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Part III. 

Theodore Roosevelt ' s Desire That Mr. Shiras 

Write a Book on Hunting Viild Life With Camera 

and Flashlight 

4.S 

A marked trait of Theodore Roosevelt was his desire 
as a patriotic American to aid, whenever possible , in bringing 
about any worthy contribution from those he believed in a 
positi~n to be of service, or a credit to the country, whether 
it be .-n art , science , literature, in public life, or in any 
of the more prosaic trades and profess i ons, and this interest 
extended to any vigorous sport or out- of-doors pastime of his 
fellow countrymen. There are many who can bear witness to the 
stimulating effect of his encouragement and good will. 

His motto was a simple one: 11Do t he best you can 
with what you have, and do it now"-.- e. plea for worth- while 
efforts, and a protest against procrasti nation. 

Colonel Roosevelt frequently deplored the fact that , 
unlike the English and European sportsmen who had written a 
vast library on field sports and explorations in the wilder-
ness, the average American sportsman was content , if he did any-
thing at all, to wri t 'e a brief article in some magazine or news-
paper, where its meagre or transient character made i t of no 
permanent value to the country. Three splendid books of 
Charles Sheldon on big game hunting in Alaska and more northerly 
countries, Dr. Merriam's extensive monograph on the Bears of 
America, Dr . Nelson ' s publications on Alaska and Mexi co , and 
Frederick Selous ' s several books on big game in this country 
and Africa, as well as the publicati on of several othersf owe 
their existence in whole or in part to· Colonel Roosevelt s 
encouragement. 

No better example of this kindly persistence can 
probably be found than in the following letters of Colonel 
Roosevelt. 

Just how Mr . Shiras attempted to meet this appeal 
will appear i n the concluding portion of Part III . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

My dear Mr . Shiras: 

QQ.E l 

February 7, 1906. 

Can not you stop at Washington a.nd let me have 

a chance t o talk over certain matters wi t h you? I think 

it a dreadful :r.istake that you do not publish a book 

containing not only your ~onderful pictures, but the 

innu~erable notes you have made on wil d ani tDals . Such 

a book ~ould be a great gain t o natural history , whereas 

scettered pictures really amount to lit tle. 

to sericusly take this up. 

Sincerely yours 

I beg you 

(SIGNED) THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
Hon . George Shiras ,3d, 

Ormond, Florida . 
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Hon . Theodore Roosevelt , 

Whi t e House, 

Washington , D. C. 

My dear Mr. President: 

Ormond, Feb. 27th , 1906 . 

That was a long shot of yours- Washington to Ormond 

but it went to the mark . Absence in the remote portions of Florida 

the past two weeks , has prevented a prompt reply. To write a book 

describing thirty- five years in the American forests with gun and 

camera is not a simple matter- at least for me . My long continued 

interest in wild l ife has, i n reality, discouraged such en under-

taking, for I hardly know where to begi n or within what bounds to 

confine it. 

In your own case each volume represented , to a marked 

degree, information acquired in the various steps of your contact 

with nature, insuring accurac y, vividness and aneasier assembling 

of the materials. 

From the time my great grandfather hunted wild turkey, 

bear, deer and elk , about 1785, in what is now All egheny County, at 

the head waters of the Ohio , down to last year when I taught my son 

how to handle the rifle and t he camera , our family has been most 

ardent lovers of life in the wilderness . Since 184,, when my pater-

nal grandfather made his first entry i nto Lake Superior by portaging 

across the Sault Rapids , three later generations have followed in 

his wake and yet we have left little permanent data for the enter-

tainment or instruction of those who , in the future, will seek the 
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woods and waters in that region. 

The fact that my diaries extend back for thirty years-

with some three thousand negatives of wild ga me and woodland 

scenes- makes your suggestion a timely one and I shall attempt 

putting the material in readable shape. 

Having , however, permitted several others to precede 
v 

me with well illustrated accounts of h inting with the camera, I 

am inclined to get out a more comprehensive work and when this 

year's program is completed by a visit to New Foundland in Septem-

ber, perhaps I shall call a halt and d igest the accummulated 

material before it gets stale and unprofitable. 

I shall certainly be most happy to talk the subject 

over with you on my return north the latter part of March. 

I have often wished to do so before , but the incessant, 

a nd to my mind , unfair demands made upon your time, made me think 

that the best compliment I could pay you was to keep out of the 

endless line . Let me say in conclusion that I deeply appreciate 

the interest you have shown in my endeavors and I especially a s k 

that you forego any reply- leaving this until my return north. 

Sincerely yours , 

(Signed) Geo. Shiras, 3rd. 
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THE flHITE HOUSE 
liASHINGTCN 

Persone. l 

My dear ~r . Sbiras : 

QQ!: l 

~ r ch 1, 1906 

Many thanks fo r your letter of the 27th ultimo . 

I shall count UFon your seeing me in r~ r cb without fa i l . Your 

letter makes me all the more certai n that i t is your duty to 

write 1that you have seen and done , and n;oreover, }·our duty 

in a preface to give as much as you can of the hunting record 

of your family in the wilderness f:·c,;; tae days when your 

g reat - grandfather hunted wild tu rkey , bear, deer and e lk ir. 

Allegheny County , do'll'!l t o le.st year , when you taught your son 

how t o handle the rifle and the catr.era. Remember that it is 

worthless to be abl e t o write or to be able to use t he ca,nera 

unless you leave permanent records , and that the only 

funda:nent a l difference between the savage e.nd the c i vi lized 

me.n is t his power of l eaving t he wri tten word . 

on seeing you without fail . 

Sincerely yours , 

I shall count 

(SIGNED) 'IHIDDORE ROOSEVELT 

Hon. George Shiras,3d, 
Ormond, Florida 



Letterbook3_Box1_Folder7_05.tif

Boone and Crockett Club Dinner. 
ON Saturday, AprilJ f, ihere was held at the 

New Willard Hotel, Washington, D. C., a dinner 
of the Boone and Crockett Club. There were 
present about twenty-five members. The guests 
of the evening were Hon. J ames Vv. Wadsworth, 
chairman of the House Committee on Agriculture, 
and E. Harold Baynes. The members present 
were: Gen. H . T. Allen, W. T. Boardman, R. 
P. Carroll, Arnold Hague, Henry May, Col. W. 

Pickett, Gifford Pinchot, Theodore Roosevelt, 
Alden Sampson, W . Cary Sanger, M. G. Secken-
dorff, Charles Sheldon, L. S. Thompson, Maj. W. 
A. Wadsworth, Owen Wister, Col. D. L . Brai-
nerd, Hon. J . F. Lacey, Hon. H. C. Lodge, Dr. 
C. Hart Merriam, Hon. George Shiras, Charles 
D. Walcott. 

Mr. Baynes read a paper on the buffalo illus-
trated by lantern slides in which he described 
some of his adventures in breaking and training 
some buffalo at Corbin Park, . H., and ended 
with a plea for Government aid in protecting the 
few remaining buffalo in the country. 

He was followed by Dr. Merriam, Mr. L acey, 
Mr. Shiras, Mr. Pinchot and others, the general 
opinion being that it would be better to keep up 
a number of small herds in different places than 
to attempt to have one large herd, which might 
be entirely destroyed by accident o r disease. 

Mr. Roosevelt, being called on, made a vigor-
ous speech that was enthusiastically received. His 
theme was that the difference between the civil- / 
ized man and the primitive man is that the civil- , 
ized man leaves behind him a record of things 
done; and with this statement as a text he pro-
ceeded to urge an eminent naturalist present to 
publish the results of his investigations into the 
life histories of various North American mam-
mals. 

The dinner was a most excellent one and the 
occasion greatly enjoyed. During- the meal a 
flash photograph was taken, which was developed, 
printed, mounted and passed around before its 
close. ----
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Oyster Bay , N. Y. , 
July 14, 1906 

My dear •r. Grosvenor: 

I thank you for your letter and the copy of your 

magazine. Those are wonder ful pictures . Most of them 

~r. Shiras had shol'Il me himself, but some of them are new 

to me. I have been doing my best to persuade Mr. Shiras 

that he is derelict in his duty in not writing a book in 

which these wonderful pictures and his almost equally re-

markable written observatfons shall be recorded in more 

permanent form. Paaphlets disappear and photographs vanish 

completely. It is only by putting the observations in 

book form that a permanent record can be made. If !il-.Sbiras 

will do this be will rank aoong those Americans like Audubon 

who have added to the sum total of worthy achievement of the 

nation, and be will render a literally inestimable service . 

I feel that every man who has any influence with him should 

urge him to take this action. 

Si ncerely yours , 

(SIGNED) THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

~r. Gilbert H.Grosvenor, 
Editor , llational Geographic Magazine, 

Sixteenth and r.: Streets , 
Washington, D.C. 
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THE P/HITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

lly deai· Slliras: 

Oyster Bay, N.Y. , 
July 14, 1906. 

I have just been looking through your photographs 

in the National Geographic llagazine . Now, my dear 

sir, no other work you can do (not even going to Con-

gress; still less, writing articles for pamphlets or 11J88azines, 

utterly evanescent in character) is as iaportant as fo r you to 

write a big book - a book of bulk as well as ~orth, in whi ch 

you shall eabody these pictures and the 

results of &11 of your innluable notes upon the 

habits not only of gue but of the n111Derous other 

wild creatures that you have observed. I feel very 

strongly that this country stands much lllOre in need of 

the work of a great out door faunal naturalist than of 

the work of any nWLber of closet specialists and 

microscopic tissue- cutters . Do go ahead and do this work! 

Sincerely yours , 

Hon.Geo.Sbiras,3rd, 
434 Dimond Street, 

Pittsburg, Pa.. 

(SIGNED) THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
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THE Y.'HITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

U.y dear Shira.a: 

QQ.!:l 

Oyst er Bay, N.Y., 
Jdy"25, 1908 

I IUli delighted to receive your letter and those 

copies of the magazine and see your .really extraordinary 

pictures. 

of profit. 

Kermit shall study them for purposes 

I am particularly pleased that you are 

making genuine headway in your book. Do remember, 

my dear fellow, what I have so insisted upon to you 

and Hart Merriam even at the cost of seeming to be 

viz: that to have the capacity to do a 

u.onumental piece of work anid then not to do it leaves 

the net result just exactly as if you had no capacity 

at all. My own outdoor work in hunting and natural 

history has been of an exceedingly commonplace and 

ordinary type compared to yours, and I have made it count 

for a great deal simply because I have utilized each 

experience in a way in which anyone could utilize it if he 

chose. So it will be with my African trip. I am too old 

and have not the physique to enable me to do work of the 

first class ,and I shall have to depend upon making so much out of 

seconc class work - that is, work which almost anyone could do if 

he chose - as to make the result of value. Kermit has long been 

interested in camera work. He is goiLg in to see Chapman's cameras 

and get some hints about their use . 

With all good wishes, believe me, 

Hon,Gto .S~ir~,~~• t s one•n~tngt8t,o. c . 
Faithfully yours~ 

(SIGNEu) "THEODORE ROOSEVELT 



Letterbook3_Box1_Folder7_09.tif

The Outlook 
December 11 , 1911 

El 

THE AMERICAN HUNTER-NATURALIST 1 

EDITORIAL HY T II EOOORE ROOSEVELT 

IT has been wi:-.dy said that the most ,·al-
uablc work done by any individual in 
a nation. from the standpoint of the 

nation itstlr, is :lpl to be, from that indi,·id• 
ual"s own standpoint . non-remunerative work . 
The statesmen and soldkrs who ha,·c really 
rendered most service 10 the countn· were 
not pa.id, and indeed. according lo our 
theories, ought not to h:n-c been paid. in a 
way that represented ~my adequate m:Herial 
reward as compar<:d, for instance! IO the 
sums earned b\' the 1nost successful bu~incss 
and profession:il 1ncn. (;n:at scientist~. great 

ing the public a service. This is peculiarlr 
apt to be the case with explorers and with 
those adventurous nawralists whose love for 
their pursuit takes them into lands difficult 
and dangerous or access. From the days of 
Lewis and C lark to the days of Peary our 
greatest explorers have not only made no 
monc)· out of their cxplorations1 but have 
had to pay heavily for the prh·ilege of doing 
work of incalculable risk and hardship, and 
their sufficient reward has 1:x"cn that the 
result of their work added matcriallr to the 
record of honorable achievement · of the 

philosophers. great writc.:rs. must also get . \ n;~ric~~' people. 
most Of their reward from the acwal doini{ of ' 
the deed itscl{; for any pay they rccCi\"C. • • *· * * • • * • ,. * • * * 
measured in money. is of necessity wholly Here follo,rs & review of 
inadequate compared to the worth of the Mr. Sheldon, 8 book on Al aska, 
service. Finally, there are certain kinds of 
work in wl,ich the man not merely r:cts no conc]ud-ing as f ollows : 
adequate remuneration. but is obliged to 
spend far more than he rccch·es, so that he 
actually pays for the pridlcg~ of render-

1 T he W ilderne. .. -; ol the Upper \ 'ukon : A H unter's 
E xP.:lor:itlons tor WUd S heep 1n Sub-1\rc-Uc M ount.\ln!. 
f.S)•CharlesSheldon Ch:a.rl~Scr1bru:~r•s Sons, New York 

~(r. Shiras and Or. Abbott are two men 
with experiences so remarkable that it is 
really lamentable that they should not under-
stand that in the last analrs1s all that d1sun-
guishes civilization from savagery rest~ on 
the written word. and that the lack of will to 
write is always likely to make even the best 
work of ephemeral value. Or. _-\ bbo'.t·s 
fe:us as a naturalist and explorer m .\ fnca 
and in .Asia have been cxtraordmary, but 
the)' have not been of more than the smallest 
fraction of the ,·aluc that they should have 
been. simply because they have not h<:cn 
recorded. There are very few men ahvc 
whose experiences would be of more value 
than his . if only they were written out.. ~[r. 
Shiras has done extraordinary work m the 
woods with a camera as well as with the note• 
book. He is a great hunter. but he has 
finally almost abandoned hunting and bcco1~,e 
a great field naturalist and observe_, of w1l_d 
life. J-lis photographs arc extrao~dmary. lus 
note-books arc filled with matter of extraor• 
dinar)' interest; but he_will not p~blishthem ! 
He comes out of the wilds and gives lns pho• 
tographs to some daily paper and talks about 
his e:<pcrienccs to a reporter. lie m1gl~t 
exactl\' as well talk about them and show lus 
phot<>graphs in a stnoking..car. SC? far as~ any 
real value in the way or rccordmg what he 
has seen is concerned. If he could or would 
pu t into book form ~1is expcric~ccs_. thus pre· 
serving his written notes and his pictures. he 
,,·mild rende r a very real service to the cause 
of science. he would confer a boon upon 
lovers of nature; and. unless he does so .. his 
experiences will really amount to ,:ery ht~lc 
excepting in so far as they have given lmn 
personal gratification . 

Note Kr. Shiras' reply on foll owing 
P88e• 
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Hon • . Theodore Roosevelt, 
Oyster Bay, N. Y. 

Dear Colonel : 

Q. Q.E.I .!.. 

Washington, D. c., 
December 18, 1911. 

On returning from Alaska l ate in September, I read your nice little 
Outlook j ab regarding Sheldon's and my indisposition to make any proper and 
permanent use of our material. "The Wilderness of the Upper Yukon" followed 
so _quickly thereafter that it put me a ll the deeper in the shade. 

, I tried to get a second copy of the Outlook, containing your more 
recent comment, when r eviewing Sheldon' s book, but none was to be had either 
here or in New York. Whether the article , "What ' s the Matter with Business" , 
or the other inquiry "what ' s the matter with Sh~ras" , exhausted the edition, 
I don' t know. 

Sheldon cer tainly justified your f aith in his ability and accuracy . 
and I fee) sure that your persistent encouragement did much good in his· case . 

I had expected to be present at the Boone and Crockett dinner on 
\"/ ednesday , but the continued and serious illness of my mother - - who is now 
with me - -has left me in no mood for t he trip. 

Perhaps I should make a brief reply to an alleged tendency of turning 
over th·e results of all my expeditions to the first newspaper reporter who 
appears , and then becoming content with such an outlet. 

It was the well-meant but misdirected efforts of Congressman Humphreys 
which set the whole Seattle press at my heels , and had I not been able to hide 
part of the time in Billy Hofer ' s little fur st ore donn by the water- front , 
I would have had a ll my Alaska material taken from me. On the other hand, an 
occasional article in the National Geographic l.\agazine does no harm and is 
rather expected of me now since I became one of the Board of ~lanagers of the 
Society. Most of my other articles in sportsmen ' s magazines have ·been 
directed towards game_ protection, and what I may_ have done more particularly 
for "Forest and Stream" in the way of wi ld animal phot og raphs was due to my 
g reat admiration for !Jr . Grinnell, a feeling in which I know you share. His 
paper has been one of the few of its class always maintaining the highest 
ideals. 

Only last month the Rev . Dr. Long was per mitted to occupy considerable 
space in "Out ing" describing his fut i le efforts to murder , with the aid of a 
large rifle, . a brooding aner_hahn in the German forests. This "charact erless" 
creature needs another clubbi ng - even if he carries a gun, in line with your 
talk at the Labor T ernple last night . 

Now as to the prospect of your ever getting anything out of me in the 
way of sportsman' s literature, I may say it is not entirely hopeless. And, 
moreover, if the delay seems an unduly one there are several pretty good reasons -
f or in the f i rst place I have greatly enlarged the scope of the work since you 
became interested in the subject , and again the last two winters have been wholly 
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Hon. Theodore Roosevelt, 2. 

g iven over towards the completion of a treatise on the "Supervisor·y Powers of 
the Federal Government" - - which I think sustains practically every one of 
your favorite doctrines f alling within the term New Nationalism. 

~bile it is t rue that I began this analysis of Federal powers partly 
as the result of my interest in health legislation, and partly in the effort 
to sustain my position of a Federal jurisdiction over migratory birds and 
migratory fish , yet as I advanced in this field of research it became very 
apparent that I was laying the l egal foundation for many new national powers 
you had already advocated, and yet had hitherto lacked a constitutional basis 
acceptable to a considerable portion of the legal prof ession. Part first of 
the treatise, dealing with the existence and extent of National Police power 
is really nothing more than New Nationalism in a garb compelling its judicial 
recognition. 

Hence while my summers have been spent in gathering a good deal of 
i mpor tant biological mat erial, the writer instead of devoting the winter months 
to its compi lation, devoted bis time t o the aforesaid legal problems . 

True, it may be , that there are a thousand lawyers trained for such 
latter work -nere there is one educated sportsman who has spent more of his life 
in the study of wild animals -- yet suppose , by a rather burdensome freak of 
fortune , my attention became directed towards an entirely new source of national 
power -- would it not be one ' s duty to develop the idea to point where it would 
survive and could be fostered by other hands than to let it die at the very 
time when the authority of t he Federal Government is approaching a crisis? Of 
course you may think that I am unconsciously obsessed by the importance of this 
idea ·- - for such instances are the rule rather than an exception . 

But I have already put many of these views to the severest test , and 
the result has been satisfactory. However, on this subject I will oot bother 
you further than to say that a portion of my treati se bas already been used in 
a considerable number of departmental reports and legislative debates --covering 
pollution of interstate streams , water power , irrigation, interstate quarantine, 
Federal incorporation, the Sherman Act, Federal protect ion of migratory fish , 
Treaty regulations over fish in internationa l waters , r egulation of non-commercial 
intercourse between the States, the Protective Tariff, the unconstitutionality 
of the Canadian Reciprocity ag reement, etc . 

In a pr ef ace to my a r t icle on the 'l'ariff , I s tated there what I r epeated 
here , the reasons for studying such questions, ano enclose i t herewith . 

In order to bring this ·a lready too long letter to an end , let me add 
that I shall be greatly pleased t o submi t to you a s ummary of the chapters 
completed and in prog ress in re : "Hunting Wild Game with Camera and Flashlight; 
an account of forty years ' experience as a sportsman and ani mal photographer in ' 
the American Wilderness . " A tit le , however, that is purely tentative - since 
a year or more must elapse before the typesetting begins . 

I have gi ven up the work on the treatise this winter fo r most of it is i n 
galley-form - - in order t o get my field notes in such shape that were t he curtain 
to descend , some kind biographer will f i nd the material Available. 

Yours t ruly, 

(Signed) GEORGE SHIRAS , 3d 
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Office of 
The~dore Roosevelt 

CO P Y -- --
THE OUTLOOK 

287 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 

December 21st, 1911 

Dear Shi ras: 

If anything should make me pardon your not 

turning your attention tc hunting and natural history, 

it would be such adlilirable work as you are doir-s in 

placing before the people the proper conception of the 

supervisory powers of the general government. Now when 

are you coming on here? I want t o see you and talk over 

both thir>,Ss. You lllllSt get out that "Hunting Wild Gace 

with Camera and Flashlight", and, on the other hMd, you 

must go on with your governmental work. 

your elbow in every way! 

Very sincerely yours, 

!fore power to 

{SIGNED) THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

Mr. George Shiras,3rd., 
Washington,O.C. 

JY 
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.fQ.EI 

OYSTER BAY, 
LONG ISLANC, N. Y. 

July 7th,1915 

rty dee..r Shiras : 

It wa.s good of you to write me. Wil l you give 

my very warmest regards t o Mrs. Shiras? I am delighted to 

learn that you are goir!g to take up seriousl y the white-tailed 

deer biography. That's a great thing to do. I don't want to 

see foreigners do the serious work of natural history - to use 

an old-style word to which I am attached. There isn't anyone 

who can do as well as you can the kind of work that just at this 

ti.ae is best worth doing . I ee.rnestly hope you will sit right 

do~'I\ to that white-tai l ed deer biography and not let up unti l 

it is e.bsolutely finished. 

Faithfully yours , 

(SIGNED) THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

George Shiras,3d,Esq 
Marquette, Mich. 
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A NEARLY FINISHED DUTY. 

As a result of the preceding correspondence between 

Colonel Roosevelt and Mr . Shiras, supplemented by a number 

of personal talks on the sa me subject , i t was a greed that the 

latter should continue writing a series of articles for t he 

National Geogra phic magaz i ne , descriptive of his experiences 

in t he wilderness, with the end in view of assembling i n book 

form t hi s and other material. 

This plan seemed the best i n considering tha t Mr . 

Shiras had long been an active member of the Board of Managers 

of the National Geographic Society, and was expected by his 

associates to contribute such articles , and also because 'it 

gave the opportunity for collecting additional material and 

pic t ures on several important subjects not heretofore satis-

factorily covered by his field work . To date seven such arti -

cles have been published in the magazine , totaling '-I I o pages 

and 3 7D illustrations. On the completion of the eighth art i-

cle , covering v11ld life on the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, the 

series will be f inished . 

THE LAST APPEAL 

On June 17 th, 1918, at the Tr inity College commence-

ment, Colonel Roosevelt said to Mr . Shiras: 11 I really think 

you are getting along very well in the serial publication of 

the material for your book , but I want to warn you that we are 

no longer young . The bullet i s on the way for ~ach of us, 
and may not be very far off . 11 A sad prophecy of the speaker 

for s ix months later, his voice was silenced -- but his deeds 

will continue to s peak with a thousand tongues . 


