s 11anH,y" . 

n1s final contr ibution to t he cause of conservation was the so-

called Sh1rae Oun Law 1n JJ1ch1gan, whi ch t he S~ate Legislature 

passed 1n 1925. It prohibits t he carrying of a gun 1n er-y hunting 

area i n the State 1n the closed s eason. It had been previousl y 
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e s t i mated t bat at l east half t he deer ~il l ed i n the St a t e , 

end t hese mos t ly does and fanns , were shot during the closed 

Beason. This law made t he conv i c t i ng of violatei-s so simpl e thnt 

it had a pr ompt and sat i s factor y effeqt. It is the f i rst law 

of the ki nd a nd should l:>e enacted 1n other States ; f or under t he 

usual etat utes , conv1c t1ng of fender s who k1ll game out of season 

ts c.1ff1cult . 

Among the oany honors conferred upon ~r . Shiras during 

his 11fe t1me was t he Honorary Degree of Doct or of Sc i ence, r e-

ceived f rom Trini ty College, Ha r tfor d , i n June, l Yl ~ . Ano t her 

r ec i pi ent of t his degree , a t t he same time and 1n the s a ~~ pl ace, 

was Theodor e Roos evelt; and the occasion marked th& l ast meeting 

between t he two ol d friends . 

with T.R~"t;;;~f desired~\ 
~~-- ~- ~-..... ~- ....... ,... .-'-,. 4iillit: z -i'' 

@tec~_ote 9(J1rst ~pf\~e:};..e_t.1!§ 
In ,\pril, 1921, a pr oci1ne nt group 

of !Ar . 5h1ras' fe llow workers i n tl,e conse r va t i on r i e l d pr esented 

h1m wi t h a handsome and a ppr opriat e l y engraved silver s erv ice, 

accompani ed by the f ol l owing letter: 

Dear :1.r . Shlras: 

You and I do not hol d with t he cynic ' s v iew tha t 

"The evll that ir.en do lives after t hem, 
Tho g?od 1s oft i nterred with the 1r bones . " 

~e believe ins tead t hat eo~eho~, somet i ~e , t he average 
man r eceives about all t he credit due hi m f or whatever 
he hoe done . 

~:everthele2s a:en I s memories are stlor t. . 3ecauae 
t oday t here 1s a Federal Mi grat or y Bird Law which 
tas greatly increased t he nuro!>era of our migratory 
birds , so~e people seem t o t ake i t for granted t hat 
t hi s law nas t:1 normal out5ro11t:-, of the ge!:eral effor t 
for game prot ection. and nccept 1t rat her as a matte r 
of course . 

Those who have been long f a:nl l i ar wi th the prog-
ress of the work done to ppotect wild lif e, recognize , 
however , that it was your genius which dlscover ed the 
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legal d1st1nct1on be tween an1mnls t hat are 
mi grat or y and tt,ose t h t nre sedent ar y , or 
local . 1·hrough t i 1a discovery we owe you t he 
great est s i ngle accomplishment ever made i n 
wildlife protecti on. No man has rendered a 
service 1n this respect so great as yours . 

We wish to gi ve some s l i ght mate~1al ex-
pression to the grat1tude we f eel for t hat 
service, and so we are sendi ng you a personal 
r eoi nder of t he great work that you have done , 
which reminder 1s al so an evidence t hat we 
f orget neither the work nor hi m who performed 
it. 

New York City, l'! . f . 
t pril 30th , l~Gl . 

Yo ire sincerely , 

r, i:;:oR.GE Bi n D G:U NN"SLL 

Americ an Ga~e Protec tive t ssocla tion 
~oone and Crockett Club 
c amp ? i i e Club of ~merica 
Nat i onal hseociation of Audubon 

Soc Hies 

~r . Sh1ras served as a trustee of t he National Geo-

graphic Society f r om 1908- 40 . He was Vice- pres i dent of the 

American Grune Protective Association from 1912- - -; a me mber of 

t he Advi sory 3oard of t he i.!i gratory Bi .rd Treaty Regul ations , 

Department of Agriculture, from 1914 ---; and president of the 

Kabawgam Hotel Co . , ~ichi gan . e~ He belonged to t he Boone 

and Crockett Club of New York, the Explorer 's Club of New York , 

t he Cosmos Club of Washing t on, and was an Honorary !\'.e mber of t he 

Rotary Club of ~arquette . After t be sudden death of his wife 1n 

September, 1938 , he resided per manent l y in 1>1arquette . Here, 1n 

s pite of 111 heal t h occasioned by a progr ess i ve r ad1urn burn 1n 

the inner ear , he worked upon t he many projec t s t ha t absorbed bis 

attention. Amons t hese were a biography of his fat t',e r , Geor ge 

Sh1r as, Jr.; an account of his f riends hi p with Theodore :{oosevelt ; 

a volume describing his career as a l awyer and l aw- maker ; a:1d the 



I ,, 

proposed t hird edition of h i s t wo-volume work or. wild lif e . 

It is perhaps ss a ~herished benefactor , evon more 

t han as a d1.st1!'lguished naturalist, t r.a t Mr . Sh1ras will 
l~ alwayo be r eme~be~ in ~arquette . In 19-- he presented a club 

house t o t he !E.arguet to Fed€•rat1on of Women • e Clubs , w1th a small 

endowment , accommodating fifteen aux1liar y association&. In 19--

he turned over t o the c i ty a beautiful t ract of land known as 

Picnic Rocks Park, with a t hous and fee t of frontage on t he beach 

and bordered by a recreational forest . Due also to his un-

failing generos ity was t he cons t ruct ion of one of the large&t 

and best equipped !l1Un1c1pal aw11lll:ling pool s i n the country. 

l oca ted at Presque I s le, and compl e t ed for public use in 1921 . 

Wi t h !'1?-s . Sh1rae and a few f riends . he fi:1anced the erect.ion 

in 19-- ot a modern f i re- proof hotel , (The Nor t hl and) over-

l ooking Lake Superior , more ~1th the i dea of L~creasi ns ;'.ar -

quett ' e attraction as a resort than of c:ak1ng a commerci al profi t. 

A ~ock and ~ater Garden at t he mouth of Dead Ri ver, illuminated 

at n i ght during t he summer JDOnths . and. i nc!deo tally , marking the 

eite of his f irst campi ng tri p as a boy 1n 1870. wae another of 

his gifts. And he was t he donor . with !:.rs . Sh1ras , of a consi• 

derable trust fund called The Sh1ree I ns t itute. i ncorpor ated in 

1938 for the beeut1f1cst1on. as well as t he recreationa l and 

cul t ural act1v1t1es. of ?.'arquette and vicinity . :9 
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'ffiE FIRST AND THE LAST MEETING \'/Iffl THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

An Interesti ng Coinci dence 

About the year 1907 a former college and fraternity associ ate, William Seymour 
Edwards, Speaker of the West Virgi ni a House of Representati ves, called on Mr. Shiras 
in Washington, and in talki ng about Presi dent Roosevel t , whom Edwards greatly admired , 
be asked: "Do you remsnber your f i rst meeti ng with T.R. ?" 

Shi ras replied , "Yes, quite readily. It was one evening in 1903 during a Con-
gressi onal reception. As the large assembly passed by the "resi dent and received a 
bri ef handshake, I was grati f i ed by the greeting: "I wi sh to congratulate 
you ancestrally, personally and politically, and hope to see more of you." It was 
sa119 years later, however, before mutual interests brought us t ogether in a more 
i ntimate way." 

"Well", sa i d Edwards, "You are ent i rely mistaken. For 28 years bef ore t his, you 
di d Theodore Roosevelt a good turn in probably hi s first public appearance outsi de 
of his college activities . In t he spri ng of 1879, you and I were appoi nted delegates 
by the Cornell Chapter to the general convention of Alpha Delta Phi, at Rochester, N.Y. 
We were under instructi ons to vote for t he withdrawal of the Harvard Chapter, as well 
as were a majority of the other delecates , on t he ground that this Chapter was too 
exclusive and did not show the proper fraternal spirit towards the members ot the 
smaller colleges. Tll'o delegates came from t he Harvard Chapter to protest against 
t hi s proposed action. One was t he son of Edward h'verett Hale, and the other a slender 
youth who energetically argued against t he justice of thi s expulsion, saying, i n effect, 
that i t was not a square deal to visit upon the members of the Harvard Cllapter previ ous 
shortcomi ngs , it any; for the present delegation bore evidence of the unanimous desire 
of the undergraduates to cont i nue i n good standing wi t h the fraternity at large. AB 
t his delegat e was concluding, you asked permissi on t o i nterrogate him, wi t h the result 
t hat though under instructi ons to vote for the wi t hdrawal. , you sai d you were convi nced 
it was unfai r, and concluded by expressing t he hope that no such action would be 
takai. After a general discussion t he convention voted down, wi th practi cal unanimity, 
the resolution under consi deration. Afterwards the Harvard delegate whom you supported 
t hanked you for your ai d. Thia delegate was Theodore Roosevelt, then unknown to fame 
beyond t he ci rcle of hi s i ntimates." 

Forty years later occurred the sequel. 

In lune, 1918, athe COlllll8ncement or Trinity College, Ilart!'ord, Colonel Roosevelt 
and !tr . Shires were gi ven the Honorary Degree of Doctor o-r Science, for applied 
sci ence i n the f i eld. In the afternoon and following the conclusion of t he ceremoni es, 
a member of the Tri nity Chapter of Alpha Delta Phi i nvited Mr. Shires to s i gn the 
members• registry book i n the nearby Chapter house, saying that he ald all t he other 
members hoped that Colonel Rooeevelt would come wi th him and si gn s t the same t ime . 
This Colonel Roosevel t readi ly agreed to do. 

As Mr. Shiras' train left for Washington a few mi nutes later, he hastily bid 
goodbye to Colonel Roosevelt, sayi ng; " I leave you i n good hands , and we are all 
quite agreed t hat you are the most disti nguished and respected member of the society." 

Thi s wa Mr . Shi ras ' last meeti ng wi th Colonel Roosevelt, tor si x months l ater 
t hi s great American pa ssed away. 



In 1918 Mr. Shiras w:1.s awarded by i'rinity College, Hartford 

an honary degree of Doctor of &cience as a distinguished field naturalist 

and the originator of wild life photography b~' daylight and flA shligh t . 

In the Yale law school - a graduate of the class Of ' 83 ~.'r . 

Shiras in his senior year was elected president of the Kent Cluq,..;(rhe 
I 

femous debating s9ciety of the school, but in order to be on the floor 

resigned the same. 



On retiring rrom the l egisl ature , Mr. Shiras, moved by an.ulterior mot\Te 
unexpeotedly announced his candidacy for his party' s nomination tg Cona,:eaa • 
against Col. Bayne, in what was then the 2ith Distr iot, comprising the nonh 
side or Allegheny County. Col. Bayne had been t or seventeen years one of the 
most prominent and apparently popular ")..arty leaders 1n the State. The tbl.e let\ 
to Mr. Shir as for the Congressional primarie~ was then very limited , in whioh to 
set up hundreds of del egates for eaoh oimdidate. Pew expected that t.he yout~ul 
aspiranr could defeat this experi enced r epresentative for the nomi nation ; iuo-
muoh as his opponent had had a most oompact anl heretofore invincible organi• 
zation. HoweTer, the oontest was much closer than expected, tor whil e Bayne bad 
the raaJority of the delegates to the convention, Mr . Shiras had the majority ot 
the popular vote. Mr. Sbiras thereupon announoed that a motion woul d be made tba 
the nomination of bis opponent be declared unanimous. 

When the convention assembled, there occurr ed one of the most disgraceful 
political coups ever known in American pol itics, which deserves r ecording here. 
After receiving the nomination and accepting it, Bayne suddenly and unexpecte~ 
announced his withdrawal , r equast ing that the convention nominate Col. William 
A.Stone , U. S. District Attorney with a powerful organization, whose ambition was 
to succed Col. Bayne upon the l atter ' s retirement. At t he time this political 
thef t took place, a~third or Mr. Shiras's delegates refused to attend the con• 
vention, as they had been definitely elected t o oppose Col Ba.yne's continuance 
i n ottice. During the ·11proar following t his theft, a number of Bayne delegates 
denounced the deal; and i t all Mr. Shiras•s delegates had been present, it pro-
bably could have been defeat ed, and Mr. Sbir as himself nominated. 

The tYO strongest suppor ters of Col. Bayne 's r enomination were the morning 
and aft ernoon party newspapers . and each denounced t he steal in the most viru• 
l ent editorial• - one say1ng:"L1ke two pickpockets 1n a or.wt, they ~ne and 
Stone had agreed to r aise a raoket, and in the excitiooient, get any nth ths.-.-
wallet which they coveted. Bayne snatched t he prize, and in the twi nkling of an 
eye, pused it over~ his pal,Stone, who stowed it any. " So i ncensed was the 
communi t7 that one mass-meet ing of ti ve thousand party supporters at Carnegie 
Hall roundly- denounced t he substitutiot of a candidate who had never previousl y 
been before the people. Space forbids discussing most of the subsequent event,; 
but it will suffice to say that Col. Bayne, on his returning to Washington tha.t 
tall, humiliated by his betrayal or his party, committed suicide. 

The next year matters so shaped themselves , that it seemed a certainty th~t 
Mr. Shiras would be nominated and elected to Congress t o succeed Col. Stone. 
Then, unexpectedly, Fresident Harrison appointed his father, George Shiras Jr., 
an Aeaooiate J ustice of the u.s.supreme Court. Mr. Shiras thereupon considered 
it his duty to take over his father 's l aw practice and to give up his political 
activities. This situation continued until some years afterwards, when be 1fll8 
uomjna~ed tor Congress as one of the l eaders of en anti- ring ticket i n Allegheny 
County. He accqted this naninat1on and subsequent election vi.th the understan<lil@ 
that at t he end of a single term he could r etire and resume his activities in 
natural history end bis study of governmental problems. 



On r etiri ng from the l egislat ure , Mr. Shiras , ·moved by an ulterior motive , 
w1expecte'.~ly announced his candidacy for his par t:y• s nomi na·tion to Congress 
against ·Col. Bayne, in what was then the 29th District, comprising t he north 
s ide of Al~ghaly County. Col. Bayne had been for sevente~n years one of the 
most i:,ro:nirleut and apparently popul ar leader s 1I:1 the State. The time left to I 
Mr. ~hiras for the Congressiona l primari~s vas then very l imited, in which to 
set up hundreds of del egates for each candidate. Few expected that the youthful 
a spirant could defeat this experienced representative for the nomination; inso-
muchaaa his opponent had qd had a most compact and heretofore invincible or -
ganization. However, the contest was much closer than expected, for while Bayne 
had the maJority c•f the del egates to the convention , Mr. Shiras had the majo-
rity of the popular vote. Mr. Shiras ther eupon annouced that a mot ion would be , 
made that the nomination of hi s opponent be declar ed unanimous. When the con-
vention assembl8', there occurred one of the mos t disgraceful poli tical coup i 
ever knowh. 1n American politics, which deserves recording her e. After receiv ng 
the nomination and accepting it, Bayne suddenly and unexpectedly announced his 
wi thdrawal, requesting that the convention nominate Col. Wi lliam A. Stone, u.s. 
Disttict Attorney with a powerful organization, whose ambitionnwas to succeed 
Col. Bayne upon the l atter' s r etirement. At the time this political thef t took 
place, a third of Mr. Shiras's del egates refused to a ttend t he convention, as 
they had been definitely elected to oppose Col. Bayne's continuance in oftice. 
During t he upr oar following t his theft, a number of Bayne delegates denounced 
the deal; 8!1.d if al.l Mr. Shiras 's delegates had been present , i t ' probably could 
have been defeated1 and Mr . Shir as himself nominated . The two strongest suppor.lJ 
ters of Col . Baynes r enomination were the mornlng and afternoon party news-
papers. Ea.oh denounced the steal i n the most virulent editorials - one saying: . 
"Like two pi ckpockets in a crowd, they ( Bayne and Stone] had agreed to raise a 
racket, and in the excitement, get away wi th the wallet whi ch they coveted. t 
~e snatched the prize, and in the twinkling of a n eye, passed it over to his 
pal, Stone, who stowed it away. " So incensed was the community that one mass-
meeting of five thousand party supporter s at Carnegie Hal l roundly denounced th 
substitution of a candidate who had never previously been before the people. 
Space forbids discussing most of the subsequent events; but it will suffice to 
say that Col. Bayne, on bis returning to Washington that f all, humilia t ed by 
his betrayal of his party, committed suicide. The next year matters so shaped 
th811lselves, that it seemed a certainty that Mr. Shiras would be nomina t ed and 
elected to Congress to succeed Col. Stone. Then, unexpectedl y , Presi dent Harri-
son appoi nted his t a.ther, George Shiras Jr.,an Associate Justice of the U.S. I 
Supreme Court. Mr. Shiras thereupon considered it his duty to take over his 
f a ther' s law practice and to give up his political activities. This situation 
continued GD.t1loa_.1pars artenarda, when he was nominated for Congress aa 
one ot the leaders ot an anti• ring tiOket in Alleghany County. He accept ed· thA• 
nomination and subsequew; election with the understanding that at the end or 
a single term. he could retire and resume his activities 1n natural history and 
his •tud7 of gOv~rmnental problems. 




